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A Century Ago Vermonters Starred in
Spanish American War

yhree Vermonters played key roles in
II the war which made the United
States a world power. Senator
Redfield Proctor, Captain Charles E.
Clark, U.S.N. and Admiral George
Dewey emerged from relative obscu-
rity to the headlines of the jingoistic
national press. While 637 volunteer
foot soldiers from Vermont never got
to fight in the brief campaign to lib-
erate Cuba from Spanish rule, many
were felled by typhoid fever, dysen-
tery and other illnesses contracted in
the squalid conditons during three
months at their training camp at
Chickamauga Park, Georgia. Twenty-
seven Vermont infantrymen and of-
ficers died in 1898. Middletown
Springs native Charles W. Louis
was one of 86 who enlisted in Com-
pany A at Rutland. A 22 year old
Rutland resident, he enlisted on May 11 and served
until Nov. 3, 1898. He was ill for over five weeks of
that service.

Sen. Proctor (1831-1908) had been president of
the Vermont Marble Co., Governor of Vermont, Sec.
of War (1889-93) under President Benjamin Harrison
and was elected Senator in 1890. His trip to Cuba in
early 1898, “unofficial . . . not suggested by anyone”,
convinced him that the United States should inter-
vene on behalf of the Cuban people. The Spanish
Governor Weyler had ordered that the country people
be relocated to the towns and villages, where they
were being kept in wretched camp conditions. All
crops, animals and buildings outside the towns had
been confiscated or destroyed, in order to deny re-
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sources to the Cuban rebels who controlled
two of the six provinces of the island colony.
Despite the efforts of Clara Barton and
her Red Cross volunteers, disease and
malnutrion had killed half the “paci-
fied” populace by the time of Proctor’s
visit. Sen. Proctor gave no prescrip-
tion for U.S. action in his March 17
speech to the Senate, except to hope
for an independent, self-governing
Cuban democracy. But the speech
galvanized Senate opinion that led to
a declaration of war in late April,
1898.

Commodore George Dewey, a na-
tive of Montpelier, commander of the
Navy’s Asiatic station in January
1898, had been on secret alert since
February to blockade the Spanish
navy in the Philippines and begin
offensive operations. When war was
declared and Cuba blockaded, Dewey and his fleet
steamed to Manilla Bay and engaged both the Span-
ish fleet. Dewey coolly signalled the attack with the
famous order to the captain of his flagship, the Olym-
pia, “You may fire when ready, Gridley.” The Ameri-
can squadron of six ships prevailed in a few hours,
destroying 10 of 11 vessels and three shore batteries
and killing 381 Spaniards, while sustaining only mi-
nor damage and eight Americans wounded. This first
victory in the war was credited to Vermonter Dewey.
Congress rewarded him with promotion to full Admi-
ral a year later. Vermonters (page 3)

Welcome! New Members

Michael & Diane Conroy, Middletown Springs
Frieda Jakobe, Gardner, Kansas
Charles & Beverly Rollins, Wells River
Barb & Mike Wraga, Middletown Springs




PRESIDENT’S CORNER AT

The Historical Society suffered a serious loss in
August with the death of Tom Avery. A descendant
of Revolutionary hero Benjamin Waite, for whom
Waitsfield is named, Tom’s roots were in Vermont,
and Middletown Springs was where he planned to
retire. His interest in someday playing an active role
in the Society is suggested in his generous financial
support, both during his lifetime and in his will. The
trustees will apply a portion of his bequest to creating
a suitable memorial, to be announced at a later date.

Welcome, new trustees Diane Rosenmiller and
Jon Mathewson. As we begin our thirtieth year, we
look to you for inspiration and energy. And thanks
to John Arsenault, Jackie Mott, Fran Oken, Jane
O’Reilly and Janna Tornabene, retiring members of
the board for stalwart service through one of the most
difficult terms in the Society’s history.

And, many thanks to Barb and Mike Wraga for
the Christmas tree!

