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The Inns of Middletown Springs
The Montvert Hotel

In 1870 A.W. Gray, his sons
Leonidas and A.Y., Jonas Clark
and others formed the
Middletown Springs Hotel Com-
pany and began construction of
the Montvert Hotel. Built at a
cost of $100,000, the glamorous
hotel opened in 1871.

The Montvert was an
Italianate-style building, 4%
stories high plus a basement,
and built on an “L” plan with
broad porches. It had 137 rooms
and according to different bro-
chures they could accommo-
date 250 to 350 guests. At its
time it was the largest hotel in
Vermont. It was known as “a
magnificent house, liberally
patronized in summer.”

It was supposed to be very

Photo of the “new

Mineral Spring Co.

” hotel under construction,
taken from the office of the Middletown

and a sample menu from 1898
are currently on display in the
“DoorwaystothePast” exhibit.

Behind the Montvert,
there was a large building
called Help’s Hall. A sign, now
inthe museum, read, “All help
in the rooms and lights out by
10:00 p.m. No outsiders al-
lowed in rooms at any time.
These rules will be strictly en-
forced. George L. Wright, dJr.
Proprietor. Open 6:00-6:30
a.m., 12:00-12:30 p.m., 5:30-
6:00 p.m. Doors will be closed
after these hours.”

There were stables with
room for 50 horses, box and
ordinary stalls, harness clos-
ets, rooms for coachmen and

S

modern, with gaslights and a bell in each room.
Mountain spring water flowed to every floor through
iron pipes from a large reservoir, giving “ample water
supply and a perfect system of sanitary plumbing.”
Thehotel wasequipped with hoses and fire extinguish-
ers on each floor. It was “reliably guarded by night
watchmen,” and also had a “reliable physician and
long distance telephone.” A new gas plant was a great
success. “Our house is one of the best lighted resort
houses in the country.”

The rooms were all large. The ladies’ parlor, for
instance, was 40 feet by 41 feet. The dining room was
65 feet by 41 feet, with a 17-foot ceiling.

Dinner was served at 6:00 p.m. “Montvert is, I
believe, the only hotel in Vermont where evening
dinner is served. Our cuisine is under the supervision
of a chef from the Hanover Hotel in New York. We
bring our own waiters from the Hanover who under-
stand how dinner should be served.” They served
fruits and vegetables, cream, butter and eggs fromthe
farm. They had a refrigerator, 16 feet by 16 feet. The
menus were very elaborate: they had oysters and
lobster Newburgh, and excellent food. There are
samples of the china used at the Montvert Hotel in the
Historical Society Museum. The hotel menu printer

equipment, livery service, driv-
ing and saddle horses. A carriage house, 72 feet by 30
feet still stands on the former Montvert property.
“Definitely no dogs allowed.”

Among the other buildings, there was an ice house
to the north of Help’s Hall. It was against the side of
the hill and was filled from above with sawdust and ice
cut fromtheice pond, which canstillbeseentotheeast
of the property in a grove of trees near the river. There
probably was a laundry in another building. A 10-pin
bowling alley, 98 feet by 18 feet, was located on the flat
land by the river. The whole area was park-like with
lawns, tree-lined avenues, and abroad pathway, which
ran from the front of the hotel down the hill to a little
(cont. on page 3)
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A Two Hundred Year Afterthought

The addition now under construction to the Com-
munity Church on the town green could have been
much more than a functional building. It could have
been an important example of historic preservation
principle and practice, worthy of attachment to the
1796 church, which is the crown jewel of the Historic
District and the historic and visual focal point of the
community. Instead, it will be remembered asa missed
opportunity and loss to the Historic District.

The MSHS Trustees urged in aletter tothe church
building committee a conservative approach to attach-
ing the addition, echoing a critical review of the plans
by the state Division for Historic Preservation. In
agreement with widely accepted preservation prac-
tice, they recommended a narrow connector or “hy-
phen” between the old and new buildings which would
visually separate old from new, destroy as little as
possible of the old building’s exterior surface, and
protect the shallow foundations under the valuable
church organ. The use of the connector would have
added nothing to the expense nor seriously affected
the addition design.

The principle of “least impact” on a historic struc-
ture is to the preservation minded architect what the
Hippocratic Oath is to a physician, a guiding ethical
direction in the earliest stage of design. Ignoring that
principle leads to unnecessary destruction of irre-
placeable material and to obtrusive impingement on
the original building form. The church hall addition,
if it must be attached at all, should attach as delicately
as possible, making perfectly clear that the addition is
a “two hundred year afterthought.”

