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New Museum Exhibit Opens

v haping the Victorian
S Woman (1850-1900),
N .

J featuring costumes,
furniture and pastimes, is
on display in the museum
through December. Featur-
ing artifacts from the
Society’s collection, the ex-
hibit interprets the often
constricting culture of late
19th century women.

Among the items of
special interest are two cos-
tumes which belonged to
Frances Day Johnson (1858-1921) of Ira. The snug
fitting, high necked bodices and skirts with bustles
are exhibited with the elaborate undergarments that
formed the distorted body shape.

Also featured are examples of Victorian parlor
arts, including hand painted porcelain by Josephine
Gray Avery (1875-1962), daughter of A.Y. Gray and
mother of Kay Avery; and a hair wreath, crafted from
human hair by an ancestor of Tinmouth resident Ha-
zel Grover.

The exhibit was curated by Collections Manage-
ment Committee chair, Mary Lou Willits. Thanks,
Mary Lou!

Collections Care Workshop

Dressed For Success, a workshop on the display of an-
tique clothing was held at the Historical Society mu-

Annual Meeting is Sept. 20

September 20 will feature a presentation on
A the Montvert Project by directors Pam Lewis
and Sheila Charles and some of the student partici-
pants. The event is listed on the state-wide calendar
of events for Archaeology Week, September 20-27,
sponsored by the Vermont Archaeological Society. The
Annual Meeting begins at 5:30 pm with a pot luck
supper in the dining room, followed a 7 pm by a busi-
ness meeting at 7 p.m. The Montvert Project presen-
tation will begin at 7:30.

T, he Annual Meeting of the Society on Sunday,

seum on June 17. Co-spon-
sored by The National En-
dowment for the Arts and
The Vermont Museum and
Gallery Alliance (VMGA),
the workshop was directed to-
ward curators and museum
technicians, both profession-
als and volunteers from lo-
cal historical societies. It
covered the handling and
care of textiles, archival
material for display and
storage, costume interpreta-
tion, and construction of mannequins and other cos-
tume supports. Featured examples were from the
Society’s current exhibit, Shaping the Victorian
Woman (1850-1900).

The presenters were Gwen Spicer, a conserva-
tor in private practice who has served at the New
York State Bureau of Historic Sites, the Rochester
Museum and Science Center and the Metropolitan
Museum of Art; and M.dJ. Davis, Project Director for
VMGA'’s Vermont Collections Care Program, which
helps small museums and historical societies through
a series of related workshops and consultations. Both
hold M.A. degrees in Advanced Study in Art Conser-
vation from the State University College at Buffalo.

The Collections Management Committee hosted
the workshop and provided lunch for the twenty-two
participants. The Middletown Springs Inn donated
overnight accommodations for the presenters.

Welcome! New Members

Dr. R.C. & Linda Ashcroft, Rutland
Richard & Melanie Kehn Family, Middletown
Milton & Kathryn Rudd, Fernly, Nevada
John Tibbott, Middletown Springs & Boston, MA
Dave Thomas, North Clarendon
Paul Daniels & Family, Middletown Springs
Susan Zeller, New Haven, NY

UPGRADED TO LIFE MEMBERSHIP
Frank & Jan Asch, Middletown Springs
Philip Carling, Hingham, MA
Ann Spencer, Shrewsbury




PRESIDENT’S CORNER

e have had an unusually busy spring with
workshops, fundraisers and educa-
tional projects in addition to our annual

events. We have received numerous awards and
grants which bolster the spirits as well as enrich our
treasury. They also encourage us to continue our ef-
forts at collections care and the preservation of the
history of Middletown Springs and they help us to
bring that history before the public.

Examples of this include our current exhibit on
Victorian women'’s fashions and pastimes, curated by
Mary Lou Willits. The Montvert Project students,
under direction of Pam Lewis, Shelia Charles and
Mary Lou are preparing another exhibit, as we go to
press, on their three-year archaeological study of the
Mineral Springs.

Jackie Mott

Additionally, plans are being finalized for our
very first historic house tour, featuring six signifi-
cant Historic Register homes. We hope you will mark
you calendar for September 13. Lunch will be avail-
able at the Historical Society building.

Thanks to all the folks, especially the teenag-
ers and school children, who have worked so hard
this year on the Antiques Discovery Day, the Maple
Festival, Tag Sale, Memorial Day float, Museum
workshop and exhibits, and Strawberry Festival.
Several high school students were able to fulfill their
community service requirements by helping the His-
torical Society.

I look forward to seeing you at our remaining
events and at the Annual Meeting!

NEWS BRIEFS

Preservation Trust Awards Technical
Assistance Grant

The Preservation Trust of Vermont has provided
the Society with a Technical Assistance Grant for “ex-
penses and ongoing efforts to protect the historic
springs in the Mineral Springs Park.” A letter from
Paul Bruhn, Executive Director, explains that the
$500 grant was made on behalf of their new field ser-
vice project, a partnership between the National Trust
for Historic Preservation and the Vermont organiza-
tion, funded by the Andrew Mellon Foundation. The
money helps defray legal and engineering fees incurred
in relation to the school septic project and preserva-
tion of the Mineral Springs.

