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Celebrating a Century of Sisterhood
by Ursula Smith

i 100th anniversary of the founding
of the Fortnightly Club of Middle-
town Springs. The event passed qui-
etly, however, for several years ago the
members of the club gave up meeting
in the winter months. It was at about
that same time that they gave up fort-
nightly meetings, deciding that
monthly sessions were more appropri-
ate for their busy schedules. One other
change marks the passage of 100 years:
annual dues have risen from ten cents
in 1897 to two dollars today.

In all other ways, the club retains
the character with which it was en-
dowed by its founding members, who
were motivated by the spirit of commu-
nity that swept this country in the last
half of the nineteenth century and led
to the formation of women’s clubs in
many towns and villages. In fact, the
Fortnightly Club of Middletown

February 11, 1997, marked the.

Josephine Gray (left), Kay
Avery's mother, was the
founding secretary of the
Fortnightly Club. Here she is
pictured with Elizabeth Gray.

But the club, like the town, reflects now
an easy mixture of “newcomers” and
“natives.” Names like Forbes, Gager,
Hughes, Lennox, and Roach mix with
names like Fenton, Moyer, Norton,
Parker, and Spaulding.

Gwen Wilder, herself a 50-year-
resident of Middletown, serves as the
club archivist. As someone who has
“always loved history,” Wilder has not
only maintained the club records, she
has also written two histories of the so-
ciety—the first in 1958 and an update
in the early 70s. It is in such records
that one finds the embodiment of the
spirit of the club. Though the group
has waxed and waned in numbers—
from its original membership of twelve
to a zenith of thirty in 1971 to the
twenty enrolled today—its focus has
continued to be on “imparting and re-
ceiving,” as its motto specifies. Its only
fund-raising activity is an annual “si-

Springs took its constitution from the
Fortnightly Club of Rutland, which in turn was the
offspring of other New England Fortnightly Clubs,
all associations of churchwomen who came together
“to aid and increase the religious, social, and intel-
lectual” lives of their members.

The founding members of the Middletown Springs
club bore the names of some of the earliest families
of the town—Buxton, Gray, Green, Grover,
Harrington, Hoadley, Leffingwell, Norton, Prindle—
names straight from the Hon. Barnes Frisbie’s His-
tory of Middletown, Vermont, a book incidentally that
would later serve as a topic of discussion at a series
of Fortnightly meetings. Other club programs were
devoted to the reading of papers composed by mem-
bers themselves—papers on politics, history, science,
and the arts. Poet Edgar Guest once sent the mem-
bers a note of “sincere appreciation” for their inter-
est in him and his work. Early in the century, the
club devoted a program to a report on the Chicago
World’s Fair of 1893, and years later, the club heard
a report on the Seattle World’s Fair of 1962.

Continuity is to be found in membership as well
as in programs. Today Hazel Grover’s name on the
rolls connects the club directly to its founding mem-
bers in the person of Katie Grover, Hazel’s mother.

lent auction,” traditionally held at the
first meeting of the club year in September. Earlier
this century the club’s major philanthropy was the
Children’s Aid Society. However, when that became
a United Way agency, the women began to channel
their monies instead to helping the Middletown
Grange summer swim program, which provides Red
Cross swimming lessons for the town’s children at Lake
St. Catherine. Through their Christian and Social
Committee, the club also makes up Christmas baskets
each year for shut-ins and nursing-home residents.

In such ways the members of the club today carry
on the proud tradition that was established one hun-
dred years ago when twelve women gathered in the
lecture room of the Congregational Church to estab-
lish the Fortnightly Society of Middletown Springs.

Welcome! New Members

George Ainley, Weathersfield
Joan Aleshire, Shrewsbury
Dorothy Hatfield, Needham, Mass.
Ann & Bob Vale, Castleton
Willis Wood, Weathersfield




PRESIDENT’S CORNER BB roN

' made possible the work of today. Mitch Spencer’s

=y pring 1s here, although you wouldn’t know it by
\b

looking out the window where almost a foot of
snow and ice still blankets the landscape. The

end of February looked more spring-like than now,
and we were encouraged to look for an early break in
the seasons, but March proved we were not so lucky.
The transition in the seasons is sadly reflected in
the passing of three men who were important to the
Historical Society. The early contributions to the
Society of Larry Kenney and Dick Purrington are
part of the foundations laid by the “Old Guard” that

energy and enthusiasm in establishing the Maple
Festival is an inspiration to the current generation of
active Trustees and members.

