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“Save Outdoor Sculpture!”
Generates Interest in Hoadley Monument

Standinginthemiddleofthe
Middletown Springs Green is an
impressive statue, admired and
photographed by local peopleand
visitors, played around by chil-
dren. It is generally viewed as
oneof thosehistorical items that
are in the center of towns. But
not many people know the his-
tory of the monument.

This summer Linda McKeen
was contacted by “Save Outdoor
Sculpture!,” a project of the
National Institute for the Con-
servation of Cultural Property
in conjunction with the
Smithsonian Institute, which is
attempting to inventory all out-
door sculpture in this country.
They asked her to research and
describethe Hoadley Monument.
This is her report:

The white bronze figure is of
a Union soldier of 1861-1865, standing at parade rest,
weight on PR (Proper Right or the view from the
statue) foot, both hands wrapped round the barrel of
ariflerestingon its butt before him, just to the PR. His
kit includes a bayonet hanging from a belt on his PL
sideand bag on his PR hip. His face has classic features
and a fine, wide mustache.

The granite base and die are substantial, and some
eight feet high in total, but they enhance the figure
rather than dwarf it. The base is surrounded by a
granite coping 20 feet in diameter. The town’s Roll of
Honor from the Civil War, on a white bronze plaque,
is fixed to the south side of the die, and those from
World Wars I and II, on metal plaques, to its east side.
On its west side, chiseled into the granite, is an
inscription designatingthe monument’sdonor, Francis
H. Hoadley. On the north side is a metal plaque added
by the D.A.R. (Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion), listing Revolutionary soldiers buried in the Old
Cemetery. A separate stone slab, with a metal plaque,
bearing the Roll of Honor from the Southeast Asian

conflicts, has been added outside
the granite coping to the south.
Originally, this was meant to go
inside the coping, but the new
stone was too big for the space.
The Congregational Corporation,
~owner of the town green, was
reluctant to convey occupancy of
more land for memorials. So the
stone slab is where it is, some-
what unofficially and somewhat
awkwardly.

Themonument is ingood con-
dition, with the following excep-
tions:

1. The bayonet affixed to the
soldier’s belt on his PL side and
the top four inches or so of the
rifle’s barrel are broken off. This
was due to vandalism, which oc-
curred about 10 years ago.

2. There is some staining, ap-
parently from years of runoff,
from thebill of the cap down the PR side ofthe faceand
PR chest portions of the cap and coat.

3. There was a wasps’ nest, which we knocked off,
on the PR elbow. I’m glad it was October!

The Town of Middletown Springs is officially respon-
sible for the maintenance of the monument, and there is
evidence of some attention to it. Modern metal brackets
were added about eight years ago to secure the figure to
the base. This measure was deemed necessary because
children have been climbing on the monument.

The monument was a gift to thetown from Francis
H. Hoadley of Wallingford, Vermont, a native of Middle-
town Springs and veteran of the Civil War. It was
dedicated, in persistent, drizzling rain, at Memorial
Day ceremonies on May 30, 1904, with songs by the
school children, readings by Dana Carpenter (local
pharmacist and renowned botanist and photographer)
and tunes from the West Pawlet cornet band. One of
the town’s biggest annual events still is its Memorial
Day celebration, with a parade that finishes at the
Hoadley Monument.




PRESIDENT’S CORNER

David Wright

The calendar year ends with the Historical
Society poised for one of the greatest steps forward
in its twenty-one year history. We are about expand
our museum and auditorium space by almost 2000
square feet of newly renovated space.

The second floor room, familiar to generations
of Middletown voters, students and parents, basket-
ball players, movie goers, drama fans and square
dancers from the early Twenties until the late
Sixties as the Community House Hall is about to
take on a new life. It will be a Museum room with
regularly changing exhibits featuring objects from
our collection and on loan from other sources. It
will be a gathering space for Historical Society
events and meetings, an alternative to the dining
room in case of rain or when more room is needed.
It will be an entertainment and exhibition space
available to other organizations and individuals as
well, where as many as ninety people can watch films
and video lectures, listen to music performances,
dance, and celebrate public and family events.

Previous newsletters have reported the progress
of the restoration of the Hall, starting with struc-
tural stabilization and a new roof and progressing
through protecting the entire building with a state-
of-the-art fire detection and security system to

sheetrocking, painting and the installation of a
chair lift on the stairs. Thanks again to the many
voluteers and donors and to the skilled and efficient
contractors!