League of Local Historical Societies Award
Praises Preservation of the Mineral Springs

The Society received an Award of Merit for its
“Advocacy Work to Preserve Historic Character of the
Springs” at the Annual Meeting of the League of Lo-
cal Historical Societies in Norwich on May 9. The
award praises the Society’s preservation efforts for
going beyond the normal scope of historical society
activity, for accuracy of historic content, for the
breadth of audience served, and for the presentation
of the project. The framed award certificate is on dis-
play at the Historical Society building.

Certificate of Appreciation Awarded by
Elementary School

At the Elementary School awards ceremony on
June 16, Principal Linda O’Leary presented a Cer-
tificate of Appreciation to the Society for its part in
the Montvert Project, researching the history and
archaeology of the Montvert Hotel resort. Trustee
Patty Kenyon accepted the certificate, which is dis-
played in the Historical Society building.
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Roadside Historic Site Marker to Honor
A.W. Gray

John Dumville of the Vermont Division for His-
toric Preservation has notified the Society that fund-
ing to erect a Roadside Historic Site Marker honor-
ing A.W. Gray has been approved. It will be located
on South Street near the site of the A.W. Gray horse-
power factory. Text is being written and the marker
will be unveiled with appropriate ceremony, perhaps
at the Apple Festival on October 4.

The familiar green and gold cast metal signs mark
many historic places throughout the state. This is the
first to be erected in Middletown Springs.

Grant will Aid Collections Care

The Vermont Museum and Gallery Alliance
(VMGA) Collections Care Committee has awarded
the Society an Implementation Grant of $310 to hire
a museum storage consultant to design improved
storage facilities for the Historical Society building.
After an on-site meeting with the Society’s Collec-
tions Management Committee (CMC), Syver
Rogstad, a museum consultant from E. Calais, will
draw plans and a report detailing cost-effective ways
the Society can organize and store its collection, fol-
lowing accepted conservation standards.

These storage improvements will implement
some of the goals of the Collection Management Policy
adopted by the Trustees at their June meeting. Imple-
mentation grants are being pursued by CMC chair,
Mary Lou Willits, in order to match the donation
made earlier this year by Hazel Grover for collections
care. (See Newsletter, Feb. 1998).

“Huge Garage Sale” Earns $2500

Trustees inaugurated the local yard sale sea-
son in early April with a resounding success to ben-
efit the Mineral Springs Preservation Fund. Thanks
to extensive donations by Jack and Ellie Ruffle and




many other local members, coordinators Jackie Mott,
Patty Kenyon and Debbie Doherty were able to lay
out a wide array of attractive merchandise in the Au-
ditorium and Stencil Room. A Thursday evening
members’ preview began the sale, which continued
on Friday and Saturday. Baked goods and lunch sales
added to the total of more than $2500. The money
was applied toward legal and engineering bills re-
lated to the school septic system. Thanks to Jackie,
Patty, Debbie and all who contributed!

Montvert Project Camp Continues

The Montvert Project day camp held its third
annual session June 29 - July 10. Twelve students
from Middletown Springs, Poultney and Rutland
worked with directors Pam Lewis, who heads the
gifted and talented program in the local school sys-
tem, and Sheila Charles, a freelance archaeologist
from Rutland. They continued an archaeological sur-
vey of the Mineral Springs Park and a related social
and historical study of the Montvert era (1868-1906).
Among the highlights of this year’s camp were the
discovery of an 1868 Indian head penny, a field trip
to Saratoga, the production of a computer website for
the Montvert Project (http:/www.vermontel.com/
~hinga/) and the preparation of an exhibit about the
project for the Historical Society museum under the

RECENT ACQUISITIONS

Thanks to Pepper and Julie Clayton for sev-
eral dozen copies of the New York Herald newspaper
dated 1900, 1901 and 1903, found under the antique
carpeting in the parlor of their historic home on West
St. The papers were addressed to Mrs. W.R. Norton.

The Society recently acquired from Theron and
Anne Krouse four bentwood chairs which were used
in the Montvert Hotel dining room.

Anne Spencer of Shrewsbury has given the
Society a collection of maple sugaring artifacts and
memorabilia which belonged to her son, Mitch, who died
in February 1997 (see Newsletter, March 1997). Mitch
had shown his collection and lectured about old-fash-
ioned sugaring at the Maple Festival from 1989-1996.
The artifacts include taps, metal tubing, buckets, syrup
cans, sugar molds, and other sugaring implements.
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guidance of Mary Lou Willits.
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MaARryY CLIFFORD, 82, died June 21 in Rutland. A resi-
dent of Ira for many years, she and her husband,
Frank had been a MSHS members since the late
1970’s. Frank died in 1991. She is survived by a
sister-in-law and several neices and nephews.
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3 In Memoriam

SARraH S. “SALLY” KIRKWOOD, 89, died January 25
in New York. Born in Doylestown, Pa. she was mar-
ried to Thomas A. Kirkwood, who died in 1980. The
Kirkwoods retired to Pawlet in 1964 and ran the Old
Spa Shop in Middletown Springs for many years.
Founding members of the MSHS they helped create
the Mineral Springs Park and save the Adams House.
She leaves a daughter, Susan Zeller of New Haven,
N.Y.; a son, James D. of Syracuse, N.Y.; and a nephew,
Paul Sipple of W. Pawlet. Contributions in Sally’s
memory were designated to the MSHS.

