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A Letter Home

In January we
received a donation
from Emma Hennings,
an MSHS member, in
memory of Dorothy
Wanke and Robert
Wiebolt. Inourthank-
you note we asked for
more information
about Dorothy and
Robert. In February -
came the following p*
reply:

Am enclosing your
note so you know

the whole history of
M. Spa from Frank &
Jessie Rogers. We
called Mr. Taylor
who owned the house
and he said hed
meet us there. We
drove away with all
at the Homestead
calling “Good bye
Neighbors!” We met
Mr. Taylor and as I
stood by the front
door I said to him - I
don’t know why, but
I feel as if 'm at

where this is coming
from. As I read your
letter a lot of memo-
ries flooded over me

Walter Hennings shows off the Town's new fire truck to his
mother-in-law Rose Wiebolt in 1954. Photo courtesy of Emma
Hennings.

home. We went thru
the old house with
all the work it needed
done - ceilings, walls,

so I decided to sit
down and write you while I felt this way!

One day in 1947 my husband and I decided to go
for a drive with our friends who had bought a new
car. We lived in Lakeview, Long Island. Our friend’s
wife had some real estate ads she thought it would be
fun to look at, some in Conn. We drove to one and
there was a relative of Kay Avery who showed me
some pictures of the Vail House in M. Spa - She also
told us a lot about the town--the Montvert, etc. - It
was real interesting and I said - if ever I get near the
town I'll send you a card - I've never been in Vermont.
I got back in the car and our friend Henry is listening
to the story and kept driving along rte 7. Finally I
said Henry - where are you going? He said - To
Vermont! - I said Walter has to go to work tomorrow
- He said oh we’ll just drive up there - look around -
have a dinner and we’ll be home by midnight. Well
we got lost and by the time we got to M. Spa it was
dark. We stopped at the Post Office and the Kellys
were painting inside so it was all lit up. We asked
about the Vail House and they said Oh yes - It’s right
there on the square. I asked if there was some place
to stay as I knew it was too late to go home. She called
Rogers Homestead and they had 2 rooms, one on the
second floor and one over the barn. Walter and Henry
went over the barn and Lil and I and my nephew 6 yrs
old and her daughter took the 2 bed room after a fine
unexpected dinner fixed up for us. Next a.m. we got

etc. - and went up on
the roof an sat on the cupola. We could see the school
house from there. I said what should we do -? Walter
said - what ever you think. We came down, talked
some more and gave Mr. Taylor $100 deposit and
said we’d be up to sign papers! We did come up
around Labor Day and signed, then went home to sell
our house and little store we had. My sister Dorothy
R. Wanke and her 3 children came to live with us on
(cont. on page 3)

Welcome! New Members

ANNUAL MEMBERS
Shirley and John Anderson, Middletown Springs
Lois C. Bittersdorf, Pittsford
Mr.& Mrs. John Donahue, Kennebunk, Me.
Mr. & Mrs. Elmer Gombosi, Milford, N. J.
Anne & Arthur Krouse, Poultney
Mary Nemann, Poultney
Holly Silverthorne, West Chester, Pa.
Jerusha Jane McKee-Tanner, Tempe, Az.

LirE MEMBERS
Helen & Tom Jaeger, Fairfax, Va.
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anticipation for many of us as we attend festive

gatherings of family and friends, replete with
abundant food and drink and the exchange of gifts
and good wishes.

That these holiday sentiments are not a reality
for many of our neighbors in the community and the
world was acknowledged by the Trustees of the
Historical Society when they responded to a request
from the State Coalition For the Homeless to
participate in a program to Remember the Homeless

~ at the advent of the winter season.

They arranged to make the Historical Society
building the drop-off place for donations of non-
perishable food. blankets (and cash to purchase
these) to be distributed to homeless individuals and
families, a third of whom are children, a quarter of
whom are veterans, and many of whom are elders.
Donations. accepted at Christmas in the Park on
December 5, or sent by mail will be forwarded to the
State Coalition as they are received.

