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Quite A While Ago In Middletown Springs

by Ruth Round Kiouse

Editor's Note: Ruth Krouse
died December 11, 1999, at the age
of 94. The following is part of her
memoir “Ruth's Story,” as told to
herdaughter Frances B.Krouse.

" hen Roy and [ were
married in 1924, we
rented the Murphy house

on West St., opposite my Aunt
Rose's property, the George
Leonard farm (now Rosenmiller-
Seidner’s). According to my aunt
there were “certain reservations”
written into the deed. George was
to continue to occupy the premises
and to be “maintained in a manner
commensurate with his station in
life.” The Leonard’s elderly house-
keeper Sabrina Atwater Robinson
was also part of the deal. She died at
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Dooley and Grace Powers [sisters|,
Will and Rose Dorey, Flora Foster
andso on. I alsomade daily visits to
Carpenter’s Drug Store to talk
with Mrs. Kinne, who worked there,
and to check out the stamped, fancy
work embroidery patteins.

One day I heard that B.
Buxton had ordered my dog Lindy
shot, so I went up to his
“Bungalow” on Buxton Ave [now
Parent”s). Julia Lewis, his house-
keeper, said, “Mr. Buxton doesn't
want to be disturbed.” I said, “I'm
here, and I want to see him.”
Finally, he appeared, and 1 said
“What’s this about having my dog
shot?” B.C. assured me that Lindy
would not be harmed. In leaving, 1
said, “You may own a few houses
1 : on the Avenue, but I own the
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the Leonard's at 87 after a long con-
finement because of a broken hip
which George said “happened be-
cause she climbed over the pasture
gate.” Eventually, my grandmother,

Eleanor [Van Guilder] and Ruth,right, at
the elothes pin factory in the A. W. Gray &
Sons shop on South Street. Picture taken
by Bessie Parker in April 1928.

Corner.” After that, he would
stop when my dog was in the road
and wait for him to clear the path. I
think he liked me, for occasionally
Mrs. Buxton would hand off a

Olive, came to oversee things. When she got fed up,
she'd leave for a “trip” to see her sisters and brothers
scattered from Dorset to Weston. While gone, she’d

leave orders for George to “soak his feet.” He was good- .

natured and would say “All right, old tuzzy-wuzzy.”

Each winter, George’s cousin, Alice, came too.
When 1 used to visit my grandmother, I shared the
bedroom called the “borning room,” with Alice, and we
would laugh half the night. When Aunt Rose came, she
would fix Alice up with a fur collar for her coat and add
faney touches to her elothes. In the warm weather Alice
returned to her North St. house.

Back then, people helped each other and, most of all,
they knew their neighbors. Jennie Powers would wash
my dishes in return for my watching Sonny [Raymond].
Her daughter, Kate [Dudley], was twelve years old
when they settled in a house on Coy Hill Road [now
Miller’s|. I also stopped every day to visit with Leona
Traverse and Mae and Gib Kenyon, her parents. We
shared our stuff back then. Roy got me an electric
washing machine. I loaned the machine and once it was
gone for two years. I would be “in and out” of the houses
in our neighborhood everyday and talking with Nell

dress, and at the dances B.C. always asked me to dance,
He was a big man and my feet would barely hit the floor.
At his orchard packing house he had me do the
facers for the barrels of apples shipped to the city. When
he appeared one day, unexpectedly, everyone hid their
(cont. on page 2)
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER QEEEAGTLY

The recent annual meeting of the League of Local
Historical Societies provided a new and refreshing
perspective on Vermont history. Held in conjunction
with annual meeting of the Association of Vermont
Conservation Commissions, the meeting explored the
theme “Reading the Historic Landscape Using
Cultural and Natural Resources.” Keynote speaker
Tom Wessels, Director of the Environmental Biology
Program at Antioch New England Graduate School,
gave a fascinating slide lecture based on his book,

Reading the Forested Landscape: A Natural History of

New England. Through currently visible evidence in
the woods around us, we can “read” the history of the
land from the earliest settlement period to the present
time—when it was cleared, how it was used for pasture,
mowing or crops, or when it was visited by natural
phenomena like fire, flood and storm.

