N Middletown Springs Historical Society

Vol. 25, No. 1

Celebrating Our 25th Year!

February 1994

The Gold-Headed Cane
“In Trust”

argaret Anderson,

whowas 93 on Dec.
26, 1993, has been hon-
ored by the Select Board
as the oldest Mid-
dletowner. She has re-
ceived a certificate that
recognizes her longevity
and entitles her to pos-
session of the gold-
headed cane. She has cho-
sen, however, toleave the
valuable symbol in the
care of the Town. The Se-
lect Board plans to dis-
play the famous cane

Margaret Anderson, current holder of the Gold-Headed
Cane, milking Golda at her Norton Road home, c. 1949.

to the oldest person in
many NewEngland towns
was begun in 1909 by the
Boston Post, according to
a c¢. 1970 article in the
Lebanon, N.H. Valley
News. Post publisher
EdwinGrozierhad atleast
431 canes inscribed “Pre-
sented by the Boston Post
to the Oldest Citizen of
(town’s name). To Be
Transmitted.” The tradi-
tion is still followed in at
least 11 New Hampshire
towns. Sharon, Vt. also

with a photo of Mrs.
Anderson and a list of previous recipients in a public
place such as the town post office.

Mrs. Anderson, the wife ofillustrator Frederic Ander-
son, came tolive on the old Powersfarm onupper Norton
Rd. (unofficially known as Anderson Rd.)in 1947. Since
1991 she has resided at the McKerley nursing home in
Rutland. Her daughter Jean Ekwall and granddaugh-
ter Liz Ekwall now own the farm.

The gold-headed cane traditionbeganin 1907 when,
according to a Rutland Herald article, a town-wide
celebration honored Alpheus Haynes (1807-1908) on
his 100th birthday on July 29. Members of the Baptist
Church, where Haynes was a deacon for 70 years,
organizedthe affair. Itincluded a band concert, speeches
and a commemorative poem. Deacon Haynes was pre-
sented with a gold-headed cane inscribed “T'o the Oldest
Person of Middletown Springs, Vt., in Trust”. The cane
was purchased from a $90 fund raised for the day’s
expenses, and it was understood that upon Deacon
Haynes death the cane would be passed on to the then
oldest person.

The next cane holder was Judge Roswell Buel, a
speaker at Deacon Haynes’ celebration. Margaret Ander-
son is the 31st person eligible for the honor as the oldest
person in town, as far as research to date has deter-
mined. A newly updated list is on page 3.

A similar tradition of passing on a gold-headed cane

has a gold-headed cane
tradition, begun in 1927, but theirs is not a Post cane.

Did theidea of awarding a gold-headed cane to the
oldest citizen originate in Middletown Springs with
the Deacon Haynes centennial? If not, where did the
idea originate? We know that a gold-headed cane in
the collection of the Vermont Historical Society bears
the inscription “G.W. MacAvoy from the Employees
of Montvert.” George MacAvoy was manager of the
Montvert Hotel in Middletown Springs from about
1880 until at least 1886.

Deacon Alpheus, gold-headed cane in hand, rides in
J.E. Buxton’s Stanley Steamer on July 7, 1907.




PRESIDENT’S CORNER Jim Geddes

I am happy to tell you that the long awaited report
of our collection survey has arrived. While very
positive, it does contain some constructive criticism
and many suggestions. After we received the report,
we had a follow-up visit from Michele Pagan, who
further discussed the report and its recommenda-
tions. Some specificitems in our collection are in need
of immediate conservation. This work will of course
need funding.

The painting of Dewey Pliny Burnham is an
example. It is an historically important piece due to
the fact that both the painter and his subject were
Vermonters. It may be the only existing work of
Bennington artist Henry Safford Nichols (b. 1806).
Burnham was the grandson of Middletown’s John
Burnham, for whom Burnham Hollow is named.

To quote Kim Zea, the VMGA assessor, “The
painted surface is actively flaking and is in need of
professional conservation soon.” She also says that
before this work is done we should have an environ-
mentally secure place to display the painting once the
work is done. This of course also applies to the rest of
our collection. A difficult proposition at the least.

Kim also noted in the report that the Columbian
Exposition Certificate and the Montvert photo collage

are in need of conservation, rematting, framing, etc.
Perhaps a MSHS member or members might “adopt”
anitem from our collection and sponsor the necessary
work. Another idea is a Conservation Fund set up to
assist in the needed work.

Call me, write me, giving me your ideas. This
work is vital to preserve our collections, and decisions
need to be made soon.

On to other matters. Believe it or not, spring and
summer are coming! Our Maple Festival, on Sunday,
March 27, is only six weeks away. I look forward to
seeing many of you then.