NEws BRIEFs

Annual Meeting Elects Trustees

Annual Meeting saw the election of two new trust-
ees, Diane Rosenmiller and Jon Mathewson to the
board. Both have valuable experience in non-profit
organizations, Diane as Resident Potter at Frog Hol-
low in Manchester, and Jon as Registrar at the Ameri-
can Museum of Fly Fishing in Manchester. Retiring
trustees include John Arsenault, Jackie Mott, Fran
Oken, Jane O'Reilly and Janna Tornabene.

Pam Lewis, Sheila Charles and students Becky
Taylor, Kendra Fortin, Emily Phillips, and Melanie
Rooney presented a slide show and recitations about
the Montvert Project.

Apple Fest is a Bookish Success

The Society once again joined forces with the
Middletown Springs Library for an Apple Festival &
Book Sale on October 3. Blue skies and mild weather
brought a crowd of book lovers eager for a taste of
cider freshly squeezed from our hand-cranked press.
Kids were fascinated with Doyle Lane’s apple peeler
collection and had fun dressing their own scarecrows
on wooden frames created by Patty Kenyon, who
chaired the event. Apple desserts and raffle prizes
put smiles on every face. The event netted $235 for
the Society, and the Library raised a similar amount.

Historic Site Marker Update

A Roadside Historic Site Marker honoring A.W.
Gray, commissioned by the Division for Historic Pres-
ervation, will be erected on the triangle of land at
the foot of Montvert Road at a ceremony in the spring.
Text has been approved and the familiar green and
gold sign is in production.

Will the Montvert Project Camp Continue?
At their November meeting, Trustees discussed

the future of the Monvert Project day camp with Pam

Lewis, Project co-director. Learn and Serve America
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funding for the camp finally ended with the 1998 ses-
sion, leaving the future financial status of the two
week day camp in doubt. Trustees decided to explore
fundraising sources for the approximately $7,000
camp budget. The most straight-forward approach
is to charge about $400 tuition for each of the 15 to
20 students and to offer scholarship money on the
basis of need. The Trustees hope to find Society mem-
bers, parents, local businesses and service organiza-
tions willing to underwrite scholarships. They also
will look for grants and consider fundraising activi-
ties beyond the regular series of Society events. A
decision on the future of the camp will be made by
early spring. The Montvert Project’s web address is
http: | /www.vermontel.com [ ~hinga /.

Brochure Highlights Montvert Hotel Story
An attractive brochure that briefly tells the story
of the Montvert Hotel will soon be available to the
public. Using historic photos from the Society’s col-
lection, Montvert Project students Sarah Jones and
Tim Fonte wrote and designed the two-color, eight-
panel folding brochure with guidance from teacher
Pam Lewis and graphic designer Wendy Fannin.

1999 EvVEenTS

Jan. 23 12 -4 p.m. Antiques Discovery
Workshop

March 13 2 p.m. Geneological Lecture
(at the Library)

March21 1-4p.m. Maple Festival

May 30 3 p.m. Memorial Day Parade

June 20 2-4pm. Strawberry Festival

Oct. 3 1-4p.m. Apple Fesitval




Town Green Cannons to be Refurbished
LCDR Emmett W. Francois, USNR

n 1899 Brainard Avery of Middletown Springs ob-
l tained two Civil War Parriott Rifles (cannons) on

wooden carriages from the Brooklyn (N.Y.) Navy
Yard. They wre brought to Middletown Springs and
placed on the green. Restoration of the cannons and
carriages to their 1899 condition would be an appro-
priate part of commemorating the hundredth anni-
versary of their arrival.

The cannons now sit on homemade concrete bases,
replacing the original wooden carriages which had
deteriorated due to lack of maintenance and year-
round exposure to the weather.

I'have researched and located copies of the origi-
nal engineering drawings from the National Park
Service at Harper’s Ferry, Virginia, and photos of
similar carriages at Fort Dix, New Jersey. Reproduc-
tions of original hardware to outfit the carriages are

Emmett Francois

.. And now

Prace Greetings, From Middletoun (R

The cannons on the Town Green... Then

available from a company in Wisconsin. Fred
Merriam, Jr., a wheelwright and carriage restorer in
Bridgewater has prepared a proposal for making new
wheels and rebuilding the gun carriages.

The new carriages would be secured on concrete
pads raised slightly above ground level. An informa-
tional plaque would explain to residents and visitors
the cannons’ history and their significance.

