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The following discourse on the early schools of plenty, and householder or party who went to school
Middletown was written by the Hon. Barnes Frisbie of furnished his portion, a quarter or half a cord to the
Poultney, who was also the author of The History of scholar, as the vote of the district in school-meeting
Middletown, Vermont. This piece is excerpted from mightbe. The fire was first madeby puttingin a "back
The History of Rutland County, written in 1886 and log," then a "forestick” on a pair of andirons and the
edited by H.P. Smith and W.S. Rann. space between filled up with small woo

Such also was the way dwellings were heated at the

One bright morning in May, 1820, I was ushered time. I have in this description included all the furni-
into a school-room in school district No. 2 in Middle- ture and all the fixtures of the school-house where I
town, the districtin which my fatherthenresided. The learned the ABC, and shall assume that this school-
school-house was a small building, in size twenty by house was an average of the school-houses in Rutland
sixteen feet on the ground. It had its entrance on the county at thetimel attended school there. I completed
north end which opened into a little room or passage- my common school education in the village school-
way five feet square, and this opened into a school- house, which was no better than the other; it was
room of some fifteen feet square. The north end of the larger, as the village school hand about eighty scholars
house, five feet in width contained the above entry inthewinter term,and somelessinthesummer;there
room, the chimney and the girls’ closet. I well remem- were about forty in winter and about twenty-five in
ber the appearance of this school-room as I enteredit summer attendance at my first school whileI attended
for the first time. It retained substantially the same there. No paint was ever put on either of those houses,
appearanceaslong asI went toschool there, whichwas inside orout, andboth werealike "open to the wind and
until 1827, when my father was set to school district the weather;" and from what I knew of other school-
No. 1, the village district. Writing benches, as they houses in the town, and from what I afterwards
were then called, ran around on three sides of the learned of theschool-houses outside, thosetwohouses
room, fastened to the walls, and in front of them were fairly represented the average school-house of Rut-
rough benches of hard wood slabs, with legs as rough land county and of the State.
as theslabs. Onthese were seated thelarger pupils, all But it should not be forgotten here that many of
old enough to write, and in the center of theroom were the best scholars and ablest men Vermont ever pro-
lower seats conveniently arranged for the smaller duced received their primary education in such build-
scholars. ings as I have described. I can count ascore of men and

Inthenortheast corner of theroom wastheteacher’s more at the district schools with me who in after life
desk, which might have cost fifty cents. On that desk distinguished themselvesinthe professions. The acad-
lay a rule which belonged to the teacher, and over the emy and the college were then more relied on for a
fire-place on two nails driven in about two feet apart "finish.”
and on alevel, rested "a twig of the wilderness," which,
with the rule, was designed as a terror to evil doers. In
the corner near the desk stood a broom, which was

used once a day during the noon recess by one of the
older girls attending the school, each taking her turn
in sweeping the room.

In the front or north end of this room was a large
fire-place, constructed of the best stone that could be
obtained in the vicinity, not hewn or polished, but put
in as they came from the field. From this fire-place the
room was warmed in the winter. Wood was then
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Auditorium Restoration Nears Completion

Major work to convert the old audito-
rium on the second floor of the Historical
Society Building to museum space has
moved dramatically ahead this winter
thanks to lead carpenter Kevin Rooney
and a crew of enthusiastic volunteers who
sheetrocked the entire room and stage
area on February 29. A professional dry-
wall taper has prepared the wall and ceil-
ings for another volunteer painting work-
day on April 4.

When the floors have been refinished
and trim installed by carly May, the Soci-
ety will be eligible to receive a grant of
$2300 from the Vermont Division for His-
toric Preservation.

The grant, a 1989 Cultural Facilities
Grant, must be matched 2:1 with $4600
from Historical Society funds, including

The auditorium before the sheetrocking party

the estimated value of the volunteer la-
bor. Donations to the building fund, including many
in memory of Ed Ritchie, have helped supply the
necessary cash to install the fire detection system and
pay carpenters, the electrician, and the insulation
contractor.

Expanding the museum to the auditorium will
proceed over the summer. The Henry F. Gray mineral
collection will remain in the current museum room,
while the rest of the collection will be newly arranged

and freshly interpreted. Exhibit space will be available
to collections on loan from local groups like the school
Alumni Association, as well as for travelling exhibits.
More work is required to make the room acces-
sible and safe. A chair lift will be installed on the hall
staircase. (A second-hand liftis available from a dealer
for about $2000.) A covered fire escape must be built
on the north end of the building. (Preliminary esti-
mates put the cost at $3000.)
Museum furnishings, including display

panels, shelving, display cases and plat-
forms, track lighting, theft alarm circuit
for the new fire detection system and
window shades (to control harmful light
when the museum is closed) are esti-
mated to cost about $3000.

You can help the museum project in a
variety of ways. We need volunteers to
plan, prepare for, and assist in the expan-
sion to the auditorium room. We need
furnishings like display cases, bookcases
and mannequins (dress forms). And, of
course, we need dollars.

We continue to encourage the donation
or loan of items pertinent to the history of
Middletown Springs.

The trustees thank you and the many

The auditorium after the April 4 painting workday.

others who have already volunteered or
contributed!




