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The Clark Family of Middletown
Part 11

orace and Merritt Clark

rivaled their father, Gen.
Jonas Clark, in historical promi-
nence. Both were accomplished
in business, political, and civic
pursuits and left grand houses
which survive to this day.

Merritt (1803-1898), was
born in Middletown and gradu-
ated with honor from Middlebury
College in 1823. The next year,
he and younger brother Horace
(1805-1852) opened a store in
Middletown, probably in the
building on East St. now owned
by the Wilburs. In 1832 they
built a two story brick store on a
site now between Parker’s Ga-
rage and Grant’s Store. Later
owned by M.E. Vail, then by

A view bf East Street, right to left, the brick
store, the livery stable and the Valley Hotel.

through trip was to be the Grand
Opening of the railroad on Feb.
25. On about Feb. 10, a heavy
snowstormburied the tracks and
all available manpower was
needed toclear the snow. Horace
pitched in, became exhausted,
contracted pneumonia and died
in Poultney on Feb. 23. The
inaugural runoftherailroad from
Rutland to Poultney on Feb. 25
was a train draped in black and
filled with mourners for Horace’s
funeral. Alarge contingent later
conducted his remains to Middle-
town for burial in the Old Cem-
etery, across from his home, now
owned by Mrs. Betty Clayton.
The building of a railroad
connection from Troy to Poultney

Fred Barrett, and finally by
Walton Frost, it burned in the 1920 fire which also
destroyed the Valley Hotel, Barker’s Livery Stable and
the Henry Gray family home.

In 1841 the Clark brothers helped organize the
Poultney Bank and Merritt was elected cashier, an
office he held at least until 1875. The bank had its first
officeinthe handsome Greek Revival housein Poultney,
now the Stonebridge Inn, which Merritt had built a year
earlier for his family.

Merritt was Representative to the Legislature from
Middletown 1832-39 and from Poultney 1865-66. He
was a State Senator, Democratic candidate for Con-
gress and for Governor and a justice of the peace for
many years and postmaster in both towns.

In 1847 Merritt and Horace helped incorporate the
Rutland and Washington (County, N.Y.) Railroad.
Merritt was elected president and Horace the treasurer
and superintendent of construction, which began in
1848. The railroad spanned about 60 miles and was
intended to carry slate from the Poultney area, marble
from West Rutland, farm produce and manufactured
productsfrom Rutland County to Albany and beyond.
Competition with another route, under construction
through Bennington and Manchester impelled the
project.

Horace was a “hands-on” superintendent, actively
involved in the construction work. After four years of
stress and labor, on January 29, 1852, he conducted the
first complete trip from Rutland to Troy, N.Y. The next

must have been an important
factor in the plans to develop the springs at Middletown
and to build the Montvert Hotel in 1870.

Barnes Frisbie in his History of Poultney, 1875,
quotes Merritt’s reminiscence of the 1811 flood which
did so much damage in Middletown and Poultney. Mrs.
Betsey Clark was on her way by carriage with her sons
Merritt, 8, and Horace, 6, to deliver a package of wool to
be carded at Mr. Todd’s clothiers’ factory. Heavy rain
forced them to seek shelter in the house of Ebenezer
Frisbie, a half mile beyond the junction of the Morse
Hollow Road. Word came that the Stephen Morse
family had been drowned. This news fortunately later
proved to be wrong, but Mr. Frisbie who was Mrs.
Morse’s father was grief-stricken. The flood, which had
collapsed his cellar, the torrential rain, thunder and
gloom, and the awful news of drownings convinced him
that the Judgment Day had indeed come. The Clarks
-spent an uncomfortable night at the damaged Frisbie
house, until Jonas came the next morning and took the
family home to safety.

Mr. Todd’s factory, like almost every other mill on
the Poultney River had been destroyed, having gone
“off whole, like a sailing ship; but .. was dashed to
pieces”. We do not know if Mrs. Clark ever got her
wool carded.

Information gleaned from George Dudley, Frisbie’sHis-
tory of Middletown (1867), Frisbie’sHistory of Poultney
(1875), D. Hance’sHistory of Rutland 1761-1861(1991)



Doyle Lane

PRESIDENT’S CORNER

s your president for this year it gives me great

A pleasure to welcome two new trustees to our
board. Jack Clay and Russ Arnold are already mak-
ing significant contributions to our society with their
creative ideas. I am also pleased to announce that
Peggy Carr has agreed to be a trustee to fill out Artie
Oken’s term. Artie has resigned as treasurer and
trustee due toaheavy work schedule. Henry Gerberding
has agreed to take over the treasurer’s duties.

Over the last few months the Society has received
some wonderful donations. At the Annual Meeting
we were presented with the original handwritten
manuscripts of Barnes Frisbie’s History of Middletown,
Vermont. Recently we received from Hazel Grover some
interesting paper items including old newspaper clip-
pings, letters and pictures related to the early history of
Middletown. A big thank you goes to both Virginia
Sheldon and Hazel Grover for their donations.

