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The Inns of Middletown Springs

by Kay Avery
I sometimes think that &
Middletown Springs is the |§ :
biggest little town in Ver-
mont. There is a sort of
ripple effect; I had an aunt
who was very gregarious
andshesaid everywhereshe
travelled she would meet
someone who had either
beento Middletown or knew
someone who had.
For over two hundred

Service Station]. “The old
tavern house was moved
downbelow ‘cider mill hill,’
andrepaired” for tenant use.
It is now our post office.

In 1810, according to
Frisbie, there were several
mechanics shops, two tav-
erns, two stores. The town
has become a central place
for this part of Rutland
County.

The Valley House or

years, people have been
coming to and going from
Middletown. There was al-
ways a place to stay, but

This 1910 photograph of West Street shows (left to
right) the Valley Hotel, D.A. Barker’s Livery Stable
and the William H. Dyer Store.

Valley Hotel was oneofthe
two taverns in the early
1800’s. This building was
burned in the fire of 1920.

they were not always four
star hotels. Robert Gilmour noted in the preface to
Frisbie’s History of Middletown Springs(1867) that in
thespring of 1789, Reverend Nathan Perkins reported
“retched fare, retched bed, eat up with fleas, no hay,
horse starving.”

The area which is now Middletown Springs was
settled in 1774, Luther Filmore was one of the first to
arrive. After acabin, hebuilt aframehouse. It went up
the same year, 1781, as Thomas Morgan’s, who was
credited as having the first house. Luther Filmore,
according to Frisbie, was “the firstInnkeeper,” begin-
ning soon afterhebuilt his house. Thetavern was kept
thereby him and “one of the Brewster family till some
years after 1800. Sometime after 1811, Henry Gray
bought the place and lived in the house until about
1835 when he built the brick house” [site of Parker’s

MSHS Membership Dues

Your membership dues are vital to the MSHS.
While many renewals for 1993 have been received,
some not been returned. To help you determine your
membership status, ayear and two letters have been
added after your name on the mailing label of this
newsletter. Thedateindicatesthelast yearfor which
your membership is current. The letters show which
membership level you are: LI, individual life mem-
ber; LF, family life member; C, complimentary; B,
business.

The Valley House, built by
Waite Rathbone in the early part of the century, was
nearly carried away by the freshet of 1811. After
passing through various changes incident to country
inns, it went into the control of W.H. Haynes who kept
it to June 1882. The cost of staying at the Valley Hotel
in August 1894 was $1.75 for food and lodging. On
October 31, 1896, my father stayed there for $1.50. At
this time the stage to Poultney was 50¢ and dinner at
the Bardwell Hotel in Rutland was 50¢.

David Barker in 1894, purchased the hotel and
erected two large stables in back and next door with
capacity for 35 horses and alarge stock of wagons. Hehad
10or15driversinhisliveryand 35 employeesat onetime.

The Valley Hotel was open year round and catered
to boarders as well as over night guests. Carpenter’s
drug store was situated in the building and over the
livery stable next door was Barker’s Hall, “a very
pleasant, commodious, public hall with appropriate
staging, curtains for entertainment purposes, etc.” In
1903, Frank Richardson wasthe proprietor. Thebuild-
ing burned in the conflagration of 1920.

Atthebuildingthat isnow the Middletown Springs
Historical Society, James Ives kept astorein 1810. His
name is still visible on the front of the building. From
1831 to 1840 the Barrett family lived there, according
to a diary now in the possession of their descendant,
Hazel Grover.

The building was purchased by the Adams family
around 1839. Child’s Gazetteer of 1881-1882 lists
(Cont. on page 3)



PRESIDENT’S CORNER

David Wright

Renewal Is the Theme This Spring.

The long dormant second floor auditorium, last
used by the public about 25 years ago, came alive with
voices of dozens of singers at the Vermont Sacred Harp
Convention on April 17. Sparkling with new paint,
restored small pane windows, new lighting, and a
refinished floor, protected by a new fire detection and
security system, and accessed by new fire escape
stairs, refurbished interior stairs and a chair lift, the
newly renovated space is a great success.

The fire escape, in an attractive clapboarded addi-
tiontothenorth end of building was designed by Mark
McManus and built in March by Russ Arnold and
Robin Chesnut-Tangerman. Thanks to them and to
Don Smith and Dave Fenton who did necessary fire-
proofing to the first floor ceilings below the auditorium.

Combined with the kitchen and dining room be-
low, the auditorium makes the Historical Society
building an efficient and convenient facility for our
regular events (when weather forces them indoors)
and museum exhibits, and for all sorts of public and
private functions: plays, lectures, films, parties, wed-
ding receptions, dances, etc. Wethink the community
will appreciatethe versatility and attractivenessof the
building, a restoration of the old Community House
atmosphere, but improved to conform to current State
public safety codes.

