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MSHS and Town Work Together on
Handicap Access Project

v ull accesibility to the

| accessible restroom in a

' ground floor of the

small addition on the

Historical Society build- I'FT_‘! h’ west side of the dining
ing for handicapped indi- L‘_‘ i’_'[ ' room will be a major part
viduals will be achieved r == = of the project.

~1n 1996 through a joint ef- c = The Society has ap-
fort between the Histori- ﬁ ‘,’FFI“ plied for a Cultural
cal Society and the Town || ==l Facilities Grant from

Select Board. A ramp

Vermont Historical So-

protected by a porch roof —L
will lead from a desig-

ciety and hopes for addi-
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nated parking spotatthe A,chitect Michael Beattie designed the proposed
changes, such as this handicap-accessible porch.

north end of the building

the estimated $39,000
project. The balance

to the dining room door.
A small interior ramp and enlarged doorways will
access the front hallway, Town Clerk’s office, meet-
ing room and museum room. The second floor is
accessible by means of a stairlift. A wheelchair

Montvert Exhibit Closes
With Visit From Students

" he Montvert Hotel and Mineral Springs Ex-
_( hibit officially closed in mid-October after a
record number of over 500 registered visitors
viewed its photos and artifacts. The season ended
with a visit by the 5th and 6th grade classes from
the elementary school accompanied by their
teacher Karen Ames and enrichment teacher,
Pam Lewis. Listening attentively to tour leader
David Wright, the students looked closely, took
copious notes, and asked good questions. They hope
to continue their study of the Montvert in the
Spring with a mapping project at the Montvert site.
The exhibit was professionally documented by
photographer Stan Achey. Video filmmaker Rich
Copley recorded the exhibit and will combine live
interviews and animated stills of the photographs
with footage of the artifacts to create an exhibit
video. Jim Gilmour of Southview Arts will help
with the soundtrack. Stay tuned for details on
how you can obtain a copy of the video “And That’s
What They Did at the Springs!”.

must be raised by the So-
ciety through donations from the membership.

Fundraising chair Herry Gerberding, who is
also on the Select Board, reminds us that these
improvements are necessary to meet Americans
with Disabilities Act (A.D.A.) mandates for both
Historical Society and Town Office access. The
Town Office must be accessible to all and, fur-
thermore, our events and exhibits must be avail-
able to all whom we invite through posters and
press releases.

Please give generously to our Winter Fund
Drive.

Welcome! New Members

John & Vicki Arsenault, Middletown Springs
May & Phil Biondi, Middlesex, NJ
Bonita Matthews Bryant, Framington, MA
Susan & William Canelli, Middletown Springs
Jack & Peggy Daley, Rochester, MN
Dawn Feligro, Geneva, NY
Jim Cahill, McGowan & Co., Rocky River, OH
Virginia McKenzie, Tucsan, AZ
Nancy & Philip Peck, Waukesha, WI
Bridget & Michael Rutenberg, Middletown Springs
Madelyn Seamans, San Diego, CA
Tom Snyder, Poultney
Charles M. Wright, Ankeny, I4




PRESIDENT’S CORNER [BNeR I

Season’s Greetings and thanks to all our mem-
bers and friends, especially the pie list folks!

Thanks to Lenny Gibson for renting our fa-
cility for his breathing workshops in 1995 and
1996. And for conceiving the Silent Film Night,
which we hope will become a series.

Christmas in the Park gave us a chance to
showcase Vladimir Vagin’s original artwork
from his new children’s book, The Nutcracker
Ballet. Book sales have already brought in over
$300 to the Society, and we hope to sell many more
in 1996. (Please let us know if you would like an
autographed copy for $14.95 plus $3 for shipping.)

Thanks also to Charlene Rapinz of East
Poultney for letting us display her collection of
decorative nutcrackers.

The Nutcracker exhibit will be up through-
out the holidays, along with Dana Carpenter’s
photographs from the Montvert Exhibit.

Recent acquisitions to the museum collection
include:

* Aframed, archivally mounted photograph

of the AY. Gray and A.C. Norton fami-
lies, given by Kay Avery;

* Twoantique tinsmithing machines, given
by George Dudley.

The follwing items were purchased with pro-
ceeds from bottle sales:

* AW. Gray equipment catalogues 1880,
1887, 1889, 1898, 1905-"06;

* Steroscopic photo of the Montvert Hotel
and the Valley Hotel;

* Post card of the Cook Place, (now the
Tarbell farmhouse);

* Grays & Clark, Middletown Healing
Springs bottle, green.

Nineteen hundred ninety-six should be an ex-
citing year with our project for handicap access
and expansion of the the Town Office. We hope
you will give generously to our Winter Fund
Drive and make it another successful year for
the Historical Society.

