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Montvert Project Students
Participate in Archaeology Week

S tudents from Troy Academy, #
) Poultney High School and
Middletown Springs Elementary
School presented some prelimi-
nary findings of the Montvert
Project at the Historical Society on
May 9. The program was part of
Vermont Archaeology Week, spon-
sored by the Vermont Archaeo-
logical Society and the Vermont
Division for Historic Preservation.
Visitors were invited to view
the selection of Montvert photo-
graphs on display and hear some
of the history of the Montvert
from David Wright, MSHS vice
president. He told of the resort’s
construction in 1870, enlarge-
ment in 1881, and closing and
demolition in 1906. “Despite its
demise as a hotel the Montvert
lives on in spirit,” Wright said.
“Infact, it inspired the creation of
the Mineral Springs Park and the
birth of the MSHS in 1969.”
Juanita Burch Clay, director

At the Montvert Project presentation, Molly
Carr recites a “testimonial of the waters.”

about the Montvert, discovered
in the microfilm archives of the
Rutland Herald and Poultney
Bulletin.

At the Mineral Springs Parks,
students passed out cups of
water for comparative tasting
from three spring spigots.
Dressed in Victorian attire and
using the spring house as their
stage, they presented dramatic
readings of testimonials from
early Montvert advertisements.

Students participating were
Molly Carr, Caitlin Clay, Chuck
Delpha, Jacob Estenfeld, Kate
Everett, Kara Haynes, Chris
LaMontagne, D.J. Mason and
Matt Morelli from Middletown
Springs Elementary School;
Talena Babcock and Emily Kniffin
from Troy Academy; and Jeff
Bernhardt and Jesse Roberts
from Poultney High School.

Visitorsincluded Gail Albert,
administrator, and Alison

d Troy Academy, and Pamela Lewis, teacher and
coordinator of the Gifted and Talented program, then
explained the Montvert Project. Clay had been inspired
by the Historical Society’s 1995 exhibit on the
Montvert Resort and Springs and developed the
program with the help of the MSHS trustees.

During the school year, students have been
conducting research in libraries, museum collections
and newspaper archives for material about the
Montvert Hotel and the mineral springs resort. They
also hope to locate forgotten building sites and other
features through surface archaeology and by surveying
the former Montvert property. Students also will
interview older residents for memories and stories
about the Montvert.

The project, which involved much of the spring
semester, will continue during a two-week summer day
camp. It will culminate in an exhibit at the Historical
Society’s Montvert Festival on Sunday, August 4.

Student Matt Morelli read from newspaper articles

Frederick and Melissa Bushey board members of the
Vermont Commission on National and Community
Service, which is funding the Montvert Project through
a Learn and Serve America grant.

Welcome! New Members

Sandra K. Beckett, Reno, NV
Linda Bates, West Pawlet
Susan & Bill Clark, Wells
Gail Franz, Middletown Springs
Laura Guyre, F't. Lee, NJ
Gary Holt & Family, West Rutland
Stephanie & Larry Leizure, Hillsboro, NH.
Mr.& Mrs. William Miron, Harrington, CT
Harry Thomas, Gansevoort, NY
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Summer is here...finally!

The Historical Society had a very successful
Maple Festival thanks to Marilyn Trapeni, Bill Clark
and Mitch Spencer and cooperative weather

As spring arrived there was a flurry of activity to
get the Historical Society Building ready for
summer’s activities. We would like to thank Kyle
Mason, from the Community Church Youth Group,
and his father Mark Mason for removing the plastic
from around the building foundation.

Our Memorial Day Parade float, celebrating Mud
Season, added a note of humor. Thanks to Joel Pliner,
Bud Krouse, Martha Heitkamp and the kids who rode
on the float, and to Ed Querrey and Mark Teetor for
their crucial help in constructing the float. Also,
special thanks to Devin Asch and his helpers,
Amanda and Rachel McKeen, Megan Casco, Serapha
Huber and “Chatch” Pregger, who served desserts at
Memorial Day. And thanks to all the volunteer bakers
who prepared the treats.

Now we look ahead to a busy summer. In addition
to all of our usual events—the Strawberry and
Montvert Festivals, the Picnic in the Park,
culminating in the fall with the Annual Meeting and
the Apple Festival—we are beginning a major fund
raising effort. Soon you will receive a letter that
states our immediate needs for the 21st Century
Fund. But I wish to add a personal note:

The Middletown Springs Historical Society is under
the federal and state gun to make our building
handicapped accessible. To do this we need to raise
money—Ilots of it. We are aiming for a $50,000 goal, and
the uses of those dollars are outlined in the article below.
I hope all of our members will assist us in our efforts.