Maple Festival Gets the Sap Running

On March 8, a cold,
windy and snowy Saturday,
morethan 100 peoplebraved
the elements to watch Tom
House, this year’s coordina-
tor of the event, and Chris-
tian Lybeck boil maple sap
in a large copper pot over a
wood fire. Jim, Sam and
Caleb Casco, dressedin their
early American garb, lent
authenticity to MSHS’s
third annual festival with a
reenactment of an 18th cen-
tury sugar camp.

Inside the community

syrup and spun gold (maple
cotton candy) to help take
the chill away. A highlight
of the festival was Mitch
Spencer’senlightening talk
on the history of maple
sugar production and dis-
play of antique sugaring
equipment.

Several local sugarmak-
ers, including the Acheys
and Redemption Farm of
Middletown Springs and
the Clarks of Wells, were

on hand to sell syrup and
T other maple products.

house, members of MSHS
offered ice cream topped

Syrup afficianados huddle around the fire.

Inspite of the weather, all
who attended had an inter-

with maple syrup, fresh baked desserts with maple

estingtimeand more than $80 was added to the treasury.

Middletown Springs in Rhyme

I’m asked to write a poem
Of this topsy-turvy town
As you will quite agree with me
If you trace it up and down.
There are White lights on the hilltops
And charming Vails below.
And up among the mountains
The Brown lights softly flow.
Beside the winding river
Are Gray lights, also Green;
And Gray lights up the valley,
With Hills just in between.
Upon the lowland meadows
You’ll find both-Cliffs and Stone;— .
And up above the river,
The Snow and Robins home.
There are Woods within the schoolhouse,
And Scholars in the mill.
While Frosts abound the whole year round,
The Brooks are never still.
There are Lakes upon the southern hills,
And Fishes too, a few.

Post Office History

Postmaster Shirley Moyer has begun collecting
items that are part of the history of the post office in
Middletown Springs. If anyone has photos, docu-
ments, memorabilia or information concerning the
postal service in town or past postmasters, please
contact Shirley. Gifts or loans of items will be greatly
appreciated.

While Deer feed in the Orchards,
And lap the mountain dew.
There are Cooks who are the farmers here,
And also, if you please,
Although it seems most awful queer,
The Cooks who make the cheese.
The Carpenters are druggists,
The Mason paints for you,
The blacksmith eats with Robins,
But nails the horse’s shoe.
So I’ve painted it in colors
Of Green and Gray and Brown,
And think with me you'll quite agree
It’s a most delightful town.

This poem was written by Mrs. E.M. Phillips and
published inthe Aug. 1, 1930 issue of the Rutland (Vt.)
Herald.. Herb Davison rediscovered this poem and
suggests that someone make a current version of it
with names of familiar names and landmarks.

Painting Progress

We are grateful to the people who spent many
hours on April 4, painting the auditorium room of the
community house. The walls and ceiling have been
primed and a finish coat applied. The new trim boards
are primed and ready to be finished (any volunteers?)
Dennis Niemeyer has sanded the floor and will soon
have applied the three coats of polyurethane. Come by
on Memorial Day and see the progress.



Membership Information

Membership dues for 1992 are due in January.
Dues (Check one):

Individual $5.00 Individual Life $125.00
Family $8.00 Family Life $150.00
Business $50.00

Send to: Dan Querrey, Treasurer
Middletown Springs Historical Society
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

The newsletter is mailed third class and will not be
forwarded or held for you by the Post Office. Please
be sure we have your correct address. You may give
us a seasonal address.

Donations

If you have an item you would like to give or
lend to the museum, please write to David Wright,
president, or Jim Geddes, museum director, c/o
MSHS.

Business Members
Thanks tolocal businesses that havejoined MSHS
under our new *Business® membership category:

Burnham Hollow Orchard
Friends in Adoption
Green Mt. Timber Frames
The Herb Patch
Middletown Springs Inn
Stewarts Dairy
Write Stuff Communications

Museum Opens for Summer

The Middletown Springs Historical Society mu-
seum will open on Memorial Day, Sunday, May 24, and
will be open every Sunday afternoon from 2 to 4 until
October. The museum continues to exhibit new items
and will highlight several displays and special exhibits
during the summer.

We need volunteers to welcome museum guests.
No special knowledge of Middletown Springs History
isrequired, only enthusiasm. Multi-generational fam-
ily teams are especially welcome.

The museum is always looking for items of town or
family interest for changing or permanent display. We
also need people who would be willing to help catalog
the items now owned by MSHS but not yet on display.
Thisis ajob that would take only afew hours amonth.
If you have any interest in volunteering or have a
question about which types of articles would be useful
in the museum, contact Jim Geddes, museum curator
at 235-2144.

Mark Your Calendar é)

March 28 Maple Festival

May 24 Memorial Day Parade

June 21 Strawberry Festival

July 12 Antiques Transportation
Festival

August 9 Springs Park Picnic

September 19 Apple Festival

We will have more information on these upcoming
events in future issues of the MSHS Newsletter.

Middletown Springs Historical Society
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
Permit No. 1
Middletown Springs, VT