Planstoexpand theMuseumtothe newspace were

given a boost by the awarding of a Vermont Museum
and Gallery Alliance Collections Care Grant for a
preliminary assessment of our museum collection, our
storage conditions, and our display and exhibit de-
signs. The $250 matching grant helps pay for the
services of a museum consultant who will advise us in
detail on our future direction.

In conjunction with the refocusing of our attention
on the museum collection, Jan Asch has volunteered
her computer expertise in converting our accession
records to compter files. An Apple computer program
will allow us to keep track of museum items and
information about them - where they are stored or
displayed, who gave them, what is their history and
significance. And we also will be able to sort and
arrange these files in many ways: by type, function,
age, donor, size, color, or whatever we need. Most
museums are moving toward computerization of their
records and we are fortunate to be beginning this
process while our collection is relatively small.

We hope that improvements in our fire and theft
security and in our collections care procedures will
assure past and future donors that items they give to
the Historical Society will be cared for conscientiously.

We look forward to an exciting series of events this
Summer. Come see our premier exhibit in the restored
auditorium, opening at Strawberry Festival, June 20.

Life Memberships to
Augment Heritage Fund

A committee of trustees led by Alan Grace is
working on the formal establishment of the Heritage
Fund. This amendment to the By-Laws, which will be
voted on at the Annual Meeting in September, speci-
fiesthat moneydonated tothe Heritage Fund or added
to the Fund by vote of the Trustees, will be allowed to
accumulate as an endowment until the fund reaches a
certain amount, $50,000. Interest or other income
from the fund would also accumulate.

The Heritage Fund was created in 1990 when
Trustees put $5,000 of a $10,000 unrestricted bequest
from Dr. Irene Lobdell into a special Heritage Fund
account. Interest earnings and other deposits have
increased thetotal toabout $6,000. A new aspect of the
committee’s proposal is that all Life Membership
donations after September 1993 will automatically be
added to the Heritage Fund.

Currently, Life Memberships, like annual mem-
berships, go into the the general fund to meet day to
day operating and maintenance expenses.

Life Memberships will automatically go to the
Heritage Fund, but any monetary donation—memori-
als, bequests, and even annual membership donations

—can be earmarked for the fund. Once the By-Law
amendment isadopted, donors can be assured that the
Heritage Fund will provide a financial endowment for
the Society in perpetuity.

Museum Exhibit to Feature
Items Never Before Exhibited
in Middletown Springs

Years of work and waiting will pay off for the
Historical Society at this year’s Strawberry Festival on
Sunday, June 20, when a new exhibit opens in the
restored auditorium.

Following up on the theme of this year’s Memorial
Day Parade, organized by the Grange, the exhibit will
betitled “Doorwaysto the Past.” It will feature several
items on loan from various sources, never before
displayed by the Historical Society, as well as familiar
photos and items from the Historical Society’s collection.

The exhibit will remain on display through Octo-
ber. The Middletown Springs Historical Society mu-
seum is open every Sunday from 2 to 4 p.m. through-
out the summer or by appointment. Call Jim Geddes
at 235-2144 for more information.




MSHS Remembers Three Charter Members

Rev. Robert Clayton

Rev. Clayton was born March
30,1914 in Princeton, New Jersey.
He received a degree from General
Theological Seminary and laterwas
headmaster and taught history at
St. Bernards School in Gladstone,
New Jersey. He was the pastor of Zion Episcopal
Church in Manchester, Vermont, for 30 years.

Rev. Clayton and his wife Betty bought their house
in Middletown Springs in 1960. He was president of
the Historical Society during the 1980’s.

Rev. Clayton died on August 28, 1992.

Donald Eugene Geddes

Don Geddes was a founding
Trustee of the Historical Society
and was responsible for obtaining
its non-profit status. He was a
MSHS president from 1977t0 1978.

Mr. Geddes was born on Aug. 4,

1911 and was educated at Pace University. An accoun-
tant by profession, he became town manager of
Castleton in 1967 and then town manager of Poultney.
He was active in local affairs for many years.

Mr. Geddes died on Feb. 18, 1993.

Rev. Richard Hanson

Rev. Richard Ewing Hanson
had a full and exciting career be-
fore his “retirement” to this area.
Born in China in 1905, he had a |
lif'elongabidingloveforChmaand '
its people. After receiving a degree - .
from Union Theological Seminary, he taught in Chma
during World War II. He served the Church in the
United States in many capacities.