This year, 1994, is also our 25th anniversary, and
we hope to do a few special things to mark our
birthday. A quarter of a century—from nothing to
where we are today. Think of it!

Itis with regret that I have accepted Beth Miller’s
resignation from the Board due to her time con-
straints. She has assured me that she will continue to
lend her knowledge and expertise to our museum
collection work.

I am also pleased to welcome Jane O’Reilly as a
new member of the Board. Jane brings a great deal
of experience with her and will be a valuable member
of the Board.

VMGA Collection Survey
Sets Goals for Museum

We recently received Kimberley Zea’s report
assessing the Society’s museum collection and
storage and display facilities. Zea, a museum consult-
ant, surveyed our collection in November 1993 and
offered the Trustees and Museum Committee a gen-
erally positive assessment and many specific sugges-
tions for improvement. Zea praised us for our well-
restored building and Springs Park, our active pro-
gram schedule, lively newsletter and educational
involvement with the community. In the report she
also urged more careful preservation of certain artifacts
in the collection, more complete inventorying and cata-
loguing, and closer attention to monitoring and regulat-
ing environmental conditions in the building.

Michele Pagan, Vermont Museum & Gallery Alli-
ance Collections Care Program director, met with Trust-
eesonFeb. 4, 1994 to highlight the report and prioritize
suggested projects. Further VMGA matching grant
money is available to purchase materials, equipment
and the services of professional museum consultants.
High on the list of needs are humidity/temperature
recording devices, UV filters and shades.

We also need volunteers to help with the work.

FroMm A CouNTRY DIARY

Valentine’s Day 1896

Jesse Belle Gardner Rogers (1882-1978) grew up at the
Homestead on North Road. Her diaries are a recent gift
to MSHS from her son Donald Rogers.

Mon. Feb. 3 Pleasant... We all were looking for-
ward to the Valentine Party at our house on a week

from to-morrow night or rather a social for the benefit
of the B.C. (Baptist Church).

Fri, Feb. 7 Cloudy... Mamma made ice cream.
News of our “Valentine Party” next week was in all
the papers. There was a terrible fire near Granville
last night, as people saw the reflection in the sky.

Tues. Feb. 11 Stormy. Greatpreparations were made
for the Valentine Party which is this evening. There
were 60 here, very much surprised we were, as it
snowed and blew so, we didn’t expect many. We had
a splendid time every one... People didn’t go home
until after one o’clock.

Wed. Feb. 12 Pleasant. Fred didn’t go to school, as
he wasnot very well. But Etta andIdid. We were not
very sleepy after all. Mamma freezed some chocolate
ice cream. Mamma took a sponge and washed things
(the kitchen) all over.




Recipients of the Gold Headed Cane
“To the oldest person of Middletown Springs, Vt., In Trust.”

1. Deacon Alpheus Haynes 100 years 1807 - 1908
2. Judge Roswell Buel 9? years 1810- ?
3. Marcena Willard Spaulding 95 years 1819- 1914
4. Deacon Dyer Leffingwell 89 years 1834 - 1923
5. Reuben Redmann Spaulding 84 years 1835- 1919
6. Marshall Brown 92 years 1836 - 1928
7. Sarah Amelia Gray 91 years 1840 - 1931
8. James Buxton 93 years 1842 -1935
9. Fayette Spaulding 93 years 1842 -1934
10. Fanny Spaulding ? ? - ?
11. Chester A. Chase 100 years 1842 - 1942
12. Fannie Richardson 90 years 1849 - 1939
13. Amelia Woodward 94 years 1851 - 1945
14. James Dudley ? ? - ?

15. Margaret McLean ? ? - ?

16. Florence Spaulding Parker 97 years 1861 - 1958
17. Wallace Spaulding 93 years 1866 - 1958
18. Chauncey Greene 97 years 1866 - 1963
19. Carrie Spaulding 104 years 1868 - 1972
20. Susan Spaulding Cairns 101 years 1874 - 1975
21. Georgia Cobb Taylor 97 years 1880 - 1977
22. Jesse Rogers 96 years 1882 -1978
23. Marguerite Norton Tracy 94 years 1884 - 1978
24. Bernard Shattuck 96 years 1887 - 1983
25. Ora Moyer 96 years 1889 - 1985
26. Alice Gray Hickox 95 years 1890 - 1985
27. Nellie Smetana 94 years 1891 - 1985
28. Mary O’Neil 94 years 1894 - 1988
29. Jennie Powers 94 years 1894 - 1989
30. Faustina Greene 93 years 1898 - 1991
31. Margaret Anderson 93 years 1900 -

There are some gaps and inconsistencies in this list. If you
have any corrections or additions, please contact David Wright
at 235-2376.