If you have items that are of historical interest to
Middletown Springs and wish to donate them to the
Society, we would be most pleased to have them in our
collection. A lot of work has recently gone into
cataloging our collection, and Jan Asch has put the
inventory on computer so that we can easily access
the information. After the first of the year we will be
starting a series of workshops on collections care to

help us properly look after and preserve items that
will be on exhibit. If you are interested in attending
these workshops please contact Jim Geddes.

Much of the work of our Society is done by various
committees. The present operating committees are:
Finance, Museum, Juniors, Springs Park, Tin Shop,
Buildings & Grounds, Long Range Planning, Town
History, Archivist, Membership, and Newsletter. If
you wish to get involved in one or more of these
committees please contact me and I will put you in
touch with the proper committee chairperson. There
are also the special events that we hold throughout
the year. If you would like to participate in the
planning and execution of one of our events please let
me know. Its fun to get involved, and we could use
your help.

Afinalreminder: If you would like to contribute an
item or photo to the update of the History of Middle-
town Springs, researched and written by Frances
Krouse, please contact Frances at 802-235-2302. She
will soon be editing the final draft and would like any
additions as soon as possible.

I would like to take this opportunity on behalf of
all the trustees of the Middletown Springs Historical
Society to wish you and your loved ones a happy and
meaningful Holiday Season.

Frisbie Manuscript, Antique
Glass Highlight Annual Meeting

ill Emberley, an expert glass appraiser and dealer,

told Society members about the first Vermont
glass factories near Lake Dunmore at the Annual
Meeting on Sept. 22. Mr. Emberley showed many
examples from his own collection including Saratoga-
type mineral water bottles from Middletown Springs
and other examples from the 13 Vermont springs that
sold bottled water during the 19th century.

During the business meeting, Virgina Sheldon,
Rexford, N.Y., presented MSHS with two original
manuscripts of the History of Middletown, Vermont
written by her great, great grandfather Barnes Frisbie
and published in 1867.

The members of the Historical Society also unani-
mously elecied Jack Clay and Russell Arnold as new
trustees.

Trustees Elect Officers

he trustees of the Historical Society elected Doyle

Lane president at their October meeting. Re-
elected were David Wright, vice president; Bob Hughes,
secretary; and Artie Oken, treasurer.

MSHS Awarded a
Technical Assistance Grant

Textile Workshops Continue

" he Institute of Museum Services (IMS)hasawarded
the Historical Society a $3,200 grant for collec-
tions care. The grant provides 100 percent funding for
purchase of acid-free storage materials, temperature
and humidity monitoring equipment, and professional
technical training in an ongoing program of caring for
our museum collection, specifically those items to be
exhibited. Michele Pagan of the Vermont Museum
and Gallery Alliance (VMGA) was instrumental in
helping Jim Geddes pursue this grant.

The IMS, an independent agency within the Ex-
ecutive Branch was established in 1976. It is the only
Federal agency providing general operating support
for museums of all disciplines in modernizing their
methods and facilities.

Three workshops have been conducted under an
earlier IMS grant to clean, store and accession our
extensive clothing and textile collection. The next
workshop is early January. If you are interested in
helping and learning about the care of historic cloth-
ing and textiles, please contact Jim Geddes at 235-
2144 for more information and the dates.




From A CoUNTRY DI1ARY

Fall and Christmas 1896

Jesse Belle Gardner Rogers (1882-1978)
grew up at the Homestead on North
Road. Her diaries are a recent gift to
MSHS from her son Donald Rogers.

October 19... The men butchered six “pigs” including
Mr. Bethel’s, as he helped them. Mamma washed
beside helping about the butchering. The 2 or 3
Democrats down to school raised Bryan and Sevall on
the school flag.

October 20...There was some trouble entered from
the School Board concerning the flag so we heard.

October 23...Went to school and first as they were
about to raise Bryan and Sewall on the flag, everyone
brushed to avoid it anddid. Republicans are thestuff.
So is McKinley and everyone knows it. We have
juvenile battles concerning politics down to school.

November 3—# Election # ... Of course it was elec-
tion and there was a lunch in both the Baptist and
Congregational Church. Papa stayed downtown un-
til 1 o’clock to find out who was to be President.
McKinley of course. Everyone set up in Carpenter’s
Store, for there was a telegraph wire connected. We
were all downtown but Arthur McKinley.

Fromamemorandumattheendofthediary... Never
was there so many votes on one side since the forma-
tion of the U.S. as this fall and everyone so excited as
to nearly loose their wits especially down to school...
McKinley Nit! Probably Not!

Campaign Song

McKinley is elected

Bryan is rejected

Fumbling (?) up the White House Stairs.

A. Sewall is a dude,

And treats him rather rude,

And fires him up the W. H. Stairs.

O hear those bells a ringing,

Sweet I do declare

O see those Democrats sneaking

Sneaking down the W. H. Stairs.

