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Serkin Concert To Benefit Historical Society

Renowned pianist Peter Serkin
and the Wantastiquet Chamber Orchestra
will present a Mozart piano concerto at a
Sept. 9 program at Grace Congregational
Church in Rutland. The concert will
benefit the Middletown Springs Histori-
cal Society (MSHS) and the Shrewsbury
Library.

Peter Serkin is the the son of
piano virtuoso Rudolf Serkin, who
organized the Marlboro Music Festival
and is a long-time Vermont resident.
Forty-two-year-old Peter Serkin has
emerged as one of this generation's
esteemed pianists. He is a gifted inter-
preter of Mozart and an enthusiastic sup-

porter of contemporary piano music. He has appeared with

many of the world's greatest orchestras.

MSHS was invited to participate in
this outstanding musical event by Mitch
Spencer of West Pawlet. Mitch, a native of
Shrewsbury, has helped organize six previ-
ous Serkin family benefits in Rutland. The
1989 concert featured soprano Benita
Valente.

The Historical Society will provide
workers to set up a stage and provide dinner
for 35 musicians and technicians before the
8:30 p.m. concert. In addition, MSHS and
Library trustees are organizing publicity, re-
cruitment of sponsorships and ticket sales.

Joan Aleshire, the Shrewsbury
librarian and a veteran of previous Serkin
concert campaigns, has coordinated an exten-

sive mailing effort. Tickets are available from Crossroads Art
Council and at Book King and the Northshire Bookstore.



Tom Visser To Speak At Annual Meeting

The Annual Meeting of the Middletown Springs
Historical Society will take place on Thursday, Sept. 27 at the
Historical Society Building. The potluck dinner will begin at
6:00 p.m., followed by the business meeting at 7:30. UVM
History Professor Tom Visser will give a talk on Vermont
Barn Architecture after the meeting. Francis Krouse will also
discuss her progress on the town history.

The agenda for the Annual Meeting includes election
of four new trustees and amendments to the by-laws.

The nominees selected by the Nominating Committee
(Peggy Forbes, chair, Hank Gobetz and Jean Devoe) are:
Brenda Redfield, Carolyn Kenney, Jere Berger and Maureen
Watanabe. The MSHS by-laws state that additional nomina-
tions may be made in writing to the chair of the Nominating
Committee no later than 48 hours prior to the election.

The MSHS by-laws provide that amendments may be
made at "a regular or special meeting by a 2/3 vote of mem-
bers present, provided a special written notice of the changes
has been sent to all members."

Also on the agenda is the following resolution:

"Resolved, that a committe of trustees, appointed by
the president shall edit the by-laws of the Middletown Springs
Historical Society during the ensuing year and shall correct
errors in spelling, punctuation, format, gender designation,
etc. which do not otherwise affect the meaning and intent of
the by-laws. These changes must be approved by vote of the
trustees. Any proposed changes other than those specified
above may be submitted to the membership for consideration

Middletown Springs Historical Society

APPLE FESTIVAL

Sunday, September 30, 1990
Ip.m.to4p.m.
Rain or Shine
On the Green
Featuring fresh-pressed cider, crisp apples and
homemade apple desserts
Antique Apple Growing Equipment Exhibit

at the Annual Meeting in September 1991. A copy of the revised

by-laws shall be provided to each member before September
1991."

The amendments to the by-laws are:

Section I: Membership

’ All membership categories, except Llfe, shall be
considered annual memberships, and dues shall be
payable on Jan. 1 for the ensuing year. Family and , -
Family Life memberships may, at the discretion of the
paying member, be considered to include family mem-
bers and other persons residing at the same address.

Schedule of Dues:
Individual $5.00
Family $8.00
Business $50.00
Individual Life $125.00
Family Life $150.00

The Trustees may accept, by majority vote, at
the written request of the donor, an in-kind donation of
service in exchange for any category of dues of equal or
lesser value.

Section II;: Honorary Members .
Insert the word "Life” in the followmg phrase
Honorary Life Membership may be conferred...

