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Cub Reporter Herb Davison Meets Calvin Coolidge

On Aug. 1, 1923, Presi-
dent Warren G. Harding lay
illinaSan Franciscohotel. A
week earlier he had suffered
aheart attackonatriptothe
West and Alaska, but hisdoc-
torstold the nation only that
his problem was indigestion,
fatigueand pneumonia. Vice = s
President Calvin Coolidge, ao#&ag ¢
vacationing since late June A
with hisfamily at hisfather’s
home in Plymouth Notch,
keptintouch with Harding’s
condition by telephone and
telegraph.

Nineteen-year-old Herb
Davison was working that
summer at The Rutland
News doing odd jobs around
the office and delivering pa-
pers to Castleton, Poultney
and Fair Haven in his
father’s Model T Ford. He

Along the way Herb
snapped photos as Cal
pitched hay onto a wagon,
" inspected abird housethat
son Calvin, Jr. had made,
and offered his wifeadrink
of well water from his hat.
Herb’s photographs show
glimpses of arelaxed, spon-
.. taneous Cal Coolidge, at
¢ homeinthe Vermont heso
loved, on the day before he
became President.

Back in Rutland, Herb
delivered his film to Mr.
Babbitt and told him about
thevisit withthe Coolidges.
That evening at 7:30 (10:30
Eastern time), Harding
died, and, in a situation
unique in American his-
tory, Calvin Coolidge was
sworn in as President by
his own father, Col. John
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Herb Davison snapped thisphoto of Calvin Coolidge
offering hiswifeadrink theday before he was sworn
in as President of the United States.

had just been graduated from Rutland High School
and was on his way to Yale College in September.

That afternoon Donald Babbit, the News editor-
publisher, gave Herb an unusual assignment. ‘“Herb,”’
he said, ““Coolidge is at home in Plymouth and Presi-
dent Harding is seriously sick on the West Coast. Let’s
play ahunch. Tomorrow crank up your car, take your
camera and go up to Plymouth and see if you can get
a story.”

Herb set out on the morning of August 2 in the
family Model T with his Kodak and aroll of film. Early
in the afternoon he pulled up in front of the Coolidge
home and found Mrs. Coolidge on the porch. Herb
hesitantly introduced himself as a part-time reporter
for The Rutland News and asked if he might talk with
her. “Why certainly,”” she said, “but let me get Calvin
out here, too. He’s right in the front room.”

Cal Coolidge greeted Herb, chatted with him for a
while ‘““about things of interest to Vermont natives,”’
as Herb putsit, then invited him for a tour of the farm.

Coolidge, a Justice of the Peace, at 2:47 a.m.

Herb went offto Yalea few monthslater. The News
did not publish a report of Herb’s visit to Plymouth,
but on August 11, one of Herb’s photos of Coolidge
pitching hay onto a wagon appeared alongside a photo
of Coolidge on his way to Washington. Above them ran
thetitle, ‘“The Difference Twenty-Four Hours Made.”

In 1979, Herb sent his copies of the five photos to
the Coolidge Memorial Foundation, which helps pre-
serve the Coolidge homestead and heritage at Ply-
mouth Notch. Some of these will be on display at the
Foundation offices this summer. He also told his story
in the August 1983 edition of Yankee Magazine.

Herb, 86, is a long-time trustee and a past presi-
dent of the Middletown Springs Historical Society. He
was married to Leona Hickox Davison, who died in
1975. Herb currently lives on South Street in a house
built by A.-W. Gray, Leona’s grandfather.

-- David Wright



PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Hank Gobetz

Sincelspokewith youlast, thetrustee’s of the Middletown
Springs Historical Society have been busy. I would like
to share with you some of what has been accomplished.

Newsletter

There has been much favorable feedback on the
Newsletter. Carolyn Kenney, editor, and Patty
McWilliams, layout, have worked hard to bring you
interesting articles, presented in a fashion that gives you
insight into the past as well as more recent events.

If there are articles that you would like to see in the
Newsletter or if you have suggestions or comments, pro
or con, for the Newsletter, let us hear from you! We want
to get your response, so please write.

Community House

The roof on the front of the Community House has
been repaired, completing the entire roof restoration.

While the scaffolding was in place for the roof re-
pairs, the name of JamesIves, proprietor of astore on the
sitein 1810, was enhanced by painting the raised letters,
making them more visible. We also painted the cement
base of the porte cochere.

The Garden Club once again has done a beautiful job
placing flower boxes around the Community House and
planting the urns. In addition, they hope to landscape
the building. If you have a chance, take a look.

Mineral Springs Park

The posts of the Mineral Spring House, which had
rotted, havebeen replaced. Thebuilding was given anew
coat of paint, as was the bridge into the park.

Bud Krouse and David Wright are preparing a base
for the tinsmith shop, which will be moved into the park
as soon as the base is ready. The tinshop currently sits

behind the Hoisington house on East Street.

