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azel Grover has gener-
Hously given the Historical

Society a substantial gift
for improvements to museum
collections care and for oral
history research. Hazel is a
founding member of the Soci-
ety and her family roots go far
back in Middletown Springs
history. (A September 1996
Newsletter profile, marking
her 100th birthday, tells her
story.) Her previous donations
of artifacts and information
have enriched the Society’s re-
search and collection efforts.
She hopes that her financial
contribution will inspire
matching grants and dona-
tions to the Museum Fund.

Hazel Grover.
Photo taken for her 100 birthday in 1996.

registrar and curator at the
American Fly Fishing Mu-
seum in Manchester.

The Oral History and
Research Committee will be
led by Nan Gilmour, long-time
trustee and Strawberry Festi-
val Chair, who has been col-
lecting oral histories of
Middletown Springs over the
past two decades. The commit-
tee will identify possible par-
ticipants for interviews and re-
cording; apply for grants for
oral history research; learn
and apply techniques for au-
dio and video oral history re-
- cording; transcribe and cata-

logue existing and future re-
cordings and prepare them for

At their January meeting, Trustees responded by
establishing a Collections Management Committee
and an Oral History and Research Committee.

The Collections Management Committee will be
chaired by Mary Lou Willits, former director of the
Black River Academy Museum in Ludlow, former
Education Director of the Vermont State Craft Cen-
ter at Frog Hollow in Middlebury, and currently Sec-
retary of the Board of the Vermont Museum and Gal-
lery Alliance (VMGA). The committee will write a
collections management policy; improve collections
storage conditions; complete computerized registra-
tion of the collection; establish an office for Society
business records and museum records; host VMGA
workshops on collections care, exhibition and inter-
pretation; lead educational, behind-the-scenes field
trips to other museums; and apply for technical as-
sistance grants for collections care. The committee is
beginning its work by reviewing a 1993 Initial Col-
lections Survey by VMGA consultant and conserva-
tor Kim Zea, and by enlisting the services of new
Middletown Springs resident, Jon Mathewson, former
Do Nor ApJust Your SET!—This is the first issue of
the Newsletter since March 1997. In case out-of-state
members have been wondering, your Newsletters have
not been lost in the mail, nor have you been inadvert-
ently bumped from the mailing list! Our apologies for
neglecting our communication to you. Most of the im-
portant 1997 news is reviewed herein.

museum accessioning; and pursue completion and
publication of the updated history of Middletown
Springs in cooperation with author Frances Krouse.

Participation on these committees is open to any-
one with an interest in historic preservation and
Middletown Springs history. Students are particularly
welcome on the Oral history and Research Commit-
tee. Donations to these efforts can be made to the
Museum Fund along with your membership renewal.

Welcome! New Members

Larry Clift, Milton, Wisconsin

Mona Cottrell, Brooksville, Florida

Gerald Dexter, Highgate Springs

Debbie & Tom Doherty, Middletown Springs
Bonita Fabio & Michael Tidd, Latham, N.Y.
Nathaniel Huntington, Whitehall, N.Y.

Jim Marquis, Wallingford

George & June Mona, So. Burlington

Mott Family, Middletown Springs

Joann Nichols, Brattleboro

Norma & Dick Parker, Middletown Springs
Nicholas Seidner & Diane Rosenmiller, Town
Catherine Vigorita & Helen LaGreca, Ft.Lee, N.J.

New Life Member
Rena Haskins McKeighan, Salem, N.Y.




7y ince April 1997, the
S Trustees of the His-
\\_) torical Society have
been actively involved with
the School Board’s request
for an easement to run a
sewer line through the Min-
eral Springs Park. The
sewer line would carry efflu-
ent from the elementary
school to a leach field adja-
cent to the park.

Having paid $25,000 for
rights to the leachfield site
east of the park and having
failed in its negotiations
with the park’s neighbor to
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Trustees Protect Springs Park

A photograph of?he lower springs and the spring house
taken by F. Richardson in the early 1870's.