The Creamery Is No More

he Middletown Co-operative Creamery building, constructed

in 1940, and the focus of the dairy business in town for almost
three decades hasbeen demolished. Farmers from as many as 140
local farms brought their milk there in the familiar 85-pound metal
cans. It was tested, weighed and credited to each farmers account
before being shipped in bulk to be bottled and sold under brand
names such as Borden. With improvement of refrigerated trucks
and changes in dairy laws in the Sixties that required refrigerated
bulk tanks on farms, milk was picked up, tested and measured at
the farm.

The creamery building was used in the Seventies as a mainte-
nance garage for the trucks. By 1991 the building had deteriorated
tothe pointthat votersrejected a proposal to purchase and renovate
the building as a town garage. Patty McWilliams, an adjoining
property owner, purchased the building in December 1992 and
began demolition in October 1993.

Frances Krouse
Reports on Progress of
History Update

t aspecial Trustees Meeting on Janu-
ary 19 past-president Frances Krouse
reported on her project to write a history of
Middletown Springs from 1867 (the date
of Barnes Frisbie’s history) to the present.
While she has been collecting Middletown
history information for more than forty
years, it was in 1989 that she accepted the
invitation of then-president Robert Clayton
toundertake the project that Society mem-
bers have envisioned since the early ‘Sev-
enties. Ms Krouse set a date of June 1994
to present a manuscript to an editorial
committee to be chosen by the Trustees.
Further work will involve finding a
publisher, the choice of photographs, illus-
trations and design of the book. A publica-
tion date of early 1995 is possible. Please
call Frances at 235-2302 if you have family
or organization history or photos to offer.

Membership Renewal
Raffle Offers
Middletown Bottle

lucky winner drawn from the first 50

responses to the January member-
ship letter will receive a Middletown Heal-
ing Springs bottle.

The Membership Committee, includ-
ing Traude and Bob Hughes, Henry
Gerberding, and Marilyn Trapeni, recently
mailed the appeal to all members up for
renewal, lapsed members, and a list of
prospective members compiled from the
Town checklist and from suggestions from
other Trustees. Response so far has been
strong, and we urge those who haven't
responded to do so soon.

In addition to a chance on the bottle,
members receive the quarterly newslet-
ter, and discount admissions to many mu-
seums including, Shelburne, Bennington
and the Adirondack Museum. A member-
ship card and a list of participating muse-
ums will be sent with the next newsletter.



Membership Information

Membership dues for 1993 were due in January.
Check your mailing label for current status.

Dues (Check one):

Individual $5.00 Individual Life $125.00
Family $8.00 Family Life $150.00
Business $50.00

Send to: Artie Oken, Treasurer
Middletown Springs Historical Society
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

4+ Frisbie’s History of Middletown is available for
$10, $11.50 post paid.

4 Historic Architecture of Middletown Springs
pamphlet is available for $3, post paid.

+ Middletown Healing Springs Bottle is avail-
able for $55, plus shipping

Donations to MSHS, a non-profit organization,
are tax deductible.

Business Members
Thanks tolocal businesses that have joined MSHS
under our “Business” membership category:

Burnham Hollow Orchard
Friends in Adoption
Green Mt. Timber Frames
The Herb Patch
Mark McManus, Architect
Middletown Springs Inn
Stewarts Dairy
Vermont Sweetwater
Write Stuff Communications

Middletown Springs Bottles
For Sale

We have a good supply of amber Grays and Clark
Middletown Healing Springs bottles at $55 to mem-
bers and $60 to non-members. Collectors should
inquire about the range of colors from very dark red
amber through orangish amber to light olive amber.
Prices vary on these scarcer items. For those on a
budget we have a few bottles with chips, dings and
holes for as little as $10.

Thank You!

Kay Avery, a founding trustee of the Society, has
generously donated $1,000 to a special History Up-
date Fund. Her gift will be added to $1,200 already
earmarked (since 1985) in the MSHS treasury. We
are also exploring sources of grant money for this
important project.

WISH LIST

© Volunteers needed to explore Grandma’s Attic!
We will have a workshop on a Saturday in early
Spring to inventory every artifact in the museum
and in storage. We will work in pairs counting,
locating and recording items. Kids can help with
the fun, surprises and refreshments! Call Beth
Miller at 235-2734 or write ¢/o MSHS.

How to Check Your Membership Status

Look for the numbers and/or letters after your
name. IL = Individual Life, FL = Family Life, 194 =
Individual paid for’94, F94 = Family paid for’94, C
= Complimentary, B94 = Business paid for ’94.
Please notify us if we make an error on your label in
status, spelling, or address.
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