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during the recent renovation.

In the 1880s and 90s, Hazel Grover’s grand-
mother, Juliet Barrett Gray, took in boarders at her
home in the brick house built by Henry Gray. The
house, which stood where Parker’s service station is
now, burned in the January 1920 fire that destroyed
everything from the four corners east to the Valley
Hotel, where Grant’s Store now stands.

In the ’80s the most prominent boarding farm in
Middletown Springs was owned by Anson Cook, now
the Tarbells, and his daughter, Daisy Crampton,
continued to take guests until the 1940s. The summer
boarders were a wealthy, sophisticated group from
New York and New Jersey. They came in family
groups, often of three generations—grandma, mother
and children; the men would follow for a shorter stay.

About 1900 the Gardners on North Road began to
take guests. Asa Gardner III inherited the 500-acre
farm from his grandfather, Asa Gardner I, who came
to Middletown in 1791 . One morning at breakfast,
the Gardners’ paying guest, a newspaperman from
New York, said to Lillian Gardner, “Lil, thisis so good
you ought to advertise.” At his suggestion they put

The rates for room
and board for a week, single, second floor was $24.
Four in one room was $44 a week. The special chicken
dinner every Thursday and Sunday was 85¢. During
the teens, the chicken dinner was $1.50. Single rooms
on the second floor were $32 for a week and four in a
room was $83.

In 1920 Jessie married Frank Rogers and they
soon succeeded Jessie’s folks in running the place. A
four-story annex was added to the rear of the old
farmhouse in 1921. According to his son Donald,
Frank never liked the name Englewood, partly be-
cause the wags in the village mockingly called it
“Angleworm on the Hill.” So the name changed to
“Ourholm” and later the “Gardner-Rogers Home-
stead” or simply “The Homestead.”

Ourholm was still a working farm. Fred Kelly was
the farmer and Jessie Kelly ran the kitchen with help
from daughter Gertrude. Jessie Rogers was the hostess,
and she ran the cashbox and the giftshop. Frank Rogers
was the host. He met the train and cooked the meat.

Ourholm had guestrooms for 60 and a bath on
each floor. Everyone had a time assigned when they
could take their bath. There was a crank telephone
with a party line and a generator for electricity. The

(cont. on page 3)



PRESIDENT’S CORNER Jim Geddes

Things have come full circle. In the mid-1970s my
father was president of the Historical Society, and
now in 1993 I have been honored with that position.

The society has had a good year with several
successful functions, but our biggest triumph was the
opening of the upstairs auditorium. All of us can take
great pride in the restoration work that has been
done. Throughout the summer I have guided many
individuals and groups through our “Doorways to the
Past” exhibit in the auditorium and the “oohs,” “ahs”
and “wows” were wonderful to hear.

I am looking forward to another successful year
beginning with our participation in the Christmas in
the Park celebrationin early December. We also have
our usual slate of activities for next 1994.

The cataloging of MSHS’ collection is moving
ahead;Jan Aschis putting ourrecords on computerso

that in the future we will be able to access other
museum collections and they will know what we
have. Through a grant we received, Kim Zea, a
consultant for the Vermont Museum and Gallery
Alliance, visited us. Kim is a specialist in collection
care and will be giving us her recommendations for
the conservation and preservation of our collection.
Her visit was very positive, and to quote her, “you
guys are light years ahead of some societys.” Thanks
to Nan Gilmour, who provided lunch for the group
during Kim’s visit.

We all welcome our new trustees to the board.
They are Marilyn Trapeni, Doyle Lane, Hank
Gerberding and Bob Hughes. Together they bring a
great depth of experience to MSHS. Along with other
members, they make up a strong and committed
board of trustees to manage the Historical Society.

New Trustees & New Officers
Elected, Bylaws Changed

A tthe Annual Meeting on Sept. 23 Robert Hughes,
Henry Gerberding, Doyle Lane, and Marilyn
Trapeni were elected. Randy Kniffin was re-elected.
The approximately 35 members present also approved
a By-law change which formally establishes the Heri-
tage Fund. (A copy of the complete revised Bylaws is
included with the Newsletter.) After a pot luck supper
and business meeting in the dining room, members
reasssembled in the newly restored auditorium.

Noting that this was the first use ever of the room
for a Historical Society meeting, outgoing president
David Wright dedicated the room to the memory of
Edmund S. Ritchie, past president and tireless worker
on the building renovation. Professor Jonathan Scott
gave a slide lecture on the historic buildings of
Castleton and the builder Thomas Dake.

At the organizing meeting of the Trustees the
following officers were elected: Jim Geddes, Presi-
dent; David Wright, Vice President; Robert Hughes,
Secretary; Henry Gerberding, Treasurer.

