Newsletter

Dear Friends:

With the winter behind us the mud
is beneath us, but the robins are
here and the sap is flowing. Now
plans are afoot for an active and
interesting season,

The date has been set for our
Strawberry Festival to be held on
the last Sunday in June. Definite
details will be in our next News-
letter.

The Town Plan 1s now well on its
way to completion. Last summer a
five-man committee was appointed
by the Selectmen. They met many
evenings and held two hearings

for the public during the winter.
The first, held in November, was
to outline the purpose of the plan
and the areas covered. Suggestions
for change or improvement were
discussed and noted.

At the second hearing, held in
February, the revised vlan seemed

to meet general approval. The next
step was to report the revision to
the Board of fGelectmen, who have
set HSaturday, April 18, at 7:30 p.m.
as the date to inform the public of
the final version.

PLANNING OBJECTIVES

The Town Plen is not a zoning ordi-
nance, nor does 1t specify what must
or must not be done. It does state,
however, certain objectives that the
people of this town feel ought to be
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followed. They pertain mainly to
orderly growth. and appropriate

land use, as well as the conser-
vation of our heritage and resour-
ces. They also include the quality
of rural town 1life, the dliscourage-
ment of uncontrolled urban growth,
and the mailntenance of the village
size and character generally as
they are now.

SUMMER PLANS

For the third year the lKuseum in
the Community Fouse wlll be open
from 2 to 4 p.m. every Sunday from
June 28 through October. A few of
the most popular exhibits will be
repeated, but there will be many
new ones, and we look for help in
two areas: new ldeas and men or
women to act as hosts/hostesses
for the Sunday museum exhibits.
They do not have to be Society
members necessarily.

The new ideas needed are for ex-
hiblts. $Several town families have
already put on displays of their
hobbles or collections, and we are
sure there are others available. If
you know of any, please call Jeanet
Webber at 235-2306.

WFERE OUR MONEY GOES
The cost of running tre Fistorical
Soclety comes from two sources and
is spent in two ways. The incone
from renting space in *he Community
Fouse goes for the facilities and
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‘maintensnce of *vat uildine,
The income from membersvrinsg is
used for 21l other elvenses
such 2s supplies, egulvnent
for the museum. postage, prin-
ting, liability insurance and
the Mineral Sprines Park.

This means that we have to count
on the membershivs for the day-
by-day operation of the lHoclety.

lost members have renewed for
187, but some have not. If you
rave an '86 after your name on
this Newsletter, please renew.
And if we are wrong, let us know!

HEW FISTORY

We are trying hard to find some
able writer to record the town's
history from Frisbie's 1867 to the
present. And we're still looking.
Meanwhile the earller days give us
facts and stories worth repeating.
Fere are a few, and more later on:

TEEF OLD, OLD CEMETERY

Luther Filmore deeded *to the town

a plot of land for a cemetery in
1787 (our 014 Cemetery). 2But peopvle
started coming to Middletown in 1774
and there must have been some early
deaths.

There 1s an early reference to an

unmarked burial ground on the north
side of Poultney River across fron
the "nail factory", but no markers.

The first town meeting in 1785
1lists 44 "freemen". ™he next in 1801
naemes all but four of them. These
are Elisha Gilbert,Chauncey Graves,

and Isiah Jonhnson. None of these
are buried in the Cld Cemetery,
and none are mentioned later in
Frisbie's Eistory. Could these be
the ones in the unmarked graves?

TIMES WERE TOUGH THEN

In the 01d Cemetery there are 676
graves. 137 of them - or about
20% - are those of children who
l1ived no longer than five years.

And in the Stiles Cemetery, loc-
ated at the intersection of the
Middletown, Wells and Poultney
town lines, the 13 family graves
contain six of children who dled
before trelr sixth birthday.

AND IN A LIGFTER VFIN

Remember the popular movie many
years ago, "The King and I", that
told the story of a misslonary and
ris wife who went out to Slam -
now Thailand? The husband to teach
the King the Fnglisr language and
the wife to care for the royal
couple!s children?

Jesse Caswell was sent out by our
Congregational Church in 1840 as a
missionary to Siam. Both he and hils
wife developed a warm friendship
with trhe King and Queen.

Ten years later Caswell became 111
and died. The King wept at his fun-
eral, and for years afterwards kept
in touch with lkMrs. Caswell over here!

Research Chalrmean
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