Middletown Springs Historical Society

NEWSLETTER

Vol. 22, No. 4

Nov.-Dec. 1991

Thomas A. (‘‘Tak’’) Kirkwood
The Early Days of MSHS

Sally Kirkwood recently made a gift of
$5,000 to the Historical Society in memory
of her husband, Thomas A. Kirkwood.
“Tak’ Kirkwood was among the first
trustees of the Historical Society when
it was formed in November 1969. He
was elected President at the first an-
nual meeting of the membership held
at St. Anne’s Hall in September 1970.

During Tak Kirkwood’s term in of-
fice from 1970 to the end of 1972, the
Springs Park was restored and the Com-
munity House was deeded to the Society. At
thePark, the springs were cleaned, the boxes around
the springs werere-set, a drain pipe was installed from
the springs to the river, and the area was graded and
landscaped. Bud Krouse built the footbridge over
North Brook leading to the park.

The Mineral Springs Park officially opened July
31,1971, with a flag-raising ceremony at the entrance
to the park and a brief speech by President Kirkwood.
The celebration continued with music, a square dance
demonstration, a fashion show of old costumes and a
buffet supper. The replica of the Victorian spring
house was partially erected in time for the Park
opening and was nearly completed by the end of 1971.
The final touches, such as the scrollwork, were added
the following year.

In 1971 the selectmen, following the directive of the
voters at the March town meeting, deeded the Commu-
nity House to the Historical Society, who retain title in
perpetuity provided the building is used for historical
purposes and kept in repair. Except for the room then
used by the Library, the Community House had been
closed to public use before the Society acquired it.

“In preserving thebuilding forits historical worth,
and at the same time reopening it as a gathering place
for the town’s volunteer groups and guests, the His-
torical Society will be fulfilling its chosen work of
preserving the best of the past for present and future
enjoyment,”” Kirkwood said at the time.

Basic work on the structure was completed the
following winter (1971-72). At the March 1972 town

meeting, voters approved renting space in the
Community House for the Town Clerk’s
office.

Tak Kirkwood also conceived of the
idea of issuing limited edition series of
Middletown Springs memorial plates,
which were sold during the 1970s and
have since become collectors items.

By thetime ThomasKirkwood com-

pleted his two-year term as President in
October 1972, the Historical Society al-
ready had 225 members, including people
in 18 states.

Tak and Sally Kirwood came to Vermont from
Norwalk, Connecticut. They bought a farm in Pawlet
in 1964 and moved to Vermont permanently in 1966
when Tak Kirkwood retired from Edwards Co., an
electrical manufacturing company, where he was vice
president of personnel. They bought the Spa Shop and
operatedit for the next 12 years. They alsoowned what
is now Grant’s Store, which at the time housed both a
grocery store and a beauty shop. Sally Kirkwood, like
her husband, made important contributions to the
activities of the Historical Society from its early days,
organizing many events. She spearheaded the first
major fund-raising activity of MSHS--the “Mini-Mart
ontheGreen,” inJuly 1971. The first mini-mart raised
$1,200 for the treasury and became a highly successful
annual fund raiser for a number of years.

Thomas Kirkwood died in 1980. Sally Kirkwood
moved to Lancaster, Pennsylvania, two yearslater and
in 1987 moved to Mexico, New York, to live near her
daughter, Susan Zeller. She returns every year to visit
Middletown and Pawlet.

New Officers
Immediately following the Sept 26 annual meet-
ing, the MSHS board of trustees elected new officers:
David Wright, president; Jim Geddes, vice president;
Dan Querrey, treasurer; and Carolyn Kenney, secre-
tary.



PRESIDENT’S CORNER AT

Volunteers do the work of the Historical Society

Volunteer trustees guide the organization, plan
events, oversee maintenence of the building, the Min-
eral Springs Park and the museum collection. They do
historical research and answer historical queries from
far and wide.

Volunteer members bake pies, serve shortcake, set
up chairs and tables and clean up the diningroom after
events. They sell tickets, distribute flyers, write ar-
ticlesfor thenewsletter and “museum sit”’ on summer
Sunday afternoons.

Aside from the professional services for which we
must pay, all that is accomplished by the Historical
Society each year is done by volunteers.

As president, I recognize and appreciate this fact
more than anyone. And I thank you volunteers, one and
all.