An article on Middletown Springs is in the
summer issue of Vermont Life magazine. The article,
written by Nancy Boardman, features Anna Fenton,
Nan Gilmour, Kay Avery and Josie Berger. We will
be offering copies of the issue as a premium during
the 21st Century Fund Drive.

21st Century Fund
Campaign Underway

" he capital fundraising campaign for improvements

to the MSHS building has begun. Trustees set a

goal of $50,000 for the 21st Century Fund, and plan to
raise money over the next four years. Improvements
will bring the building into compliance with Americans
with Disabilities Act (A.D.A.) mandates for handicap
access. These include a roofed ramp, widened doorways
and an accessible restroom. The plans also encompass
expanding the Town Office and installing a fire resistant
closet for town records. Other improvements planned
include new foundation walls under the dining room and
finishing a room on the second floor for a MSHS office.

In December the Vermont Cultural Facilities Grant
Program awarded the Society a $4,000 matching grant,
funded by the State of Vermont. In May the
Selectboard voted to provide $12,000 toward improve-
ments. Leadership pledges from members already total
over $2,000.

The MSHS is mailing a fundraising letter which will
reach all members during June. A trustee will follow up
the letter with a personal phone call. Please respond as
generously as you possibly can to the 21st Century
Fund appeal.

In addition to soliciting members and area
businesses, trustees are applying to other Vermont
foundations interested in historic preservation and
accessibility issues.

The Mud Squad Rides
MSHS’ Memorial Day Float

" he “Mud Squad” attempted to rescue a car mired
in mud season muck. All of the excitement took
place on the Historical Society’s entry in this year’s Me-
morial Day Parade. The rescuers, lead by Martha
Heitkamp, are (from left to right) Haley Clayton,
Thaddeus Gibson, Jennifer Chesnut-Tangerman, Chris
Burhans, Danna Clayton, Jeff Spear and P.J. Rosso. Bud
Krouse supplied the trailer and the tractor and drove
the float through the parade. Despite the rescuers’ val-
iant efforts, the mud claimed another victim.




FroMm A CounTRrY PAPER The following articles from the Poultney Bulletin (c. 1887) were

Sfound by students in the Montvert Project (see article on page 1).

The Fourth at the Montvert

The new hotel company in
Middletown Springs are making
vigorous preparations for the cel-
ebration of the fourth of July on
their grounds. We learn that ar-
rangements have been made for a
special train from New York to this
place via Boston, Hoosac Tunnel and
Western Railway for the accommo-
dation of those along the line who
may desire to attend. Tickets may
be bought at all stations to this place
and return at greatly reduced rates.
There will be exercises during the
day of music, etc., suitable to the
occasion, and in the evening a grand
display of fire works, including
among them several cans, which will
be exploded high in the air from
balloons especially provided for that
occasion.

The Fourth at the Montvert

Our friends at Middletown Springs
had alively day. They did not lay out
for “a big performance,” as they
said, but large enough to keep the
people of the place at home, and
large enough to make the atten-
dance respectable as to numbers.
Their field piece was heard quite
early in the morning and at intervals
through the day and evening.

The great show of the day was the
“horribles,” these in the main were
kept out of sight until well along in
the afternoon. About two o’clock in
the afternoon the Ira drum corps,
which had been engaged for the
occasion, were seen coming out of
the Valley hotel and seated them-
selves in a carriage provided for the
purpose, and was driven down
South street, the corps playing as
they went, an old and familiar tune.
There were led by the marshall, and

it was supposed the purpose was to
go to the graded school building and
escort to the grounds the teachers
and scholars of that flourishing
school. There were absent longer
than was expected, and as it proved,
the horribles “filed in” from their
place of retirement, and the cavalcade
thus formed marched to the grounds
of the Montvert, up and down the
cross street leading from the
Montvert and the graded school
building to South street, down
South street as far as Dr. Thomas’
and returned from thence back to
the centre and up and down North
and West street.

According to Kay Avery, the
“horribles” were folks who acted like
clowns with painted faces and odd,
patched clothes. She remembers them
as members of the Modern Woods-
men who took part in Middletown
Springs parades in the teens.