Workshop subjects during the meeting included
researching the changing ownership of land from the
early gr ants by Colonial governors to today’s housing
subdivisons; the history and evolution of the town
green; recreating historic gardens; the development of
the Vermont village model and why it has retained its
vibrancy in an age of suburbanization; researching and
reusing historic buildings; capturing the essence of
your town in oral histories and town histories.

The collaboration and cross-fertilization of the
disciplines of historic preservation and land conserva-
tion made for alively and provocative meeting between
two groups of Vermonters who found they share alot in
common.

Quite a While Ago...(cont. from page 1)

lunches and pretended to be working. I just sat there
eating, and he walked over and said, “Ruth...Is it good?”
I said, “Yes.” In the end, during the Depression, Roy
and I were asked to buy all his property including the
Bungalow.

I made friends through Lindy, but there were also
those that were scared of him. I noticed that when I
walked up West Street and down South Street, those I
met often crossed to other side, but there were the
exceptions. Gray Knapp once ‘-.altl “That is the most
beautiful dog 1 have ever seen.’ And Frances Gray
bought me a leather leash with an English fastener.

Ilived in Bennington before I came here to marry
Roy. After moving into the Murphy house, which was
an experience for us, we made plans to build a house but
could not decide where. Our choices were the current
site of Poultney High School and Cones Point at Lake
St. Catherine. Roy liked the “Corner”(Buxton Ave. &
South St.) and his prayers were answer ed when Susan
[Thomas]| asked him to buy the old doctor’s property.
Without a minute’s hesitation, he reached into his
pocket and took out a $25 binder and said, “Ruth will go
to Poultney tomouow and get the rest of the money
from our savings.” Soon, we started cleaning up the
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entangled bur-
doeks, bamboo,
and weeds. Things
had pretty much
taken care of
themselves, and
people threw their
rubbish on the
corner. We got
under way and
built our home
during the De-
pression. Mean-
time, we lived on
West Street for
six years and my
neighbors would
say to me, “Ruth
you had company

Lindy waiting for a ride in the

today,” which
Hudson car. Picture was taken by meant that the
Bessie Parker at the Dr. Thomas landlady, Mrs.
house on the corner of South St. Murphy, had
and Buxton Ave., ¢. 1927/8 . spent the day

there while I was
gone. One day, I decided not to go down to Orpha’s [my
sister’s| at the Orchard and sat quietly waiting. Soon
Anna Murphy and several Poultney women arrived.
They let themselves in and wandered around unaware
of my presence. I heard one say to the other “Where
can that young woman be?” Apparently, they felt that
I had left in a hurry since I hadn’t made my bed. When
I came out from behind something, they were rather
red-faced!

Back then I drove a coupe that my aunt owned, and
I always had trouble shifting it. I would call to Charlie
Wilder who lived on the street and offer himaride. He
would help me shift. Now when Ilook back, I doubt that
he was too comfortable. In the late 1920’s, Roy bought
a 12-cylinder Hudson car and drove it to his jobs at
Dartmouth College. Lindy and I used to ride out in it
occasionally. One time, I was asked, “Does your father
let you drive it very often?”

Frances A. Gray, the postmaster, and I were very
close friends for years. When I didn’t appear in the post
office or on the street for several weeks before my
daughter was born, she wrote me aletter. Ihavesaved
the letter all these years. She wanted me to use the
Gray crib, high chair and other pieces with the
understanding that they would be passed on. In time,
the things were shipped to Albert Gray in NYC for his
children. She also asked permission to name the new
baby; so Frances B. was named after Frances A. My
freedom disappeared when Frances and Theron [Bud]
came along, but it was worth it.
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£ In Memoriam