One major hurdle and a couple of minor ones
remain however, before we can get State approval to
use the Hall. We must construct a fire escape, and
we must replace the suspended ceiling downstairs
with a fire-rated ceiling. The foundation for the fire
escape was just put in by Bud Krouse, and the
architectural plans donated by Mark McManus are
being estimated by local contractors. The cost of
these final necessities is about $9,000 and the work
could be completed by Spring.

Won’t you help us in our final push to complete
the Hall restoration? If you have been considering a
gift to the Historical Society Building Fund, now is
the perfect time. If you have considered becoming a
Life Member, your commitment could show in a
major improvement in the building.

Have you thought of a Holiday gift for someone
interested in Middletown history and current town
news—history in the making—perhaps from far
away. A gift membership recalls your thoughtful-
ness with each issue of the Newsletter, and it is a
gift to the Society as well!

Middletown *Tall” Tales

The following is an excerpt from The History of
Middletown Springs by Hon. Barnes Frisbie, 1867. It
isastory about an incident that occurred around 1780
to Azor Perry of Middletown.

“Mr. Perry was a rough, unpolished man, and a
man of strong will and undoubted courage. He was
from the town of Orange, Conn., but lived a while in
Bennington before coming to Middletown...A good
many stories were told of his encounters with bears
and wolves, during his first years in Middletown...On
oneoccasion he was inthe woods about a mile from his
house, when hesaw ayoungbear, a cub, and having no
weapons to kill it, he ran and caught it, when the cub
seizing one of his hands in his mouth, biting through
his hand, held it fast in its mouth. Perry, in vain tried
to extricate his hand from the cub’s mouth, and when
hesaw he could not do it without help, hetook the cub,
weighing over onehundred pounds, under his arm and
carried it to his house, a mile or more, where with
assistance he was relieved.”

Copies of The History of Middletown Springs are
available from MSHS for $8, add $1 for postage.

New Trustees Elected

Attheannual meeting held Sept. 24, David Wright,
Jim Geddes, Jere Berger and Randy Kniffin were re-
elected to a second term, and Beth Miller was elected
toherfirst term, astrustees of theMiddletown Springs
Historical Society. Arthur Oken was appointed to
replace Dan Querrey, who resigned after one year.

Kay Avery, who along with Bud Krouse, holds a
permanent position on the board of trustees, appoints
a surrogate to represent her on the board. Mike
McKeen was tapped as Kay Avery’s surrogate trustee,
replacing Patty McWilliams, who resigned after three
years on the board.

The slate of the MSHS trustees is listed below:

David Wright President

Jim Geddes Vice President

Mike McKeen Secretary

Artie Oken Treasurer
Jere Berger Randy Kniffin
Nanette Gilmour Bud Krouse
Alan Grace Beth Miller

Thomas House Janna Tornabene




Curing “What the Flesh Is Heir To”

Thelndians knewofthesprings’ curative powersand
shared this knowledge with Middletown’s first European
settlers. But a major flood in 1811 buried the springs and
devastated much of the town’s riverside development as
well. The energy of thetownspeople went into sorting out
the homes, mills and other industrial structures, which
had been washed away in the torrent, so little thought
was given to the springs and their healing powers.

gazebo (pictured), which became the gathering spot for
many sufferers seeking remedies to their complaints.
Duringthemid-1800’s anew monied class developed.
Railroads, which made travel easier than it had been,
allowed these people to escape from the hot, disease-
ridden cities to the mountains. Wives and children were
sent to the country, joined periodically by their hus-
bands, thusthe term “Grass Widows.” Hotel guests were

The springs’ sources lay
hidden until 1868 when an-
otherflood uncovered them.
Mr. AW. Gray, while in-
specting flood damageto his
lands, rediscovered the
springs. He drank the wa-
ters, soon became very ill
and concluded that the wa-
ters contained a high min-
eral content. Others’ expe-
riences with the healing
waters were more favorable:
a man who suffered from
poison ivy drank some
springwater and was cured

met at the Poultney depot
and carried to the Montvert
in an elegant carriage drawn
by two to four horses.
These urban escapees
cameupforthecurative prop-
erties of the mineral healing
waters. But who were these
waters supposed to cure?
“Those suffering from
Liver or Kidney Complaints,
Rheumatism, Dyspepsia,
Chills and Fever, Malaria,
Catarrh or Hay Fever find
immediate relief by the use
of these waters,” the Hotel

shortly thereafter, as were
others who suffered from various maladies. Great
excitement followed the discovery and those who stood
to profit from the healing waters, in one way or
another, included practically everyone in town.

