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Middletown Springs History Nears Final Stage

by Frances B. Krouse

aking up the
T challenge of up-
dating the history,
whichhadbeen tried
by several others, I
cast out my line be-
lieving that with a
little luck I might
reelin some extraor-
dinary pieces. I pur-
sued the task, be-
causel wantedtoput
together a story
about Middletown
Springs which would

his public readings
in 18677

I do know that
only a few people
were able to afford a
copy of Frisbie’s his-
tory, and those who
owned a copy cher-
ished it as one of their
most prized posses-
sions. The first time
I saw a first edition,
Ifelt anexcitementI
will never forget. I

capture the quality
of life after the Civil
War and during
what is commonly

Decoration Day Exercises 1918—Standing L to R: Georgia
Hutchins, Marion Greene, Leona Hickox, Ruth Gilmore, Unknown
(can anyone identify her?), Flora Mason, Doris Pratt. Kneeling L to
R: Fleda Petty, Ruth Frost, Mabel Hoadley and May McClure.

was about six years
old then. Frank and
Fanny Gray shared
with me many sto-
ries about the people

known as the town’s resort era. I also hope to do
justice to our people while explaining the phenom-
enon of how we stood still while growing through
nearly all of the twentieth century.

During this time, my thoughts returned rather
frequently to our earlier historian, the Honorable
Barnes Frisbie, and I wondered about the challenges
he faced as he wrote his 130-page history, which he
said took him 12 yearstodo. I also wondered how well
his story was received and how many people attended

MSHS 1994
Events Schedule

Sun. May 29 Memorial Day 3 p.m.
Sun. June 26  Strawberry Festival 2-4 p.m.
Sun. July 17 The Fifties in Motion 1-4 p.m.
Sun. Aug. 14  Springs Park Picnic 6 p.m.
Sun. Oct. 9 Apple Festival 1-4 p.m.

and events in this town, which they would tell me
when I stopped by to talk with them on my way home
from school. Unfortunately, some of these fascinating
stories are now but vague memories. How would I know
then that someday I would want to remember them as
I wrote the next volume?

AsT approached this task, I knew that I would not
be able to rely on the intrigues of Ethan Allen, or tell
stories about the men who raced to build their houses,
or relive the work of laying out a village green and
cemetery, or spark the imagination of my readers
with great tales of gold, religious ferment, and woolly
bear stories, or recreate the sad day when a young
man died of wounds received on a Civil War battle-
field. Nor give all the reasons why so many sought to
live in this hilly town with a climate suited to the
whims of happiness or trials and tribulations.

What was even more difficult was how to write a
story cast in the Vermont tradition of hardscrabble
with a fagade. Between these contrasts, I discovered
that we come from a community of commonality and
diversity. I also reasoned long ago, that there is a
fulcrum on which human kindness rests and a pivotal
point around which agreements and disagreements
rotate, which seemed to describe the way our town
works. And, as I sorted out the pieces and talked to

(Continued on page 3)



PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Jim Geddes

In my last column I said spring and summer were
coming. Why, then, am I still wearing a flannel shirt?
Fear not, it will come!

As most of you know, the Society held a Healing
Springs bottle raffle this spring. The first 50 new or
renewal memberships were eligible for the random
drawing. Mrs. Genevieve Frantz of Menlo Park, Calif,,
was the winner. Ireceived a very nice note from Mrs.
Frantz, a granddaughter of Dyar Leffingwell’s, ac-
knowledging the receipt of the bottle in good condition.

I called Janice Leffingwell and told her about the
raffle and the winner. She was unaware of Mrs.
Frantz or their relationship, but was planning to get
in touch and renew family ties. Anna Fenton also
remembers Mrs. Frantz. Strange how small the
world has become through modern communications.

With the Memorial Day and Fourth of July holi-
days in the offing, I am impelled to reflect on our
country and our obligations to it. I have a 10-year-old
nephew in New Hampshire, who wrote a speech

entitled “What Makes a Good American Citizen” for a
school assignment. He mentions that a good citizen
should be loyal to the nation’s leaders, that he or she
should pay attention to the environment, and that
race should not scorn race. He also quotes the Consti-
tution, the Pledge of Allegiance and Patrick Henry’s
“Give me liberty, or give me death.” My nephew
concludes, “When our founding fathers wrote the
Declaration of Independence they stated that all men
are created equal, therefore a good American citizen
would believe in equality for all.”

The thoughts and ideas of my nephew, at the age
of 10 years, are something that all of us, regardless of
age, could reflect on and use as a guide to our behav-
ior. Many parts of our world are not now a pleasant
place to be. Only our conduct and our relations with
others can change this and bring us back to the more
gentle world we all crave.