For some, the old church represents the old fami-
lies and the way the town used to be. (The exterior is
virtually unchanged since the stained glass was added
in 1898.) The addition represents newer arrivals and
the progress they bring.

As one town resident reflected, “The connector
idea is like a respectful handshake, and the other way
is like an overzealous bear hug.” Hurt feelings among
those—within the church and without—who question
the addition for many reasons could have been been
soothed and possibly healed by more respectful treat-
ment of this venerable old building.

The town’s historic fabric is in decline despite the
awareness that designation as an Historic District in
1984 brought to many of us.

The Episcopal chapel took new life as the town
library, the Leonidas Gray house sparklesas Priscilla’s
B&B. The Historical Society auditorium functions
againasitdid inthe Community House era. Yet sound,
historic buildings have been demolished or “modern-
ized,” or have had awkward, incongruous additions
added.

It is sad when a project as important as the church
addition does not fulfill the potential that abuilding as
significant as the 1796 structure demands. We hope,
for its users’ sake, that it will be a functional success.
And we pray that their historic preservation mistakes
will be a community lesson for improvement and not
a license for further insensitivity.

The Historical Society continues to be available as
aresource to property owners and designers who wish
to make the best historic preservation decisions.

A.W. Gray Saw Returns to Middletown Springs

The MSHS Museum recently acquired a drag saw
manufactured by AW. Gray. Although we are as yet
unsure of its age, we know it originally was sold to the
family of Alden Robinson of Irasburg sometime around
theturn of the century. It recently passed through the
ownership of Fred Webster and Gabe Machado,two
different collectors in that area and was purchased in
July by Doyle Lane of Middletown Springs, who gave
it to the Historical Society.

Designed to be driven by a horse power (treadmill)
or gasoline engine, the saw was used to cut firewood by
the reciprocating action of a four-foot long blade.
Included with the saw is a mechanism for advancing
the log on a set of rails as it is cut.

Wethank Mr. Lane for donating this working drag
saw to our collection.

A one horse power with drag saw machine, as shown in
an A.W. Gray catalog, cost $174. The drag saw alone
cost $55.




Successful Summer Events

Strawberry Festival

Despite a rainy day and great difficulty finding
fresh berries (they were eventually found in Massa-
chusetts) the Strawberry Festival was a success in
conjunction with the Doorways to the Past Exhibit
opening. The event netted $325 for the treasury.

Antique Transportation Exhibit

The Antique Transportation Exhibit day brought
nice weather, but only a small turnout of exhibitors
because of conflicting events, and profit was a modest
$187. Discussion is under way about modifying the
theme to an antique agricultural exhibit. This would

tieinto the Society’s collection and help to distinguish
it from the many antique car shows.

Picnic in the Park

The Picnic in the Park again featured a pot luck
picnic with hot dogs, hamburgers and drinks offered
bythe Society to membersand the Middletown Springs
community. Musical entertainment on the Spring
House stage was provided by a local recorder en-
semble, by the Springs Singers, and other ad hoc
musical groups. Our annual “friend raiser” was well
attended and just about broke even financially.

(cont. from page 1)

bridgethat crossed to the springhouse. To the west of the
pathway there were magnificent round flowerbeds, rem-
nants of which still existed in my childhood. There were
tennis courts and a gazebo. The bowling alley was later
moved away from the river and made into a bungalow-
style house.

The hotel had a building at the springs for bottling
water and a “hydriatic establishment,” “a scientific
treatment by water for the following diseases: obesity,
uristhenia, anemia, nervous disseptia, insomnia, gout,
general debility, nervous disease. Special hours for treat-
ment of ladies.” By arrangement, private treatments
with Herr Xavier Putia of Vienna were available.
These baths were scientifically managed with ahot air
cabinet and aroom with exercising apparatus. Thebaths
included improved Turkish showers, hot showers, fan
douches, charcoal douches, hot baths, cool baths, hip
baths, steam douches, dripping sheets, wet baths and
saturated baths. Massage and Swedish movement were
given by a trained attendant. “Nothing can be more
refreshing and exhilarating afterahard rideonthe wheel
(bicycle) than a bath and rubdown by the attendant.”

To get to the hotel was a seven-hour trip from New
York. People came mostly from New York, New Jersey
and Washington, and many were socially well-known. In
1887 you took the train to Poultney or Rutland. The fare
was $5.75 to Poultney and $5.20 to Rutland. Carriages
were sent to meet the trains. You could also take a
steamboat to Troy, then the train to Poultney; in this
case, the fare was $3.35 and to Rutland $3.08. A tally-ho
drawn by two or four horses would meet thetrains, both
in Rutland and Poultney. Sometimes guests would come
with their own teams by way of Salem, New York.

