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Montvert Exhibit Features
Photographs by Dana Carpenter

!%A ndthat’s what they do at the
N Springs!” a significant ex-
hibit of artifacts and photographs
of the Montvert Hotel and the
Mineral Springs, oFened on June
25 in the Historical Society Audi-
torium. Most of the photos in the
exhibit were taken almost 100 years
ago by Dana Carpenter (1863 -
1940), a man of many talents and
acomplishments.

Born in Westminster, Dana
Stedman Carpenter married Clara
Curtis of Ira, whom he had met in
pharmacy training at Castleton
Normal School. In 1886 they came
to Middletown Springs and on
West Street, west of the current
library. Clara died in 1917 and in 1918 he married
Aurora Steward.

His first pharmacy was in the Valley Hotel oppo-
site the Green. In 1919 he moved his business to a
building on West Street, now owned by Betty Clayton,
where his store sign still hangs.

Above the store Carpenter had a photography
studio and a printing press. He photographed on 5-by-
7 glass negatives and made contact prints. Prints of 350

images have survived along with
about 60 of the glass negatives.

In addition to practicing phar-
macy, photography and printing,
Carpenter founded and ran the lo-
cal telephone company and made
memorable ice cream. He was an
expert botanist and horticulturist,
amassinga collection of 6,000 speci-
mens. He was an historic preserva-
tionist, an active member of the
Congregational Churchand served
the town in many capacities, in-
cluding representative to the state
legislature.

Some of the photographs in
this exhibit are original prints by
Dana Carpenter. A few of the
other prints were made in 1976 by Mark Mitchell
from Carpenter’s surviving glass negatives. The
balance of the prints in the exhibition were produced
in 1995 by Don Blades. Blades rephotograhed se-
lected prints from a surviving Carpenter album and
enlarged some of the images for greater clarity.

We are indebted to Dana Carpenter for most of
our visual images of the Montvert and the people
who worked and visited there.

Museum Room Under Renovation
Ai s part of the Technical Assistance Grant (TAG)

from the Institute of Museum Services, the
Henry Gray Museum room and its displays are
undergoing major changes.

Carpeting has been removed and the floor refin-
ished. Walls will be patched and repainted. Some of
the shelving, which until 1985 bore the weight of the
Town library collection, has been removed. Some
shelf units will receive plexiglass security glazing.

Trustee Jack Clay and school principal Linda
O’Leary are working on an elementary school teach-
ing curriculum that will coordinate with new exhibits
highlighting the Town’s history. The result, opening
in September, will be a museum that is better orga-
nized, better displayed and better explained.

—

Welcome! New Members

Patty Berg, Middletown Springs
Robert & Aline Brown, Cornelia, GA
Dante & Madelaine Clift Ferrari, Livingston, NJ
Lennie & Elizabeth Gibson, Pawlet
Ruth Wills Green, Livingston, NJ
Susan Howe, Alexandria, VA
Donna Green Kneipp, Chalmont, GA
Mr. & Mrs. Francis X. Maida, Hampton, VA
Bob & Winsome Moran, Emmaus, PA
Mr. & Mrs. Charles C. Morehouse, Cupertino, CA
Evelyn Green Ploch, West Caldwell, NJ
Mr. & Mrs. D. P. Shaw, Manchester Center
Sally Shaw & Bart Bales, Haydenville, MA




PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Doyle Lane

S ince our last newsletter we have had two most
o) successful events. The Strawberry Festival which
was organized and run again this year by Nan Gilmour,
attracted many people. It is a major job to organize
the Strawberry Festival and each year for the last
three years Nan has done a great job of getting
everything and everybody together. We all thank
Nan for her tireless efforts.

On July 16, we had the Montvert Festival, which
was organized by Jane O’Reilly. It was a wonderful,
creative effort that was covered on the front page of
The Rutland Herald. Originally conceived as a croquet
festival, it was expanded to include other activities
such as a fern walk in the Springs Park led by Mary
Lou Willits and Marchen Skinner, nature sketching
by Vladimir Vagin and demonstrations of botanical
pressing by Debbie Kniffin. Three croquet courts
were set up on the Green. A prize for the best
Victorian costume was presented by Kay Avery to
Karen Kay, Kevin Rooney and their children, Stevie
and Melanie. It was a joy to see everyone dressed in
Victorian costumes playing croquet. All who at-
tended had a wonderful time as evidenced by the
article in the Herald. The event also dovetailed with
the opening of an exhibit of paintings by Fred Ander-

son and John Howell in the Henry Gray Museum
Room. David Wright and Jim Geddes worked up to
the last minute getting this exhibit ready.