Rev. Hanson and his wife Margery Day Hanson
attended the organizational meeting of the MSHS in
August 1969. That fall and for the next 10 years, he
served as pastor of the Middletown Springs Commu-
nity Church.

Rev. Hanson died on Jan. 8, 1993.

(cont. from pg. 1)

George D. and Sydney G. Adams as proprietors of the
Adams House. Sydney was also the mail carrier and
proprietor of the Poultney-Middletown stage. Cyrus
Adams was thelast individual to own the building and
run it as an inn. Around 1890 it was an undertaker’s
parlor. The rear addition was built about 1865, and
later the porte cochére replaced the original porch. It
became the Community House in theearly 20’sand the
Historical Society Building in 1971.

Onthesite of what is now the Middletown Springs
Innwas ahouse “built by Amasa Squires not long after
1800, and for many years occupied as a hotel, by
Jeremiah Leffingwell and a Mr. Monroe.” (Frisbie) It
was torn down in 1865 by Moses Vail, to make way for
the current Italianate structure.

On the outskirts of the village there were two
taverns. The John Burnham house, now owned by
Gary Kanew, was, by local tradition, an early inn and
stage stop. John Burnham first built a cabin and later
a frame house south of the village on the road to
Pawlet. A stage from Salem (NY) to Rutland went past
the tavern and over Haynes Hill Road (now called
Daisy Hollow Road). The stage forded the river just
above Schollar’s Falls and joined the road to Rutland.
At this point there was a second tavern called the
Brewsterplace. Thishouse, currently owned by Matt and
Patty Kenyon, boasted adancehall untiltheearly 1900’s.

This is part one of a three-part series on the Inns of
Middletown, adapted from a talk given by Kay Avery to
the Fortnightly Club.

Springs Park Now on the Map

After several years of lobbying state agencies and
legislators, the Mineral Springs Park is marked on the
1993-94 edition of the Official State Map. Unfortu-
nately, theylocated it onthe wrongside ofthe Poultney
River. But, hey, close enough.

Thanks to Secretary of State Don Hooper for his
special assistance.

Copies of the map are available from:

Vermont Dept. of Travel and Tourism
134 State St.
Montpelier, VT 05602.

Maple Festival

The Maple Festival was held on March 27 and
many people enjoyed watching maple sap being boiled
in large cauldron over an open fire. It is awe inspiring
that it takes so many hours of firetending and stirring
to get even a small amount of syrup! Inside the
Historical Society building, visitors tasted the many
maple desserts and sampled maple soda, donated by
Vermont Sweetwater. Mitch Spencergave atalk about
the history of sugaring in Vermont.

A special attraction was the sale of Middletown
Springs T-shirts. Many elementary students submit-
ted designs for the shirts; Isaac Pliner’s was the
winning entry. The shirts sold for $10 and profits from
the shirts were shared with the Middletown Springs
School. There are still a few available at the museum.



Membership Information
Membership dues for 1992 are due in January.

Dues (Check one):

Individual $5.00 Individual Life $125.00
Family $8.00 Family Life $150.00
Business $50.00

Send to: Artie Oken, Treasurer
Middletown Springs Historical Society
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

Frisbie’s History of Middletown is available for $9,
post paid.

Historic Architecture of Middletown Springs pam-
phlet is available for $3, post paid.

Donations to MSHS, a non-profit organization, are
tax deductible.

Business Members
Thankstolocalbusinessesthat havejoined MSHS
under our new “Business” membership category:

Burnham Hollow Orchard
Friends in Adoption
Green Mt. Timber Frames
The Herb Patch
Mark McManus, Architect
Stewarts Dairy
Vermont Sweetwater
Write Stuff Communications

Middletown Believe It Or Not
And History Puzzler!

According to Child’s Gazeteer 1881-82, Middle-

town Springs had two large cheese factories: Spring
Valley Cheese Factory, using milk of 400 cows and
Middletown Cheese Factory, “one of the first estab-
lished in the State” with capacity for the milk of 700
cows.

Where were these factories located? About how

many cows were in Middletown Springs in 1881?
Submit your answers and maybe win a prize! Answers
next issue!

This is an occasional feature—submissions are welcome!

WISH LIST

& Museum volunteers to help with the summer
exhibit

©  Volunteers to help with cataloging items in the
collection.

©  Shelving for museum storage.

& File cabinets for museum storage.

Mark Your Calendar ﬁ]

MSHS 1992 events are scheduled on the follow-

ing dates:
May 30 Memorial Day Parade
June 21 Strawberry Festival
July 10 Antique Transportation
Exhibit
August 9 Springs Park Picnic

September 19 Apple Festival

Watch for more information on upcoming events
in future issues of the MSHS Newsletter.
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