Herpert M. Davison
The Society lost one of
its most dedicated mem-
bers with the death of
Herbert M. Davison.
Since 1995 Herb held the
(Gold Headed Cane as the
oldest  resident of
Middletown Springs. He
was born in Rutland in
1904, and was graduated
from Rutland High School
and Yale University. Dur-
ing his 43 years of teach-
ing he served as assistant
headmaster of the Blair Academy in New Jersey and,
for 21 years, as headmaster of the Cincinnati Country
Day School in Ohio. He was president of the Ohio
Association of Independent Schools of the Central
States. He retired to Middletown Springs in 1970.
Herb was a Society trustee from 1970-1975, 1981-83,
and 1985-87. He served as president 1973-75 and 1982-83.
For many years he headed the History Research
Commitee. He was an Honorary Life member of the
Society. Herb served the town as a selectman, library
trustee, planning commissioner and justice of the peace.
He was an active member of the Community Church.
Herb was married to Leona (Hickox) Davison, a

= Middletown Springs as a boy.
> Survivors in-clude a daughter,
son, Theron

native of Middletown Springs, who died in 1975, His
survivors include his daughter, Ann Vale of Castleton;
Dexter Davison of Spartansburg, S.C.; three
granchildren; and one great-grandson.

A memorial service for Herb will be held May 27 at
10:30 a.m. at the Community Church. Memorial
contributions may be made to the Middletown Springs
Historical Society, ¢/o Joel Pliner, treasurer.

Irene RuTH Krovse, 94, died December 11. She was
born in Danby and had lived in Middletown Springs
since 1924. Ruth was a Life Member of the Society. and
a member of the Roundabout Club of Middletown
Springs for 75 years.

She was married to Roy F. Krouse, a who moved to
Roy died in 1961,
Frances Krouse and a
“Bud™ Krouse, both of Middletown
Springs; two grand-children; three great-grandehil-
dren; nieces and nephews.

Evrizapers S. McLAUGHLIN, 92, died September 30,
1999. She was born in Middletown Springs and was
graduated from the local high school and Troy
Conference Academy in Poultney. She worked in town
for Carpenter’s Green House, as cook at the high school
and provided convalescent care in her home. She
served as town auditor, treasurer of the Rutland
County Red Cross as well as other volunteer positions.

Elizabeth is survived by two sisters, Elsie Norton
of Middletown Springs and Shirley Brown of Melrose,
Mass.; and neices and nephews.

NEws BRIEFS

Many Winners in Maple Festival Raffle

The Maple Festival on March 26 was a great
success, thanks to Marilyn Trapeni and Fred Bradley
for their organizing and directing skills and to the many
people who helped out, including Diane and Mike
Conroy, Sarah Grimm, Bob Johnson, Richie Kniffin,
Patty and Matt Kenyon, Fran Krouse, Jon and
Kimberly Mathewson, Amanda and Rachel McKeen,
Joel Pliner, and David Wright. Bill Clark lectured on
the history of maple sugaring. Debbie Kniffin and the
homeschoolers displayed and demonstrated the
puppets they had created at a recent workshop at the
Historical Society. Many folks donated maple desserts,
sold erafts and gave items for the raffle. Raffle winners
were: Mariam Watson, $75; William Hadeka, $50; Greg
Brayton, pottery from Rising Meadow; Ruck Dunworth,
bowl from J.K.Adams; Bob Johnson, Clark’s specialty
foods; Kelly Parker, basket of products from Timeless
Traditions; Mrs. Giles, Fred Bradley's maple syrup;
and Mark Bushnell's Fred Bradley’s maple syrup.

Summer Intern

The Historical Society will have the services of an
intern from mid-June through mid-August thanks to a
grant from Vermont Museum and Gallery Alliance.

Jillian Adams, a graduate student in the Historie Pres-
ervation Department at Mary Washington College in
Fredenck»bmg, Virginia, will assist Registrar Jon
Mathewson and the Collections Management Commit-
tee. Assignments will include conservation, labeling and
storage of the textile and costume collection and to
accessioning of items into the collection. Volunteers are
welcome to help in this work.

History Expo 2000

The Society is preparing a booth for History Expo
2000, sponsored by Vermont Historical Society, at the
Tunbridge Fairgrounds, June 17-18. The Society will
display the story of A.W. Grays’ Sons Award of Merit,
given at the 1893 Columbian Exposition in Chicago. On
display will be the patent model of Gray’s horsepower
treadmill, Over 100 other historical societies and all ma-
jor Vermont museums will have exhibits in this first-
of-its-kind history gathering, which will also feature
food, erafts, performances and speakers. Look for an-
nouncements in local papers and plan to attend!

