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Oldest Stones Uncovered During Cemetery Restoration

The headstone and footstone of Henry Burnham who died
in 1790 recently were discovered during restoration work on the Old
Cemetery. We found the small stones leaning against other stones,
their inscriptions hidden. The headstone was not listed in the 1974
survey, and the 1790 date is the oldest in the cemetery.

The Old Cemetery dates from 1787 when the Town
purchased an acre of land from Luther Filmore for a "burying
ground." Jonas Clark gave another acre on the west end in 1853.
There are about 650 burials in the Old Cemetery.

Restoration began in 1989 with $3,000 budgets for each of
two annual phases. The 1990 phase of restoration is now completed,
according to slone mason Michael Fannin. He and an assistant have
repaired 85 broken stones using epoxy adhesives and stainless steel
dowels. Scaffolding and chain hoists were necessary to reset several
massive "towers." Fannin excavated another 140 leaning monu-
ments to their bases, digging sometimes four feet below grade. They
now stand upright and level. He cleaned many stones and made
their inscriptions legible by using special detergents. Fannin and his
assistant also excavated, leveled and repaired the handsome cast
iron gate on the Oatman plot. It also has a new coat of paint for the
first time in many years.

Some headstones in the Old Cemetery are still in poor
condition. The priority in repair work was given to improving the
overall appearance of the cemetery and to getting the most for the

The Oatman Gate before (left) and after restoration.

Henry Burnham's marker, the oldest in the cemetary, needs repair.

money available. Thus many monuments which are badly broken or
deteriorated and in need of extensive work were passed over. Parts of
sormne stones are missing. Some stones are beyond repair.

As in 1989, voters at Town Meeting approved an appropria-

tion of $1,500 to be matched by private do-
nations. The Historical Society has
campaigned for the money and, so far, this
year, has received gifts from the Ladies
Art Club, the Garden Club and from two
Society members. The Trustees also voted
to put profits from the March 25 Maple
Festival toward the $1,500 matching goal.

It is hoped that a committee of
Old Cemetery Trustees will soon be
appointed by the Selectman to continue
the maintenance and to raise money for a
Perpetual Care Fund.

If you would like to contribute to
the repair of a particular stone or to the
general Cemetery Fund, please see the
form at the end of the newsletter. There
are still 41 headstones in need of $50 to
$200 repair work or replacement with a
simple, suitable marker.



Nominees For Trustees

The Historical Society is seeking nominees to fill the v.aca.nmes
of four trustees whose terms expire at the annual r‘ne(?lmg in
September. If you would like to be a Middletown Springs \
Historical Society Trustee or would like to nominate sornmlnr:
contact David Wright at 235-2376. The two-vear term begins

in September.
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Strawberry Festival

Sunday, June 24
2 p.m. to 4 p.m. - Rain or Shine
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Strawberry Shortcake - Ice Cream
Strawberry Raffle
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Leaning and toppled stones have been restored (right;

Historical Society Receives Award For
Organizing Cemetery Restoration

The League of Local Historical Societies, a subsidiary of
the Vermont Historical Society presented an "Award of Merit for
Society Operations" to the Middletown Springs Historical Society at
an April 28 meeting in Manchester. The Historical Society was
honored for its organizational and fund-raising work in the Old
Cemetery Restoration. The League annually gives Local Society
Awards in the categories "History," "Society Operations," and
"Collecting, Interpretation and Display" to recognize the achieve-

ments of local historical societies in completed or ongoing projects.
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ANTIQUE TRANSPORTATION FESTIVAL
ON THE GREEN

Sunpay, Jury 8, 1990
12 NooN 10 3 P.M.

Building Restoration Continues

The Historical Society's museum project was awarded a
$2,300 matching grant by the Vermont Division For Historic
Preservation earlier this year.

Work on the restoration of the second floor auditorium of
the Community House will resume shortly. The State Division of
Labor and Industry has approved the plans for the use of the room for
museum expansion and issued a Conditional Construction Permit.

The project calls for installation of new insulation, wiring
(including a fire detection system), drywall and trim. The walls and
ceiling will be painted and the floor refinished, and the stage will be
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First Maple Festival A Success

March 25 marked the beginning of what may be an ongoing
event in the Society's annual calendar, the Maple Festival. Organized
by trustee Lydia Taylor, the Sunday afternoon gathering featured a
display of antique maple sugaring equipment and a talk by West
Pawlet sugarmaker Mitch Spencer. Outside in front of the Commu-
nity House, trustee Larry Roach coached volunteers Caleb, Jim and
Sam Casco, authentically garbed in colonial costumes, in a demon-
stration of old-time sap boiling over an open fire. The used a cast-
iron kettle loaned for the occasion by Hazel Grover. In the dining
room, local sugarmakers BillClark, Jim Cramer, David Fenton, and
Gordon Gibbs and Charles Mattison sold 1990 syrup, "sugar on
snow," "spun gold," and other maple products. Society members
donated desserts and baked goods made with maple syrup. These
were sold along with a book of maple recipes compiled by Lydia
Taylor and Patty McWilliams. Many folks from Middletown Springs
and neighboring towns attended the event, which raised about $160
for the Cemetery Fund.

Historical Society Parade Float Wins Prize

The Historical Society’s Memorial Day Parade float took
first prize for the second year in a row. Thanks to president David
Wright, trustees Kevin Rooney and Patty McWilliams and friend
Mary Lou Willetts for their time and effort in preparing the float.

In keeping with this year’s parade theme, “Freedom and
Unity on Earth,” the float featured a 6-foot Earth ball, donated by
Leslie Silver, and flags from countries around the world, painted by
the home schoolers. It was an impressive sight.

During and after the parade the Historical Society sold
homemade pies and ice cream sandwiches. We made $180, which
will go toward the Old Cemetary Fund.




restored. The vintage appearance of the entire room will be retained
as much as possible. The museum project is expected to cost about
$11,000, of which $4,200 is donated volunteer labor, and $2,300
grant money.

The Historical Society is continuing to raise money toward
the $25,000 goal set in 1989 to restore the entire upstairs of the
building, including the Grange room.

Calendar of Events

June 24: Strawberry Festival--Can we top last year’s record

turnout?

July 8: Antique Transportation Exhibit--Old Car Price
Guide, a national antique car magazine called our 1989
show ““the most fun show of the year.”

Sept. 30: Apple Festival--A little before peak foliage season.

The museum will be open every Sunday from June

through October. Throughout the season there will be
T special museum exhibits

Historical Society Membership Information

Dues are (check on):

__Single....$4.00 __Family....$5.00
__ Contributing....$10 __Sustaining....$50.00
__ Life....$100

Membership Renewals for 1990: Please send
your renewal to Suzanne Gott, Treasurer.

Donations

* The Building Fund $
(Please make check payable to
"Building Fund--M.S.H.S.")

* The Old Cemetery Fund $

(Please make check payable to
"Old Cemetery Fund--M.S.H.S.")

Copies of Frisbie's History of Middletown are available for $8 each.
If ordering by mail, please include $1 for postage and handling.

Send to: Suzanne Gott, Treasurer
Middletown Springs Historical Society
Middletown Springs, VT 05757
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