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Elsie Norton

A s Elsie Norton carefully
arranged the display in
the glass case which the His-
torical Society maintainsin the
Post Office building, hat pins
and old Happy New Year cards
were making way for foot warm-
ers and framed St. Patrick’s
Day cards. Fornearly tenyears
the contents of the case have
depicted our local history, first
inthelibrary, and since 1993 in
the Post Office. Elsie has cre-
ated the displays all along.

“I was thrilled when they
asked me to do it,” she said,
“This is just what I like to do,
it’s almost a hobby.” She
changes the display when the
seasons change, for a holiday,
or when she gets a new idea for
a theme. She is proud of almost never showing the
same thing twice.

“Everything is from my family,” she says, and that
means it’s all part of Middletown Springs history.

Elsie Nortonisone of the five daughters of Mr. and
Mrs. Emory McLaughlin who lived in the enormous
wedding cake house on North Street. Elsie’s sister are
Esther, Elizabeth, Shirley and Evelyn. Elsie’s mother
was Grace, daughter of Everlin and Esther Coy. She
grew up in the Benjamin Coy farmhouse at the top of
Coy Hill Rd., now owned by Larry and Kissy Roach.
Three of the four Coy sisters, Grace, Edith and Anna,
married three McLaughlin brothers from East
Poultney. Edith, Anna and older sister Espy moved to
Massachusetts, but Grace and Emory stayed in town.

Their daughter Elsie married Clark Norton and
they “went housekeeping to the old farm” of the
Nortons, later known as Dunn Hill in Tinmouth,
where a big red barn can still be seen from Rte. 140.
The sunsets on the hill were beautiful, Elsie remem-
bers, but the farm was too big, requiring four or five
men to help. Grace and Emory McLaughlin had their
own farm, Sandy Riverview, on the Poultney Road,
and in 1938 Elsie and Clark purchased it. Clark
Norton died a few years ago, and Elsie has wonderful

memories of their life on the
farm, ofthe three story chicken
house, and the cows. Her sis-
ter Esther has died, and Eliza-
beth now lives with Elsie.
Shirley and Elizabeth still own
the house on North Street and
spend time there in the sum-
mer. Evelyn lives in Florida.

Everything Elsie chooses
for display came from her fam-
ily, and in almost every case
she can remember tales about
them from when she was
young. In the summer, she
often has a flea market in her
back yard, but she never sells
anything from the family.

There is always something
special for children in Elsie’s
displays. This time she has
tucked in a miniature Bible, and a very handsome
collection of marbles in a hand-made basket. More
marbles spill out of a crocheted bag, marbles of glass,
Bennington pottery and agate. “This bag was just for
marbles,” she says, “but it isn’t Clark’s. I'm still
looking for his.”

What’s next? “A display on Spruce Knob,” she
says. “There was a fire tower up there until the
Sixties.” Elsie welcomes any suggestions for future
displays. “I think I can find whatever anyone would
like to see.” — Jane O’Reilly

Welcome ! New Members

Truman R. Cavanaugh, Boise, Idaho
Warren Cooke, Cinncinati, Ohio
Beatrice C. Gray, Schroon Lake, New York
Durand Gray, Phoenix, Arizona
Harry R. Gray, LeMars, Iowa
Rob Ogus, Middletown Springs
Virgina & Thomas Sheldon, Rexford, New York
Southview Arts Studio, Middletown Springs
Ruth F. Sinclair, Burlington, Vermont




Doyle Lane

PRESIDENT’S CORNER

N ow that Spring is here memories of our Christmas
i exhibit are fading fast. Before they fade com-
pletely I would like to thank those who worked to put
together our holiday exhibit, “Victorian Parlor Christ-
mas.” It was truly a joint effort. Jim and Marion
Geddes loaned some interesting pieces of furniture.
Beth Miller and Debby Kniffin with the help of some of
the homeschoolers decorated the tree. Dan McKeen and
family donated the Christmas tree. Other items and
pieces of furniture were loaned by David Wright and
Mary Lou Willits, Marilyn Trapeni, and Jane O'Reilly.
After the outdoor activities and the refreshments a
wonderful program was presented in the upstairs audi-
torium. A special thanks to Ann Halliday and her
recorder group and toJuanita Clay and singers from the
Society for Preservation of So-So Singing.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all
those who have renewed their membership and to
remind those who haven’t that 1995 memberships are
now due. I would especially like to thank Truman R.
Cavanaugh of Boise, Idaho, who has just joined as a
life member. We received a very nice letter from him
telling about some of his early experiences in Middle-
town Springs. He also gave agenerous donationto the
Society for which we are most grateful.

