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Historical Society To Restore Leffingwell Tin Shop

Work began in Sept. 1990
to save the Leffingwell tin-
shop, a historic Middletown
Springs structure, that Alice
Hoisington and other mem-
bers of the Haynes family of-
fered to MSHS. The 15-by-
20-foot wing on the rear of
theHoisington house on East
Street was the workshop of
Elisha Leffingwell (1847-
1935), whomadeandsold tin-
ware there for over 50 years.
Child’s 1881 Gazeteer and
Business Directory of Rutland

The Restoration Crew prepares to slid the tinshop onto
skids. It now sits behind the Hoisington house, waiting
to be moved to its new location in the Springs Park.

and several pieces of tin-
ware. Kay Avery has con-
tributed a 1906 bill paid
by her father, Brainerd
. Avery to Elisha Leffingwell
for various hardware items
and “work on lamp and
pail.” Research in town
records may reveal more
about the exact age of the
tinshop wing.

Elisha Leffingwell was
the grandson of Dyar Lef-
fingwell (1770-1821), the
first hatter in town, ac-

County listed Leffingwell as ““manuf. and dealerin tin,
wooden and glass ware.”

The tinshop was removed last fall to make way for
a larger addition to the Hoisington house. Christian
Lybeck, Russell Arnold, Jim Casco and David Wright
Jacked up and reinforced the structurebefore lowering
it onto log skids. This spring, Bud Krouse will pull the
tinshop *““crosslots’’ with his bulldozer to a permanent
location in the Mineral Springs Park.

MSHS has spent over $500 so far, including money
raised at last fall’s Apple Festival, on restoring the
tinshop. Future work will include closing the end for-
merly attached to the Hoisington House, repairing the
roof, reinstalling doors, windows, cabinets, wainscot-
ing and other apparently original features.

The MSHS trustees at their September meeting
outlined the plans fora ‘““living history’’ project involv-
ing the tinshop. Grants are available from Vermont
Historic Preservation and other sources for partial
funding of living history programs.

Bud Dudley of Foxboro, Mass., a descendant of the
Clark family and a volunteer at Sturbridge Village’s
tinshop, has offered assistance in equipping a typical
late 18th century shop. Jim Casco, Middletown Spring’s
heating contractor and Revolutionary War reenactor,
would give demonstrations in tinsmithing and teach
workshops. Casco has studied early tincraft tech-
niques at Sturbridge Village.

Earl Haynes has found and saved several relics of
the tinshop, including the original sign, work benches

cording to Frisbie’s History of Middletown. Elisha
was married to Laura Atwater (1861-1940) and had a
daughter, Oci, and two sons, Morris (1894-1979) and
Ernest (1884-1940).

Laura Leffingwell Castle and Janice Leffingwell of
Middletown Springs are great granddaughters of Elisha
Leffingwell. Their father, Alton Leffingwell was the
son of Ernest Leffingwell. Alton and his sister Amelia
lived with their parents in the Valley View Hotel in the
center of town until it burned in 1920. His parents
then bought the house on South Street where their
granddaughter Laura Castle now lives. Janice Lef-
fingwell lives in the home on North Street that her
parents bought when they settled in Middletown.

David Wright

Historical Society Trustees

Trustees for 1990-91 are Hank Gobetz, president,
Lydia Taylor, vice president; Jean DeVoe, secretary;
Suzanne Gott, treasurer; Peggy Forbes; Patty McWil-
liams; Jere Berger; Jim Geddes; Carolyn Kenney and
Maureen Watanabe. The last four were elected at the
annual meeting to replace retiring trustees Earl Haynes,
Elsie Norton, Kevin Rooney, Larry Roach and David
Wright.

The trustees meet on the first Thursday of each
month at 7:30 p.m. at the Community House. Mem-
bers are welcome to attend the meetings.



INNNOHINE Looking Forward

As the new president of the Middletown Springs
Historical Society, I want to express to retiring
president David Wright, and his fellow officers and
trustees my thanks, and the thanks of the entire
membership, for the excellent work that was accom-
plished during his tenure of office.

There were many projects initiated that require
resolution. They include:

1. A fire detection system for the Community

House.

2. Revision of the MSHS By-laws.

3. Moving the tinshop to a location where it

can be made operational.

4. Repair of the Mineral Springs Park building.

5. Expansion of the museum.

I am pleased by the willingness of the new
trustees and the members to accept responsibility
for committee work. The major fund raising events
are in place (see the calendar below).

Jean DeVoe is the chairperson for the Annual
Meeting, which will be on Sept. 26, 1991 at 6 p.m.

Jim Geddes has eagerly assumed the responsibil-
ity of Museum Coordinator and has many ideas for
reorganizing and expanding the museum. If you
have any books or artifacts that you would like to
donate or loan to the museum, please contact Jim
by letter or call him at 802-235-2144.

Carolyn Kenney will edit the MSHS newsletter,
and Patty McWilliams will design it. In an effort to
make the newsletter more interesting, we will
include new columns on local history. Your com-
ments and suggestions regarding the newsletter are
welcome and appreciated.