Oldest Tree in Town Contest

Do you know where the oldest tree
in town stands? Rob Ogus, tree
surgeon, has offered a prize of
free tree work to the person
who identifies the oldest
tree in town. Send your
nomination to : "Tree," c¢/o
Middletown Springs His-
5 torical Society, Middletown

< Springs, VT 05757. Winner
will be announced in the Janu-
ary 1994 Newsletter.

Burnham HollowBridge Replaced

T he steel truss bridge on Orchard Road has been
replaced by a temporary Bailey bridge in anticipa-
tion of construction of a modern steel and concrete
bridge to be built in 1994 or 1995.

The old bridge structure was a “pony truss”,
installed in 1906 on apparently older stone abut-
ments that shelter a popular swimming hole on the
Poultney River.

According to a 1985 Vermont Dept. of Transporta-
tion survey, there were 180 steel truss bridges in use in
the state of which 30 were pony truss bridges. Since then
19 pony truss bridges have been replaced or are sched-
uled for replacement. 120 steel truss bridges remain,
only slightly outnumbering wooden covered bridges.

The bridge was never meant to support the weight
of trailer truck loads of apples nor modern road mainte-
nance and fire fightingequipment. Ithasbeen strength-
ened in recent years by temporary wooden posts. No
nearby alternate location for a new bridge is possible
and rerouting heavy traffic around the other end of the
road was considered impractical by the Selectmen.

Galopede Performs
Early Dances

ACastleton Collegebased dance group demonstrated
popular 18th and 19th Century dance styles to the
accompaniment of fiddle and guitar in the Auditorium
on November 6. Director and caller Sue Pregger ex-
plained the history and significance of each dance in a
chroonology that mirrors Vermonthistory tothe present.
The audience was invited to join in for an old fashioned
contradance, a reminder of the many lively dances held
in the Auditorium during the Community House era.
Middletown Historical Society members Devin Asch,
Caleb, Megan, and Sam Casco and their mother Natalie
all perform in Galopede. Debby and Randy Kniffin were
in charge of arrangements for the Society.




Collections Care Survey
Assesses the Historical Society

K imberly M. Zea, a museum consultant from Nor-
wich and former assistant registrar at the Hood
Museum of Art, Dartmouth College, recently conducted
aday-long survey of the MSHS’ facilities and collection.
Museum committee members Beth Miller, Jim Geddes,
Doyle Lane, Nan Gilmour and David Wright met with
Zea and showed her the building, the museum collec-
tion, the Springs Park, Tin Shop and some of the large
piecesofhorsepower equipment currently stored around
town. Discussion focused on preserving valuable items
in the collection and the storage conditions and conser-
vation techniques required. Ms Zea will prepare a
detailed report of her assessment, which will outline
priorities and guide in detail the direction of the mu-
seum committee and the Society. The survey was
funded with the assistance of a $250 matching grant
awarded last Spring by the Vermont Museum and
Gallery Alliance.

The Creamery Is No More

The Rutland County Co-operative Creamery, con-
structed in 1940, and the focus of the dairy business
in town for almost three decades is no more. In the 40’s
farmers from as many as 140 county farms shipped
their milk there in the familiar 10-gallon metal cans.
It was tested, weighed and credited to each farmer’s
account before being shipped in bulk by tractor trailer
truck to Borden’s bottling plant for the New York City
market and later to West Lynn Creamery for the
Boston market. The milk industry beganin the 50’s to
require refrigerated bulk tanks on farms, putting
many small farmers out ofbusiness by 1962. Milk was
picked up at the farm and brought to the creamery in
small bulk trucks. Later, tractor trailers took milk
directly from the farm, and after 1976 the creamery
was used only as a garage. By 1991 the building had
deteriorated to the point that a proposal to renovate
the building as a town garage wasrejected. An adjoin-
ing property owner purchased the building in 1992
and began demolition in October.

(cont. from page 1)

cows in the barn were milked by hand. The hay was
cut and raked with horses. Guests often helped with
the haying. With the hard work came refreshing pails
of switchel and a dipper. Switchel, a mixture of ginger,
sugar, molasses, vinegar or boiled cider and maple
sugar, was a big treat.

The boarder’s day at Ourholm began at 8 a.m.
with a bell for breakfast. Dinner was at noon and a
cold supper was served in the evening. Every Sunday,
of course, there was chicken. The entertainment in-
cluded a cookout on the stream up North Road every
Friday night, a dance with a piano and a phonograph
on Saturday nights, and a different special program
every Sunday. Once Frank Rogers shocked everybody
by reading some love letters he had written to his first
wife, Elizabeth Gray, Kay Avery’s great aunt. The
guests could also take trips to Lake St. Catherine or
hike down to Barker’s Bridge to swim.

