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History of Church and State in Middletown

by Phil Crossman

"The following is excerpted
from a lecture given by Phil

Crossman, pastor of the Community
Church, on November 24 in com-
memoration of the church building’s
200th anniversary.

wretched fare, wretched bed, eat
up with fleas, no hay, my horse
starving. Rev. Nathan Perkins,
missionary pastor, Middletown,
circa 1789.

If the Reverend Perkins found
much to complain about the mate-
rial situation in town, he would most
certainly have found more cause for
dismay in the spiritual landscape.
John Clark, who came to the area
in 1785 looking for a home for his
family had the following words to
say of the moral and social chaos in
the region:

I was here connected with a heter-
ogeneous mass of people from all
parts lately relieved... I was still
doubtful whether this could be a

During the early 1800s Sylvanus Haynes
was pastor of the Baptist Church, part
of which now serves as the town garage.

Christ in Middletown: Dear
brethren, our brother S—
—S———— hath for a consid-
erable time neglected to travel
with the church and hath
several times been guilty of
drinking strong liquor in excess
and using profane language in
express violation of Divine
revelation to solemn covenants,
and laying thereby a wound to
the blessed cause of our divine
redeemer.

Cong. Church minutes, 1802

The causes of the deep cultural
and spiritual divisions that existed
in towns like Middletown during the
late 1700’s are many. It is important
to note that the town was founded
primarily by settlers who were of-
ten seeking refuge from the conser-
vative and still religiously domi-
nated political system of Connecti-
cut. Those who came were largely
of two breeds: Some wished to es-
cape the Connecticut religious es-
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peaceful or profitable religious re-
treat for me and my family. Some good Christians, like
here and there a berry in the uppermost bows, but
looking around must conclude vice prominent and
irreligion almost epidemical, Sabbath disregarded,
drunkenness, quareling [sic] by words and blows &
parting with broken heads and bloody noses.... These
gloomy appearances nearly discouraged me.

Missionary reports sent back to the churches of Con-
necticut affirm this general spiritual malaise. Mission-
ary pastor, Sylvanus Haynes, reported that the town
was rife with irreligion, skepticism, and intemperance
when he first arrived. One militia commander reported
that the militia only knew three commands; “Mount,
drink, and fall off.” Records found in the minutes of the
town’s Congregational and Baptist churches corrobo-
rate this assessment and indicate that Middletown was
typical of most regions West of the Green Mountains
between the Revolutionary War and the Second Great
Awakening; The following record of church disciplin-
ary action is not uncommon (names of the accused re-
moved in case they were innocent):

Rufus Clark to the strict Congregational church of

tablishment out of their desire to
lead a more liberal social, moral, and ethical life. Others
came with the desire of setting up a society that was
stricter and less compromised than the quasi-theocracy
of their home State. (Thus explaining Rufus Clark’s letter
to the “strict Congregational church of Christ in
Middletown.”) Western Ve rmont was for some of the first
settlers, a place to escape religious “oppression” and yet,
paradoxically, for others, a place to establish again the Pu-
ritan “City set on a hill,” though in a purer form.

That cenflict between the opposing factions arose
cames as no surprise. How that conflict developed into a
political battle between churched and unchurched, be-
tween the churches themselves, and between two of the
town’s (and indeed, the State’s) most celebrated pastors
—how the conflict may have served as the catalyst for the
town’s very formation—are all topics for more articles.

Welcome! New Members

Lee & Debbie Morelli & Family
Madeleine Perret




PRESIDENT’S CORNER [ Nerm

Welcome to our three new trustees, John Arsenault,
Patty Kenyon, Fran Oken, who were elected at
the annual meeting in September. They round out an
active board that includes Russ Arnold, Henry
Gerberding, Wendy Grace, Jane O’Reilly, Bud Krouse,
Joel Pliner, Ursula Smith, Marilyn Trapeni and myself.

Our construction project is moving along once again
after being delayed by poor weather. Although build-
ing has been stymied by rain and snow, our fund raising
efforts have been very productive. The trustees would
like to thank the voters of Middletown Springs for
passing the $ 12,000 rent stabilization item at the
general election. It was a true vote of confidence and
helped us win the Preservation Trust grant. We are
getting closer to our goal of $50,000, but we still are still
looking for donations from individual donors. If a
trustee hasn’t contacted you yet, never fear; fund-
raising letters are still being sent.

In addition to the pledge drive. we are also planning
some fun events for 1997. In January we will begin with
Antiques Discovery Day. A professional appraiser
from Wallingford will examine and give an opinion on
some of your treasures. It should be an exciting event,
| and we hope to see you there.

Thanks to all of the wonderful people who have helped
make 1996 a success. There is no way the Historical
Society could continue to function without you.

