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A Bicentennial Farm

The Fenton farm hasbeen
designated one of 17 “Bicen-
tennial Farms” in Vermont.
The farm, named Spa-Whit-
Ton for Spalding, Whitmore
and Fenton, dates back to the
early days of the village. Jo-
seph Spaldingcame tothearea
probably in 1781 when he was
about 37. In 1784 he surveyed
and determined the bounda-
ries of the town and named it
“Middletown.” He borrowed
the name from Middletown,
Conn., where he came from.
He considered it an appropri-
ate name since the town was
created from portions of the

al Farm

Anna Fenton received a plaque at the Governor's dinner
honoring the state's oldest operating farms.

and taught the first school in
Middletown. He continued to
teach until he was over 75 years
old.

Joseph Spalding’s son, Jo-
seph Jr. (1767-1846) was 14
when he moved from Connecti-
cut to Middletown with his
parents. Joseph Jr. married
Polly Loomis and they had 10
children: Joseph, Reuben,
Horace, Asahel, Polly, Maria,
Calista, Harley, Julius and
Alvah. Two of these sons re-
mained on Spalding Road.
Harley built what is now the
Ritchie House. Asahel settled
at the Fenton farm location.

four surrounding towns.

According to Barnes Frisbie’s History of Middletown,
Vermont, Captain Spalding first settled on what later was
known as the Micah Vail Farm, but soon moved to land on
Spruce Knob Road (formerly Spalding Road) where his
family and descendents continued to live. According to
Anna Fenton, Joseph Spalding built his home at a place
south of Ritchies’ on the east side of the road. Two large
maple trees and a gap in the stone wall mark what was the
entrance to his farm. Annabelieves he surveyed the Ritchie
and Fenton farms around 1786.

Joseph Spalding was born in 1744 in Connecticut and
died in 1840 at the age of 96. His first wife was Huldah
Hubbard, whom he married in Connecticut. She died in
1822. His second wife was Thankful Mehurin of Middle-
town. Frisbie reports that Spalding was in the Revolution-
ary War from about the time of its beginning until he came
to Middletown. He was the first captain of the militia in
town. Joseph Spalding had taught school in Connecticut

Mark Your Calendar

May 26, 3 p.m. Memorial Day Parade and
Celebration
June 23,2 to 4 p.m. Strawberry Festival

July 7,12to 4 p.m.  Antique Transportation Festival

and Village Historical Tour

Sept. 29,2 to 4 p.m.  Apple Festival

Harley’s branch of the family
began to spell their name Spaulding, perhaps to avoid
confusion between the two families living on the road.

Asahel Spalding (born 1802) married Abigail Gardner
and they had two children Loomis Charles (born 1833) and
William Bailey (born 1842). Abigail Spalding died in 1850
and Asahel later married Hannah-Emeline Wood.

Anna Fenton says that Asahel built what is now the
Fenton farmhouse in 1844 when his son William was two
years old. It originally was a two family house--Asahel’s
parents (Joseph and Polly Spalding) lived in half of the
house and Asahel and his family lived in the other half.

Asahel’s son Loomis moved to Poultney. At the time,
Anna tells, everything on the farm was divided evenly. Half
ofall the equipment and tools went with Loomis when he set
up his own dairy farm.

Asahel’s son William remained on the family farm. He
married Martha Mehurin; they had no children of their own
but adopted John Page Whitmore.

John Whitmore married Ada Mae Brown and had two
daughters, Abbie, who died at the age of 18,and Anna. Anna
went to high school in Rutland and then to Normal School
in Keene, New Hampshire, after which she returned to help
at the farm. She also worked two summers for the county 4-
H Department.

As ayoungster Anna recalls listening to her grandpar-
ents and parents’ stories. According to one story part of
their farm is “blood land.” Sometime after the Revolution-
ary War a Tory spy was hiding behind a big tree up the hill
at the northwest edge of the village, picking off people with



though it is no longer a dairy farm (the milking cattle were
sold in 1990) beef cattle and heifers are still raised.