McKinley = McKinley

Nit

November 26...All stayed at home like good children
and had a Rooster (instead of a turkey) for dinner and
all other delicasies of the season. Nit-Proboly Not.

December 24...1 went to school and teachers all
furnished their schools with candy, peanuts, and pop-
corn and Applesin abundance. Had a “fine” time. And
then this evening had the X-mas tree in the hall. Played
and helped distribute presents. There were alot.

December 25... We did not mind this day being
unpleasant, but just had a good time and had a tree

at about 6 o‘clock. The tree was as pretty as any town
tree and we all had some nice little presents and a
good time. Etta and Clayton went down to M. E. Tree.
Arthur was down. We played euchre.

My Xmas presents were the following: Birthday
book - Mamma, Stick Pin - Fred, Handkerchief -
Mamma, Handkerchief - Clayton, Thimble Tray -
Clayton, Sterling Purse - Uncle Cassius, Fancy Roll-
ing Pin-Etta, ???ter - Aunt Eunice, Mittens - Grandma,
Handkerchief Case - Lizzy Gray.

December 27... For the past week or so I have been
selling pins and therefore receive a nice little pre-
mium. I have sold one box full composed of sixteen
and will receive five pretty stick-pins as premium.

December 29...We butchered four pigs for Mid-.
Mamma, Etta and I had our “hands in”... Fred rec’d
a very nice book of Bible Stories and he and I are very
much interested in it and are racing in reading it.

December 31...It seems impossible for this to be the
last day of 1896 but it is. And was not so very cold and
hardly any snow, so we set up the croquet set and
played croquet on the 31st of December, 1896. I
skunked Fred and Carrie Lawrence (?) who was down
here to bid me a farewell as she starts for Rutland
Saturday, Jan. 2. Mamma played croquet and all but
the men. Papa began ailing tonight and was so sick
that Clayton has to take his place in playing euchre
which we do every day but Sun. We spent a veryhappy
day and have spent a very happy year and hope we will
spend a great many more in our life. Adeiu! Jesse.

Historical Society Acquires
Montvert Hotel Fireplace

A marbleized slate fireplace front which once graced
a parlor in the Montvert Hotel (1870-1906) was
recently purchased from Coreen and Joseph Teer and
Coreen’s mother, Mary Reed. Fred Gray, who owned
the house at 9 South St. where the Teers and Mrs.
Reed nowreside, apparently installed the fireplace. His
son, Henry F. Gray, told Mrs. Reed and her late
husband 7 7 :
Francis about
the origin of
the fireplace
when they
bought the
place in the
early Sixties.
The fire-
place was re-
centlyinstalled
in the Stencil

Room of the " N —
Historical Soci- Thefireplace was originally in a parlor at

ety building as the Montvert Hotel.

part ofa Holiday tableau, “Victorian Parlor Christmas,”
opening at the “Christmas in the Park” tree lighting
celebration on Dec. 4. The display will continue on
Sundays from 2 to4 p.m. through New Year’s weekend,
and by request. Call Jim Geddes at 235-2144.




Membership Information

Membership dues for 1994 were due in January.
Check your mailing label for current status.

Dues (Check one):
Individual $5.00 Individual Life $125.00
Family $8.00 Family Life $150.00

Business $50.00

Send to: Henry Gerberding, Membership Chair
Middletown Springs Historical Society
P.O. Box 1084
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

4+ Frisbie’s History of Middletown is available for
$10, $11.50 post paid.

4 Historic Architecture of Middletown Springs pam-
phlet is available for $3, post paid.

4 Views Through Time: Driving through the Rutland
Region brochure is available for $2.50, post paid.

Donations to MSHS, a non-profit organization, are
tax deductible.

Business Members
Thanks to local businesses that have joined MSHS
under our “Business” membership category:

Burnham Hollow Orchard
William Emberley--Antique Bottles &Collectibles
Friends in Adoption
Green Mt. Timber Frames
The Herb Patch
Rob Ogus, Tree Surgeon
Stewarts Dairy
Vermont Sweetwater
Write Stuff Communications

Middletown Springs Historical Society
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

Membership Renewals
Due in January

nnual members of the Historical Society are re-
minded that, according to the by-laws, “dues” for
all annual memberships “will be payable on January
1 for the ensuing year.” This means that, even if you
joined in June or August or October your dues are
payable on January 1 for the next year.
Please notice the letters and numbers on your
mailing label. The letters mean:

I = Individual
F = Family
B = Business
IL = Individual Life
FL = Family Life
C = Complimentary -

The numbers, e.g., “94”, indicate the latest year
for which dues have been paid. If your label says “94”
or earlier your dues are payable in January 1995.

Members with “93” or earlier labels will be dropped
from the mailing list if renewal dues are not sent
before the February 1995 issue.

If your label is incorrect, please let us know.

GiveaMiddletown
SpringsBottle
forChristmas
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