Article VI: Elections, Sectlon v . -
Delete the phrase "or elected as Presxdent or
Secretary for three consecutive terms." The sentence
should read "A person who has been elected to the Board
of Trustees for two consecutive two-year terms shs .
be nominated to the same office unless one year has
elapsed between the end of his or her last term andvthev
beginning of the term for whlch he or she is n)mihatéd.‘» .




Henry F. Gray Exhibit
Opened August 19

An exhibit remembering the life of Henry F. Gray was
inaugurated at the MSHS museum on August 19. Mr. Gray
(1890-1974), a Middletown Springs native and resident for 35
years, taught science, math and engineering courses at Tufts
University, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Wentworth
Institute and Lowell Institute. After retiring to Rutland, he
taught Adult Education courses at Rutland High School.

Henry F. Gray is the great-grandson Henry Gray, who
was an early Middletown millwright.

A founding member of the Rutland Rock and Mineral
Club, Henry F. Gray amassed a collection of several hundred
specimens, which he left to the Middletown Springs Historical
Society. He also is remembered here for his research in locating
early mill sites along the Poultney River.

The museum exhibit, prepared by his cousin Hazel
Grover with help from David Wright, recounts Mr. Gray's life
through photos and artifacts. A highlight of the display is a
group of photos of a glider experiment, which Gray and two
Tufts students completed in May 1930. They had several
successful flights over Cape Cod. A recent letter from Donald
Mitchell, one of the students, relates in great detail the design,
construction and flight of the glider.

The Henry F. Gray exhibit and the extensive Rock and
Mineral Collection will have a permanent home in the current
museum room when the rest of the MSHS museum collection is
moved to newly renovated space in the second-floor auditorium
in 1991.

Memorial Day Correction

We made a serious ommision in the June Newsletter
article on the MSHS's Memorial Day float. The list of the vol-
unteers who worked on our prize-winning float did not include
Trustee Theron "Bud” Krouse. Bud was actively involved in
preparing and propelling our spectacular creation. He provided
the trailer on which the display was built, helped to assemble
and decorate it and drew it along the parade route with his
handsome John Deere tractor. Bud has offered this invaluable
service to the Society every year since the first Middletown
Springs Memorial day parade.

r
Calendar of Events
September 9 Peter Serkin and the Wantastiquet Chamber
Orchestra, 8:30 p.m., Grace Congregation
Church Rutland.
September 27  Annual Meeting, 6:00 p.m., Historical
Society Building on the Green.
September 30  Apple Festival, 1 to 4 p.m., on the Green.
December 9 Christmas in the Park.
The museum is open every Sunday through October.
Throughout the season there are special museum exhibits

Henry Gray, left, and two students at Tufts Univ. show off
the glider which they built and flew over Cape Cod.

Heritage Fund Update

At their monthly meeting on Aug. 2, the trustees voted
to put $5,000 of the $10,000 Lobdell bequest into the newly es-
tablished Heritage Fund. The principal investment in the fund
will remain untouched and only a fraction of investment
earnings will be transferred to the General Fund to meet MSHS
expenses. Future bequests, memorial donations and transfers to
the Heritage Fund will create a secure "nest egg” to ensure the
future of the MSHS and its museum. For further information
about the Heritage Fund, contact Suzanne Gott, treasurer.

Historical Society Membership Information

Dues

Dues are (check on):

__Single....$4.00 __Family....$5.00

__ Contributing....$10 __ Sustaining....$50.00
__Life....$100

Membership Renewals for 1990: Please send your renewal to
Suzanne Gott, Treasurer.

Donations

- The Heritage Fund

- The Building Fund
(Please make check payable to
"Building Fund--M.S.H.S.")

- The Old Cemetery Fund $
(Please make check payable to
"Old Cemetery Fund--M.S.H.S.")
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Copies of Frisbie's History of Middletown are available for $8
each. If ordering by mail, please include $1 for postage.

Send to: Suzanne Gott, Treasurer
Middletown Springs Historical Society
Middletown Springs, VT 05757
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