Happy Holidays to all!
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ELizaBeTH B. BAILEY, 94, died Nov. 5 in Ridgewood,
New Jersey. Trained as a teacher, she married Joseph
T. Butterfield in 1929, and they lived in Middletown
Springs for many years. After Mr. Butterfield died in
1949, Elizabeth returned to Hawthorne, NJ, where she
resumed her teaching career. She returned to
Middletown Springs in 1962 to marry Rev. John E.
Bailey. After Rev. Bailey died in 1972, Elizabeth
continued to spend her summers here. She was active in
the Historical Society, Fortnightly Club and Garden
Club. She sold her home in 1992 and moved to
Ridgewood to live with her sister, Sara Peterson, who
survives her. She also leaves four children, Reeder and
David Butterfield, Virginia Bunch and Robert Lewis.

THoMmAas P.GIrRARD, Sr, 89, died Nov. 5 in Rutland. He
began his education in Poultney schools and went on to
earn degrees from Fordham and Columbia Universi-
ties. He taught science in public and private schools,
was a Boy Scout leader and the organist at various
churches. He retired with his wife Helene to his family
home in East Poultney in 1973. He was active in the
Rutland County Retired Teachers Association. His
wife died in January 1996. They were Life Members of
MSHS and are survived by a daughter Shelley Pratt,
and three sons, Thomas, Jr., Christopher and Gregory.

NEWS BULLETINS

Preservation Trust Awards $15,000 Grant

The Society has been awarded a $15,000 grant for
its handicap access project from the Preservation
Trust of Vermont. Final figures for 1996 are not yet
available, but in 1995 over $500.000 was granted to
Historical Preservation projects in Vermont communi-
ties. Area projects included Poultney Historical
Society’s Melodeon Factory and Schoolhouse, Castleton
Historical Society’s Higley House, and the Adams
House in Fair Haven.

Voters Approve 312,000 for Handicap and Town
Office Improvements

On Nov.5 town voters approved by a wide margin a
$12,000 appropriation for the project to provide
handicap access and other improvements to the Town
Office in the Historical Society building. Trustees sent
an informational letter to all voters before the election
and telephoned local Society members urging support
of the ballot item. Final results were 291-191 in favor.

Montvert Hotel Featured on Vermont ETV in
“Vermont Memories: Vanished Images”

Photos of the Montvert Hotel and Mineral Springs are
part of a new 60 min. documentary which premiered on
Vermont ETV on Dec. 8. This video, third in the Vermont
Memories series, features vanished images of people,
places and events from all parts of Vermont. If you were
unable to see the program copies can be purchased for

$28.90 from the Middletown Springs Historical Society.

Recent Acquisitions

Mabel Lake Wescott recently gave a folding
wooden chair that had belonged to her uncle, Charles
McClure. Mr. McClure was the last living Civil War
veteran in Middletown Springs. Married to Amy Lake,
he worked at the horsepower factory and lived on
North St. He is buried in Pleasant View Cemetery.
Mabel remembers him raising the flag on the green on
Memorial Day about 1918.

New Pledges to the 21st Century Fund
Thanks to the people who have pledged or donated
to the Fund since the September issue of the
Newsletter:  John & Vicki Arsenault
Kay Avery
Marjorie Avery
Josie & Jere Berger
Richard Feingold
Dorothy Hatfield
Mary D. Herberich
Lorraine Hubbard
James L. Jacobs
Tom and Kathy LaMontagne
Madeleine Perret
Pliner Family
Archer O’Reilly
Mary Bunts Stewart



Apples, Books and Quzlts

@ n Sunday, October 6, 1996, the
Middletown Springs Historical
Society held its annual Apple
Festival from 1 to 4 p.m. under the
leadership of Patty Kenyon. The
Historical Society also shared its
building and the town green with
the trustees of the library, who held
their first book sale, and the
Rutland County Maple Leaf
Quilters, who sold raffle tickets for
their dazzling quilt.

The brilliant sunshine and the
start of foliage season brought
many people to town. All appeared
to enjoy the variety of cakes,
cookies and pies donated by the
Historical Societv Members and
served by Ursula Smith and Linda
Peavey. Children enjoyed working
at the craft table with Patty Kenyon

' Handicap Access
Construction
Begins

Work has begun on the handicap
access and town office im-
provements to the Historical Soci-
ety building. Mike and Bill Peltier
and their crew from Freefall Con-
struction of Castleton have exca-
vated for new foundation walls for
the dining room in preparation for a
covered handicap access ramp and
an handicap accessible restroom
addition. They hope to complete
most of the exterior and begin in-
terior work by the end of December.

Besides the handicap accessible
restroom, interior improvements
include enlargement of the town
office and creation of a fire resistant

and decorating apples with Russ
Arnold. In addition, Jim Geddes
(photo at right, with the help of
Caitlin Clay) manned the cider
press while many watched and
partook of the fruit of his labors.

Linda Peavy
a successful and enjoyable after-
noon for the Historical Society, the
Library and the Maple Leaf Quilters.
Apples, books and quilts proved to
be a winning combination. Let’s do

closet for vital town records.

A new doorway between the
office and the dining room will allow
easier access to the dining room for
public meetings.

Total cost of the project is about

Thanks to all who contributed to

it again next year!

— Fran Oken | $37,000.

FrRoOM A COUNTRY PAPER

The following excerpts are from the Poultney Journal.

