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Meeting House is Two Hundred Years Old

The Middletown Springs
Community Church con-
gregation will celebrate the
two hundredth birthday of the
building in October. Plans for
the festivities will be an-
nounced soon, according to
Pastor Phil Crossman.

The meeting house, dedi-
cated on October 1, 1796, was
built with funds given by the
Congregationalists, Baptists
and “Nuters” (those belonging
to no specific denomination). It
replaced a log structure built
before 1784 on the southeast
corner of the Old Cemetery lot.
The Baptists later sold their
share and in 1806 built their
own church on the west side of
the green.

The new meeting house had
no steeple, no stained glass and
had doors on three sides.
Painted white with a red
shingle roof, it sat near the
middle of what is now the park,
about 100 feet south and 10 feet
west of its present site.
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The Federated Church (1919-1924). Does anyone
know what became of the weathervane?

In 1860 the present vesti-
bule was added with “chapel”
above, topped by the steeple,
belfry, and a weathervane. The
purchase of a pipe organ 1870
required construction of the
present organ shed. (The cur-
rent organ was given to the
church in 1921.) In 1885 the
pulpit was moved back to the
north end and the pews were
turned around. Stained glass
was installed in the auditorium,
vestibule and chapel windows
in 1898.

In 1993 an addition was
added to the northeast corner
of the building containing meet-
ing and recreation rooms, the
library, the pastor’s office, a
restroom and the kitchen. In
1996 the vestibule was restored
and redecorated.

Two hundred years have
brought many changes to the
meeting house on the
Middletown Springs green.
Since the 1919 the church
congregation has been non-

Inside there were 26 square
or “box” pews, a gallery or balcony on three sides
containing benches and more square pews, and an
imposing canopied high pulpit at the north end, reached
by a winding staircase. Beneath this pulpit were the
deacon’s seats and a cabinet containing ammunition for
the town militia. (The meeting house was also the “town
house,” used for town meetings until 1832.)

In 1849 the building was moved to its present site.
The doors on the east and west were removed and two
doors replaced the one on the south facing the green.
Inside, the square pews were replaced with the present
slip pews, the high gallery was removed and the ceiling
was lowered four feet. The high pulpit on the north wall
wasreplaced with alow pulpit in an arched recess on the
south wall between the doors, and the current platform
gallery on the north end was built for the singers and
musicians.

denominational Protestant, first
called the Federated Church, and since 1924, the
Community Church.
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER [T

A s annual meeting approaches we look back on an-
iother successful year. Some of the highlights
include the first capital fundraising campaign in the
Society’s history, the 21st Century Fund. Fundraising
began with a $4,000 Cultural Facilities Grant from the
State of Vermont and a donation of $1,000 from a former
trustee. This was soon followed by a $1,500 gift and
many more ranging from $5 to $500. The donations
continue to come in, and we thank all who have
contributed or made pledges.

The trustees have just voted to hire Free Fall
Construction, contractors from Castleton who have
extensive experience in historic preservation and
restoration, to do the work on the Historical Society’s
building. They will begin later in the fall and are
expected to be finished by November 30.

Other highlights of the year were the tributes of
Garet Livermore, VMGA president, to our collections
care efforts (see article on VMGA Meeting); a season of
well-attended events; and the acquisition of a number of
Dana Carpenter and Montvert Hotel materials and a
Leonidas Gray portrait. Perhaps the most gratifying
highlight for the future of the Historical Society was the
student Montvert Project, which inspired a new
generation of historians and archaeologists. Thanks to
Pam Lewis and Sheila Charles.

We hope to see you at the annual meeting, featuring
Howard Coffin talking about Vermontersin the Civil War.

21st Century Fund Update

F undraising for the 21st Century Fund has so far
resulted in donations and pledges of over $21,000,
including $4,000 from the State of Vermont Cultural
Facilities Grant program; a $12,000 loan from the Town,
to be repaid through reductions on the office rental; and
over $5,000 from members and friends. Thanks to those

who have pledged or contributed so far.
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VMGA Meeting

The Board of the Vermont Museum and Gallery
Alliance held its quarterly meeting at the Historical
Society on June 20. After the business meeting MSHS
vice president David Wright told how the VMGA
Collections Care program has inspired and helped the
Society’s museum and exhibit program. VMGA board
members and guests from other local historical toured
the Historcal Society building and Springs Park.