Likewise during the Holiday Season, the
Trustees anticipate good news on the fate of two
major grant applications for restoration work in
the Museum Storage Room, which will greatly
enhance the Society’s ability to properly store and
care for objects in the museum collection. The
grant money will match funds from a generous gift
that Hazel Grover gave the Society in 1998. The
membership will also be asked to help make up the
match. Please look for a membership renewal and
fund-raising letter in January, and consider a
generous donation!

The Holiday Season is a time of pleasant

Apple Festival & Book Sale

y air weather and wide publicity brought a good
F crowd to the annnual Apple Festival, held for
_r the third time in conjunction with the Library
Book Sale.

In addition to homemade apple desserts and
cider the event featured demonstrations of cider
making with a press from the Clark & Elsie Norton
farm and apple peeling with examples from Doyle
Lane’s collection. Music was provided by Melissa
Chesnut-Tangerman, Darcy Gannon, and Don
Martin, using Solarfest’s new “Lightning Bug,” the
solar panel and battery trailer, to power their sound
system.

Thanks also to members Bonnie Simcock and
Mary Lou Willits, Henry Kimble and Jim Geddes, to
Trustees Diane & Mike Conroy, Bob Johnson, Joel
Pliner and David Wright who helped with the event,
to Burnham Hollow Orchard for donating apples and
to many members who baked delicious desserts.
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NEws BRIEFS

Board Appoints Jon Mathewson Registrar

In October, the Trustees appointed Jon
Mathewson to the newly created position of
registrar. Among his duties, Jon will lead on-going
process of accessioning items into the museum col-
lection and be in charge of museum record-keeping.

Jon received his BA in History from Union Col-
lege in Schenectady, N.Y. and his MA from the
University of Vermont in Burlington. For five years
he was registrar and later curator at a nationally
accredited museum.

New Trustees, Changes in Bylaws Voted at
Annual Meeting

Over 40 members and guests attended the Annual
Meeting on September 26 and elected four Trustees
to two-year terms. David Wright begins his second
term. Jim Kopp was appointed in 1998 and also begins
his second term. Jim is an administrator at Green
Mountain College. Diane and Michael Conroy begin
their first terms. Diane works as a bookkeeper for
Hubbardton Forge and Mike is an attorney, prac-
ticing in Rutland.

Members also approved two amendments to the
Bylaws. One designates the Vermont Historical Society
to receive the MSHS museum collection in the un-
likely event of the MSHS’s dissolution. The other
amendment raises annual dues to $8 for Individual
memberships and $12 for Family memberships and
creates a Contributing membership category at $25
annually.

Those attending the Annual Meeting enjoyed a
bountiful pot luck supper and a slide lecture, “The
Impact of Technology on Daily Life in Early
Vermont,” by Gainor Davis, executive director of the
Vermont Historical Society. In thanks for her pre-
sentation Ms. Davis was presented with a gallon of
Wilson Clark’s maple syrup.

Randy Kniffin Appointed to Board

The Trustees, at their October meeting, ap-
pointed Randy Kniffin to fill a vacancy on the Board.
Randy is self-employed collectables dealer and a
Town Lister. He served on the Board from 1992-1996.

2000 EvEeNnTsS

Jan. 22 2-4pm. Antiques Discovery
Workshop (snowdate:
Sun., Jan. 23)