Handicapped renovations to the building are
nearly finished on the interior of the building, with
only the impatient wait for warmer weather delaying
the outdoor painting and landscaping.

Contributions are still needed for the 21st
Century fund. With money toward our $50,000 goal
raised this year, we will do extra foundation work on
the dining room and restore a room upstairs for the
Society’s office. Please contribute if you haven’t
already.

FroM A COUNTRY DIARY ‘

% Jesse Belle Gardner
" Rogers (1882-1978)
grew up at the
Homestead on]|
North Road. Her |
son, Donald Rogers, |
and her nephew, .
Fred Gardner, have
loaned several of her diaries, as well as some of heri

>% MARCH, 1897. %<

mother’s, Lillian Gardner (1861-1954), to the Histori- |
cal Society for transcription.

Inside the back cover of the diary that she kept '
during the year she turned 15, Jesse wrote, “ ‘Time
flies on eagle’s wings.” Shakespeare never repeats.
‘Joy and Temperance and Repose/ Slam the door on

he Dr.nose.”—Longfellow.” On the facing fly page is

inscribed, “My arm around her slender waist,/ Her
little hand in mine,/ I whispered softly in her ear,/
‘My darling will you be mine.”

On the front fly page are the following nifty ex-
pressions of 1897: “And the Band Played On,” “A-E-
Ya You Bet Ye,” “Not so you could notice it,” “Ahuu!,”
“Don’t you care,” “Nit,” “Sure Mike, Pat’s Dead,”
“Prob’ly Not,” “That don’t cut any ice with me,” “A
Hot Time In the Old Town To-night,” “All come out in
the wash,” “Next summer on the ice.”

March 2 Very warm rained some and spoiled our
sleighing, a little I mean. Had a great time at school
and town-meeting was on hand. Papa was chosen

Maple Festival Honors
Mitch Spencer

isitors to this year’s eighth annual Maple Festi-

val on March 16 missed the familiar presence of

Mitch Spencer, who died February 24. Every
year Mitch brought his collection of sugaring artifacts:
the copper kettle his grandfather had used to boil sap,
a wooden yoke for carrying buckets, pieces of experi-
mental metal sap collecting tubing and an array of
syrup containers, including some with sugarmakers
personal labels. He held forth in the Stencil Room on
the history of sugaring before rapt and amused audi-
ences, which included regulars from year to year like
Wilson Clark, head of the Rutland County Maple Pro-
ducers. Bill ably carried on the traditon this year, us-
ing Mitch’s artifacts and additional items from the
Shrewsbury Historical Society, all provided by Ann
Spencer, and a video on Vermont sugarmakers.

Both Bill and David Wright paid tribute to Mitch’s
accomplishments and contributions in several areas.
David told of Mitch’s recently alerting the Society about
the availability at auction of an important Middletown
Springs artifact, four gallon stoneware crock. Recently
purchased by the Society, the crock bears the label
“M.E.Vail & Son, Middletown Vt.” (The Vails kept a
store in the village from about 1867, according to
Frisbie, and built the ornate house on the green, now
the Middletown Springs Inn.) Donations toward this
purchase in honor of Mitch Spencer can be sent to John
Arsenault, Treas., c\o MSHS.

Trustee Marilyn Trapeni organized the festival
with Fred Bradley. They were assisted by Amanda
McKeen and Travis Poczobut. John and Vicki
Arsenault ran the maple cotton candy machine, Joel
Pliner served sugar on snow, and some 20 MSHS mem-
bers supplied homebaked maple desserts. Bobbie
Denney sold maple cutting boards, clocks, toys and
maple treats. She also donated a birdseye maple leaf
clock, which was won at raffle by Joan Aleshire of
Shrewsbury. Bill and Sue Clark sold maple syrup,
candy and baked goods. They also supplied the Indian
sugar for the maple cotton candy. Thanks to all for a
successful event, netting over $200.