VMGA president Garet Livermore wrote in the
Summer 1996 VMGA Newsletter:

“The Vermont Museum & Gallery Alliance is an
active, dynamic institution. Trying to keep track of the
impact we make on our members is difficult. Yet this
pastJune 20th we had a chance to see just how one of our
members, the Middletown Springs Historical Society,
has made good use of our programs.

“Middletown Springs began its involvement with
VMGA programs by sending members to our computer
workshop in St. Johnsbury in 1992 and followed up with
a workshop on fundraising for collections care.... This
led to a series of consultations...and two mentoring
projects led by Corwin Sharp of the Woodstock
Historical Society on board relations and myself on
developing an educational program relating to the site
of the Montvert Hotel.

“This last program was especially exciting for me.
The mineral springs resorts of the Victorian era is a

special interest of mine, and the staff of the museum and
schools were very excited about developing a
comprehensive school program involving the history of
the Montvert.

“Middletown Springs also opened its doors to other
institutions by hosting workshops in collections care
and exhibit preparation. As a board member and
president it was very rewarding to me to see how the
VMGA is helping our members, and how our members
help themselves by sharing information and resources.
This spirit helps to energize all who are involved with
the VMGA.”

Montvert Festival Rescheduled
Park Picnic Postponed

Due to ascheduling conflict with the Solarfest event
on the weekend of July 27-28, this year’s Montvert
Festival was held on August 4 and the Springs Park
Picnic, slated for August 18 was cancelled. The Trustees
regret any inconvenience or confusion these changes
may have caused.

Montvert featured on
Vermont ETV program

Photos of the Montvert Hotel were recently loaned
to Vermont Educational Television for use in a program
entitled Vermont Memories: Vanished Images. Ac-
cording to producer Jill Halstead, the show will be
broadcast in December.



Hazel Grover Celebrates One Hundred Years

B orn September 18, 1896, in the West Tinmouth
1)) farmhouse that is still her home, Hazel Grover’s
roots go back to the early years of Tinmouth, Wells
and Middletown Springs. Her paternal great-great-
grandfather Nathanial
8§ Grover came from
Massachusetts to East
Wells before 1810; her
maternal great-grand-
| father, Henry Gray,
migrated to Middletown
at about the same time.
Hazel’s ancestors in-
clude the Barretts who
once owned the Histori-
cal Society building.
Hazel attended
the Tinmouth one room school once located on the
corner of the Wells Road adjacent to the Grover farm
and the new (in 1904) Middletown Springs graded
school for one year. She then went on to Granville High
School. Inspired by a favorite science teacher who was a
Middlebury College alumna, Hazel enrolled at
Middlebury College where she majored in Chemistry
and English and was graduated in 1919. After a brief
stint as a teacher, she went to work for the Cheney
Brothers Silk Co. in Manchester, Conn. Six years later
she moved to New York City to finish her Master’s
Degree studies in Chemistry at Columbia while
working at Columbia Medical School. Hazel was the
first woman student enrolled at Brooklyn Polytechnic
Institute, where she took courses in Microscopy. In
1929 she went to work for the Nestle corporation where
she analyzed samples of fuel coal used in the

RECENT ACQUISITIONS

Carpenter Items from
Clayton Family Auction in June

The MSHS purchased artifacts from Dana
Carpenter’s pharmacy, general store, photography and
printing businesses and botanical study with the help of
several friends. The most important acquisitions
include five glass negatives of a 1908 rally for President
Taft on the Middletown Springs green (see photo,
right), a section of store counter, pharmacy bottles,
advertising signs, and a homemade apparatus for
recording store receipts. Donations for these acquisitons
came from the Clayton family, Maxine and Stan
Garfinkel, Rick and Betty Hruby, Bob Nimmo and John
Hart, and Marilyn Trapeni and Fred Bradley. Many of
the items are currently on display in the museum room.

Dana Carpenter Glass Negatives

Twelve glass negative, mostly of the Montvert
Hotel, and hand colored projection slides were
purchased recently from Tom Snyder of Sankanac
Antiques in Poultney. Tom had purchased the artifacts
at the 1995 M.S. Volunteer Firemen’s auction.

manufacturing of food products. At General Foods in
New Jersey afew years later, working in a sub-zero lab,
Hazel studied and photographed microscopic samples
of frozen foods. During World War II she moved on to the
Ferdinand Guttman Co., a manufacturer of container
closures in Brooklyn, where she conducted research for
a substitute for cork, which was in short supply because
of the war. She stayed there until her retirement in 1962.