Ruth E. Clayton, 73,
died April 6 at her home
in Middletown Springs.
Before retiring here
Betty resided in Man-
chester for many years where she was active in
community organizations including Zion Church
(Episcopal), where her husband Rev. Robert L. Clayton
was rector, Manchester Recreation Center, Monday
Club, and Vermont Alpine Racing Association. Bob
Clayton, former president of the MSHS, died in 1992.
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Floyd E. Stoddard, 95, died March 10 in North
Granville, New York. In 1973 Mr. Stoddard presented
the Historical Society with a unique lamp he had crafted
using pieces of antique Middletown Springs bottles. A
self-employed farmer, he was active in the Grange, Odd
Fellows and United Methodist Church in North
Granville. Lucy Stoddard, his wife of 74 years, died Feb. 9.

Chesley P. Horton, 79, principal of the Middletown
Springs school in the late 1940’s and early 1950’s died
February 28. He served as youth agent in charge of
county 4-H clubs for the UVM Extension Service from
1957-81. A MSHS member, Mr. Horton lived in Mendon
and later Poultney.

David O. Thomas, 83, died Jan. 23 in Glens Falls,
New York. He was the son of Will Thomas, a Middle-

In Memoriam

K?m’e town Springs native
2 whose reminiscences of

., working at the Montvert
Hotel and of the village

at the turn of the century

were recorded not long before his death at age 106.
David, a dairy farmer, plumber and electrician, lived
many years in Gansevoort, New York.

HeléneS. Girard, 88, of East Poultney died January
20. A native of Yonkers, New York, Mrs. Girard earned
her B.L.S. degree from Fordham University. She was
assistant Librarian at the College of Mount St. Vincent,
where she also taught Library Science and Latin for 35
years. She and her husband, who have been Life Members
of MSHS for many years, retired to Poultney. Mrs. Girard
is survived by her husband Thomas P. Girard, Sr.

Katherine Downing Hosier, 81, died July 17, 1995
at her home in Stoneham, Mass. She was the daughter of
Elsie Powers Downing and often visited her aunts Grace
Powers and Ellen Dooley, who lived on West Street
where Soulange Martineau now resides. A Radcliffe
College graduate, Mrs. Hosier worked for the M.L.T.
Radiation Laboratory in Cambridge and Paris, France.

Dorothy Marie Bealmear, 73, of Middletown
Springs died Sept. 26, 1995. She was a Life Member of
MSHS. She is survived by her husband William Bealmer.



Membership Information

Membership dues for 1996 are due in January.
Check your mailing label for current status.

Dues (Check one):
Individual $5.00 Individual Life $125.00
Family $8.00 Family Life $150.00
Business $50.00

Send to: Henry Gerberding, Membership Chair

Middletown Springs Historical Society
P.O. Box 1084
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

+ Frisbie’s History of Middletown is available for
$10, $11.50 post paid.

+ Historic Architecture of Middletown Springs
pamphlet is available for $3, post paid.

+ Views Through Time: Driving through the Rutland
Region brochure is available for $2.50, post paid.

+ Vermont Museum, Galleries & Historic Places is
available for $11.50, post paid.

Donations to MSHS, a non-profit organization, are tax
deductible.

Business Members
Thanks to local businesses that have joined MSHS under
our “Business” membership category:

William Emberley—Antique Bottles & Collectibles
Mintzer Brothers
Rob Ogus, Tree Surgeon
Southview Arts—Digital Recording Studio
Stewarts Dairy
Write Stuff Communications

The MGHS Newsletter is publihed four t
bers and friends lety. Com

Middletown Springs Historical Society
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

Riley Runs
the Boston Marathon

iddletown Springs resident and MSHS member

Bob Riley was one of only 163 Vermonters whoran
in a field of approximately 38,500 competitors in the
historic 100th Boston Marathon in April. It was Riley’s
first time in the annual Patriot’s Day event and the first
time for any Middletowner, as far as we know.

Riley, chair of the Recreation & Leisure Studies
Department at Green Mountain College and veteran of
15 previous marathons, was impressed with the
professional organization of the race. Despite the
difficult logistics of funnelling 35,000 runners across the
starting line, the event was carried out with a smooth
precision reminiscent of the MSHS’s Strawberry
Festival serving line. Bob finished the race with a time
of 3 hours and 35 minutes.

After training regularly for years on Coy Hill Road
and the road to Poultney (about 22 miles total), Bob had
little difficulty with the somewhat hilly Marathon
course, including Heartbreak Hill. He looks forward to
competing next year in Boston.

ComiNnG EVENTS

June23 2-4pm. Strawberry Festival
Aug. 4 1-4p.m. Monwvert Victorian Festival
Aug.18 1-4p.m. Mineral Springs Picnic
Sept. 22 5 p.m. MSHS Annual Meeting

' Speaker, Howard Coffin
Oct. 6 2-4p.m. Apple Festival
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