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The Clark Family of Middletown

onas Clark, Jr. built the
distinguished Federal
style brick house (now the Spa
Shop, owned by Janna
Tornabene) on the corner fac-
ing the Green in 1814. The

monument in the Old Cem-—
etery remind us of a family
prominent in the town history
through several generations.
Jonas came in 1791 to
Middletown from Canterbury,
Conn., at age 16 with his par-
ents Jonas, Sr. and Avis, his
older sister Fanelle, and older
twin brothers Enos and
Theophilus. Despite minimal
early education, he studied law
by reading at night, while by
day employed with his father

This photo of the Clark House is from Old
Vermont Houses, by H.W. Congdon.

foot diameter wheel.)

Jonas wrote from Montpe-
lier to his wife Betsey
Stoddard, reminding her tosee
that “whenever the workmen
are plastering the house, the
out doors must be kept shut at
night so that every one will
not be in at night to mark the
walls . . .” Vandalism was a
problem in Middletown even
then!

Jonas Clark, Jr. was
known as General Clark and
some confusion has arisen in
recent years over the title.
Frisbie, in his History of
Middletown, gives no expla-
nation, and the D.A.R. lists
him with the Revolutionary
veterans on the soldiers’ monu-

and Enos at the mason’s trade and later apprenticed
to Enos in the marble cutting business. Jonas passed
the bar about 1805 and practiced law for the rest of
his life. He was State’s Attorney for Rutland County
for 16 years, town representative to the Legislature
for 18 years, and justice of the peace for 40 (marrying
104 couples). Heran as the Democratic candidate for
Governor in 1849 and for Congress several times.
In 1814 Jonas oversaw construction of the brick
house, perhaps with help of brother Enos. The
marble lintels probably were taken from the Andrews
quarry in Tinmouth, owned by the Clarks. (Jonas later
developed other quarries in Tinmouth and had the first
water powered marble saw in the county, driven by a 27-

Notice of Annual Meeting

Thursday, September 22
6:00 Pot Luck Supper

7:30 Business Meeting

8:00 Bill Emberley will talk about and show
examples of antique Vermont glass and
Vermont mineral spring water bottles.

The public is invited
to bring antique glass for evaluation.

ment on the Green, despite the fact that he was born
in 1775. Research by descendant and MSHS member
George Dudley, Jr. shows that Jonas Clark was a
Major General in the 2nd Division of the Vermont
Militia, according to a letter acknowledging his resig-
nation from that post in 1828. We do not know how
long he held that position, but another letter affirms
that “Jonas Clark of Middletown” served on a militia
review committee in 1817, perhaps in his capacity as
a legislator. In 1847 “Gen. Jonas Clark” presented a
sword at a public ceremony in Rutland to Lt. R.H,
Hopkins who was headed off to serve with a Vermont
Company in the Mexican War. In 1851 a steam
engine named “Gen. J. Clark” was wrecked along
with another engine in a Rutland mishap that killed
one man.

Jonas Clark conveyed land to the Town in 1835 to
double the size of the Old Cemetery and the marble
for many of the headstones there likely came from the
Clark quarries. The name of Enos or their inlaw
Marcus Stoddard can be found at the base of several
stones, identifying the “sculptor.” Portraits of Jonas
and Betsey are on permanent display at the Shelburne
Museum along with a sampler, stitched by Betsey.

Thanks to George Dudley, Jr.; Frisbie, History of
Middletown (1867); Smith and Rann, History of
Rutland County (1887); and Dawn Hance, The His-
tory of Rutland, Vt., 1761-1861 (1991).



PRESIDENT’S CORNER Jim Geddes

This is distressing! My last President’s Corner...

Due to our bylaws, I must leave the board for a
year, having served my allowed four years. I leave,
however, knowing that we have a strong and capable
board that will continue the pattern of growth that the
Historical Society has had, and will continue to have,
over the past several years.

Our recent events have been plagued by poor
weather. The Fifties in Motion was not well attended
due to rain, but was a good time, and the Kniffins
deserve kudo’s for organization and good publicity.
The Picnic in the Park was at the Historical Society
building, again due to inclement weather, was well
attended, and everyone seemed to enjoy themselves.

Our inventory day went very well. We had people
from the Fly Fishing Museum in Manchester, the
Westminster Historical Society, the Mount Holly His-
torical Society and the Grafton Historical Society. A
many of our own trustees and members were on hand as
well. Thanks toJane O'Reilly the inventory sheets have
been collated, and Jan Asch tells me that she is rapidly
entering them on the computer. (There were over 300
itemsin the Gray Room alone.) Once completed this will
give us a tremendous database for formal acquisition
and help us to keep track of our collection.