The Historical Society runs various events through-
outthe year. The purpose of these events s threefold.
First, itis to provide opportunities for fun community
get togethers. Second, to provide an opportunity for
people to see and participate in the work of the
Historical Society. And, third, it is to raise funds for
the Historical Society. While these events are usually
organized and coordinated by one person, it takes the
help of many people to put on a successful event. I
would like to thank those who generously, and
repeatedly, donate baked goods to our events and
those who work behind the scenes to set up the events
and clean up after everybody has gone. I would also
like to thank those who spend all afternoon working
behind a table serving (especially the people who get
sticky serving ice cream). Without all the individual
participation in many different ways we would be
unable to put on these fun community events.

Our next event will be The Picnic in the Park, on
Sunday, Augustl3. This is the Historical Society's
way of saying “Thank you,” and it alwaysisa great social
and musical afternoon. We hope you can attend.

Quiltsearch
Uncovers New Malterial

T wenty-five antique quilt owners brought a total
1 ofseventy-five quilts for evaluation and conser-
vation advice to a workshop at the Historical Society
on April 22. Quiltsearch, a project of the Vermont
Quilt Festival, sent a team of six quilt experts to
analyze, photograph and record the quilts. Quilt
owners received a free consultation and written re-
port about their quilts. Quiltsearch keeps copies of
the reports to add to a statewidew data bank of quilt
information. Examples from the data bank are cho-
sen for the annual Vermont Quilt Festival.

The favorite quilt of the day for many of the
Quiltsearch team was a variable star quilt given to
MSHS by Elizabeth Bailey. The quilt had belonged
to Mrs. Bailey’s mother.

Mary Lou Willits organized the event and was
assisted by Patty Kenyon, Jane O’Reilly, Janna
Tornabene and Marilyn Trapeni of the Textile Con-
servation Committee. The committee demonstrated
proper quilt care, gave out conservation leaflets, and

sold acid free paper and storage boxes.
\

WISH LIST
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FroM A COUNTRY PAPER

The Poultney Journal was published from 1872 through
the 1840s. Barnes Frisbie was the editor in the 1880s.
Earlier Poultney papers were Gazette, Spectator, Owl
and Bulletin.

April 19

Ground is broken for the building of a band room on
land in rear of Thompson house, presented the band
boys by Messrs. L. & A.Y. Gray. (Ed. Now Scooter
Barrett's house on Burdock Avenue.)

Friday, April 26, 1895

A little son (ed. Roy Krouse) of Frank Krouse drank
a quantity of lye Saturday, but prompt medical treat-
ment prevented serious consequences.

May 31, 1895

The books of the Ladies Library Association were
removed Tuesday from E.P.Seaman’s to the Mason
house (ed. Janna Tornabene’s Spa Shop). All persons
having books in their possession belonging to the
library will please return them to Mrs. E-W. Gray
before the annual meeting July 3.

June 4, 1895

The employees of Gray’s horse power shop and their
families accompanied by the cornet band, passed
Saturday at Lake St. Catherine. The party numbered
one hundred and ten. Dinner and supper were
served in the dining room of Lake-View-in-the-Pines,
and in the twilight they returned home having passed
a most delightful day at that pleasant resort.

June 21, 1895

The Picnic.

(Ed. note: although unsigned, the following was appar-
ently written by Barnes Frisbie, native of Middletown and
aut/ywr of our town history.)

The Employees of the Grays of Middletown
Out for a Day—Fine Tables—Pleasant Company.

It is customary for the employees of the A.-W. Gray’s
Sons, Middletown, to hold an annual picnic. Last
year it was held at the popular summer resort of P.W.
Griffith, Lake View in the Pines and all were so well
pleased at the manner in which they were treated by
Mr. Griffith that the picnic was again appointed for
the same place this year. In order to place it before
the great rush of summer travel, it was appointed for
Sat. June 16. TheJournal editor and wife were invited
to be present and can truthfully speak in terms of the
highest praise of the hospitality and courtesies ex-

tended. The picnic party were accompanied by the
Middletown band with H.C. Gorham of Poultney as

leader. The band was an additional feature not
having been present last year.