As for recreation, bicycling, then as now, was very
popular. People were called “wheel men” and “wheel
women,” and you went out on a “wheel.” I remember in
my grandfather’s barn there was a “wheel room” where
allthe wheels were hung from great hooks in the ceiling.

The Montvert also had golf. Guests could play nine
holes, butIimagineit wasmorelikeaputtinggreen. They
had tennis and croquet, of course, and riding and driving

horses, fishing and bowling. Indoors the hotel had an
orchestra directed by August Strauss, who wrote the
Montvert March (copy on display in the museum). Dr.
Wack was also a director. The inn had concerts and balls
and hops. They also had abilliard room, ping pong, porch
card parties, and a complete darkroom for the photo-
graphically inclined.

And of course guests took carriage rides. They went
to Lake St. Catherine and Clarendon Springs, Lake
Bomoseen, the marble quarries and through the
Tinmouth Gulf. They also went to Sunset Hill, Spruce
Knob, Birdseye and Birdseye Peak, the Devil’s Den and
to Rutland and Poultney.

In 1896 the rate at the Montvert, according to my
father’s account book, was $2.50. In August 1896, he
stayed there Saturday evening to Monday morning, and
it was $4.50. In 1900 we have a statement that the hotel
was open June 20 to October 1, rates $2.50 and up.

Therelationship between thetown and the hotel was
distant. As someone said, “They pray and they play and
then they pay.” The Montvert was considered a valuable
economic asset to the town, but it was watched with a
critical eye. The townspeople did not participate in the
hotel activities to any great extent, but many worked
there. Will Thomas, in a June 1984 Rutland Herald
interview when he was 103, recalled setting pins in the
bowling alley and picking flower bouquets to sell to the
Montvert guests.

As the century neared its end, changes in hotel
management, policy and high prices eliminated any but
the wealthier clients and at the same time vogue for spas
was waning. The management went bankrupt in 1906.
The building was dismantled, vandalized and then fi-
nally demolished. Lumber from the Montvert Hotel was
used for houses in Poultney. The springs were lost in the
1927 flood and uncovered again in 1970 to create the
Mineral Springs Park.

This is part two of a three-part series on the Inns of
Middletown, adapted from a talk given by Kay Avery to
the Fortnightly Club.



Membership Information

Membership dues for 1993 were due in January.

Dues (Check one):

Individual $5.00 Individual Life $125.00
Family $8.00 Family Life $150.00
Business $50.00

Send to: Artie Oken, Treasurer
Middletown Springs Historical Society
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

4 Frisbie’s History of Middletown is available for
$9, post paid.

4 Historic Architecture of Middletown Springs
pamphlet is available for $3, post paid.

Donationsto MSHS, a non-profit organization, are
tax deductible.

Business Members
Thankstolocal businessesthat have joined MSHS
under our new “Business” membership category:

Burnham Hollow Orchard
Friends in Adoption
Green Mt. Timber Frames
The Herb Patch
Mark McManus, Architect
Middletown Springs Inn
Stewarts Dairy
Vermont Sweetwater
Write Stuff Communications

“Doorways to the Past” Continues

An exhibit of unusual items from local history
continues through the end of October in the newly
restored auditoriun of the Historical Society Building.
The exhibit includes an A.W.Gray’s Sons horsepower
in exceptional condition along with the 1844 patent
model for the horsepower and an oil portrait of Mr.
Gray; a shelf clock with wooden works which belonged
to the son of Joseph Spaulding, the town’s original
surveyor; a saliche, or sash, made by Indians and worn
by Eastus Barker of Tinmouth, High Sheriff of Rutland
County 1800-1813. Also included are unusual relics of
the Montvert Hotel, implements used by early town
doctors, furniture and domestic items, dolls and agricul-
tural tools. The exhibit is open Sundays, 1 to 4, or by
appointment (235-2144).

Our thanks go to the following loaners: Kay Avery,
Josie Berger, Barbara Blakely, Anna Fenton, Hazel Grover,
Frances Krouse, Ruth Krouse, Doyle Lane, Fred Norton,
Old Stone House Museum, Donald Rogers, and David
Wright.

An Apology and a Reminder

Our new system of indicating membership status
on your mailing label has had its predictable share of
mistakes. Some Life Members were mislabeled as
yearly members. Some members who had paid for
1993 were mistakenly shown to be in arrears. Take a
moment now to check the accuracy of your label, also
the spelling of your name and address. Please let us
know of any mistake. And if you are behind, why not
send along a check while you are thinking of it?

Apple Festival

Sunday, October 3

1to 4 p.m.
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