Inaddition, we have applied for a Technical Assis-
tance Grant, which, if received, will further assist us
in properly storing and exhibiting our collections.

We have also been offered the opportunity to use
funding from a stalled program elsewhere in the state
to help in this project. This offer come from the
Vermont Museum and Gallery Alliance (love those
people). All of this should come together within the
next few weeks.

Our annual meeting is coming up On September
22, and I urge all to attend. Our speaker will be Bill
Emberley, who is an expert on antique bottles and
glassware. Members are encouraged to bring bottles,
glassware, etc. and ask questions.

To close. Ifeel thatit hasbeen a gootL%e_tar\a\Vr;ione
that has produced some very positive results: are
on a firm course and with the support of our member-
ship and a strong and responsive board of trustees,
the Historical Society will continue to grow.

The fact that I will no longer be on the board does not
mean that [ quit. I plan to continue to work for the good
of the Historical Society and will always be available to
anyone who needs help, advice or just an ear.

Thank you all for helping me to have a good and
productive year!

Inventory Workshop A Success

"he long awaited inventory of the Historical
TSociety’s Collection brought professional help
from Michelle Pagan of Vermont Museum and Gal-
lery Alliance and workshop participants from four
other museums and historical societies to our mu-
seum on July 23. Six Society members and represen-
tatives from Grafton, Mt. Holly and Westminster
Historical Societies and the American Fly Fishing
Museum in Manchester worked with Ms Pagan to
locate, count and record virtually all of the several
hundred objects in the museum collection. These
range in size from threshers and a carriage to silver-
ware and jewelry, with many fine examples of antique
clothing and numerous photographs and documents.
Most workshop participants stayed at the job through
the afternoon, pausing only for a delicious luncheon
prepared by Mary Lou Willits and other volunteers.

Jan Asch is now collating the inventory results
and will establish a format for recording a written
description including condition, history and signifi-
cance of the objects in the collection which have not
yet been accessioned.

Workshops in accessioning will be held in the
coming year. The process involves pairs of volunteers
examining objects, measuring, describing and record-
ing on a standard questionnaire, and assigning a
unique accession number. The Museum Committee
needs many volunteers who can devote a few hours to
this task!

Grants Will Help Collections Care

T he Trustees recently accepted a grant from the
federally funded Institute for Museum Services,
offered through Vermont Museum and Gallery Alli-
ance. The grant provides $200 in a 2:1 match to hire
professional help for conserving our antique clothing
and textiles. The specialist will N NN
lead a two session workshop in ; W
which every piece of clothing and §
textilein our collection will be prop- §
erly cleaned,and either prepared
for current display or folded and
stored in labeled acid-free, ver-
min-proof boxes.

The dates of these workshops ol
will be announced and will be open to other historical
societies and to individuals interested in learning first-
hand how to store and care for their own family heir-
looms, like the quilt Grandma made, Mom’s wedding
dress and Dad’s baby shoes! Materials will be available
for sale at reduced prices. Contact Jim Geddesif you are
interested

The Trustees hope to hear soon about another
LM.S. Technical Assistance Grant (T.A.G.) which , if
approved, will provide 100% funding for the purchase
of acid-free storage materials for many vulnerable
items in the collection, for further professional assis-
tance, and for temperature and humidity measuring
and recording devices to monitor conditions in the
museum and storage areas.




Summer Events Are Fund Raisers and Friend Raisers

These scale models of an A.W.Gray horsepower and thresher were constructed about 25 years ago by Leon Clark
of Pawlet, a descendant of A.W. Gray. They are on loan from Mr. Clark and on display in the Stencil Room.
_Alsa on display in the Auditorium is a Miniature Circus and Carnival Railroad crafted over many years by

David Knipes of Rutland.

Memorial Day

West Tinmouth farmer Jim Hathaway’s handsome
team of work horses pulled the Historical Society’s
two-horse Horsepower decorated with signs, crepe
paper and flowers in the Town’s annual parade.
Traude and Bob Hughes directed the decorating of the
float and the sale of donated, homebaked pie and ice
cream at the Society building which netted $230.

Strawberry Festival

The berries were abundant and delicious, the biscuits
tender, and the ice cream and whipped cream rich at
the 19th annual celebration. Nan Gilmour directed
an enthusiastic crew of volunteer bakers, hullers,
servers and cleaner-uppers, satisfing hundreds of
visitors and netting $425 in profit. On display for the
first time this summer were Leon Clark’s horsepower
and thresher models (pictured above).