Silent Films Return to MSHS Stage

Middletown Community House tradition
AN from the 1920’s was revived November 25
when silent films flickered on the screen of the
Auditorium to the accompaniment of a veteran
movie pianist. Abraham Lass, 88, of Queens, N.Y.
played melodies from the silent film era that he
had learned as a pianist in New York movie
houses in the 1920s. The films “Teddy at the
Throttle,” a 1917 Mack Sennett comedy starring
Gloria Swanson and Wallace Beery, and “The
Taking of Luke McVane (The Fugitive),” a 1915
classic tragedy with William S. Hart, were on
loan from the Museum of Modern Art. Lenny
Gibson of Pawlet arranged for Mr. Lass’ perfor-
mance and the film rental. Middletown Springs
homeschoolers, led by Beth Miller, served popcorn
and beverages. And thanks to Doyle Lane for mak-
ing our very tired piano as playable as possible.
During the 1920’s silent movies were regularly
shown in the Community House auditorium.
Norma Thomas was a frequent accompanist, and
asection of the stage was built out in front of the
screen to allow her to see the action as she played.
The stage was restored in 1939 as part of the res-
toration of the auditorium.
‘We had an excellent response to this event,

drawing people from as far as Manchester. Mr.
Lass delighted moviegoers with tales of playing
in the Eagle Theater in Brooklyn in 1923. Both
Mr. Lass and the audience enjoyed the evening so
much, that we plan to do more Silent Movie
Nights,and maybe a Matinee, during the winter.
To make these events even more enjoyable the
Historical Society is looking for a better piano.
Mr. Lass described our piano as “one of the worst
he's ever played.” According to Doyle Lane, the
piano needs major work to bring it up to a reason-
able standard. If anyone has, or knows of, a decent
upright piano to loan or donate to the Historical
Society, please call Jim Geddes at 235-2144.

Thank You!

Thanksto the What’s Cooking Co-op, who use the
dining room and kitchen for their monthly food
distribution, for financial support and much ap-
preciated “deep cleaning” of dining and kitchen
floors!

Thanks to Trustee Randy Kniffin, a Co-op mem-
ber, who recently repainted the dining room floor.



Annual Meeting Tapes
Available

New Trustees Elected; Bylaws Revised

uthors Ursula Smith and Linda Peavy pre-
A sented an especially entertaining reading
from their 1994 book Women in Waiting in the
Western Movementat the Society’s Annual Meet-
ing on Sept. 10. Alternating voices in a rapid-fire
dialogue, Middletown residents Smith and Peavy
told the story of the Shipman family’s protracted
migration from Bethel, Vermont, to Montana ter-
ritory in the 1880’s. The talk was recorded and
tapes are available upon request from the Society.
Outgoing President Doyle Lane presided at
the business meeting which was highlighted by

—the adoption of a “Layalty and Conflict of Inter-

est” amendment to the Bylaws. (A copy of the re-
vised Bylaws is included with this issue.) Trust-
ees elected for 1995-97 are Jim Geddes, Henry
Gerberding, Wendy Grace, Joel Phner and
Ursula Smith.

- The Apple
y Festival
v on Oct. 8
-t coincided
with a
bountiful
- harvest at
' Burnham
Hollow Or-
chard. Ad-

: ‘ vertised by
a beautlful new sign on the Green by Barbie Carr
and aided by dry, cool weather, the event brought
out a modest crowd. Activities included Jim
Geddes’ cider pressing demonstrations,an exhibit
of Doyle Lane’s apple peelers and other antique
artifacts, apple decorating organized by Russ
Arnold, and a bountiful selection of apple deserts
supplied by loyal members of the Pie List. Will-
iams Hardware, Northshire Bookstore and the
Original Vermont Store donated items for the
raffle. Jack Clay ably coordinated the event
which raised about $110.

FroM A COUNTRY PAPER

The Poultney Journal was published from 1872
through the 1940s. Barnes Frisbie was the editor
in the 1890s. Earlier Poultney Papers were Ga-
zette, Spectator, Owl and Bulletin.

Friday, August 2, 1895

The “Drummer Evangelist,” W.H. Williams, gave
an eloquent temperance address in the Baptist
church Friday evening. As it was a free lecture,
not even a collection being called for, the speaker
was greeted with a full house.

Friday, August 9, 1895

Monday, July 29, was the occasion of a very pleas-
ant gathering at Deacon A. Haynes’, when some
thirty relatives and intimate friends met to cel-
ebrate that gentleman’s 88th birthday. Time
passed rapidly in social conversation, music, etc.;

an excellent supper was served, and the guests
departed with kind wishes for many happy re-
turns of the day; The follow1ng poem was read,
composed for the occasion by Mrs. Lucy Haynes:

Now of this large family of Hezikiah Haynes
Only a three of them remains

Alpheus, Jonathan and Hezekiah

All the rest have gone up higher.