Historical Society and other
landowners concerning the
route of the sewer line and
¢ related issues.

The mediation process,
paid for by the School Board,
the Selectboard and the His-
torical Society, lasted over 30
hours over four sessions in
late November and early De-
cember, resulted in the car-
rying out of hydrogeological
testing which had been re-
quested by the Trustees in
June. The tests showed that

the north, the School Board turned to the Historieal
Society for an easement through the park.

Trustees weighed the School Board’s dilemma
with their duty to protect the park, its springs and
archaeological resources. They were concerned that
the leachfield or the sewer line passing near the
springs might leak effluent that would pollute the
source of the springs. They also worried that digging
the six-foot-deep trench for the sewer line might dis-
rupt the flow to the springs, as well as disturb archae-
ological resources inside and outside the park Other
concerns included the sewer line crossing under North
Brook in or near the park, the fate of shade trees
along the route, digging in the Historic District with-
out archaeological oversight, future disruption in the
easement area for repairs and maintenance, and the
appropriateness of burying a sewer line less than 150
feet from the springs pavilion.

The Trustees hired an engineer, a lawyer and a
hydrogeologist to advise them, consulted the State
Archaeologist, the State Stream Alteration Engineer,
and a local forester. They also invited an experienced
dowser to help locate the source of the springs and
other hidden spring outlets. (Historic sources mention
“upper” and “lower” springs and as many as seven
outlets, of which four are currently evident.)

In order to consider granting the School Board an
easement, the Trustees asked in a June 16 letter for,
among other things, hydrogeological studies, proof of
liability insurance, 500 feet of continuous pipe in the
area of the springs, and sleeving and manholes to allow
monitoring of the pipe in the area of the springs.

The hydrogeologist eased concerns about pollution
from the leachfield, but urged that testing be done to
locate the aquifer, likely supplying the springs, which
would be crossed by the proposed sewer line. With in-
formation about the extent and depth of the aquifer,
safeguards could be engineered to protect the flow and
quality of the springs from the sewer line.

In early October Gail and Rick Fallar offered an
easement to cross their land to the north of the Parkers,
too late, however, for the School Board to be able to
complete the project before a November 1 deadline, set
by the Agency of Natural Resources, to discontinue us-
ing the school’s existing system. The ANR relented in
exchange for an agreement that the School Board would
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a septic pipe could safely be
buried below frost and above the aquifer which likely
supplies the springs. Improved pipe specifications,
agreed to by the School Board, would lessen the likeli-
hood of leaks which could pollute the aquifer. Although
these measures will not absolutely guarantee the safety
of the springs, they will be an improvement over origi-
nal specifications for the system. With these assurances
the Trustees agreed not to appeal a permit based on
the improved specifications for the Fallar-Hoisington
route.

The Trustees declined to grant an easement
through the park for several reasons. The School
Board’s final mediation offer did not include pipe
sleeving and monitoring manholes. They said that
the cost of underground hazards liability insurance
was prohibitive. They offered to replace only a frac-
tion of the trees which would be lost in the park. The
North Brook would have to be crossed on Park prop-
erty, and in a spot that would sacrifice at least one
mature roadside maple shade tree, The School Board
plans to carry out the project this winter under con-
ditions adverse to efficient archaeological monitoring.
Also troubling to some Trustees is the basic incom-
patiblity of a sewer line with the Mineral Springs
Park and the possibility of future disruption of the
park for repair or maintenance of the sewer line. Cost
estimates for the Springs Park route, as specified by
a majority of the Trustees, were not Signiﬁ%antly dif-
ferent from estimates for the Fallar route.

Finally, a mediation agreement was drafted on
December 19 for the route of the sewer line through
lands of Fallar, Hoisington and Haynes, adjacent to
the Springs Park. In February, a joint statement ex-
plaining results of the mediation will be issued to the
community.