The Fentons continue to operate a maple business.
Sugaring has long been an important activity on this farm,
and Anna Fenton is well known for her maple candy. Anna
recalls that in the old days the sap was taken to the sugar
house up the hill at the Wallace Spaulding’s.

Paul Fenton put up the “old” sugar housein the pasture
north of the farmhouse in the early 1950’s. In more recent
years the Fentons set up sugaring equipment in a barn on
the Poultney Road. A new sugar house was finished this
year across from the Fenton farmhouse, conveniently close
to the road. The Fentons buy sap from two other maple
growers as well as tapping themselves. The operation pro-

Fenton farmhouse, built in 1844 by Asahel Spalding duces between 300 and 800 gallons of syrup a year, depend-
ing on the sap run.

his rifle and terrorizing the community. The U.S. Govern-
ment offered 50 acres to whoever would do away with him. Anna Fenton’s Blueberry Muffins
What happened is unclear, but 25 new acres came to be part with Maple Cream
of the Fenton farm and 25 acres on the other side of the wall . o
became part of the Copeland Farm. Anna says she decided to.try substltutu.lg maple
The Fenton Farm includes what are now known as the cream for regular sugar one time w}}en making k.)lue-
high potato fields, off Spruce Knob Road to the north and berry muffins, and has made them this way ever since.
east. At one time, Anna says, there were 40 houses up there 2 cups flour .
and a blacksmith shop. Although this settlement was before 2 teaspoons baking powder
her time, Anna remembers that an old lady, Mrs. Germon, legg .
who had lived there as a child came back to visit Anna’s 4 tablespoons vegetable oil
grandparents, the William Spaldings. 1/2 cup maple cream or sugar
Anna Whitmore married Paul Fenton in 1933, and 1 teaspo.on salt
Paul joined the family farm operation. For many years they i gzg :;ila(berries
operated a large dairy business. Paul also was a commercial . . . . . .
pgtato farmer, one year producing more than 22,000 bush- Coml'nne all ingr ed.lents and stir until Sthh’ adding
els of potatoes. Paul died in 1989, and the operation of the bluebeor ries k.iSt' Pour into gr eas.ed muffin tins and bake
farm was transferred to son Page and his wife Ardith. Al- at 400°F until done, 20 to 25 minutes.

Maple Festival Membership Information

MSHS's second annual Maple Festival, organized by Lydia Taylor, was held

Dues
on April 7,abalmy Spring Sunday. Outside the Community House, Larry Roach

. . - Dues are (check one):
and several helpers demonstrated the old-time sap boiling method, using a huge Individual

cast-iron pot set over an open fire. Inside the building, Mitch Spencer of West Family g g
Pawlet talked about antique sugaring techniques and illustrated with examples " Business $ 50

of old fashioned equipment. Ice cream with maple syrup, “spun gold,” and " Individual Life $125
“sugar on snow’’ were available, as well as baked goods made with maple syrup _FaJnily Life $150

by members of the Historical Society. Local sugarmakers--Fentons, Clarks, -

Acheys--were on hand to sell their 1991 products. Proceeds from the event to- Donations

taled $307 and are earmarked for the restoration of the Leffingwell Tin Shop. - The Heritage Fund

Larry Roach L 7 - The Building Fund

explains the grad- , f‘Ple‘ase: make check paya,l’)le to
ing of syrup to ' Building Fund--MSHS.”)
Carol and George The Cemetery Fund

Gibson of Hartland (Please make check payable to

VT. In the back- “Old Cemetery Fund--MSHS.”)

ground, sap is
boiling down in a
re-enactment of
antique sugaring
techniques.

Send to:
Suzanne Gott, Treasurer
Middletown Springs Hist. Society
Middletown Springs, VT 05757




The Fire Company

The Middletown Springs Volunteer Fire Company as
we know it today was formed in 1952. No one interviewed
could recollect any means of fire fighting other than chemi-
cal tanks towed behind the town’s dump trucks and bucket
brigades before the founding of the Middletown Springs
Fire Company.