A volunteer list, known to the trustees as the “Pie
List,” tells us of many active local members (and a few
non-members) who can be called upon for a variety of
different tasks, from sticking labels on a newsletter
mailing to installing sheetrock. If you would like to be
on that list, to be called upon occasionally, please tell
us so on the membership renewal postcard you will be
receiving soon. If you have a specific talent to offer like
typing, baking, museum work, etc., pleaseinclude that
information.

And thanks in advance from the trustees!

McLaughlin and Kelly Gifts

Ellen
McLaughlin
Kelly has given a
threshing ma-
chine and fan-
ning mill to the
Historical Soci-
ety. Ellen and
Arthur Kelly
lived on South
Street in Middletown until a fire destroyed their farm,
after which they moved to East Poultney tolive with their
daughter, Elrena Wescott. Elsie Norton recalls that this
threshing machine was thelast one of its kind in the area
and was moved from farm to farm as family members
helped each other and friends with the threshing. The
machine had remained stored at Albert McLaughlin’s
farm in East Poultney.

The buggy pictured here was given to the Histori-
cal Society by Albert McLaughlin. Like the threshing
machine, the buggy was stored for years in his barn
until his death this year. Albert and his sister Winona
McLaughlin Buxton grew up in East Poultney but
attended school and church in Middletown Springs,
often traveling to town in this buggy. Albert’s father,
Charles, and Ellen McLaughlin Kelly were two chil-
dren of a large family. Their nieces, Elizabeth
McLaughlin, Elsie McLaughlin Norton and Shirley
McLaughlin Brown (daughters of Emory and Grace
McLaughlin) continue toresidein Middletown Springs.

Springs Park
Anniversary Celebration

The Springs
Park 20th anniver-
sary celebration
began at 1 p.m.,
Sunday, August
18th, as members
and friends en-
joyed a barbeque
with fixings con-
tributed by society
members and
grilled by trustee
Dan Querrey. At
2:30 everybody
gathered by the
spring  house,
where emcee Jere
Bergerrecalled the
park’s history and introduced musical performances
by Winter Winds, a local recorder ensemble; violinist
Annie McKeen; and the Shape Note Singers, who sang
hymns in the early rural American tradition. After a
recorded piano performance of “TheMontvert March”
played by Jere Berger and composed in 1897 by August
Strauss, former musicdirector of the Montvert Hotel, the
Rev. Robert Clayton pronounced ablessing. Amammoth
cake, baked by Priscilla Lane, was cut by Kay Avery and
Theron Krouse (pictured above), original donors of the
park property, while everyone sang Happy Birthday.




Middletown Springs Historical Society’s
Annual Meeting

The annual meeting of the Historical Society member-
ship washeld at the Community House Thursday evening,
September 26. Following the potluck supper, acting
president Lydia Taylor reviewed the activities and ac-
complishments of the past year.

Community House
Several activities to maintain or enhance the Commu-
nity House were accomplished, including:
#® Installation of a fire protection system. Several bids
were obtained and Mike Blais of Mt. Holly was selected
todo the job; he was able to reduce his price substantially
because we did the electrical wiring ourselves (thanks to
Hank Gobetz, David Wright and Jim Geddes).
#® Roof repair over the front part of the building.
#® Thehighlighting in grey paint of the name of “James
Ives” over the front entrance to make it more visible.
According to Frisbie’s The History of Middletown, Ver-
mont, James Ives had a store in the village in 1811.
#® The exploration of the possibility of doing some
landscape planting around the Community House with
the Garden Club. Alison Clayton, a professional land-
scaper, has drawn up a proposed landscape design.
#® Installation of floodlights over the front entrance.

Events
A number of successful events were held during the year.
# The Apple Festival was held in September last year
and was scheduled again for the Sunday following this
year’s annual meeting.
#® Our second annual Maple Festival was in April.
There was a demonstration of old-time sap boiling, a
presentation on antique sugaring techniques and maple
desserts for sale.
#® At the Memorial Day celebration in May our float
was a HW. Gray horsepower machinewith two people
providing the “horsepower!”’
#® TheStrawberry Festival in June, managed by Priscilla
Lane, may have posted our record attendance for any
event.
#® The Antique Transportation Festival in July was
managed by Kevin Rooney.
#® In August, we celebrated the 20th anniversary of the
Mineral Springs Park with abirthday bash and cookout.
Dan Querrey coordinated the event.