The Fifties in Motion
This fledgling event of 50’s nostalgia and action fea-

tured food and music, games and clothing. Randy and
Debbie Kniffin organized an exhibit of collectibles and
activities, which urged an appreciation of relatively
recent history on visitors too young to remember, as well
as those more likely to want to forget the Fabulous 50’s.
Dessert and 50’s food sales netted a small profit.

Picnic in the Park

The Mineral Springs Park looked its best with the Tin
Shop newly painted by Anne and Bud Krouse and a
refurbished display of the town history. But steady
morning showers moved the event to the Historical
Society building where chef Alan Grace grilled hot
dogs and hamburgers under the porte cochere and
picnickers sampled pot luck salads and dessertsin the
Dining Room. Event organizer Jere Berger arranged
a concert of recorder music, coordinated by Ann
Halliday, and vocal selections by a local group led by
Melissa Chesnut-Tangerman. Jane O’Reilly chaired
the Membership table and persuaded several visitors
to join the Historical Society family.

Summer 1896

Jesse Belle Gardner Rogers (1882-1978) grew up at the
Homestead on North Road. Her diaries are a recent gift
to MSHS from her son Donald Rogers.

August 12... We all went to the “Methodist Picnic” to-
day at the Lake. It was a terrible hot day but cooled
offalittle this P.M. We areading of 100’s of people and
horses being killed by heat in the cities. Hottest ever
seen. Terrible-Awful.

August 20 ... So cold last night that we could sweep
flys down this morning.

August 25 ... Mamma and Etta went down street
tonight and then Etta went to Poultney to a “Rally”
which occur very often lately in this country. The
Congregationalists had a picnic at the Lake. [Ed.
Note: The “Rally” concerned the impending Spanish-
American War.]

August 28 ... Papa, Fred and I went to Rutland and
stayed all night. They to go to the horse which was the
greatest ever seen in Vermont and I to take my lesson
tomorrow. A glorious cool day for horse-race “was the
talk”. Went to camp meeting this evening.

September 18 ...Went to school and went down to
Mr. A.Y. Gray’s to tea - Mamma and Papa came down
after me. ..Mamma trimmed the room with ever-
greens and boughs. [Ed. Note: Mamma trimmed the
room for her anniversary party two days later.]



Membership Information

Membership dues for 1994 were due in January.
Check your mailing label for current status.

Dues (Check one):

Individual $5.00 Individual Life $125.00
Family $8.00 Family Life $150.00
Business $50.00

Send to: Henry Gerberding, Membership Chair
Middletown Springs Historical Society
P.O. Box 1084
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

4+ Frisbie’s History of Middletown is available for
$10, $11.50 post paid.

4 Historic Architecture of Middletown Springs pam-
phlet is available for $3, post paid.

4 Views Through Time: Driving through the Rutland
Region brochure is available for $2.50, post paid.

Donations to MSHS, a non-profit organization, are
tax deductible.

Business Members
Thanks to local businesses that have joined MSHS
under our “Business” membership category:

Burnham Hollow Orchard
William Emberley--Antique Bottles &Collectibles
Friends in Adoption
Green Mt. Timber Frames
The Herb Patch
Stewarts Dairy
Vermont Sweetwater
Write Stuff Communications

Middletown Springs Historical Society
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

Historical Society Acquires
a Gray Horsepower

single horse treadmill in good original condition
was purchased at auction on August 13 at the
Lang family farm in Danville, Vermont where it has
resided for the past hundred years. Alerted of the sale
by Vermont Historical Society curators, Trustees Jim
Geddes and David Wright made the trip to bid suc-
cessfully against an antique farm equipment dealer
from Maine and others. This horsepower will join the
two-horse model purchased in 1992, a drag saw do-
nated last year and six threshers in our collection of
AW. Gray equipment, which are stored in various
barns and garages around the village. We continue to
look for an accessible place to display these pieces.
Funds to pay for the auction purchase were swiftly
pledged by several members, including Jan and Frank
Asch, Henry Gerberding, Alan Grace, Traude and
Bob Hughes, Doyle Lane and Jack Ruffle. If you
would like to help with this and future acquisitions,
please contact Pres. Jim Geddes or send a donation to
the Museum Fund.

WISH LIST

& Volunteers for museum work, including mu-
seum sitting, accessioning and conservation.
Contact Jim Geddes at 235-2144.

&= Typist with IBM-compatible computer for tran-
scribing and copying. Call Jim Geddes, 235-
2144
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