Original members ofthe Fire Company included Claude
Larrow, Walter Henning, Bill Gilman, Chet Horton, Elmer
Parker and Cecil Dudley. Although most of the original by-
laws are still in use, some are amusing by today’s standards,
such as “Fines for non-attendance at monthly meetings are
15¢,” and “Gambling in the hose house is a misdemeanor
and such membersshall be expelled.” (Does this include our
Monday night Bingo??!!)

In 1955 the Middletown Springs Fire Company ac-
quired its first fire truck, a 1928 American Lafrance pur-
chased reasonably from an antique dealer.

A certain camaraderie exists between volunteer fire
departments, and when a company purchases a new truck
or equipment, it sells its old vehicles at reasonable cost to
other fire companies. This is how most of the Middletown
Springs early fire fighting apparatus was acquired. A 1945
Seagraves fire truck came from a Rhode Island fire depart-
ment. A 1950 Maxim and an army surplus truck formed the
heart of the fire fighting equipment for years.

In the early days of the fire company, meetings were
held at the Creamery building on South Street. In 1958 a
single bay garage was constructed on the site of the present
fire house. Some people will remember this site as the old
baseball diamond. 1968 saw the addition of a meeting room
and another bay to the fire house. Bud Krouse did the
masonry work and Fred Leach was in charge of roofing.

The fire house remained the same and served well until
1982 when a fire of undetermined origin nearly destroyed
thebuilding andits contents, including the 1950 Maxim fire
truck. With the help of the SeaBees (Navy Construction
Battalion) and community contributions, the fire house
was rebuilt into the current facility.

The first fire truck, a 1928 American LaFrance, with Cecil
Dudley (rear), Claude Larrow and Walter Henning on
board.

In addition to fighting fires, fund raising activities are
also a necessary part of the job for our volunteer fire
department. Among the longest continuing activities con-
ducted by the fire department are the turkey shoots, started
back in the early 50’s. Held then at the Cairnes farm (which
later became the Sherwood Wilson farm), the turkey shoots
always attracted a large crowd. The women’s auxiliary
would sell sandwiches and fresh baked pies while Constable
Elmer Parker directed traffic.

The Country Show is in its 14th year and is still one of
the big money raising events. Other fund raising activities
include annual auctionsand raffles, Sunday pancake break-
fasts, bingo, monthly dances, and the sale of popcorn at
Poultney’s 4th of July celebration.

This hard work and successful fund raising has allowed
the fire department to purchase a state of the art GMC/3D
pumper fire truck in 1988.

Most of all, what makes for a successful and lasting
organization is its members, from its founding members to
the current department and all those in between. One thing
all these folkshave in common is the desire to lend a helping
hand in the community and make it a safer place to live.

Kevin Rooney

Sneakers in the Night

Phil Grant’s blackboard read, “Grant’s Village Store
doesn’t have tennis shoes, but it does have sneakers in the
middle of the night.”

Monday night, Feb. 18, 1991, Norm Parker was work-
inglate at his garage when his dog King called his attention
to a burglary in progress at Grant’s Village Store. Norm at
first shouted at the burglars, but realized after seeing how
many there were that he could use some help. After calling
the state police and village constable, Norm roused the Vol-
unteer Fire Department. In their established tradition of
community service, these folks spent a good portion of the
night in pursuit of the burglars, who were in three cars and
numbered about 12.

A good part of the chase took place on foot and ranged
over most of the village, from East Street up the hillside into
the fields behind Bernhardt’s almost up to Spruce Knob
Road, across North Street and into the fields and ravines,
back down to Fitzgerald Road, into the woods and across
South Street to Buxton Avenue. One young fellow tried to
escape by running first under the Springs Park bridge and
then under the South Street bridge. Two of the perpetrators
were caught behind the Lanes’ house on South Street, one
near Pete Parker’s sand bank and one on Route 133 at the
foot of the Ira hill.