Funding for the project would include private
donations, grants from veterans organizations and
other sources. Permission to do the project is being
sought from the Town, which owns the cannons, and
from the Congregational Society, which owns the
Green. For more information, to pledge money or to
offer other assistance for the Cannon Restoration
Project, call me, Emmett Francois, at 235-2800.

Vermonters (cont.)

Captain Charles E. Clark, born in Bradford, was
made captain of the battleship Oregon at San Fran-
cisco on March 17, a month after the battleship Maine
blew up in Havana Harbor under suspicious circum-
stances. (Spanish attack or sabotage was rumored to
be the cause of the explosion; it was later found to
have been a boiler malfunctiion.) The Oregon was
ordered to go to Cuba, a journey of 14,000 miles
around the southern tip of South America. (The
Panama Canal wasn’t built until 1914.) Hostile Span-
ish naval ships, determined to delay the imminent
U.S. invasion of Cuba, were likely to be encountered
along the route. Capt. Clark made the voyage in just
68 days, evading the enemy, and arriving in time for
the battle with the Spanish at Santiago harbor on
July 3. The Oregon once more showed her great speed
in preventing the escape of two Spanish vessels and

in defending her sister ship, the Brooklyn. Vermonter
Clark advanced rapidly in rank to Rear Admiral in
1902. (Sources for this article include H.E. Johnson,
Vermont in the Spanish American War, pbulished by
Vermont General Assembly, 1929.)
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Membership Information

Membership dues for 1999 are due in J anuary.
Check your mailing label for current status.

Dues (Check one):
Individual $5.00 Individual Life $125.00
Family $8.00 Family Life $150.00

$50.00

Send to: Joel Pliner, Treasurer
Middletown Springs Historical Society
P.O. Box 1126
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

+ Frisbie’s History of Middletown is out of print.

+ Historic Architecture of Middletown Springs
pamphlet is available for $3, post paid.

+ Views Through Time: Driving through the Rutland
Region brochure is available for $2.50, post paid.

+ Vermont Museum, Galleries & Historic Places is
available for $11.50, post paid.

Business

Donations to MSHS, a non-profit organization, are
tax deductible.

Business Members
Thanks to local businesses that have joined MSHS
under our “Business” membership category:

William Emberley—Antique Bottles & Collectibles
Jim Marquis—Antiques Appraiser
Mintzer Brothers
Rob Ogus, Tree Surgeon
Southview Arts—Digital Recording Studio
Stewarts Dairy
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THoMAs LYNN AveRry, 49, died August 7 in Laguna
Hills, California.A graduate of Dartmouth College and
the Sloan School of Hospital Administration at Cornell
University, he was the administrator of Del Puerto
Hospital in Patterson, California, from 1986-96. He
served as president of the Patterson Rotary, was a
member of the Patterson Historical Society and a Life
Member of the Middletown Springs Historical Soci-
ety. He is survived by his parents, Wayland and
Genevieve L. Avery and sisters Christine L.Avery and
Kathy P. Stewart, all of San Clemente, California, and
cousin Kay Avery of Middletown Springs. A gener-
ous supporter of the Society for many years, Tom left
a major bequest to the MSHS.

JENNIE L. MOYER, 78, died October 15 in Rutland. A

native of Pittsfield, she married Elmer A. Moyer of
Middletown Springs in 1937. Mr. Moyer died in 1978.
Jennie was a Star Route postal deliverer in the area
and was noted for her elaborate holiday decorations
at her West St. home. She was a member of the Com-
munity Church and active in many town organiza-
tions including the Fortnightly, Roundabout and La-
dies’ Auxiliary. She was a long time member of the
Historical Society. Survivors include her daughter,
Betty Buffum of Castleton, her son, Elmer A. Moyer,
Jr. of Sumter, South Carolina, and many grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren.

The MSHS Newsletter is published as many as four times a
year for members and friends of the Society. Comments and

manuscipts on subjects of interest are encouraged and should t

be sent clo David Wright, editor.

WISH LIST

Electric kitchen stove

Computer equipment

Volunteers to research Town records
Vounteers to help care for museum cellections
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