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Episcopal Chapel is 100 Years Old

s Lucy Alice Randall
ANorton and her hus-

band prepared for their
impending move from Arling-
ton to Middletown Springs in
1882, one thing bothered
them—there was no Episco-
pal church in town. Dr.
Arthur C. Norton, who had
just completed training at the
Homeopathic Medical Col-
lege of New York, was eager
to begin his practice and
Middletown Springs seemed
the right place for them.
When they confided in her
father,the Rev.John Randall,
he advised, “You must build
one; no doubt there is an
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An early photograph of St. Margaret's Chapel,
courtesy of Frances Krouse.

Chapel on June 1, 1900, in a
ceremony attended by 75 people
and led by the Rt. Reverend
~ Bishop of Vermont, Arthur C.
A. Hall. The Register of the
chapel, preserved by the Dio-
cese, records the event and
lists many donated furnish-
ings included a marble baptis-
mal font, gift of Col. Redfield
Proctor and a large stained
glass window, gift of Arthur
Norton and Albert Clarke.
For many years Episco-
pal priests from Poultney
provided Sunday services at
the chapel. Families who
worshipped there included

opening.”

It was nearly eighteen years before their hopes
came to fruition, Lucy recounted in a paper she wrote in
1900 for a meeting at Trinity Church in Rutland. A.Y.
Gray gave her early encouragement, offering a piece of
land and $50 a year toward the minister’s salary.
Fundraising began with the organizing of a sewing
society which made some “fancy articles” and received
a few more from supporters. They held a sale in August
1887 at the village school house, then located on
Burdock Ave. near the bridge to the Springs Park. They
decorated the school house with vines and flowers, froze
a little ice cream and arranged their goods for sale.
Between the townspeople and the Montvert Hotel
guests, everything sold and $40 was cleared. “Such
amazing success,coming as it did on the start, was very
encouraging, and we never forgot it.”

Fundraising continued for several years, including
“entertainments” with talent contributed even by
people who had no connection with the church. Lucy
wrote many letters seeking donations and “subsecrip-
tions,” receiving as much a $100 at a time. The land
offered by Mr. Gray was too far out of the village, but a
site was purchased on West Street. With the added
energy of Rev. George B. Clarke of Poultney,
construction of the chapel was begun with a budget of
$1200 and plans donated by George Hunt Ingraham of
Boston. A gray marble cornerstone bears the date 1899.
The first service was held August 20, 1899.

The building was consecrated as St. Margaret’s

Norton, Clarke, Adams,
Knapp, Hickox, Phillips, Harrington, Cook, Crampton,
Krouse, Hutchins and Atwater. From 1955 the chapel
was used only in the summer. The last service, in
September 1961, was the funeral of Roy Krouse, who
had maintained the building for many years.

In 1978 the Town of Middletown Springs acquired
the former chapel from the Episcopal Diocese of
Vermont for use as a Town library. The pews and bell
were taken to St. Mark’s in Castleton. A committee of
townspeople, too numerous to name, raised funds, and
worked for many months renovating the interior. They
moved the library from the Community House to the
newly renovated building and reopened in October 1979.

Welcome! New Members

ANNUAL MEMBERS
Jean M. Bushey, Poultney
Trisha Moran, Middletown Springs
Steve & Linda Revell, Lincoln
Bonnie & Jason Simcock, Middletown Springs
Elinor & Fred Rosenmiller, York, Pa.

LirE MEMBERS
Ruth M. Green, Livingston, NJ
Fowler Family, Pound Ridge, NY




PRESIDENT’S CORNER |[WrA L

In a high school auditorium, empty except for four
judges and a handful of parents and interested
spectators, groups of student historians intently waited
their turn to perform the ten minutes skits they had
written, staged and rehearsed for the past four months.
It was Vermont History Day, April 10, and the actor-
historians, like their classmates in another meeting
room at Montpelier High School who were setting up
models and charts and dioramas, or had written papers
or made videos, were competing in annual event for
students in grades 6 through high school. The theme
this year was “Science, Technology, and Invention in
History: Impact, Influence, Change.