We hope to see many of you at the Memorial Day
Parade and, of course, at the Strawberry Festival.

Spring 1896

Jesse Belle Gardner Rogers (1882-1978) grew up at the
Homestead on North Road. Her diaries are a recent gift
to MSHS from her son Donald Rogers.

April17... Had a terrible thunder shower. Lightning
struck Mr. Al Clark’s house (Bigelow house,
burned 1987) but they put it out before it burned.
Everyone was scared awfully.

April 18 ... Frank Clift came down and he and Fred
went and got our first bunch of May flowers.

April 29 ... Mamma and Papa went to a sociable in
the Methodist Church . We kids did not go. May
Parker began sitting with me and expects to (for)
the remainder of the term.

May 1 ... This P.M. cleaned the school house and
grounds. I played the march this morning for the
scholarsto march by. Mamma’s first pansy opened.

May 6 ... Exams began this P.M. Papa dusted (?) the
lambs in tobacco juice this P.M. The Haskins trial
was to-day.

May 29 ... Papa came down for all of us after school
and coming home it rained and got us all wet. We
(were) all dressed up as we celebrated Decoration
Day by speaking. There was a reception for the
graduates of ’95 & *96 down to Mr. Johnson’s this
evening. I went up and stayed all night with Daisy.

May 30 ... I came home before 6 o’clock this morning
so we gotready for Rutland - Papa, Mamma, Fred
and I all went. Miss Wheeler asked me to play in
her “Rutland Concert” June 17th.

June 9 ... Etta and I wrote invitations for my birth
day party tomorrow evening.

June 10 ... All (nearly) of the pupils that I invited to
my party came and we had a fine time. A.B. gave
me a handkerchief and pin & J.B. a bottle of
perfume and L.B. a pink neck-tie...Grandma A.
gave me a ring.

Award for Driving Tour

Views Through Time: Driving Throughthe Rutland
Region recently won an award from the Vermont
Historical Society. The Rutland Area Cultural Alli-
ance published the 13-page booklet, which features a
section on Middletown Springs and its Historic Dis-
trict. Researched and written by graduate students of
the UVM History Preservation Program, the tour
includes historic buildings and sites in Rutland,
Clarendon, Ira, Middletown Springs, Poultney, Fair
Haven, Castleton and West Rutland. Featured in
Middletown Springs are the Haynes farm, the Green
and its buildings, the Old Cemetery, houses on South
St., the Montvert Hotel and A.W. Gray factory sites,
and the row of “oaks” (really maples) at the Tarbell
farm. Copies of the booklet are available for $2.50,
including postage.




Recipients of the Gold Headed Cane Gold Headed Cane Up date
“To the oldest person of Middletown Springs, Vt., In Trust.” hanks to Town Clerk Florence Coburn,
1. D Alpheus H 100 1807 - 1908 Anna Fenton and others for additions
9. Jsgggri{osgveﬁl Isaueallynes 97 ii:ﬁ: 1813 - 1910 and corrections to the list of Gold Headed
3. Marcena Willard Spaulding 95 years 1819 - 1914 Cane recipients, which we publishedin the
4. Reuben Redmann Spaulding 83 years 1835-1919 February 1994 Newsletter.
5. Deacon Dyar Leffingwell 89 years 1834 - 1923 . Themostimportant change s the dele-
6. Marshall Brown 92 years 1836 - 1928 tion of the name Fanny Spaulding. Due to
7. Sarah Amelia Clark Gray 90 years 1840 - 1931 a typographic error in transposing the list
8. Fayette Spaulding 92 years 1842 - 1934 from the 1984 to the 1985 Town Report,
9. James K. Buxton 93 years 1842 -1935 the name Fannie E. Richardson became
10. Fannie E. Richardson 90 years 1849 - 1939 Fannie Spaulding. According to Anna
11. Chester A. Chase 99 years 1842 -1942 | Fenton, there was a Fanny (or Fannie)
12. Amelia R. Woodward 92 years 1852 -1945 | Spaulding, but she lived in Poultney and
14. Margaret R. MacLean ? ? -1945 Burlington. ) i
13. James Dudley 90 years 1860 - 1951 'I.‘heye stl.ll are a few gaps and inconsis-
15. Florence Spaulding Parker 97 years 1861 - 1958 tencies in this list. If you have any correc-
16. Wallace Spaulding 92 years 1866 - 1958 tions or ad}i1t10ns, please contact the His-
17. Chauncey Sheldon Greene 96 years 1866 - 1963 torical Society or Florence Coburn.
18. Carrie Spaulding 104 years 1868 - 1972
19. Susan Spaulding Cairns 101 years 1874 - 1975 . .
20. Georgia Cobb Taylor 96 years 1880 - 1977 Winner of Membership
21. Jesse Gardner Rogers 96 years 1882 -1978 ﬁZB An
22. Marguerite Norton Tracy 94 years 1884 - 1978 Bottle Ra nounced
23. B d Shattuck 96 1887 - 1983
24. Of‘:nlsli)yer artie 95 ;’:2;2 1889 - 1985 enevieve H. Frantz of Menlo Park,
25. Alice Gray Hickox 94 years 1890 - 1985 California won an antique Middletown
26. Nellie A. Smetana 94 years 1891 - 1985 Healing Springs bottle in a recent mem-
27. Mary O’'Neil 94 years 1894 - 1988 bership raffle. Her name was drawn from
98. Jennie R. Powers 94 years 1894 - 1989 the names of the first fifty persons to
29. Faustina Greene 93 years 1898 - 1991 respond to the Historical Society’s Janu-
30. Margaret Anderson 93 years 1900 - ary membership fund drive.
Congratulations, Mrs. Frantz!