The Trustees have devoted enormous amounts of
time and energy to this issue since April, while con-
tinuing their usual fund raising and educational ac-
tivities. Bills from the consultants now amount to over
$3,700, with more expected. Grant money has been
requested and special fundraising at events during
1998 will be dedicated to a Historic Preservation Fund.
Your donation will show your support for preserva-
tion of the Mineral Springs.

Thanks to those who gave their time and efforts
to the mediation sessions.



NEws BRIEFS

Apple Festival Sets New Record

Clear, mild weather and imaginative planning by
event chair Patty Kenyon netted a record-breaking
$424 for the Apple Festival on October 5th. For the
second year in a row, combining the festival with the
Library’s annual book sale brought increased
attendance. In addition to cider pressing, using Elsie
Norton’s antique machine, and delicious donated
desserts, the event featured scarecrow dressing and
apple decorating contests.

Annual Meeting

The 1997 Annual Meeting on Sept. 21 featured a
slide lecture on Vermont’s covered bridges by author Ed
Barna. At the business meeting chaired by outgoing
president, Jim Geddes, the School’s plan to build a
septic system near the Springs Park was the focus of
discussion. After treasurer John Arsenault gave an
exemplary annual report, Jim Geddes, Jackie Mott,
Ursula Smith, Joel Pliner and David Wright were
elected as trustees. Officers elected by the board are:
president, Ursula Smith; vice-president, Jane O'Reilly;
secretary, Patty Kenyon; treasurer, John Arsenault.

Mr. Barna’s talk was co-sponsored by the
Middletown Springs Library and funded by a grant
from the Vermont Council of the Humanities.

Strawberry Festival is a Sweet Success

Once again Strawberry Festival chair Nan Gilmour
found the winning formula of ripe luscious berries,
balmy weather and excellent coordination of many
volunteers to bring in $780 for the event’s 22nd year.

Historic Building Destroyed by Fire
On July 3, . TR
1997, a light- g iaty

ning strike ig- P
nited a firethat
destroyed the
historic home
of Virginia
Turnauer on
South Street.
Mrs. Turnauer
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of her furniture and possessions were saved.

Originally built as a carriage barn in the 1870’s
by AY. Gray, the building was moved in the late
1930’s by Brainard Avery, Gray’s son-in-law, and
converted it into an office, library and art gallery.
Virginia and Joe Turnauer added an addition and
made it their home in the late 1970’s. The building
was listed on the Historic Register in 1985 as part of
the Middletown Springs Historic District.

Montvert Project Continues
The Historical
Society’s unique
Montvert Project col-
laboration with the
local elementary
school, Poultney High
School and Troy
Academy at Green
Mountain College -
continued through
the academic year,
culminating in an
archaeological day
camp from June 23
todJuly 3. In addition
to exploring further
with trowel and seive
in sites in and a-
round the Springs
Park, including the
bowling alley foun-
dation and a possible
hotel dump, the stu-
dents learned about
basketmaking, flower
pressing, and Victo-
rian games. They kept personal journals in the style
of 19th century guests at the Montvert resort,
reading them to each other in an ongoing exercise in
historical fiction. Thanks to the mentors—archae-
ologist Sheila Charles, writers and historians, Ursula
Smith and Linda Peavy, Shelburne Museum Education
Director Garet Livermore, basket maker Sheila
Lewis and artist Nancy Weis—as well as project
coordinators Pam Lewis and Juanita Burch Clay.
We are excited to announce that Grant Funding

Philip Charles, Dylan

Jones
and Ira Powsner work on a site
in the Springs Park.

was not in- j from Learn and Serve America has been extended
jured and much for 1998!
Get Ready for a Coming EVENTS

Huge Garage Sale!