1st Selectman and had to treat cigars.

Sat., March 6 . . . Lizzie Gray and Alice Gates came
up to see me and stayed to supper and we had a great
time carrying on. Mr. Johnson called. Dr. came, found
Mamma gaining slow but sure. Frank and Fred com-
menced their sugar house.

Sat., March 13 Wind blew and it was cold but Papa,
Mama and I drove to Granville and back and I had
six teeth filled with gold (my front teeth). Papa got
some candy and a pack of cards - Good News.

Mon., March 15 . . . Papa went to Rutland after a
load of grain. All went to school. Snow enough so some
sleighs are out but it is rather light over the frozen
ground. Wind blew like Sam Hill coming home from
school.
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% InMemoriam

RurH BuxToN, 85, died Sept. 29 in Brattleboro. Born
in Saxtons River and a graduate of UVM, she taught
high school in Middletown Springs from 1934 to
1941. She later taught in Sudbury, Mass. and earned
her master’s degree from Tufts in 1960. She was

active in the Saxtons River Historical Society and

wrote Days of Old, a history of the Wiley family and
other early settlers.

LAurence A. KENNEY, 89,
died Feb. 27 at his home in
Middletown Springs. A
graduate of Dartmouth and
the Tuck School of Business
Administration and Fi-
nance, Larry served in the
Navy during World War II,
earning four battle stars.
Falls Insurance Co. and the
Swiss American Reinsurance Corp. before retiring in
1972 to Middletown Springs with his wife Martha
Clare Kenney who died in 1985. A life Member of
MSHS, he was a trustee from 1973 through 1976,
serving as Treasurer in 1975 and President in 1976.
Survivors include two daughters, Carolyn Kenney of
Middletown Springs and Alison Hall; and a son,
Richard Kenney.

L. CoL. RicHARD H. PURRINGTON, 88, died Jan. 28 in
Rutland. A Rutgers o —
graduate, he enlisted A

in the Army in 1932 |
and served as an |,
officer in the Army }
Air Corps during ;
World War II and in
the Air Force during
the Korean War. Af-
ter retirementin 1963
worked as a teacher
and a photographer’s
model. Moving to
M.S.in 1967 with his
wife, Jane Chaffee
Purrington, he was
active in the Com-
munity Church and o
the Community Im- ™ °

provement Association (CIA) which saved the
Adams House, now the MSHS building, from
demolition. He was a founder of the M.S. Memorial
Day Committee, the M.S. Men’s Club and sang in the
Men of Middletown. He was a Life Member of MSHS
serving as a trustee from 1970 through 1973, and
was Vice-Pres. in 1973. Survivors include his wife of
60 years, Jane; a sister Mary Beissel; three
daughters, Mary Jane Purrington, Susan Mulnix
and Abigail Geddes; and a son Thomas Purrington.

JOHN “MITCH” SPENCER, 50, of
Shrewsbury, died Feb. 24 in
an automobile accident in
| Texas. A Rutland native,
' Mitch studied at Cornell and
. Yale, and served in the Army
during the Vietnam War. He
flew as a bush pilot in Alaska
and later as a commercial
pilot. He extended his pas-
sion for aviation to restoring
old aircraft, including a
Stearman biplane, used as a
: trainer by the Tuskegee
Airmen prior to World War II. The plane is scheduled to
be exhibited at the Smithsonian Air and Space
Museum. His collection of aviation artifacts is on
display at Amelia’s Canteen, a restaurant he co-owned
at the Rutland Airport. A building restorer, farmer and
maple producer, as well as a MSHS life member, Mitch
lectured on old-time maple sugaring at each Maple
Festival since the first in 1990. He donated to the
MSHS a corn sheller (circa 1850) by Eugene Gray and
artifacts from the Henry Gray house, found in a barn he
dismantled near the center of town. A friend of the
Rudolf Serkin family, Mitch gave the MSHS the chance
to co-sponsor a 1990 concert in Rutland by pianist Peter
Serkin, which earned the Society over $1,800 in
donations.