(Continued from page 1)

people, it dawned on me that life here is a reasonable
blend of blissfulness and sadness with its own kind of
built-in privacy and a chance to pursue personal
dreams without too much temptation and regulation
and, in my opinion, in perfect accordance with the
Vermont tradition “so as to hardly notice it.”

It is exciting to report that a new history as
factually entertaining as Frisbie’s account is close to
completion. This pleasant sequel will appeal to all
who live here or admire this snug little town. The
purpose of this book is to tell stories to those who
might never otherwise hear them, as well as to re-
kindle memories and emotions. Our new history will
provide us with a linkage from 1867 to the last
decades of the twentieth century with references to
those earlier days of Frisbie.

I have done my best to be impartial and not give
a false impression that a few families created a
wonderful town and that all the rest made little or no
difference. For it has taken the quiet homemakers
and farmers, the restless who returned with their

wealth, the thoughtful clergy and teachers, the enig-
matic town officials and pettifoggers, and the creative
inventors and millwrights, as well as the exhilarated
hotelkeepers, hostlers and merchants to make our
story. It will take the same types to continue it.

Editor’s Note: A history is now approaching its final
stage and if you haven’t had time to talk to Frances or
send inyour contribution, please write Frances Krouse
at 2 Buxton Ave., Middletown Springs, VT 05757, or
call her at 802-235-2302. And don’t despair if you
haven’t seen Frances at your door as promised: “I will
make it for I still have some voids to fill.”

100 Years Ago
From the RUTLAND HERALD
May 29, 1894
A cake and ice cream saloon will be opened Saturday

evening on North Street, one door north of the Adams
house.



Membership Information

Membership dues for 1994 were due in January.
Check your mailing label for current status.

Dues (Check one):
Individual $5.00 Individual Life $125.00
Family $8.00 Family Life $150.00

$50.00

Send to: Artie Oken, Treasurer
Middletown Springs Historical Society
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

Business

4+ Frisbie’s History of Middletown is available for
$10, $11.50 post paid.

4 Historic Architecture of Middletown Springs pam-
phlet is available for $3, post paid.

+ ViewsThrough Time:Driving throughthe Rutland
Region brochure is available for $2.50, post paid.

Donations to MSHS, a non-profit organization, are
tax deductible.

Business Members
Thanks to local businesses that have joined MSHS
under our “Business” membership category:

Burnham Hollow Orchard
William Emberley--Antique Bottles &Collectibles
Friends in Adoption
Green Mt. Timber Frames
The Herb Patch
Middletown Springs Inn
Stewarts Dairy
Vermont Sweetwater
Write Stuff Communications

Middletown Springs Bottles
For Sale

We have a good supply of amber Grays and Clark
Middletown Healing Springs bottles at $55 to mem-
bers and $60 to non-members. Collectors should
inquire about the range of colors from very dark red
amber through orangish amber to light olive amber.
Prices vary on these scarcer items. For those on a
budget we have a few bottles with chips, dings and
holes for as little as $10.

Museum Inventory
Set for May 21

CAN YOU HELP?

Volunteers are invited to help Museum Commit-
tee members Beth Miller, Jan Asch, Jim Geddes and
David Wright with a thorough inventory of the His-
torical Society collection. The Museum Committee
will meet on Saturday, May 21, starting at 9:30 a.m.
Working in teams, we will count, locate and record all
artifacts and props in the museum and storage areas.
Kids can help, and there will be refreshments. Call
Beth Miller at 235-2734 for details.

WISH LIST

(&~ Articles on historic or timely topics for the News-
letter are always welcome. Please contact David
Wright (235-2376) or Patty McWilliams (235-
2506).

& Typist with IBM-compatible computer for
transcriping and copying. Call Jim Geddes, 235-
2144
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