Vermont Bicentennial

In addition to the Mineral Springs anniversary party,
MSHS recognized Vermont’s Bicentennial year by spon-
soring a trip to the Shelburne Museum for the 20 stu-
dents of the 5th and 6th grades.

MSHS also supported the Bicentennial Concert Se-
ries, organized by Frances Krouse. Three of the concerts
coincided with MSHS eventsand were an added attraction.

Other Activities
The spring house has been painted and Carris Reels is
making new scrollwork to replace the existing broken
and deteriorating detail.

The Leffingwell Tin Shop was moved to the Springs
Park from the Hoisington house and placed on a cement
slab, thanks to the efforts Bud Krouse, David Wright and
many others.

The trustees have designated an additional $100 for
additional repair on more headstonesin the Old Cemetery.

The Museum, under the care of Jim Geddes, was open
every Sunday throughout the summer, beginning with
Memorial Day weekend and continuing through October.

Gifts
Sally Kirkwood has made a gift of $5,000 to the Historical
Society in membory of her husband ThomasA. Kirkwood.
Albert McLaughlin donated a buggy and Ellen
MecLaughlin Kelly gave a threshing machine and fanning
mill for the museum.

New Trustees

Nan Gilmour, Alan Grace, Tom House, Dan Querrey and
Janna Tornabene were elected new trustees for 1991-
1993 terms. President Hank Gobetz resigned in August
and Suzanne Gott resigned in September; the trustees
appointed David Wright and Randy Kniffin to fiil the
second year of their terms. Trustees continuing for the
second year of their two-year term are: Jere Berger, Jim
Geddes and Carolyn Kenney. Retiring this year at the
conclusion of their termsare: Jean DeVoe, Peggy Forbes,
Alida Tarbell and Lydia Taylor. Bud Krouse is 2 perma-
nent trustee and Patty McWilliams continues as surro-
gate for permanent trustee Kay Avery.

The membership gave a vote of thanks to Hank
Gobetz for his contribution to the accomplishments of
the Historical Society as president during the past year.

Other Business
The proposed update to the bylaws, which was distrib-
uted to the membership with the July newsletter, was
approved by a vote of the membership.

David Wright reported that a cemetery stone has
been identified as older than the July 1790 Burnham
stone, previously thought the oldest. The newly rediscov-
ered stone marks the grave of Orin Fillmore and is dated
May 1790.

David also noted that he found at a Saratoga, New
York, bottle show a book on mineral springs bottles that
describesover adozen variationsof the Middletown Springs
bottles. Copies of the book are for sale in the museum.

Following the annual meeting, Joel Blumenthal, a
geologist with OMYA, spoke about the history of the
marble industry in Rutland County.



Membership Information

Membership dues for 1992 are due in January.

Dues (Check one):

Individual $5.00 Individual Life $125.00
Family $8.00 Family Life $150.00
Business $50.00

Send to: Dan Querrey, Treasurer
Middletown Springs Historical Society
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

The newsletter is mailed third class and will not be
forwarded or held for you by the Post Office. Please
be sure we have your correct address. Youmay give
us a seasonal address.

Donations

If you have an item you would like to give or
lend to the museum, please write to David Wright,
president, or Jim Geddes, museum director, c/o
MSHS.

Business Members
Thankstolocal businesses that havejoined MSHS
under our new ‘‘Business’’ membership category:

Burnham Hollow Orchard
Friends in Adoption
Green Mt. Timber Frames
The Herb Patch
Stewarts Dairy
Write Stuff Communications

Jim Geddes demonstrates how to use an antique
cider press while visitors to the MSHS Apple Festi-

val enjoy the juice of his labor.

Mark Your Calendar

December 8 Christmas in the Park

4:00 p.m. “A Country Store Christmas”
MSHS 1992 events are scheduled on the follow-
ing dates:

March 28 Maple Festival

May 24 Memorial Day Parade

June 21 Strawberry Festival

July 12 Antiques Transportation

Festival
August 9 Springs Park Picnic

September 19 Apple Festival

We will have more information on these upcoming
events in future issues of the MSHS Newsletter.
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