—~hanks to a generous donation of antiques, furni
Tture, clothing and household things (dozens of
items) from Jack and Ellie Ruffle, who are selling their
Spruce Knob home, the Trustees have the basics for
a giant garage sale to benefit the Museum Fund.
Members are encouraged to survey their attics and
garages for things they would like to donate to the
cause. The sale will be some time in April, but we
have a space to store most anything you want to give
now. Call Jackie Mott (235-2531) or Vicki Arsenault
(235-2251) for pickup or for more information.

% Maple Festival, Sun., March 22
% Huge Garage Sale, Date to be set in April
% Memorial Day, Sun., May 24
% Strawberry Festival, Sun., June 21
Springs Park Picnic, Sun., Aug. 16
% Historic House Tours, Date to be set in Sept.
% Annual Meeting, Sun. Sept. 20
Apple Festival, Sun., Oct. 4
Holiday Exhibits, beginning Sun. Dec. 6



Membership Information

Membership dues for 1998 were due in January.
Check your mailing label for current status.

Dues (Check one):

Individual $5.00 Individual Life $125.00
Family $8.00 Family Life $150.00
Business $50.00

Send to: John Arsenault, Treasurer
Middletown Springs Historical Society
P.O. Box 1126
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

+ Frisbie’s History of Middletown is available for
$10, $11.50 post paid.

+ Historic Architecture of Middletown Springs
pamphlet is available for $3, post paid.

+ Views Through Time: Driving through the Rutland
Region brochure is available for $2.50, post paid.

+ Vermont Museum, Galleries & Historic Places is
available for $11.50, post paid.

Donations to MSHS, a non-profit organization, are
tax deductible.

Business Members
Thanks to local businesses that have joined MSHS
under our “Business” membership category:

William Emberley—Antique Bottles & Collectibles
Jim Marquis—Antiques Appraiser
Mintzer Brothers
Rob Ogus, Tree Surgeon
Southview Arts—Digital Recording Studio
Stewarts Dairy

The MSHS Newsletter is published four times a year for mem-
| bers and friends of the Society. Comments and manuscipts
subjects of interest-are encouraged and should be sent.clo |

David Wright, editor.
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In Memoriam a
Anstyss Perry-Spaulding, 96, died October 27 in
Ohio. Born in Middletown Springs, to Harvey and
Susan (Spaulding) Cairns, she attended local schools.
Mrs. Perry-Spaulding resided in Ft.Wayne, Indiana,
from 1929 to 1993. A long-time member of the
Historical Society, Mrs. Spaulding spent many
summers in Middletown Springs with her sister, the
late Olive Parker. Their mother, Susan Cairns, held
the Gold-Headed Cane from 1972 until her death at
the age of 101 in 1975. Donations in Anstyss
Spaulding’s memory were asked to be sent to the
Historical Society or to the Community Church.

She is survived by a son, Rex Perry, Jr., of
Citrus, Florida, and a daughter, Arlene Childers
Masters of Cincinnati.

Norman “Nipper” Gray Knapp, Jr., 64, died in late
November. He was born in Poultney, the son of
Norman G.and Helen (Hammond) Knapp, Sr. A
graduate of Kimball Union Academy, he attended
UVM, was graduated from Nichols College and served
in the U.S.Army. He was president and general man-
ager of the Gray Foundry in Poultney for many years.

He is survived by his wife, Dorothy (White) Knapp,
a daughter, a son and a sister.

Peggy L. Carr, 70, died Dec. 14 in Middletown
Springs. Born in Pennsylvania, the daughter of
Michael and Beatrice Shields, she was educated in
Rochester, N.Y. and at the National Bible Institute in
New York City. She married Donald Carr in 1947. A
member of the Historical Society for many years, she
served as a Trustee from 1983-1986. She was active
in the Community Church, Rutland Area Hospice, the
Elementary School and other community endeavors.

She is survived by her husband of Middletown
Springs; a sister; five children, three of whom live in
Middletown Springs: Amy Wright, David and Dale
Carr; and by several grandchildren.

Sara “Sally” S. Kirkwood died January 25, 1998.
More information will be givenin the next newsletter.
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