Three young women from Poultney, eighth grade
students of Pam Lewis, the Gifted and Talented
Specialist in the local school system, had chosen
Middletown Springs inventor A.W. Gray as their
subject. They came to the Historical Society toresearch
their subject and left with voluminous notes and

photocopies of photographs, catalogue text and
biographical sketches. They developed anidea for a skit
involving A.W.)s two sons in the office of the
horsepower shop, interviewing a prospective employee
—and, of course, they would play the parts. They
learned their lines and rehearsed them well. They
devised costumes with the help of the Castleton State
College theater department. And they took their skit to
Vermont History Day. At the end of the morning of
April 10 they had taken the prize for the best
performance in the Junior Division. In June, Veronica
Parker (who is the granddaughter of Norma and Dick
Parker of Middletown Springs), Sarah Heald and Anne
Roberts will travel with Pam Lewis to Washington,
D.C.torepresent Vermont in the National History Day
competion. And they will present an encore perfor-
mance at the dedication of the A.W. Gray Historic Site
Marker inJuly. We are grateful for their interest and
proud of their work. Best of luck at the Nationals!

Maple Fest Sweetens the Treasury

The tenth annual Maple Festival on March 28 drew
alarge crowd of visitors eager to learn about the history
of sugaring and to taste traditional maple treats. Bill
Clark, president of the Vermont Maple Sugar Growers
Association lectured once again using sugaring artifacts
from the Society collection. Fred Bradley boiled maple
sap over an open fire while Marilyn Trapeni directed
the sale of soup, sandwiches and maple desserts with
help from Diane Rosenmiller, Fran Krouse and David
Wright. Joel Pliner served sugar on snow and Patty
Kenyon created maple cotton candy. Sue Clark sold
new syrup, maple candy and other goodies from the
Clark Farm kitchen. Sales of food and raffle tickets
netted $655, the most generous proceeds in a decade for
the festival.

Historic Site To Be Dedicated

The Roadside Historic Site Marker honoring A.W.
Gray has arrived from the Vermont Division for
Historic Preservation. A dedication ceremony is set for
a Sunday in July. Festivities will begin in the Mineral
Springs Park with presentation of an award winning
skit about the A.W. Gray and Sons by Veronica Parker,
Sarah Heald and Anne Roberts, Poultney eighth
graders. (See more about the skit above.) Also in
the Park, an interpretive sign, designed
by last year’s Montvert Project stu-
dents, will be unveiled.

The A.W. Gray Site marker will be
dedicated at the corner of Montvert
Road and South St. in a ceremony
featuring local politicians and descen-

2

dants of the Grays. Refreshments and tours of related
sites including the Montvert Hotel grounds will follow.

Recent Acquisitions

e Sueand Hank Gobetz gave the Society a box withan
A W.Gray label, a cream bottle labelled “E & A
Butler, Middletown Springs”, and cookbook “Fla-
vor in Living, Middletown Springs, Vt.” published
in 1975 for the national Bicentennial.

e Stan Garfinkel gave six framed color photographs
he had taken in around Middletown Springs in the
1970’s and 1980’s. -

¢ Frances and Ruth Krouse gave a sterling silver salt
shaker found on the Montvert Hotel site in the 1960’s.

Trustees Appoint Three New Members

Jere Berger previously served on the board from
1990-94. Jere is retired from concurrent careers as an
Episcopal priest and a college professor.

Col. Robert Johnson retired in 1996 from duties as
Commmander of the Civil Air Patrol in Vermont.
During a career with corporations including U.S. Steel
and Mack Truck, he was a frequent visitor to Coy Hill,
where his parents Betty and Raymond Johnson had
purchased the Benjamin Coy place in 1952.

Frances Krouse returns to the board after many
years. She served from 1978 through 1981, was

elected vice-president in 1978 and president
e in 1979. Fran is working on a town
g history from Frisbie (1867) to the
K. present.
p The Trustees regretfully ac-
¢ cepted the resignation of Debbie
-& Doherty who has served since 1997.




Civil War Re-Enactment Set for June 4 - 6

group of more than twenty men, women and chil

dren, will set up camp on the Middletown Springs
Green June 4-6. The public is invited to visit their en-
campment and see Civil War era costumes, equipment
and the activities of soldiers in the midst of war.

Organized in 1992, the Champlain Rifles recreate
two Union Army regiments, Co. F, 14th Vermont Volun-
teers, originally made up of volunteers from Fair Haven,
Castleton and Poultney, and Co. E, 123rd New York
Volunteer Infantry Regiment, originally from Washing-
ton County, N.Y. Civil War Companies actually had nick-
names, but “Champlain Rifles” is fictional, honoring the
area on both sides of the New York /Vermont state line.