WhileI am on the subject of donations, I would like
to thank Corwin Elwell for his donation of two oil
paintings of Middletown Springs by John Howell.
And, a thanks to Aileen Stevenson for her gift of some
interesting material related to the Montvert Hotel,
which will be used in our upcoming exhibit about the
Montvert and the Springs.

We are looking forward to a very active and
interesting Spring, Summer and Fall. It all started
with the Maple Festival. Next is our participation in
the Memorial Day Parade activities on May 28, fol-
lowed by the Strawberry Festival on June 25th. Then
we are planning a new festival, the brain child of Russ
Arnold, which promises to be a great experience. It is
our Summer Croquet Festival on July 16. After the
Croquet Festival comes the Picnic in the Park, then
the Apple Festival.

We have received a grant from the Institute of
Museum Services to produce an exhibit on the
Montvert Hotel. If you have an interest in helping
with one or more of these events or have any material
or ideas for the Montvert exhibit, we would be most
pleased to hear from you.

We welcome Traude Hughes as a new Trustee.
Traudeis filling out the remainder of Artie Oken’s term.

Two John Howell Paintings
Donated to MSHS

= wo oil landscape paintings of Middletown Springs
by the artist John Howell (190?-197?) have been
given to the Society by Corwin Elwell of Brattleboro.
One was a wedding present to Mr. and Mrs. Elwell in
the 1940s. Mrs. Frances Elwell, who died in 1992, was
a family friend of Howell.

John Howell, who studied at the Philadelphia
Academy, was also a friend and frequent guest of
artist Fred Anderson and Margaret Anderson at their
home on Anderson Road (see Feb. 1994 Newsletter).
He would search the back roads for scenic spots;
sometimes, as in the case of the donated landscapes,
would paint opposing views, one looking up the road
and the other looking down the road.

The paintings will be displayed in the near future
with other Howell and Anderson paintings and draw-
ings that have been loaned by friends of the Historical
Society.

If you have a Howell or Anderson work that you
would be willing to loan, please contact Jim Geddes at
235-2144.

Kevin Rooney Restores
Antique “High Wheel” Bicycle

7 ormer trustee Kevin
Rooney recently com-

peted restoration of the
Society’s “High Wheel” bi-
cycle, which has been on
display in the museum for
several years. It was do-
nated in the 1970s by Dr.
Emelie Perkins (1890-1986)
of Rutland and is similar to
one pictured in the photo of
the Aden Green house
shown opposite page 31 in
the Frisbie history.

Kevinreplaced the hard rubber tires with the help
of Jim Spillane of Madison, Conn. He removed rust,
restored leather, repainted some parts and clear-
coated the deteriorated nickle chrome finish on others
to preserve criginal appearance.

The restored “wheel” will be included in this
summer’s Montvert Hotel exhibit.




Front A COuNTRY PAPER

The PoultneyJournal was published from 1872 through
the 1940s. Barnes Frisbie was the editor in the 1890s.

Earlier Poultney papers were Gazette, Spectator,
Ouwl, and Bulletin.

January 4, 1895

There was a dance in Barker’s Hall New Year’s Eve in
which some twenty-five couples participated.

Dyer Leffingwell has opened his own grocery store in
the Thompson building [ed. note: now the Wilburs’
house, next to Grant’s Store], and is prepared to
receive all his old customers and many more new
ones.

Henry Gates is selling the Tefriff -washing machgﬁg;
pronounced by all who use it the most perfect inven-
tion of the age.

F. Youngs had his hair, eyebrows and mustache badly
singed Monday and narrowly escaping serious injury,
while lighting a fire, with kerosene for kindling.

January 11
The January thaw has ruined the sledding.

Fred Gray is in New York on a business trip. He has
disposed of the whole of his cider jelly, some 32000
pounds [ed. note: about 4000 gallons].

D.O. Keefe has closed his store a season, while W.H.
Haynes is compelled to engaged another clerk, W.C.
Leffingwell.

January 18

M.A. McClureof Rutland placed a fine piano in Barker’s
hall recently.

The Middletown Springs Dramatic Club will present
the poplular drama, “Ten Nights in a Barroom” in
Barker’s hall Friday evening, Jan. 25, followed by the
farce, “My Jeremiah”.

At the whist party at A.A. Greene’s Mon. evening, the
booby prize was awarded to Dr. A.C. Norton. The
doctor is surprised at the number of people who wish
to borrow a hatchet.

February 1

Fire was discovered in one of the chambers of Fayette
Spaulding’s house [ed. note: now Roy & Liydia Taylor’s]
Tuesday morning, it having caught from the chimney.
It was extinguised without much damage.