This large family of ten

All grew to the stature of men

Except Joseph, who, at the age cf four,
Passed on to the other shore.

Achsa, Aaron, Arus, Bachus, Sylvanus,
And Annis complete the seven

Which I trust are happy now

In the Paradise of Heaven.

To speak of their vocations

Is now my intention

Four professionals in one family
Surely is worthy of mention.

Aaron and Arus preachers would be,
Bacchus and Sylvanus were titled M.D.
Hezekiah, a mechainc, works at his trade,
Alpheus and Jonathan, farmers have made.

We meet here today to mark

The Deacon’s milestone eight-eight:

‘We are reminded of the solemn fact

We are one year nearer the Golden Gate.

[Ed. note: Deacon Haynes was the first to receive the
Gold Headed Cane in 1907. See Newsletter, Feb. 1994.
Six of the eleven poem stanzas are reprinted above.]

Friday, August 23, 1895

The sociable at Mrs. Clara Carpenter’s last
Wednesday evening for the benefit of Rev. Mr.
McCabe, who has supplied the Baptist pulpit for
the past two months, was well attended and a very
pleasant affair. A short musical and literary pro-
gram was well rendered. The band played sev-
eral pieces, after which cake and ice cream was
served. Nine dollars was realized.

Mrs. Daniel Cummings had two large night-
blooming cereus blossoms open Tuesday night.



Middletown Springs Historical Society

Bylaws

(Revised September 10, 1995)

ARrTiICLE I Name
The name of the society shall be the Middletown Springs Historical Society, Inc.

ArrTicLE I1 Purpose

The purpose of this society shall be to gather and display material pertaining to the town’s
history: printed material such as histories, genealogies, biographies, descriptions, gazetteers, di-
rectories, newspapers, pamphlets, catalogs, circulars, handbills, programs and posters; manuscript
material such as letters, diaries, journals, memoranda, reminiscences, rosters, service records, ac-
count books, charts, surveys, and field books; and museum material such as pictures, photographs,
paintings, portraits, and aboriginal relics.

The Society, cooperating with the Vermont Historical Society and other preservation agencies
when appropriate, will provide for the preservation of this material and for its accessibility, and
will undertake the preservation of historic buildings, monuments, and markers in Middletown
Springs.

The Society will publish historical material when feasible; will hold meetings, pageants, ad-
dresses, lectures, papers, and discussions; will mark historic buildings, sites and trails; and will
use the media of newspaper, radio, and television to stimulate public interest.

ArTICLE II1 Membership
Section1 All membership categories, except Life, will be considered annual memberships, and
dues will be payable on January 1 for the ensuing year. Family and Family Life memberships
may, at the discretion of the paying member, be considered to include family members and
other persons residing at the same address.

Schedule of dues: Individual $5.00
Family $8.00
Business $50.00
Individual Life $125.00
Family Life $150.00

The trustees may accept, by majority vote, at the written request of the donor, an in-kind
donation of service in exchange for any category of dues of equal or lesser value.

Section 2 Upon nomination by the board of trustees, honorary Life members, who have made
outstanding contributions to the objectives of the Society, may be confirmed by a three-fourths
vote of those present at an annual meeting.

Section 3 The board of trustees is authorized to establish an endowment fund, entitled the
Middletown Springs Historical Society Heritage Fund. All life membership dues, along with
any bequests, memorial gifts, or other donations so designated by the donor or by the board of
trustees, will be placed in the Heritage Fund. The Heritage Fund will be invested for growth
and income. The board of trustees shall allow the Heritage Fund to accumulate until a mini-
mum balance of $25,000 is achieved. When the balance of the Heritage Fund reaches $25,000,
up to one-half of the annual income of the Heritage Fund may be transferred to the general
fund of the society. When the balance of the Heritage Fund reaches $50,000, all of the annual
income of the Heritage Fund may be transferred to the general fund of the society. The board
of trustees shall use the income from the Heritage Fund for capital improvements to the
society’s property, acquisitions for the society’s museum collection, or for historical research,
prior to using this income for other societal purposes. In order to carry out the intent of this
section, the board of trustees is granted absolute discretion in the investment and adminis-
tration of the Heritage Fund.



ARrTICLE IV Meetings
The annual meeting will be held during the month of September, and the membership will be
notified thirty (30) days in advance. Meetings other than the annual meeting may be called at any
time by the president or any three trustees or officers.

ARTICLE V Board
Section1 The board of trustees shall be ten (10) members, who will serve for a period of two (2)
years, five (5) of whom are elected for a two-year term each year.

