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CHRISTMAS IN THE PARK

On Sunday, December 11 at dusk. this
event will feature a live manger scene.
lighting of the tree and carol singing.
Refreshments will follow in the
Community House. The Museum will be
open from 3 to 6 p.m.

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Honored, and with enthusiasm for
revitalizing the Historical Society, I
assumed the responsibilities of the
presidency after the September Annual
Meeting. Other officers are: Kevin
Rooney, Vice President. Larry Roach,
Secretary and Shirley Moyer, Treasurer.

Vital to the functioning of the Society
are the Committess which are currently
mapping out ambitious agendas for the
coming year:

Membership: Jean DeVoe and Karen Kay
hope to recruit new members in Town.
especially from among the new residents
unaware of the many Society activities.
A "Welcome Basket'" of donated local
gifts and information might be part of
that effort.

Archivist: Peggy Forbes will keep the
Society's scrapbooks of Town happenings
up to date.

Building: Kevin Rooney. Hank Gobetz.
Larry Roach and David Wright are
planning for the major roof work on the
rear portion of the building. scheduled
for Spring 1989.

— A new Town Office sign has been
created by Barbara Carr and paid for by
the Society.

— A Fall Work Day brought out a dozen
volunteers to tighten up the building
for winter and to accomplish many other
repair and cleaning tasks. Thanks also
to those who donated the delicious
refreshments! (A number of indoor paint
and repair projects remain for anyone
with a few hours to spare before Spring
Work Day. Can you help? Call Kevin
Rooney at 235-2543 for details.)

- Fundraising: Suzanne Gott and Jean
Devoe are refining ideas for a funding
appeal to finance major work on the
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IN MEMORIAM

Two long-time residents of Middletown
Springs died late last month. Bert
McClure on November 19, and Winona
Buxton on the 29th.

Bert McClure, 81. was a Life Member of
the Historical Society, a superior
photographer, and an active member of
the Community Church for many years.
His ancestors, James and Thomas McClure,
were on the Town's first Roll of Freemen
in 1785.

Winona Buxton. 79, took an active part
for many years in both Town and
Community Church organizations. Her
ancestor, Luther Buxton (1797-1851) and
his sons Edwin., Henry and Amos, started
a farm and orchard business that has
been in operation for over 150 years.

The Society's show case in the M.S.
Library displays historical exhibits
arranged by Elsie Norton on an alternate
schedule with exhibits provided by the
Library. Other committee members
include Janet Webber and Hazel Grover.

Mineral Springs Park: Bud Krouse plans
for a donation box to attract visitors'
contributions for Park maintenance.

Historical Research: Herb Davison
continues to answer requests for
genealogical and local history research
from near and far.

- Frances Krouse is actively seeking
material for the Town History update to
be published in installments through the
1990's.

— A Video History subcommittee is
being formed by Hank Gobetz to record
Town events and produce documentary
interviews and other history projects.

Junior Committee: Lydia Taylor, Earl
Haynes and Larry Roach are developing
ideas to get young people involved in
the Society and to offer activities and
challenges for them, including local
history proiects and after school
activities in the Community House.

Cemetery: David Wright hopes the
Society can stimulate Town interest in
major repairs to the Old Cemetery where
many monuments have been vandaliged or
otherwise damaged.
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The Trustees invite anyone interested to
Jjoin them in the activities of the
various Committees. Your contributions
to the purposes of the Historical
Society, ''to discover, collect, and
provide for the preservation and
accessibility of historic material,
buildings, monuments and markers in
Middletown Springs. . ard to
disseminate historical information and
arouse interest in the past" are most
welcome.

Best wishes,
David P. Wright, President

NEW TOWN HISTORY

Middletown's history from 1774 to 1867
was adequately covered by Barnes Frisbie
in a volume out of print for many years,
but which was reprinted with added
pictures and an index in 1975 by the
Society.(Copies are available for $5.00).

An active search for an able writer to
cover the next 120 years aroused the
interest of Frances B. Krouse, a
Middletown Springs native, experienced
genealogist, early Vermont history
researcher and leader in Town
activities. Her grandfather. Frank F.
Krouse, came to Middletown Springs about
1900. and the family history has been
one of her chief interests. She has
been president of the Historical
Society. helped establish the Middletown
Springs Historic District. and. more
recently, organized the "Open House"
last August that hosted a large number
of former school pupils and other
residents.
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NEW HOME FOR THE POST OFFICE?

In April the U.S. Postal Service
announced that it planned to move the
Town post office from the Logan Store
building, its home since 1942, because
the building could not be modified to
meet future needs. There was widespread
objection and an ad hoc Post Office
Committee was formed to survey Town
opinion. Over 60% answered a
questionnaire sent to every Post Office
patron and 80% of the respondents voted
their satisfaction with the present
location and against any change.
Letters of concern were sent to the

Postal Service, our U.S. Senators and
Representative, and to the Vermont

Division of Historic Preservation.

On October 13, Postal Service
representatives met with the committee,
selectmen, congressional aides and
interested townspeople and discussed
issues of historic preservation, town
growth, and responsiveness to public
opinion. A week later the Postal

‘Service informed the Committee that they

had not changed their plans to abandon
the old site.

Apparently the Postal Service will move
its facility to the John Powers house.
later Niemeyer Store, now owned by
Warren Hayes and built by Luther Filmore
about 1790. It is the oldest building
in town.

GENEALOGIES

Of the seven genealogies of Middletown
Springs families in the Historical

Society's archives, some contain items
of current interest .



SCHOOL CLOCK AND BELL

During the "Open House" program last
August a large number of former pupils
in the Middletown Springs School came - to
renew frinedships, stroll along familiar
grounds and visit the old (1904) school
building. At their meeting, the alumni
discussed the restoration of the school
clock and bell which had been broken for
pany years. They vowed to raise enough
money to have local "Clock Doctor' Alan
Grace complete work on the clock so that
the bell would chime the hours and all
four faces would show the time. Ina
little more than two months the target
amount of $600 came in. and to date
$1,021 has been received. which is
sufficient for both the clock's repair
and for the beginnings of a mxintenance
fund. ‘,/\\,' e e =
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The earliest known ahcestor Of O .
Trustees Lydia Taylor and Earl Haynes and
many of their kin was Robert LePoer, who
was a member of the invading army of
Anglo—Normans in 1172 and settled in
County Cork, Ireland.

The earliest known ancestor of Philo
Stoddard (1759-1850) was found to be
William Stoddard, a French knight, who
came over to England with William the
Conquereor in 1066 at the Battle of
Hastings and was his cousin.

RENEWALS

Membership renewals are due in January
but there are still a few have not
renewed for 1988. If there is a '87
after your name on this newsletter,
PLEASE use. the slip on the other side or
let us know if there is a mistake.
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