Nov. 7, 1896 — The witches must have been abroad
Hollowe’en night, as in no other manner could so much
mischief been accomplished in so short a time. Gates
were removed from their hinges and scattered over
different parts of the town; street lamps exchanged
places with pails awaiting the milk man’s call; chairs
from piazzas were found on church steps; various signs
exchanged places. A milk wagon was found on the
veranda of the Valley Hotel and many door steps were
tipped over or removed entirely.

Nov. 22,1896 — The Indian Medicine Company drew a
full house every night, and sold a large quantity of their
medicine.

Dec. 11,1896 —The Oregon Indian Medicine Company
closed a two week’s engagement here Saturday night.
William Dickinson drew the set of silverware.

Dec. 18, 1896 — The gentlemen of the Congregational
Church will give a supper and entertainment in
Barker’s Hall Friday evening of this week.

There is to be a Union Christmas tree at Barker’s
Hall Christmas eve, and the Methodist Sabbath School
will have one at that church Christmas night.

Dec. 25, 1896 — The roads are as dusty as in June.
The supper given in Barker’s Hall by the men of the

Congregational Church Friday night was a success

socially and financially, some 65 dollars being realized.

Jan. 1, 1897

The union Christmas tree exercises at Barker’s Hall
Thursday evening were well attended. Two heavily
laden trees bore fruit for old and young, and a brief
literary programme was finely rendered. Mr. Barker
kindly donated the use of the hall for the occasion.

Fire Damages Historic
Poultney Site

n early morning fire on Nov.3 at the Stonebridge

Inn at the corner of Main St. and Rt.30 in Poultney
extensively damaged the historic building which had
been home for many years to Middletown natives
Merritt Clark (1803-1895) and Fred W. Barrett.

Built in 1808 by Thomas Ashley, one of Ethan
Allen’s men at the taking of Ft. Ticonderoga, the house
was remodeled in the Greek Revival Style by Merritt
Clark after 1840. In one of the new wings Clark
established the office of the Bank of Poultney, including
a vault in the cellar. Clark was treasurer of the bank for
over 40 years from his appointment in 1841. Fred
Barrett purchased the house on 1901 and he and his
family lived there when they ran the Barrett Store (on
the site of the current Stewart’s convenience store). In
1952 the house became the office and home of Dr. and
Mrs. James Swinyer. Since 1984 it has been the
Stonebridge Inn and Restaurant. The current owners,
David and Linda Paul, have installed a temporary roof and
are estimating costs of rebuilding the landmark structure.



Membership Information

Membership dues for 1997 are due in January.
Check your mailing label for current status.

Dues (Check one):

Individual $5.00 Individual Life $125.00
Family $8.00 Family Life $150.00
Business $50.00

Send to: Henry Gerberding, Membership Chair

Middletown Springs Historical Society
P.O. Box 1084
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

+ Frisbie’s History of Middletown is available for
$10, S11.50post paid.

+ Historic Architecture of Middletown Springs
pamphlet is available for $3, post paid.

+ Views Through Time: Driving through the Rutland
Region brochure is available for $2.50, post paid.

+ Vermont Museum, Galleries & Historic Places is
available for S11.50, post paid.

Donations to MSHS, a non-profit organization, are tax
deductible.

Business Members
Thanks to local businesses that have joined MSHS under
our “Business” membership category:

William Emberley—Antique Bottles & Collectibles
Mintzer Brothers
Rob Ogus, Tree Surgeon
Southview Arts—Digital Recording Studio
Stewarts Dairy
Write Stuff Communications

The MSHS Newsletter is published four times a year for mem-
bers and friends of the Society. Comments and manuscipts on
subjects of interest are encouraged and shotlld be
David Wright, editor. -

Antiques Discovery Day
Set For January 25

T he Society will sponsor an Antiques Discovery
workshop at the Historical Society building on
Saturday, January 25, from 1 to 3 p.m. Wallingford
antique dealer and appraiser Jim Marquis will be on
hand to identify, explain and appraise items brought in
by members and friends of the Society.

In a recent Discovery Day at Wallingford Historical
Society, Jim provided an entertaining and fast moving
commentary on a wide variety of items brought in by
over 20 participants. In addition to conjecturing about
age, construction, function and quality of the objects,
Jim advised about care, preservation and repair of each
item. He also gave a general estimate of value.

Participants in the Jan. 25 event can bring one item
for $5 or three items for $10. (No jewelry, please.) If
someone brings an item that “stumps the expert” he or
she will receive a prize! Refreshments will be available
and proceeds will benefit the Society. In case of snow,
the workshop will be postponed until Sunday, Jan. 26,
from 1 to 3 p.m.

CominG EVENTS
ror 1997

Saturday, Jan. 25
Sunday, March 16
Sunday, May 25

Antiques Discovery Day
Maple Festival
Memorial Day
Sunday, June 22 Strawberry Festival
date to be announced  Montvert Dinner
Sunday, Sept. 21 Annual Meeting

Sunday, Oet. 5 — - — Apple Festival
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