The ladies of the Cong. Church and Society will give
an entertainment at Barker’s hall Fri. eve. Feb. 8.
Mrs. Jarley’s wax works will be an important feature

with music, statuary, etc. All are cordially invited.

The Middletown Springs Dramatic Club presented
the drama “Ten Nights in a Bar-Room” last Friday
night to a crowded house. At the close of the enter-
tainment some twenty-five couples enjoyed a social
dance. Music was furnished by Mssers. Parker and
Gunter, cornet and violin, and Miss Katie Gault
piano. This week Friday evening the club will present
“Uncle Josh” followed by the farce “My Jeremiah.”

February 8

On Sunday evening last a burglary took place at
Middletown Springs. At around nine o’clock, Martin
Dickinson aged about 27 and Walter Schollar aged 18,
entered the store of Dyer Leffingwell in the building
formerly occupied by D.S. Carpenter as a drug store

~which building joins the post office [ed. note: Wilbur

house, next to Grant’s Store. The post office was in the
west wing, which in the 1970’s became the Cat's Eye
shop). Entrance was effected by means of a ladder in
the rear of the store. Postmaster Clift usually goes to
the post office after evening services and puts up his
mail for Monday morning. While thus engaged he
heard a noise in Leffingwell’s store and called Willis
Haynes who watched the store while Clift went for
Officer Paul. Before they returned, the burglars came
out the front door and passed down through the
woodshed. Here they were captured by Paul, Clift and
Haynes. They at once confessed and were placed
under arrest. The next day they were taken before
Justice Simmonds, who held them in $500 bail. Fail-
ing to produce this, they were committed to the work-
house at Rutland. The amount of property taken was
inconsiderable.

February 15
The ice crop is nearly harvested.

Tableau on North Street last Monday. [Ed. note: Does
anyone know what “tableau” refers to?]
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May 28 3 p.m. Memorial Day Parade
June25 2-4pm. Strawberry Festival

July 16 l1-4pm. Summer Croquet Festival
Sept. 10 6 p.m. Annual Meeting

Oct. 8 1-4pm. Apple Festival




Membership Information

Membership dues for 1994 were due in January.
Check your mailing label for current status.

Dues (Check one):

Individual $5.00 Individual Life $125.00
Family $8.00 Family Life $150.00
Business $50.00

Send to: Henry Gerberding, Membership Chair
Middletown Springs Historical Society
P.O. Box 1084
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

4+ Frisbie’s History of Middletown is available for
$10, $11.50 post paid.

4 Historic Architecture of Middletown Springs pam-
phlet is available for $3, post paid.

4 ViewsThrough Time: Driving through the Rutland
Region brochure is available for $2.50, post paid.

Donations to MSHS, a non-profit organization, are
tax deductible.

Business Members
Thanks to local businesses that have joined MSHS
under our “Business” membership category:

William Emberley—Antique Bottles &Collectibles
Rob Ogus, Tree Surgeon
Southview Arts—Digital Recording Studio
Stewarts Dairy
Write Stuff Communications

The MSHS Newsletter is published four times a year for
members and friends of the Society. Comments and
manuscipts on subjects of interest are encouraged and should
be sent c/o David Wright, editor.

MSHS and Historic District
Featured in Guide to Route 7

t the urging of Society trustees, local busi-

nesses have underwritten the inclusion of the
Middletown Springs Historical Society and the His-
toric District in the Arts and History Guide to Route 7,
an 83-item pamphlet and map of cultural activities
along the U.S. Route 7 corridor from the Massachu-
setts-Connecticut border to Canada. Over 70,000 of
four related pamphlet guides are given away each
year at area information centers.

The text of Item 46 reads “Middletown Springs
Historical Society, Inc. Tour Historic District, includ-
ing Mineral Springs Park, Musuem, Antique Shops,
B&B’s, Apple Orchard and Art Gallery. Descriptive
pamplets & events schedule at Historical Society, or
by mail.”

Thanks to Stan Achey, Alan Grace, and David
Wright and Mary Lou Willits for their support.

Montvert Hotel Exhibit
to Open June 25

"he grand Montvert Hotel and the Mineral Springs
will be featured in a major exhibition in Histori-
cal Society Auditorium. Opening at the Strawberry
Festival on June 25 and running until the end of
October, the exhibit will feature architectural arti-
facts and furnishings from the building, related pe-
riod costumes and items from the museum collection.
Original photographsofthe Hotel, grounds and Springs
will be enlarged to enhance the experience of a recre-
ated visit to the Montvert resort.

Anyone with furniture, furnishing, photos, bro-
chures and other Montvert related items they would
like to loan for the exhibit are urged to contact David
Wright or Jim Geddes.
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