Section 2 The grantors of the land on which the Mineral Springs are found are life members of
the board of trustees, and each may appoint a representative to serve on his/her behalf.

Section 3 Loyalty and Conflict of Interest
Loyalty to the purpose of the Historical Society and to the public it serves is the essence of
historical society and museum work, whether volunteer or paid. Where conflicts of interest
arise—actual, potential, or perceived—the duty of loyalty must never be compromised. No
individual may use his or her position in the Society for personal gain or to benefit another at
the expense of the Historical Society, its purpose, its reputation, and the community it serves.

ARTICLE VI Elections
Section1 Trustees shall be elected by a plurality of votes cast by members present at the an-
nual meeting.

Section 2 Immediately after the election the trustees shall meet toelect, from the board, a presi-
dent, vice-president, secretary, and treasurer to serve for a period of one (1) year.

Section 3 The president will appoint a chair of a nomination committee. This chair will select
two members to form the nominating committee. The committee will submit a slate of candi-
dates for the approval of the board of trustees at a meeting to be held not less than forty (40)
days prior to the annual meeting.

Section4 Nominations may also be submitted in writing by any member of the society to the
chair of the nominating committee no later than 48 hours prior to the election. Any candidate
for election must be a member.

Section 5 A trustee elected for two consecutive two-year terms is ineligible to be a trustee again
for one year.

Section 6 Trustees will be installed at the close of the annual meeting at which they are elected
and will serve until their successors have been duly elected and installed.

Section7 Inthe event of resignation or incapacity of any officer or trustee, the vacancy may be
filled by a vote of the board of trustees for the unexpired term of office.

ArTiCLE VII  Standing Committee
The president may appoint members to the chair of the following committees:

Building and Grounds Membership
Historical Research Junior Committee
Fund Raising & Events Cemetery
Museum Springs Park

ArTicLEVII  Amendment
These bylaws may be amended at a regular or special meeting by a two-thirds majority vote of
members present, provided the proposed amendments have been submitted in writing to the secre-
tary and copies forwarded to all members.

9/10/95



Membership Information

Membership dues for 1996 are due in January.
Check your mailing label for current status.

Dues (Check one):
Individual $5.00 Individual Life $125.00
Family $8.00  Family Life $150.00
Business $50.00

Send to: Henry Gerberding, Membership Chair

Middletown Springs Historical Society
P.O. Box 1084
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

+  Frisbie’s History of Middletown is available for $10,
$11.50 post paid.

+  Historic Architecture of Middletown Springs pamphlet
is available for $3, post paid.

+  Views Through Time: Driving through the Rutland
Region brochure is available for $2.50, post paid.

Donations to MSHS, a non-profit organization, are tax
deductible.

Business Members
Thanks to local businesses that have joined MSHS under
our “Business” membership category:

William Emberley—Antique Bottles & Collectibles
Mintzer Brothers
Rob Ogus, Tree Surgeon
Southview Arts—Digital Recording Studio
Stewarts Dairy
Write Stuff Communications

The MSHS Newsletter is published four times a year for mem-
bers and friends of the Society. Comments and manuscipts on
subjects of interest are encouraged and should be sent c/o
David Wright, editor.

N a ey
& In Memoriam 2

Paul Fitzgerald

Middletown farmer Paul Fitzgerald, a famil-
iar figure in the village with his horse and buggy,
died Oct. 29 at age 83.

A native of North Pawlet, Mr. Fitzgerald had
lived in Middletown Springs for many years. He
served on the school board and as president of the
Daisy Hollow Club and was active in the Rutland
County Co-operative Creamery. (See Newsletter
Feb. 1994) He is survived by his wife Monelvia
and two daughters.

Harriet Kenyon

Harriet “Hat” Kenyon of Ira died in July. She
was born in Middletown Springs, the daughter of
Gilbert and May (Grover) Kenyon, Sr. and was
foster daughter of Dana and Clara (Curtis) Car-
penter. Her foster sister, Thelma Day Holtz, died
last spring. She was graduated from the
Middletown school, Troy Conference Academy in
Poultney and Casileton State College. Hat be-
gan her teaching career at T.C.A,, and travelled
to Mexico to teach in the early 30s. She taught
inWest Rupert, 33 years in Ira and later in
Clarendon. She retired in 1970 and continued part
time into the 80’s. Hat’s reminiscences of her
early years in Middletown Springs have been of
great interest to the Historical Society.

E.W.“Ed” Maire

E-W. “Ed” Maire, a trustee and treasurer in
the early 1970s, died November 3 in Battle Creek,
Michigan. He leaves his wife Helen, three sons
and several grandchildren.
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