~ Patty McWilliams has entered the MSHS mem-

bership onto her computer and will keep the list up-
to-date with names, addresses and type of member-
ship. If you would like to make any changes to your
mailing address, contact Patty at 802-235-2506 or
write her in care of the Historical Society.

Trustee Peggy Forbes is engaged in formulating
an operational budget for the Historical Society.
Suzanne Gott is lending her able guidance and expe-
rience as Treasurer.

On another front, Jere Berger is reviewing the
By-laws, using his expert writing skills.

In addition to chairing two fund-raising events,
Lydia Taylor is organizing a supply list of items
needed over the year so that we won’t run out of
something important during one of our events.
Suzanne Gott will purchase the goods.

Flood lights, on a timer, have been installed on
the Community House, and Bud Krouse is looking
into assist railings for the outside steps.

The Garden Club is investigating ways to land-
scape the Community House. The addition of shrub-
bery and plants will enhance the appearance of the
building, and the Garden Club’s flower boxes have
already beautified the outside.

The membership, the trustees and I would like
to thank those who have made financial contribu-
tions to the Historical Society. Your generosity is
deeply appreciated.

Finally, MSHS would like to thank those who
donated their time to bake pies, cakes and cookies
or work in the kitchen or sell goods at our fund-
raising events. We greatly appreciate your efforts.

Hank Gobetz

Calendar of Events
April6  Maple Festival -- A celebration of Ver-
mont's sweetest season. Chair: Lydia
Taylor.

Memorial Day -- A touch of old-fashion
New England magic and more. Chair:
Peggy Forbes.

Strawberry Festival -- MSHS serves
up its famous homemade strawberry
shortcake. Chair: Priscilla Lane.
Antique Transportation Festival --
Old Car Price Guide calls it "the most fun
show of the year." Chair: Kevin Rooney.
Apple Festival -- MSHS celebrates fall
with homemade apple desserts, antique
apple growing exhibits and more. Co-
chair: Lydia Taylor and Jean DeVoe.

May 26

June 23

July 7

Sept. 29

MSHS Sponsors School Trip

In celebration of Vermont's 200th anniversary, the
MSHS trustees sponsored a visit by the 5th and 6th
grade students of the Middletown Springs School to
the Shelburne Museum. The school is a ‘‘bicentennial
school” and has a series of activities planned through-
out the school year.

After their November trip to the museum, the
Historical Society received thank you notes from the
20 students, accompanied by a letter from teacher
Jennifer Wigmore. She reported that ‘‘The kids had a
wonderful experience. They participated in athematic
tour called ‘At Home on the Frontier.” I know they
gained a great deal from the program, and it was a
perfect addition to our curriculum.”




Winters Past
As recalled by Anna Fenton and Kay Avery

Winters have become benevolent. Seventy years
ago Anna could not see Spaulding Road from the
kitchen window because of the snow. Breaking winter
roads took a lot of time and shoveling. Anna missed
one week of school. Edith, who lived in the last house
under Spruce Knob, missed two. Frank Rogers, taking
food to a snow-bound family went right up to the
second story to deliver hisbounty. He had homemade
skis.

Lifein the village was a mite easier. The sidewalks
were cleared by a horse-drawn plow. It cost the town
$25 one year. All other snow removal was personal.
Horses were frisky. Sleigh bells tinkled, and children
did not loiter on their way to school.

Winter was dark. Houses and barns were poorly
lighted. Domestic chores as well as milking were done
by oil lamp or lantern. Safety demanded vigilance.
“Turn the wick low’’ and ‘“Never leave a lamp un-
tended” were regular admonitions. Children on farms,
who left for school with the milksled, did not return
until after sunset. ‘““Never saw the house in daylight,
except weekends,”’ recalled Anna.

Clothing was clumsy. First there was an under-
shirt, then long underwear. Girls topped these with a
Ferris waist to which were buttoned several layers of
petticoats, including one of flannel. Boys wore knee-
pants and girls cotton dresses. Both struggled with
black cotton ribbed stockings, which were pulled up
overthebulky long drawers. Girls wore high-buttoned
shoes. Out of doors, everyone was bundled up like
cocoons: sweaters, scarves, a woolen helmet. Ear muffs
and mittens completed the protection.

Fresh snow was fun but the length of time we
could play was limited since the cold and wet pene-
trated our clothing. We would slide downhill “belly-
bump”’ on our sleds. We envied older play mates who
had a heavy bobsled and could start off at the top of
Cairns Hill. Clinging for dear life, they whizzed down
North Street, whooped through the crossroads (there
was never any traffic) to come to a stop beyond the
bridge on South Street. We played ‘‘fox and geese.”
We skated on the mill pond in back of the horsepower
factory. We went to the Montvert Ice Pond and watched
the men cut thebigblocks of ice, which they packed in
sawdust in the icehouse.