Memorial Day
The rain didn’t dampen the spirit of the Memorial
Day parade. Thanks to Patty McWilliams for arranging

and decorating MSHS’s entry, ‘200 Years of Horse-
power.”’ Mr. Leach, Pawlet, kindly donated his time and
Gray Horsepower Treadmill for our float. David Wright
and Jim Geddes moved an A.W. Gray threshing machine
from it’s barn storage to the Green.

Incidentally, there are photographs of the parade on
exhibit in the MSHS museum.

Peggy Forbesarranged a pie sale to benefit the MSHS
Cemetery Fund. She was assisted by volunteers, who
served pie a la mode.

A New Museum

We currently are working to expand our museum.
Many historical artifacts are not on exhibit due to a lack
of available space. Qur present museum room has 350
square feet of usable space. The new facility will provide
1,400 squarefeet of space for displays. Two period rooms,
a kitchen and living room, will be constructed to include
artifacts of a recreated era.

The wood stud framework and electrical wiring are
now in place. But before we can continue, many fire code
regulations must be met, including installing a fire and
security alarm system throughout the building. Jim
Geddes, David Wright and I are donating our services
and working with Countryside Lock and Alarm to keep
the cost of installation to a minimum. Even so it will cost
about $3,000. It should be working soon.

There will be the additional costs of building two
covered fire escapes, as well as changing the entrance to
the museum to comply with other regulations. Then we'll
still need to sheetrock, tape and paint the room.

We have a matching grant of $2,300, specifically for
the building renovation. We must raise considerable
capital to complete this important project. If you would
like to assist us financially, send your checks to the
Middletown Springs Historical Society and ‘‘earmark”
the check “Museum Expansion Fund.”

Generosity Acknowledged
Our heartfelt thanks to those who have made finan-
cial contributionsto MSHS, for one cause or another, and
to those who have donated artifacts.

MSHS Bylaws: Suggested Changes

The trustees have updated the wording of the bylaws of
the MSHS in order to clarify certain sections. The complete
text of the proposed update of the bylaws is included in this
issue for review by members. A vote to approve the bylaws
willbeheld at theannual meeting Thursday, Sept. 26 at 6:00
p-m. While the revised version is primarily to clarify and
update language, two substantive changes are proposed:

1. Article VI, Section I: Present bylaws state “All trustees
shall be elected by a plurality of votes cast by secret ballot of
those present at the annual meeting.” The proposed word-
ing drops the requirement for a secret ballot vote.

2. Article VII. Present wording states that “The President
will appoint the chairmen of the following standing commit-
tees:...”” Proposed wording changes “will appoint” to “may
appoint,” taking into consideration the fact that the organi-
zation of the trustees and membership may shift from time
to time, depending upon current focus and projects.

Members are encouraged to submit any suggestions to
President Hank Gobetz in advance of the September mem-
bership meeting. Thanks go to Jere Berger for his work on
redrafting the language of the bylaws.




History of the Middletown Springs Library

The history of the
Middletown Springs Pub-
licLibrary isreally a dual
history: one of the build-
ing, St. Margaret’s
Chapel, and one of the
library as an institution.

Inthelate1800’s, Mr.
and Mrs. Arthur Norton
undertook to raise funds
to build a chapel in
Middletown Springs, as
they wished toresidehere
but there was no Episco-
pal church. Arthur and
Lucy Alice (Randall)
Norton were Josie
Berger’s grandparents. AY. Gray laughingly said,
“Well, I will give you a site and $50 a year towards the
minister’s salary.”

A sewing society was formed in 1887 to raise funds.
Someone suggested a sale at the school. ““We had not
thought of such a bold stroke’’ a news article quoted
Lena Knapp. Lena Gray Knapp (A.Y. Gray’s daughter
and Kay Avery’s aunt) was instrumental in arranging
thesaleheld in August 1887. Theschool was decorated
with vines and flowers. In addition to their fancy
articles, theladies sold ice cream. People staying at the
Montvert Hotel as well as folks from town bought
everything. They made $10.

“Entertainments were also held at intervals, and
subscriptions were sold--twice receiving $100,” ac-
cording to a newspaper article at the time.

The lot donated by Mr. Gray was not central

enough, and eventually the present lot was purchased
for $240. St. Margaret’s chapel wasbuilt in 1899 under
the auspices of the Episcopal Diocese of Burlington at
a cost of $1,200. The Reverend Mr. Clark, assigned to
Poultney by the Diocese, helped with the building and
fundraising. The chapel is of late Victorian style.

The first service was held on Aug. 20, 1899, Advent
Sunday. Seven children were baptized. The ‘‘mission”’
was officially consecrated on June 1, 1900.

Between 1955 and 1961, Episcopal services were
held only in the summer. Thelast service was probably
the funeral for Roy Krouse in September 1961.