Hazel returned to the family home to live with her
older sister Lucy Blakely. She worked with Lucy at
Flower Fashions, a florist shop on Cottage Street in
Rutland, which she had helped her sister establish in
1949. They sold the business in 1973. Lucy died in 1983.
Lucy’s daughter Barbara Blakely now lives with Hazel.

A member of the Historical Society almost from its
beginning, Hazel served as a trustee for several years.
She joined the Congregational Church at the age of 13
and rejoined the Community Church in 1962. She
became a Deaconess soon after.

Hazel feels blessed by the gift of her unusual
longevity, but modestly insists that it is not something
she wished for or expected. She was publicly acclaimed
at Tinmouth’s Town Meeting and was Honorary
Marshal at the Middletown Springs Memorial Day
parade. She is a little bit overwhelmed by the notoriety
that has come with her hundredth birthday, but looks
forward to enjoying at least three celebrations being
planned in her honor. A family party will be held on
Sept. 14. The Fortnightly also plans a party. A
community celebration will take place at the Middletown
Springs Community Church hall at noon on Sunday,
Sept. 22. The Historical Society will help prepare a
display of Hazel’s family history for the event. All are
invited to attend.

Portrait of Leonidas Gray

Mr. & Mrs. W.D. Knauss of Andover, Massachu-
setts, recently offered to the Society a portrait of
Leonidas Gray. They had acquired the portrait many
years ago and displayed it in their home. An inscription
on the back of the oil painting identifies Leonidas Gray
of Middletown, Vt. The Knausses are selling their home
and decided it was time for Mr. Gray to return to his
hometown.



Membership Information

Membership dues for 1996 were due in January.
Check your mailing label for current status.

Dues (Check one):
Individual $5.00 Individual Life $125.00
Family $8.00 Family Life $150.00
Business $50.00

Send to: Henry Gerberding, Membership Chair

Middletown Springs Historical Society
P.0. Box 1084
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

+ Frisbie’s History of Middletown is available for
$10, $11.50 post paid.

+ .Historic Architecture of Middletown Springs
pamphlet is available for $3, post paid.

+ Views Through Time: Driving through the Rutland
Region brochure is available for $2.50, post paid.

+ Vermont Museum, Galleries & Historic Places is
available for $§11.50, post paid.

Donations to MSHS, a non-profit organization, are tax
deductible.

Business Members
Thanks to local businesses that have joined MSHS under
our “Business” membership category:

William Emberley—Antique Bottles & Collectibles
Mintzer Brothers
Rob Ogus, Tree Surgeon
Southview Arts—Digital Recording Studio
Stewarts Dairy
Write Stuff Communications

The MSHS Newsletter is published four times a year for mem-
bers andfriends of the 0
subjects of interest
David Wright, editor.

Notice of Annual Meeting
Sunday, 5 p.m., Sept. 22 1996
5:30 p.m. Potluck dinner.

7:00 p.m. Business Meeting:
Election of Officers
Report of past year’s activities

7:30 p.m. Guest Speaker, Howard Coffin, author of Full
Duty: Vermonters in the Civil War. Books will be
on sale and Mr. Coffin will be available to
autograph copies after his talk. All sales to benefit
the Historical Society. The even is sponsored by
the Vermont Council on the Humanities, the
Middletown Springs Library and MSHS.
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SHErRwooD H. WiLsoN, 78, died August 8 in
Whitehall, NY. A long-standing member and former
trustee of the Society, he developed Garron Road and
served on the Selectboard and Planning Commission.
Survivors include his wife, Evelyn, of Whitehall.

MARVIN W. WooDWARD died March 24, 1994, in
Olathe, Kansas, at the age of 96. He is survived by his
sister, Amelia Shears of Olathe.

ComiNG EVENTS

Sept. 22 5 p.m. MSHS Annual Meeting
Speaker, Howard Coffin

Oct. 6 1-4pm. Apple Festival

Dec. 5 p.m. Christmas in the Park
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