We were not late to dinner this year but arrived in
time to see the tables as they were spread in the
spacious dining halls of the hotel. Itis well they were
spacious, as these were something like one hundred
and ten persons to set down to table. As was the case
last year, the tables looked extremely pleasing (esp. to
an editor) loaded as they were with the bountiful
provided by the Middletown ladies. If there was
anything omitted to make the dinner a good one it
certainly escaped our vision. After the dinner the gay
picnicers went various ways. Some in search of
wintergreen, others speeding over the watersin boats,
while a few sedate, yet sportive took hook and line
and sought to lure the wary fish from the sparkling
waters. That many were successful is shown by the
string of fish displayed. The party proposed to make a
day of it by taking both dinner and supper at the Lake.

It is extremely pleasant to attend these picnics of
the employees of the Grays, pleasant indeed to learn
that men who began to work for them when boys, are
still in their service, wearing glasses and bearing gray
locks. Inthisfactory, no strike has ever occurred. The
employers give their men good wages, prompt pay
and kind treatment. The employees return an honest
day’s work, skilled labor and devotion to their em-
ployers’ welfare. All this is an ideal relationship of
employer and employee and solves the intricate
relation of capital to labor.

CHEDULEQFEVENT
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Sun. Aug. 13 1-4p.m. Members Picnic
Sun. Sept. 10 3 p.m.  Annual Meeting
Sun. Oct.8 1-4p.m. Apple Festival




Membership Information

Membership dues for 1994 were due in January.
Check your mailing label for current status.

Dues (Check one):
Individual $5.00 Individual Life $125.00
Family $8.00  Family Life $150.00
Business $50.00

Send to: Henry Gerberding, Membership Chair

Middletown Springs Historical Society
P.O. Box 1084
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

+  Frisbie’s History of Middletown is available for $10,
$11.50 post paid.

+  Historic Architecture of Middletown Springs pamphlet
is available for $3, post paid.

+  Views Through Time: Driving through the Rutland
Region brochure is available for $2.50, post paid.

Donations to MSHS, a non-profit organization, are tax
deductible.

Business Members
Thanks to local businesses that have joined MSHS under
our “Business” membership category:

William Emberley—Antique Bottles & Collectibles
Mintzer Brothers
Rob Ogus, Tree Surgeon
Southview Arts—Digital Recording Studio
Stewarts Dairy
Write Stuff Communications

The MSHS Newsletter is published four times a year for mem-
bers and friends of the Society. Comments and manuscipts on
subjects of interest are encouraged and should be sent c/o
David Wright, editor.

Margaret Anderson Dies
Gold-Headed Cane passes to Herb Davison

M argaret Anderson died on April 7 at the age of

95 in a Rutland nursing home. She was the 31st
recipient of the gold-headed cane, originally pre-
sented to Alpheus Haynes in 1907.

Mrs. Anderson, profiled in the February 1993
Newsletter, had lived in Middletown Springs since
1947. She is survived by a stepdaughter, Jean Ekwall
of Raleigh, NC, and Middletown Springs.

Herb Davison, who was 91 on July 10, accepted
the cane at Memorial Day ceremonies on May 28.
Herb’s adventure as the cub reporter who interview-
ed Calvin Coolidge on the day before he became
President were recounted in the July 1991 Newsletter.

Anderson-Howell Exhibit Opens

P- aintings and drawings by Fred Anderson and John
f Howell are currently on display in the Henry
Gray Museum room. The exhibit was inspired by the
recent gift of two Howell oil landscapes. Other works
are on loan from Shirley Moyer, Kay Avery, and Jean
and Liz Ekwall.

Fred Anderson first came to Middletown Springs
at the invitation of the Countess Geneva de Malroy,
who lived on Buxton Avenue in the house now owned
by the Parents. Fred and his wife Margaret purchased
the Powers-Matthews farm on Norton Road in 1947.
Fred illustrated for major magazine and book publish-
ers.
John Howell and his wife Gladys often visited the
Andersons from New York. During his stays, he
frequently would draw and paint landscape scenes of
Middletown’s back roads.

The exhibit is open Sundays from 2 to 4 p.m., or
call Jim Geddes at 235-2144 for an appointment.
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