March 19 2-4pm. Maple Festival

May 28 3 p.m. Memorial Day Parade

June 25 2-4pm. Strawberry Festival

Sept. 17 6 p.m. Annual Meeting

Oct. 8 1-4p.m. Apple Fesitval



e . \r>ey  1949. They sold the business in 1973. Lucy died in
& In Memorlam 2 1983. Hazel lived on in the family home, later
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welcoming her niece Barbara back to stay with her.
Hazel continued in her retirement years to be
involved in the community, in the Congregational
Society, the Community Church, the Historical
Society and the library. She helped settle the affairs
of family members who died before her and stayed in
touch and involved with those who survived. She was
able to travel to places she had always wanted to see,
Hazel was born September like Macchu Picchu in Peru. She maintained her
18, 1896 in her parent’s independence until the end with help from family
farmhouse, the farmhouse that was still her home and fri.en.ds, keeping up with the world through a
when she died. She attended school at the nearby one ~ subscription to the Wall Street Journal and other
room schoolhouse, just sixty steps away, and at the Pperiodicals. She drove her Buick Century well
new (in 1904) central school in Middletown Springs. beyond her one hundredth birthday.
She remembered studying South American geogra- Hazel was remarkable to us because she offered
phy by making a contour map of the continent out of an open window to view our local history. While a
flour, water and salt. One day she would visit Lake naturally shy person. she was always willing to
“Titicaca in the Andes mountains on the border of Share her memories and experiences - whether with
Peru and Bolivia, which she herself had molded on 2 group of school children doing an oral history
that elaborate map.... interview, a newspaper reporter or a friend who just
Inspired by a high school teacher who was a stopped by to visit. Her memories were often clear
Middlebury College alumna, Hazel went on to and detailed, even from her early childhood.
Middlebury, at a time when women students were a Hazel Grover is survived by her niece, Barbara
distinct minority. She majored in Chemistry and Blakely of Rutland;and her nephew, Paul E. Blakely
upon graduation in June 1919 returned home, not 0of Hadley, N.'Y. Contributionsin her memory may be
knowing exactly what she would do. She worked made to the Memorial Fund of the Middletown
briefly as a teacher in a district school, then Springs Community Church or to the Middletown
accompanied women friends from college to the Springs Historical Society.
Cheney Silk Company in Connecticut where she , i
workec}{ for six years in charge of monitoring the IRENE RutH KRroUSE, 94, died December 11 in
chemical solutions in huge vats where the raw silk Rutland. A more complete tribute will be in the next
was unwound from the silk moth cocoons. issue of the Newsletter.
A doctor who had worked at Cheney helped her
find her next job in New York City at Columbia (cont. from page 1)
University’s Presbyterian Hospital. There she L.I. after a divorce . So it was a shock to them when
studied for her Master’s Degree at Columbia. She we said - we’re going to Vermont! We finally arrived
was the first woman enrolled at Brooklyn inNovember.I think itsnowed every day that winter
Polytechnic Institute, where she took courses in but we who had never done such work - painted and
Microscopy. In 1929 she went to work for the Nestle plastered, etc. all winter. Donald, June and
Corporation analyzing samples of fuel coal used in Raymond attended school, we joined the church and
the manufacturing of food products. At General Pastor Marble used to go by and look up at us
Foods in New Jersey a few years later, working in a painting and say, Hi - Toid Ave. and Toity Toid St.!
sub-zero lab, Hazel studied and photographed Inthe spring we had to find work. After some odd jobs
microscopic samples of frozen foods. (The Vermont I finally started at Central Vermont Public Service,
farm upbringing probably helped her to cope with and Walter was in the wood working shop in back of
conditions on that job.) During World War II she the house, which burned after we left. Dorothy
moved on to the Ferdinand Guttman Co., in became Town Clerk for a long time and then went
Brooklyn, a manufacturer of container closures, with a lawyer in Poultney. We joined every organi-
where she conducted research looking for a zation in Town I think - Fortnightly, Roundabout,
substitute for cork, which was in short supply Grange. Walter and Bill Lincoln and some other
because of the war. She stayed there until her started the Fire Dept. and drove to Rhode Island to
retirement in 1962. pick up the first fire truck. Walter became Fire Chief
Hazel returned to the family farm to live with her and we had the fire phone at our house. The first time
older sister, Lucy Blakely. Lucy had moved there it rang I said be careful driving up the Mt. It was a
with her children Donald, Paul and Barbara after lightning strike. I ran on the porch to see the truck
her husband’s death. Hazel worked with Lucy at dash by and waited and finally chug-chug-chug it
Flower Fashions, a florist shop on Cottage Street in came along. I went in - relieved! Then they built the
Rutland, which she had helped Lucy establish in (cont. on page 4)
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HAzEL GROVER

