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TOWN VOTES TO RESTORE OLD CEMETERY

At Town Meeting on March 7 Middletown Springs voters
approved expenditure of up to $1500 for repairs to the
01d Cemetery. This public money must be matched dollar
for dollar by private donations through a fund
established by the Middletown Springs Historical Society.

Michael Fannin, a Tinmouth stome mason, recognized
for his restoration work in other historic cemeteries in
Rutland County, has estimated the cost of needed repairs
to be about §6200.

This year's effort, with a $3000 proposed budget
would concentrate on monuments in most immediate need and
those most easily repaired. If another $3000 is voted
next year, the balance of the work could be completed in
1990; :a time for the Vermonmt Bicentennial.

Mr. Fannin noted that the work of several Poultney
and Middletown stone sculptors is highly regarded
deveral headstones signed by Marcus Stoddard (1760-1927)
including his own, and Enos Clark (1764-1815) add to the
bistoric importance of the Old Cemetery.

Is an ancestor of yours among the 640 residents with
158 family names inciuding Adams, Barrett, Burnham.
Buxton. Clark, Clift, Copeland, Coy, Dayton, Fillmore.
Frisbie, Gardner, 6ray, Greene, Haskins, Haynes, Hosdley
Hubbard, Leach, Loomis, Leffingwell, Leonard, Lewis
Lobdeil, leais, HcClure, Morgan, Oatman, Parker. Ray
Seamans. Smith, Spaulding, Taylor, Vail, Wait and
Williams? (The complete list is available from the
Historical Society, the Library and Town Clerk). Was your
heuse or land once owned by someone who is buried in the
01d Cemetery? Perhaps you have a cornection that you did
not reslize.

If you want to honor an ancestor, a “friend®, or one
of the many veterans of the Revolution or Civil War
buried 1n the 0id Cemetery, or simply want to heip with
ai mportant Town project, please send a tax deductibie
contribution to the 0id Cemetery Fund.

After the restoration s completed the Old Cemetery
Fund w1il become & perpetual care fund, administered by
Town officials, in an arrangement similar to the Pleasant
View Cemetery Association.
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Vandafish has damaged many stones

Many monuments lean srecariously.

e arc1stic cast aron gate to the Oatman piot could
swing freely again.
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The Trustees of the Historical Society recently A recent acquizition for wur Musewm, given by Betty

learned of a §10 370 bequest to the Society from the Tharp of Tucson. Arizens. s @ portrait of Pli

estate of Dr. Ireme Lobdeil of Bucks County, Pa. in Burngan. grandson of John Zirnaam, who came ton;jg;Y:{own

mexory of her father Horace Gresley Lobdell. The Trustees 1n 1785 and built mills and dwellings in the area along

have tentatively earmarked part of the money for the the Poultney River known as Burnham Hollow. A pencilled

Burlding Fund. *or the Towp “Lstnry vpdate .and, for. | note on the ranvzg evnizine

impreverents at the Mineral Springs Park. "Picture painted by Nichoias. of Bemnington.Vt. Was 18
years old when picture was painted . . . about 1835.
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Fair Haven, Vt. Edvcated in the first school for the

5t. Amne's Church will also receive a begue
3t. Aane's Chur 1 aise quest from deaf. establishe tford, Ct.*
the Lobd:1l estate, in memory of Dr. Lobdell's mother, ' ished n fortford, 11
Nartha J. lLobdell. The incomé from that money is to be KK KKK K K KR Kk K KKK K K Kk

used primarily for ma:ntenance of the carillon, which has

becn chining reqularly on Sundays. Historical Society events and activities for the

coming months inclade
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Strawberry Festival, Jupe 2°

Antique Transportation, July ¢

The Museum Committee 1s looking for dress forms or
annequins to borrov or purchase for displaying 1tems 5 i 3
: s _ ' ‘ chool Alumn? Memorabil:z luqust 3.
from our coilection of antique clothing, including The Museum will be :peq eyery gg::ayjz -4 Mav 28
several pleces given receatly by Elizabeth Bailey. through October 8 R o

BUILDING RENOVATION CONTINUES

Major renovation has bequn on the roof of the
Conmunity House, home of the Niddletown Springs
Historical Society.

The asphalt shingle roof on the rear section of the
building above the former Dance Hall, which has been
leaking for many years, will be replaced in May with a
standing-seam steel roof by local roofing contractor
Larry Roach, who 1s a Historical Society Trustee.

First, however, a crew led by Trustee Kevin Rooney The Community House' home of the Middletown Springs
must correct some serious structural problems. Mistorical Society.

Many years ago the ceiling joists (which are meant
to hold together the opposing walls at Lhe base of the
roof) were removed and the ceiling was raised to allow
for athletics and a raised stage in the second floor
Hall. Steel rods were substituted for the joists but
have proved inadequate. The walls have spread and the
roof has sagged noticeably.

Under the direction of engineer Steve Banik, a new
structural system of bearing walls, laminated beams and
steel rods is being installed to balt the sagging and
spreading. The renovated roof should last for fifty

years.
Work will continve inside with insulating, dry wall .
and paint. The dance floor will be refinished and a fare The rear wing of the Community House where repairs are

escape built. When the renovations are complete the room needed.
will be used to expand the Museum, allowing the Society P
to display many large items such as severazl examples of
A.W. Gray farm machinery, now stored in neighborhood
barns. A new fire alarm system will help to protect the
building and the valuable contents of the Museum and the
Town Office.

This work on the Commvaity House 15 badly needed,
carefully planned, and frugally budgetted. Costs are
expected to total about $23,000.

Since acquiring the building 1n 1971, the Society
has already invested over $50,000, donated and raised by
menbers and friends.

Your tax deductible contribution to the Building d . e
Fund will be deeply appreciated. The Dance Hall, chewing Stage and raised celling




JOIN THE RISTORICAL SOCIETY

* Dues are (check one):
- Single - $4, _ Family - $5,__ Contributing - $10.
_Sustaining - $50, and __Life - $100.

* Copies of Prishie, HISTORY OF MIDDLETONN, $6 postpaid.

* MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FOR 1989: Please
send it to Shirley L. Moyer, Treas.

Middletown 8prings Historical 8ociety, Inc.
Middletown 8prings, VT 05757

DONATIONS
* The Bu:lding Fund
Amount _____ (Check payable to “Building Fund. -
N3 HS™ i
* The 01¢ Cemetery Fund
Anount ____ (Check payabie 'to "01d Cemetery Fund -
M.5.HS8™)

Send to: Shirley L. Moyer. Treasurer

Niddletown Springs Historical Society
¥iddletown Springs, Vt. 05757
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