School kept nine to four. Thebuilding bulged with
about a hundred children in four classrooms. There
were eight grades and two years of high school. In cold
weather, the classrooms sizzled as the as heat from the
steam radiators competed with icy draft from the
windows. Dusk came early on cloudy days. There were
two kerosene lamps in the building, both upstairs.

Thehot lunch program started with parentsbring-

ing soup or a hot dish to supplement food brought
from home by children who lived outside the village.
This was recommended by the Extension Service and
carried out under the Farm Bureau.

Transportation took time. With the first snow,
cars (there were only a few) were put in the barn,
wheels removed, and the chassis raised on sawhorses.
All travel was by sled or sleigh. A trip to Rutland was
a day’s excursion involving a two-horse sleigh com-
plete with bear or buffalo lap robes. A metal heater,
covered with carpet and filled with live coals, warmed
the feet.

Holidays were special. Thanksgiving was antici-
pated thelength of November by the perennial tracing
on the blackboard of a turkey whose expanded tail
feathers served as the month’s calendar. Christmas
meant two real trees: one at school trimmed with
popcorn, the other, much bigger, in the hall over
Barker’s Livery Stable. The latter was a community
get-together with gifts and a program. Some small boy
always recited ‘‘Just before Christmas I’m as good as
Icanbe.” Carpenter’s Drug Store was gaily festooned
for the occasion. Mrs. Louise Bizallion, who was Cen-
tral at the town switchboard, wore a red flower, or a
red ribbon, or both in her hair.

All of this was before the big fire in 1920, which
destroyed most of the buildings on the south side of
the park.

; | :
Elisha Leffingwell House, East Street

Elisha Leffingwell lived in this house on East
Street, now the home of Alice Hoisington. The
house was built around 1840. An early map shows
Mrs. Burnham living in the house in 1869. By the
1880’s Elisha Leffingwell lived here and ran the
shop where he made and sold tin, woodenware and
glassware. The workshop, which has already been
removed in this photo, was in the rear wing of the
house and the sales shop was in the front in what
is now the living room of the house. On the floor of
one of the rooms are spots purportedly caused by
drops of his solder. Mr. Leffingwell operated his
tinshop through the 1920’s.




The Historical Society Annual Meeting
Hazel Grover and Herbert Davison Become Honorary Life Members

The membership at the MSHS Annual Meeting on
Sept. 27, 1990, voted unanimously to confer Honorary
Life Membership on Hazel Grover and Herb Davison.
In honoring the two members, David Wright, presi-
dent, noted that Hazel Grover was born in Middle-
town Springs in the 19th century. She has been an im-
portant resource in researching the town’s past and in
establishing the direction of the Historical Society;
she has made significant contributions in energy and
material to the museum.

Herbert Davison has been a prime mover in MSHS
activities since its first year, working on restoration
and maintenance of the building and on the restora-
tion and directory of the Old Cemetery. He has served
as research committee chair and edited the newsletter
for many years, keeping members in touch with the
Society and history in the making.

».David Wright also summarized MSHS's events
and accomplishments. The past year was marked by
our traditional holiday celebrations and several suc-
cessful fund-raising events, including the Peter Serkin
Concert on Sept. 9. Co-sponsored with the Shrewsbury
Library, MSHS netted $970 from the event.

The second phase of the Old Cemetery restoration
effort is done with $6,000 in restoration work com-
pleted. Stone mason Michael Fannin and an assistant
have repaired, re-set or excavated and leveled some
225 stones and monuments. During the restoration
work, the 1790 headstone and footstone of Henry
Burnham, the oldest in the cemetery, was discovered.
Contributions to the cemetery fund are still welcome,
as there is more work to be done. The Burnham stone
and 40 others are in need of repair.

The Historical Society received an ‘“Award of Merit
for Society Operations,” from the League of Local

Historical Societies, a subsidiary of the Vermont His-
torical Society, for its organization and fund-raising
work in the cemetery restoration.

During the year, the Springs Park display and
register were refurbished. Three hundred people signed
the register during the year, one of whom claimed a
cure as the result of the water’s medicinal qualities!
Kay Avery has donated $1,000 for the Springs Park,
most of which will be used to repair the spring house.
The Mineral Springs Park is a candidate for a histori-
cal site listing on the 1991 Vermont state road map. -

Revisions to the By-laws, as described in the Au-
gust/September newsletter were approved by a vote of
the members.

Frances Krouse discussed the progress of her his-
tory of the town and made a request for information
and old pictures. She would especially like to have
family and group photos, and any photos of the old
Borden creamery.

The meeting was capped by a discussion of barn
architectureby University of Vermont History profes-
sor Tom Visser. Illustrating his talk with a variety of
slides, he showed the development of barn styles
through 200 years of settlement in Vermont.

Memoribilia? Supplies?

The Middletown Springs Historical Society wel-
comes donations of historical artifacts, pictures and
written material. Among other things, early tinware
for display with the tin shop would be of interest. The
Historical Society is also in need of a file cabinet and
would welcome the donation of a used one.

Please call Hank Gobetz (235-2639) if you have an
item you would consider donating.
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