This was the era of medicine shows, elixirs and
potions to cure all but a guilty conscience.

Two more springs were discovered and different
companies began bottling water for sale throughout
the country and overseas. In 1869 the companies
consolidated into the Middletown Springs Hotel Com-
pany and, at a cost of $100,000, built the Montvert
Hotel on a rise overlooking the spring site. After the
Hotel opened in 1871, the town changed its name to
reflect its new importance as a spa.

“Theinteriorappointments of The Montvert arein
every respect superior,” wrote the hotel management
in a 1880 brochure. “It is the finest and largest hotel
in Vermont having accommodations for 350 guests.
The rooms are all large and airy with gas and bells in
each room. The water is brought from the famous cold
spring in the mountain through iron pipes and con-
ducted to every floor. It has splendid parlors, broad
and lofty halls, and is the most handsomely furnished
Hotel in the Green Mountains. The homelike feeling
with which it is regarded is shared by every visitor.”

The Hotel Company enclosed the springs in marble
fixtures and covered them with an elaborate Victorian

brochure claimed.

According to an article in the June 22, 1926, issue
of the Rutland Herald, “Despite the fact that the
springs aresituated within a few feet of each other, the
water of each differs greatly from the others surround-
ing. Due to this fact, the physicians of that time
declared that nearly all ill that the flesh is heir to was
curable by the use of the mineral-impregnated fluid.

“The springs were classified according to their
location, Number One being an acid water, highly
desirable in rheumatic afflictions and the gout, while
Number Two was said to be of a highly alkaline nature
and was something of the nature of the far-famed
Saratoga water....”

Bad management and the fall from fashion of the
“taking the waters” brought around the eventual
bankruptey of the company and demolition of the
Montvert in 1906. Once again, the springs were buried by
aflood in 1927 and basically forgotten for over 40 years.

In the late 1960’s Kay Avery, owner of the prop-
erty, urged Theron “Bud” Krouse to rediscover the
springs. After Bud’s success and hard work, Kay
turned overhalfthe property tohim, and togetherthey
donated it to the newly formed Historical Society.

Although the waters no longer have the mystique
that madethem famous, afew quiet moments spent at
the restored Spring House, can effect its own type of
healing in this weary world.



Membership Information

Membership dues for 1993 are due in January.
Dues (Check one):

Individual $5.00 Individual Life $125.00
Family $8.00 Family Life $150.00
Business $50.00

Send to: Arthur Oken, Treasurer
Middletown Springs Historical Society
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

The newsletter is mailed third class and will not be
forwarded or held for you by the Post Office. Please
be sure we have your correct address. You may give
us a seasonal address.

Donations

If you have an item you would like to give or
lend to the museum, please write to David Wright,
president, or Jim Geddes, museum director, c/o
MSHS.

Business Members
Thanksto localbusinesses that havejoined MSHS
under our “Business” membership category:

Burnham Hollow Orchard
Carris Reels, Inc.
Friends in Adoption
Green Mt. Timber Frames
The Herb Patch
Mark McManus, Architect
Middletown Springs Inn
Stewarts Dairy
Write Stuff Communications

The MSHS Wish List

The board of trustees has set up a Wish List of
items the Society needs:

i Dress forms and mannequins
1> Shop-Vac type vacuum cleaner
13> Barn storage space for museum items

Do you have one of these items that you can donate?
MSHS would greatly appreciate it.

Give a MSHS

Membership for
the Holidays

Mark Your Calendar /£9

MSHS 1993 events are scheduled on the follow-
ing dates:

March 27 Maple Festival

May 30 Memorial Day Parade

June 20 Strawberry Festival

July 10 Antique Transportation
Festival

August 8 Springs Park Picnic

September 23 Annual Meeting

October 3 Apple Festival

We will have more information on these upcoming
events in future issues of the MSHS Newsletter.
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