The weekend activities begin on Friday with the
setting up of tents and equipment on the green. Satur-
day will feature camp activities such as drilling. food
preparation, and maintenance of equipment and games.
On Saturday evening a member of the group will give a
talk on a Civil War topic. Sunday's highlight will include
a re-dedication of the Hoadley Civil War monument on
the Green.

The Champlain Rifles regularly support fund-rais-
ing for preservation projects. Donations solicited dur-
ing encampment will go toward restoration of the two
Civil War cannons on the Green. Retired U.S. Navy of-
ficer Emmett Francois has located plans and specifica-
tions for the original wooden carriages which supported
“parrot rifles” of this type. He is organizing a campaign

The Champlain Rifles, a Civil War reenactment
|

to reproduce these carriages either in wood or metal
for the Middletown Springs cannon.

The Middletown Springs Historical Society is help-
ing the Champlain Rifles with logistics. Actual Civil War
artifacts belonging to members of the Champlain Rifles
and the Historical Society will be on exhibit during the
encampment. If you have an authentic photograph, let-
ter, diary or other Civil War era artifact that you would
like to show, please call David Wright, MSHS president,
at 235-2376, or any MSHS trustee for information.
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In August 1998 (1 to r) Emma, David Wright, Joel Pliner, Isaac
Pliner (seated), Fred Bradley, John Arsenault, Bud Krouse,
Dan McKeen, and Tom Doherty repair the stream banks along
the Poultney River in the Springs Park.
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In Memoriam
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MarGERY Day HansoN, 95, died March 2 in Rutland.
Born in Kansas, she earned bachelor’s and master’s
degrees from the University of Kansas. She was an
educator in the New York metropolitan area for many
years and served as academic dean and later
headmistress of Dwight School for Girls until 1970. She
retired to E. Poultney with her husband, Richard E.
Hanson, who was pastor of the Middletown Springs
Community Church for ten years. The Hansons were
founding members of the Historical Society and
Margery served as a trustee 1972-73. She was also a
member of the Garden Club and the Fortnightly.
Margery was the author of two histories of her parents’
families, Receipt For An Inheritance and Day Unto Day.
She is survived by sons Peter and Richard Hanson,
daughters Nancy Stevenson and Elizabeth Mellen, ten
grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.

RoBeErT M. HucHEs, 74, died April 29 in Middletown
Springs after a long illness. He was born and raised in
Brooklyn, N.Y. and attended Fordham University until
joining the U.S. Navy during WWII. He later
graduated from Sienna College and began a career in
the fragance industry. At the time of his retirement in

1989 he was CEO of Dragco, Inc. and had had served on
many industry boards and trade groups including
service on the President’s Advisory Council, an
international evaluation group for the industry.

Bob served as a Trustee of the Society from 1992-95
and was instrumental in the handicap access
renovations to the Historical Society building and other
projects.

Bob’s first wife Katherine died in 1983. He is
survived by his wife Traude, whom he married in 1987,
a brother, Richard J.; six sons, Robert J., Frank A.,
Raymond J., Laurence B., Peter O. and Stephen B.; and
fifteen granchildren.

Mavrcorm Vaii, 74, died February 17 in Hubbardton.
He was a descendant of Micah Vail, one of the Green
Mountain Boys and an early settler in Middletown, and
of Moses E. Vail, a prosperous merchant in town in the
mid 1800’s, who owned the house that is now the
Middletown Springs Inn. From Norwich University,
Malcolm Vail joined the Navy in 1943, serving as a jet
pilot, flight instructor and later Commanding officer of
VA-94 in Lemoore, Ca. After a tour of duty in Vietnam
he served as commanding officer of the TAC Air Group
One in Coronado, Calif. until his retirement in 1972 to
Hubbardton. A member of the Society since 1980, Mr.
Vail is suvived by his wife, Shirley, and a daughter
Laurie Vail.
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Homemade Strawberry Shortcake

$4 for Adults

$2 for Children



Thank you...

Many have responded to the membership renewal letters and appeals for the Annual Campaign sent to all
members in January. If you are not sure about your membership status, please consult the mailing label on the
Newsletter. Your name is followed by letters and numbers indicating IL for Individual Life, FL for Family
Life, 199 or F99 for Individual or Family membership paid through 1999. Please renew if your membershp is

in arrears.

Thanks to those who have renewed so far, to those who upgraded their membership to Life membership, and to

all who gave to the Annual Campaign!