During the war, 1941 to 1945, the rate was $57 a
week per couple with a 7-year-old son, according to Ed
and Carolyn Roach. At that point Bob Reed worked
there asdid Marian Matthews (JimmyMatthews’ daugh-
ter), Ida Mae Leffingwell, Helen and Honey Weatherbee,
sisters of Snuffy (Helen married Frank Rogers’ son,
Donald), and Fran Krouse. Recreation for guests then
included two shuffleboard courts, which were lighted at
night. Guests could go to local auctions, hike, play
horseshoes, croquet, ping pong or cards. There was an
annual climb up to the fire tower on Spruce Knob. At
night, there were sing-alongs around the fire.

In 1962 Frank and Jessie, sold to the Stensgards,
who added a lounge, bar and pool. Now couples came,
generally staying for only a week. They accommodated
about 20 to 30 guests at a time and were only open in the
summer and fall. In 1966 the Stensgards sold it to Jack
Horner, who converted it from a guest farm to a trailer
park and group home for mentally retarded menfrom
Brandon Training School.

There were other summer boarding houses in the
early 1900s. A house on North Street, now owned by
Dale Bealmear, was known as Woodbine Villa and
was run by Norma and Oscar Thomas. It had a wrap
around verandah, with rocking chairs and a trellis
with vines. There was a rose arbor and a garden on the
south and a hitching post at the end of a marble walk.
The house wasvery elegant, with Tiffany glass shades,
a silver tea service, lace curtains, a piano, and brass
numbers on the doors—a lovely place for weddings
and receptions. :

The Ives Hoadleys ran a boarding house on South
St., where Ellen Moyer now lives, catering to teach-
ers. Their daughter, Mabel Hoadley Lincoln ran it
later and served chicken dinner for 50¢. Others who
boarded teachers included Grandma Thomas, Alice
Green, the Hubbards and Mrs. O’Brien.

The Leonards had a guest house on West St.
where the Bernhardts now live. When Kay Avery
wrote an article in 1970 for The New York Times
about a small unnamed Vermont town, a man wrote
to her that he recognized the guest house as the
Leonard’s in Middletown Springs from the descrip-
tion of the wallpaper.

In 1972, the Vail house, built in 1875 on the site
of an early hotel mentioned in Part I, was converted
into a bed and breakfast and named the Middletown
Inn by Paul and Dorine Sipple. Improved, richly
decorated, and expanded by several owners over two
decades, it is now owned and operated by Jane and
Gene Ashley.

The Leonidas Gray house on South St. was pur-
chased in 1989 by Priscilla and Doyle Lane. Restored,
expanded, landscaped, it is now Priscilla’s Victorian
Inn.

Thisisthefinalinstallment of athree-part serieson the
Inns of Middletown, adapted from a talk given by Kay
Avery to the Fortnightly Club.



Membership Information

Membership dues for 1993 were due in January.
Check your mailing label for current status.

Dues (Check one):

Individual $5.00 Individual Life $125.00
Family $8.00 Family Life  $150.00
Business $50.00

Send to: Artie Oken, Treasurer
Middletown Springs Historical Society
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

+ Frisbie’s History of Middletown is available for
$9, post paid.

4 Historic Architecture of Middletown Springs
pamphlet is available for $3, post paid.

4+ Middletown Healing Springs Bottle is avail-
able for $55, plus shipping

Donations to MSHS, a non-profit organization,
are tax deductible.

Business Members
Thanks tolocal businessesthat have joined MSHS
under our “Business” membership category:

Burnham Hollow Orchard
Friends in Adoption
Green Mt. Timber Frames
The Herb Patch
Mark McManus, Architect
Middletown Springs Inn
Stewarts Dairy
Vermont Sweetwater
Write Stuff Communications

Give a Mineral
Springs Bottle
For the Holidays

Thanks to members Frank and Jan Asch

and Doyle Lane the Society has acquired a
collection of Middletown Healing Springs bottles,
found recently in a Danby barn.

They are available, in perfect condition, for
fundraising donations of $55.00 to members and
$60.00 to non-members. A few bottles with chips,
dings and holes are available for as little as $10.00.

There must be someone on your Holiday gift list
who deserves a handsome historic collectible which is
sure to increase in value!

(P.S. Anidentical bottle sold in the July Firemen’s
Auction for $55.00.)

WISH LIST

© Museum volunteers to help catalog, arrange and
preserve items in storage. Call Beth Miller at
235-2734 or Jim Geddes, 235-2144.

CHRISTMAS
IN THE
PARK
SUNDAY,DEC. 5™
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