Survivors include his mother, Anne Bigelow
Spencer of Shrewsbury; three sisters, Dierdre Erb,
Stephanie Spencer, and Luisa Finberg; and a
brother, Samuel.

| News Buuenins [

Antiques Discovery Workshop

The Antiques Discovery Workshop, held January
25, was a resounding success. Over 30 people
brought antique items for appraisal by Wallingford
dealer Jim Marquis, who volunteered his services.
An article in the Rutland Sunday Herald reported
that Marquis appraised “a wide variety of know
antiques.” The workshop format, with Mr. Marquis
moving from item to item around the room, allowed all
to learn from each item presented.

The event, coordinated by Fran Oken and David
Wright, with refreshments provided by Society
volunteers and served by Patty Kenyon, brought in
about $175 for the Society.

Hubert Schriebl

21st Century Fund tops $40,000

Donations to the 21st Century Fund reached
$40,170 with a $1,000 contribution from Vermont
National Bank, and a gift from Patty McWilliams and
Doyle Lane, fulfilling a pledge made in 1996. While
the deadline to reach our goal in the $50,000 capital
campaign is the end of the millenium, we hope to
reach it by the end of 1997. Recent donors include:
Ida Moore
Robert & Maria Riley
Kevin Rooney & Karen Kay
Arlene Stensgard

Jim Flye
Jane Gerow
Robert Gray
Wendy Grace



Membership Information

Membership dues for 1997 are due in January.
Check your mailing label for current status.

Dues (Check one):

Individual $5.00 Individual Life $125.00
Family $8.00 Family Life $150.00
Business $50.00

Send to: Henry Gerberding, Membership Chair
Middletown Springs Historical Society
P.O. Box 1084
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

+ Frisbie’s History of Middletown is available for
$10, $11.50 post paid.

+ Historic Architecture of Middletown Springs
pamphlet is available for $3, post paid.

+ Views Through Time: Driving through the Rutland
Region brochure is available for $2.50, post paid.

+ Vermont Museum, Galleries & Historic Places is
available for $11.50, post paid.

Donations to MSHS, a non-profit organization, are
tax deductible.

Business Members
Thanks to local businesses that have joined MSHS
under our “Business” membership category:

William Emberley—Antique Bottles & Collectibles
Mintzer Brothers
Rob Ogus, Tree Surgeon
Southview Arts—Digital Recording Studio
Stewarts Dairy
Write Stuff Communications

The MSHS Newsletter is published four times a year for mem-
bers and friends of the Society. Comments and manuscipts
on subjects ofinterest are encouraged and shotidbe sent clo-

David Wright, editor.

New Town Newsletter is Born

yhe first issue of a new town newsletter
II appeared in local mailboxes in early February,
and a second edition followed on March 1. The
Communicator, an eight-page newsletter carries
news and announcements of churches, clubs and
Town organizations, and minutes and notes of
Selectboard, School Board and Planning Commis-
sion meetings. Short articles, profiles, cartoons, ads
and a monthly calendar round out each issue.
Organized by a committee representing several town
organizations, the paper is currently composed and
edited by Melissa and Robin Chesnut-Tangerman on
their Mac. It is distributed free to all town postal
addresses and is funded by donations and by a $100
per issue grant from the Town, which was approved
by voters at Town Meeting. Subscriptions for out-of-
town addresses are available for a suggested $12 per
year. Send for a free trial issue to The
Communicator, P. O. Box 1134, Middletown Springs,
VT 05757.

WISH LIST

@ A person, or persons, to transcribe old, hand-
written material onto a computer disc.

@& Computer and printer.

CominGg EVENTS For 1997

Sunday, May 25
Sunday, June 22

Memorial Day
Strawberry Festival
date to be announced Montvert Dinner

Sunday, Sept. 21 Annual Meeting

Sunday, Oct. 5 Apple Festival
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