Unrestricted Donations:

Joan Aleshire

Paula & David Avenius
Marilyn Bobseine

Mary & Larry Clift
D.Ralph Davison

Vykki & William Drury
James Flye

Mary & Fred Graf

Bea Gray

Green Mt. Timber Frames
Rita & Gerry Hansen
Emma Hennings

Mary & Alfred Herberich
Fredrich Hinkle

Judy & Bruce Hirschon
Pauline Huber

Frieda & John Jakobe

Jean & Karl Lofgren
Georgiabelle & Francis Maida
Jean & William Matthews
Rena & William McKeighan
Elsie Norton

Louise & Lee Pattison
Sarah Peterson

Donna Piasta

Kay & Clifford Reed
DiantRosenmiller & Nicholas Seidner
Kathryn & Milton Rudd

Fr. Paul Sakevich
Elizabeth & Jason Simcock
Irene & Edwin Smith
Southview Arts

Gretzel & Jeffrey Stansbury
Pearl Thomas

21st Century Fund:

Josie & Jere Berger
Barbara Miles

Marilyn & Charles Schubert
Hazel Thompson

Museum Fund:

Julia Samborsky
Marilyn & Charles Schubert

Montvert Project Fund:

Margaret & Clay Fowler

Bill Emberley

Lucille & John Horkan

James Jacobs

Patty & Matt Kenyon
Georgiabelle & Francis Maida
Jean & William Matthews
Mintzer Bros., Inc.

Poultney Rotary Club

Linda & Steve Revell

Maida Rogers

Julia Samborsky

Marilyn & Charles Schubert
Joan & Douglas Shaw

Sally Shaw & Bart Bales

Avis & Dr. James Swinyer
Anna & Bob Taggart
Vermont National Bank

Mary Lou Willits & David Wright

Springs Park Preservation Fund:

Lucille & John Horkan
Barbara Miles

Marilpw& Charles Schubert
Jean & John Sperry

Heritage Fund:

Margaret & Clay Fowler
Margaret & Fred Graf
Ruth Green

Audrey & Chet Horton
Barbara Miles

Elinor & Fred Rosenmiller



Membership Information

Membership dues for 1999 are due in January.
Check your mailing label for current status.

Dues (Check one):

Individual $5.00 Individual Life $125.00
Family $8.00 Family Life $150.00
Business $50.00

Send to: Joel Pliner, Treasurer
Middletown Springs Historical Society
P.O. Box 1126
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

+ Frisbie’s History of Middletown is out of print.

+ Historic Architecture of Middletown Springs
pamphlet is available for $3, post paid.

+ Views Through Time: Driving through the Rutland
Region brochure is available for $2.50, post paid.

+ Vermont Museum, Galleries & Historic Places is
available for $11.50, post paid.

Donations to MSHS, a non-profit organization, are
tax deductible.

Business Members
Thanks to local businesses that have joined MSHS
under our “Business” membership category:

William Emberley—Antique Bottles & Collectibles
Jim Marquis—Antiques Appraiser
Mintzer Brothers
Rob Ogus, Tree Surgeon
Southview Arts—Digital Recording Studio
Stewarts Dairy

The MSHS Newsletter is published as many as four times a
year for members and friends of the Society. Comments and
manuscipts on subjects of interest are encouraged and should
be sent clo David Wright, editor.

Montvert Project
Receives Grant and Award

The Montvert Project, the Society’s summer

archaeological day camp where area students

explore the history of the Montvert resort is set
for July 5 - 16, thanks to the donations of Society
members, area businesses and a grant from the Lake
Champlain Basin Program. Using funds provided by
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the
National Park Service, the grant was awarded for the
Montvert Project’s efforts in increasing appreciation
for the cultural heritage of the Basin and in promoting
environmental and natural resource protection. Schol-
arship grants may also available to students through
the Hayes Foundation.

At their Annual Meeting on May 15, the League of
Local Historical Societies of Vermont Historical
Society presented an Award of Merit in the category
“Collecting, Interpretation and Display” for the
Montvert Project. David Wright, President, was on
hand to receive the certificate and to thank Gainor
Davis, VHS Executive Director for her support of the
Project. Directors of the Montvert Project are Pam
Lewis and Sheila Charles.

1999 EVENTS

June 4 -6 Civil War Encamp-
ment on the Green
June 20 2-4pm. Strawberry Festival
Sept. 26 6 p.m. Annual Meeting &
Pot Luck Supper
Oct. 3 1-4p.m. Apple Fesitval &

Library Book Sale
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