NORMAN A. MATTHEWS, 82, died March 22 in Florida.
Born in Middletown Springs, he was a graduate of
Massachusetts Institute of Technology and served as
a lieutenant colonel in the U.S. Army during WW II.
He is survived by his wife of 59 years, Margaret (Tho-
mas) Matthews of West Hebron, N.Y.; two daughters,

two sons, a sister and two brothers. He was a Life
Member of MSHS.

IpA S. MOORE, 87, died May 2 in Pennsylvania. A
Life Member of MSHS, Mrs. Moore resided in
Poultney for many years with her husband, Herbert
E. Moore, who died in 1983.

CLYDE PARKER, 89, died March 31 at Rutland Re-
gional Medical Center. Born in Middletown Springs,
he was a graduate of the local school and attended
Troy Conference Academy. He owned and operated
Parker’s Service Station for over 50 years, retiring
in 1987. He was a former member of the Grange, an
honorary member of the Volunteer Fire Department
and served on the board of the Pleasant View Cem-
etery Association. He was named an Honorary Citi-
zen of Middletown Springs at the town Bicentennial
celebration in 1984. His wife Alice (Lavallee) Parker
died in 1964. He is survived by a daughter, Elaine
Heppner of Indiana; two sons, Norman and Francis
and a brother, Lester, all of Middletown Springs.

MRs. GEORGE SKILLMAN died in May 1997. MSHS
members for many years the Skillmans had a sum-
mer home on Coy Hill Road.



Membership Information

Membership dues for 1998 were due in January.
Check your mailing label for current status.

Dues (Check one):

Individual $5.00 Individual Life $125.00
Family $8.00 Family Life $150.00
Business $50.00

Send to: John Arsenault, Treasurer
Middletown Springs Historical Society
P.O. Box 1126
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

+ Frisbie’s History of Middletown is available for
$10, $11.50 post paid.

+ Historic Architecture of Middletown Springs
pamphlet is available for $3, post paid.

+ Views Through Time: Driving through the Rutland
Region brochure is available for $2.50, post paid.

+ Vermont Museum, Galleries & Historic Places is
available for $11.50, post paid.

Donations to MSHS, a non-profit organization, are
tax deductible.

Business Members
Thanks to local businesses that have joined MSHS
under our “Business” membership category:

William Emberley—Antique Bottles & Collectibles
Jim Marquis—Antiques Appraiser
Mintzer Brothers
Rob Ogus, Tree Surgeon
Southview Arts—Digital Recording Studio
Stewarts Dairy

The MSHS Newsletter is published as many as four times a
year for members and friends of the Society. Comments and
manuscipts on subjects of interest are encouraged and should
be sent clo David Wright, editor.

Donations to MSHS

21st CENTURY FUND

Kay Avery

Jere & Josie Berger
James W. Flye, Jr.

Robert Franzoni

Gloria Lambson

William & Jean Matthews
Larry Roach

Horace Roberts

Madelon W. Seamons

PRESERVATION FUND

Raymond T. Burke

Mona W. Cottrell

Gerald A. Dexter

John & Elizabeth Ekwall
Stanley & Maxine Garfinkel
George Hadwen

E. Alfred & Mary Herberich
Frederick W. Hinkle

Bruce Hirshon

John & Lucille Horkan
Ann V. Howard

Bob & Traude Hughes
Beryl Kirschemann

Gloria Lambson

Karl & Jean Lofgren
Georgiabelle Maida

Paul Sackevich

Amelia Shears

Harry O. & Mary E. Thomas
Janna Tornabene
Gwendolyn Wilder

Musetm Funp

Kay Avery*

Larry D. Clift
Marjorie Erboe &
Paul Sipple*
Frederick & Margaret Graf
Susan R. Howe

Beryl Kirschemann
Gloria Lambson
James & Eleanor Lea*
Charles Morehouse
Paul Sackevich

Ruth F. Sinclair -

Ann F. Spencer
Janna Tornabene*

*in memory of Sally Kirkwood

GENERAL Funp

Mary & Philip Biondi
Marilyn K. Bobseine
Robert Gray
Lorraine Hubbard
William F. Schubel
Pearl A. Thomas

Coming EVENTS

Aug. 16 Springs Park Picnic
Sept. 13 Historic House Tours
Sept. 20 Annual Meeting

Oct. 4 Apple Festival

Dec. 6 Holiday Open House
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