Thelast use of St. Margaret’s as a chapel was after
it had become our library. Ronald Cooper and Meg
Berger (daughter of Jere and Josie Berger) were mar-
ried there in February 1986.

There hasbeen alibrary in Middletown Springs, at

least informally, sincethe
early 1900’s. It had been
housed in several differ-
ent homes. It was once on
North Street, and was for
a time at the Cat’s Eye
building east of Phil
Grant’s store. Crocker
Clifft was the librarian
then. The west side of
Louisand Ruth Seaman’s
house on West Street also
held alibrary at one time.
In the 1920’s the library
was moved into the Com-
munity House. It was
funded by local contribu-
tions and staffed by interested ladies.

In 1903 the collection listed 814 books (compared
with 5,943 in 1990), had 495 users (504 in 1990) and
had a total circulation of 1,850 (5,083 in 1990).

Mrs. Faustina Greenebecamethelibrarianin 1949
and served in that position for 27 years, retiring in
1976. Natalie Casco was librarian for thenext 13 years.
It was during her tenure that the two histories com-
bine: the library expanded, outgrew its room in the
Community House and moved to St. Margaret’s.

After being approached by interested citizens, the
Episcopal Diocese of Burlington offered the chapel as
a gift to the town with the stipulation that it was ‘““to
be given to the board of Trustees of the Library to be
maintained and used as a public library.” It was
accepted by the selectmen in July of 1977.

" The Middletown Springs Public Library Renova-
tion Fund Committee was formed. Members included
Aileen Winkopp, Martha Kenney, A. Van Des Forges,
John Moyer and Dagny Bernhardt (who contributed a
lot of volunteer labor, painting, etc.). The Committee
raised $10,848 through gifts and pledges, received
$3,000 from a grant and $3,000 in revenue sharing.
With many hours of volunteer labor, renovations were
completed. The library moved and reopened in the
chapel on Oct. 6, 1979.

Our library, which offers many programs and
services, is quite up-to-date for a small town. In 1990
Bruce Hirshon donated a computer, printer and soft-
ware, bringing the library into the computer age.

Middletown Spring's library has come a long way
since a sewing society in 1887 and 814 books in 1903.

--Lydia Taylor, Librarian



Mark Your Calendar &5

Thurs., Sept. 26 Annual Meeting & Pot Luck

6:00 p.m. Supper -- Community
House
Sept. 29 Apple ‘ Festival
2to4 p.m. MSHS celebrates fall with home-

made apple desserts, antique
apple growing exhibits and more.
Co-chair: Lydia Taylor and Jean
DeVoe.

Montvert Concert Series

In celebration of Vermont’s Bicentennial, Frances
Krouse, Bicentennial Chairperson for Middletown
Springs, has organized the Montvert Concert Series.

Six concerts are planned for the summer, several
coinciding with Historical Society events. Woody Pringle’s
bluegrass band added a festive air at the Strawberry gala
on June 23. The Sage City Six Dixieland Band played
after the Antique Transportation Festival on July 7.

The three remaining concerts are listed below:

Saturday, Aug. 3 Ladies’ Night Out

4:30 p.m. Choral group sings old favorites
Community Church

Sunday, Sept. 8 Triskelion

4:30 p.m. Chamber Music Group

Community Church

Sunday, Sept. 29 Shape Note Workshop

1:00 p.m. St. Anne’s Church
Bayley Hazen Singers
3:00 p.m. Early Vermont Music

Community Church

Strawberries and Bluegrass

The annual Strawberry Festival was held on the
village green on June 23, a perfect summer Sunday
afternoon. Four hundred nineteen people, perhaps the
largest gathering ever for this annual event, enjoyed
homemadeshortcakebiscuits (madeby Virginia Turnauer
and Priscilla Lane), topped with ice cream, fresh straw-
berries and whipped cream. After picking up their bowls
of shortcake, people could meander over to listen to the
Woody Pringle Band, playing bluegrass and Appalachian
music. A drawing was held for prizes, which included
Priscilla’s angel food cake topped with strawberries,
strawberry vinegar from the Herb Patch, a straw hat
decorated with flowers by Janet Webber, and pints of
freshly picked strawberries. The highly successful event
was coordinated by Priscilla Lane. Proceedstotaled nearly
$800 and are earmarked for the Museum Expansion
Fund.

Antique Transportation Festival
- -

The Antique Transporta-
tion Festival was held Sun-
day, July 7 on the Green. A
variety of antique cars, bi-
cycles, and motorcycles were
ondisplay,along with a cutter
(light one-horse sleigh) and
an old-time wagon. Ray
Kirkpatrick of Bennington
gave rides to children in his
1902 Stanley Steamer (see photo). The Fire Department
sold hamburgers and hot dogs, and the MSHS offered
homemade pie and ice cream. The museum welcomed
visitors and some new members joined the MSHS. The
exhibit wasfollowed by the Sage City Six playing dixieland
music in the Community Church.
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