The following are excerpts
from a tribute by David Wright,
MSHS President, delivered at
the memorial service for Hazel
F. Groverwho died October 12,
at the age of 103 years.




Membership Information

Membership dues for 1999 were due in January.
Check your mailing label for current status.

Dues (Check one):

Individual $8.00 Contributing $25.00
Family $12.00 Individual Life $125.00
Business $50.00 Family Life $150.00

Send to: Joel Pliner, Treasurer
Middletown Springs Historical Society
P.O. Box 1126
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

+ Frisbie's Historv of Middletown is out of print.

+ Historic Architecture of Middletown Springs
pamphlet is available for $3, post paid.

+ Views Through Time: Driving through the Rutland
Region brochure is available for $2.50, post paid.

+ Vermont Museum, Galleries & Historic Places is
available for $11.50, post paid.

Donations to MSHS, a non-profit organization, are
tax deductible.

Business Members
Thanks to local businesses that have joined MSHS
under our “Business” membership category:

William Emberley—Antique Bottles & Collectibles
Green Mountain Timber Frames — Dan McKeen
Jim Marquis—Antiques Appraiser
Mintzer Brothers
Rob Ogus, Tree Surgeon
Southview Arts—Digital Recording Studio
Stewarts Dairy

The MSHS Newsletter is published as many as four times a
year for members and friends of the Society. Comments and
manuscipts on subjects of interest are encouraged and should
be sent clo David Wright, editor.

(cont. from page 3)
fire house. I was treasurer until we moved away.
Walter and I also joined the choir of the church and I
had a Jr. choir and a cherub choir until the day I left
- in tears so heavy we canceled Sunday School!! Ray
and June graduated and moved on then Donald
graduated and went to Chicago to college. Dorothy
went out to visit him and was offered the job as house
mother to the new fraternity house where she stayed
until after Don graduated. My Mom and Dad had
come to stay with us and he became custodian of the
church and school - John Wieboldt - and my mother
was Rose. She died in 1955. My niece Wendy
Wieboldt, now Wendy Kirchner, spent 10 summers
in M. Spa and loved it. She recently sent a book she
wrote to the Middletown Library, “Dying to Smoke”
which she wrote after her husband died at 38 from
lung cancer. She has raised 3 fine children. She also
now lives in Florida- but always love Vt. Then in 1972
Water retired. We sold our house for $30,000 and
couldn’t find a small one in Vt. We took a trip to visit
friends in Florida, found a house we could afford and
settled here in Hudson, F1. We belong to a wonderful
Methodist Church here and both were in the choir - I
still am. I just gave up driving in August. I was 90
Jan. 10. On August 15, 1998 I found my sister
Dorothy on the floor of her home near me. She hadn’t
even been ill, and had been on a trip to the Canadian
Rockies with her son Donald a short time before. It
was a shock. She was 88. Walter died in 1985 quietly
in his sleep and is in Pleasant View. My brother
Robert Wieboldt, youngest of 6 of us of which I'm the
eldest, died Jan. 13, 1999. I am the last. Four big six
ft. brothers and sister now gone. I thank God for the
wonderful lives we all shared - and those 25 years in
Vermont were precious to me. I loved Vt. and the
folks who were our friends.

I guess I could write tons of pages more about Vt,
but I'll spare you!

Sincerely --
_Emma Hennings

Middletown Springs Historical Society
P.O. Box 1126
Middletown Springs, VT 05757
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