The next day Phil Grant’s blackboard posted ““the final
score of Monday night’s game”’:

Middletown Springs Vigilantes 4
West Rutland Hoodlums 0




Ring Those Bells

Bells rang out across the state on March 4 to
celebrate Vermont’s 200 year of statehood. The
celebration prompted Frances Krouse, bicenten-
nial chairperson for Middletown Springs, to remi-
nisce about the history of bells in the town.

Church Bells

Before belfries became common, bells were mounted on
bell poles in the yard of a building and pulled by a rope to
signal events in the community. By the mid-1800s bells
were a more usual sound. They weighed from 450 to 850
pounds and sold for $50 to $100.

On Jan. 19, 1808, the congregation of the Baptist Church
(now the town garage) decided to acquire a new bell. It was
“resolved that the bell be rung on the Sabbath at 9 o’clock
a.m.,at halfpast 10 o’clock a.m.,at the close of intermission,
and at 9 o’clock on all evenings for one year.” Jonas Clark
was appointed to circulate subscriptions to pay for the bell.

In 1860 the Congregational Society resolved that “an
effort be made to build an addition on the South end of the
church, of a suitable size for a room for the singing schools
and other meetings and for a bell and a steeple.” Between
1860 and 1870, the present vestibule, loft overhead and
steeple with new bell were added for $1500.

The Episcopal Church (now the Town Library) had a
bell, which was removed at the time the diocese gave the
building to the town. The Methodist Church, on the south-
west corner of South Street across from the Spa Shop, may
have had a bell of its own as well.

In 1963 Dr. Irene Lobdell gave an electronic carillon to
St. Anne’s Church, with the request that it toll the Angelus
three times a day and play brief concerts at other hours of
the day. The church burned in 1967 and the carillon could
not be saved but was replaced when the church was rebuilt.
Francesrecallsthat in the ’60sand ’70s people would sit out
on their lawns in the evenings to enjoy the bell concerts.

School Bell

The school house was once located on Burdock Avenue,
about where the Springs Park flagpole is today. The school
bell used then was a brass hand bell with a wooden handle.

This bell now belongs to Elsie Norton, who rang it loud
and long in front of her house at noon on March 4.

The new school, built in 1904, had its own clock and
bell tower. When Frances was growing up, kids in town
were called to school by the toll of the bell. The children
who lived close enough went home for lunch, and the bell
tolled at one o’clock to bring them runningback for after-
noon classes. The bell signaled the end of recess and the
end of the day. The bell is still rung at the beginning and
end of the school day.

Farm Bells

A farm of any size had its own bell. Some were
mounted on the side of the house, some were on a pole in
the yard, some were even in simulated ‘“bell towers.”
Usually they were placed close to the kitchen door so the
farmer’s wife could easily ring for the men to come in
from the fields for meals. The bell was also rung to signal
an emergency or a happy occasion.

The Homestead, the farm on North Road owned by
Frank and Jessie Rogers had a bell, which hung just
outside the door of the dining room. It was rung at 12:20
to call the guests to the mid-day meal.

Over the years bells carried messages. They were
rung to warn of emergencies, to call people to meetings or
events, or to honor a celebration, a wedding or a funeral.
Bells were used to call out the volunteer firemen and the
militia. No doubt bells were rung to alert the townspeople
when the Valley Hotel burned in 1920.

Frances clearly remembers the bells pealing on May
7, 1945 to celebrate the end of World War II. They also
were rung on the night of the town’s 200th birthday on
Oct. 7, 1984.

Corrections and Addenda

- In the January newsletter the article about Elisha Lef-
fingwell said that he had three children. Anna Fenton
points out that Elisha Leffingwell actually had five chil-
dren: Ernest, Charlie, Morris, Oci and Clayton.

- Wereported that as of the Annual Meeting in Ceptember,
the Peter Serkin concert had netted $970. Adding revenues
that camein after that date, we can now report that the con-
cert contributed a gratifying total of $1,800 to MSHS.
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