The Society will also contribute to a display by area
historical societies at Mill River High School June 2-16.
The exhibit in the school library will be the first dis-
play in a new library case built in memory of Cheryl
Gallus, who taught English at Mill River for 20 years
before her death last summer. The English department
at Mill River raised money for the glass front case.



Membership Information

Membership dues for 2000 were due in January.
Check your mailing label for current status.

Dues (Check one):

Individual $8.00 Contributing $25.00
Family $12.00 Individual Life $125.00
Business $50.00 Family Life $150.00

Send to: Joel Pliner, Treasurer
Middletown Springs Historical Society
P.O. Box 1126
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

+ Frisbie’'s History of Middletown is out of print.

+ Historic Architecture of Middletown Springs
pamphlet is available for $3, post paid.

+ Views Through Time: Driving through the Rutland
Region brochure is available for $2.50, post paid.

+ Vermont Museum, Galleries & Historic Places is
available for $11.50, post paid.

Donations to MSHS, a non-profit organization, are
tax deductible.

Business Members
Thanks to local businesses that have joined MSHS
under our “Business” membership category:

William Emberley—Antique Bottles & Collectibles
Green Mountain Timber Frames — Dan McKeen
Jim Marquis—Antiques Appraiser
Mintzer Brothers
Rob Ogus, Tree Surgeon
Southuview Arts—Digital Recording Studio
Stewarts Dairy

The MGHS Newsletter is published as many as four times a
year for members and friends of the Society. Comments and
manuscipts on subjects of interest are encouraged and should
be sent clo David Wright, editor.

RECENT ACQUISITIONS

At the Antiques Discovery workshop on January
27, Wilson and Susan (Thomas) Clark brought two
items to donate to the museum collection: a rocking
chair that was used on the porch of the Montvert hotel,
given in memory of David Orson Thomas and William
FrisbieThomas; and a silk shawl worn by Josepine Gray
Clark at her wedding on July 4, 1860.

The Society was the high bidder in a recent auetion
for a Middletown Healing Springs bottle with an
unusual paper label, “F.E. Gray, Boiled Apple Cider.”
At the turn of the last century, Fred Gray had a cider
mill, sawmill and iron foundry at a mill pond along the
Poultney River on land now owned by Priscilla Lane.
He had a sugarhouse off Montvert Rd. near Bud and
Anne Krouse’s, where he probably boiled cider in an
evaporator tomake cider jelly. “Boiled apple cider” was
likely cider which had been heated (pastuerized) so that
it would not ferment when sealed in the bottle. Today
we would call it apple juice. Thanks to the members
who have contributed more than half of the auction
price. Further donations are welcome!

The chair, shawl and bottle will be on display when
the museum opens on Memorial Day.

GENEAOLOGY ENQUIRY—Rexv. M. L. Brown

Society member Freida Jakobe is looking for
information about her grandparents, Rev. Marion
Lorenzo Brown and Edna Lucy Douglass Brown. They
had two sons, Roy H. and Milton B. and lived in
Middletown Springs from 1900-1903. Mrs. Jakobe is
interested in newspaper citations, school and church
records, and ephemera mentioning any of the family.
Please write to Mrs. Freida Jakobe, 223 Bedford, Apt.
6, Gardner, KS 66030-1167.

2000 EvEenTs

June 25 2-4 pm. Strawberry Festival
Sept. 17 6 p.m. Annual Meeting
Oct. 8 1-4pm. Apple Fesitval

Middletown Springs Historieal Society
P.O. Box 1126
Middletown Springs. V17 (05757
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Thank You...

During our winter fundraising eampaign the
Middletown Springs Historical Society received dona-
tions from the following members and friends. Thanks
as well to all who have renewed or upgraded their mem-
berships.

Botitle Acquisition
John & Vicki Arsenault
Richard & Betty Hruby
Robert Johnson
Jim Kopp
Doyle Lane
Diane Rosenmiller & Nicholas Seidner
Jonathan & Kimberly Mathewson
David P. Wright

Heritage Fund
William R. & Jean A. Matthews

In Memory of Herb Davison
Kay Avery
Robert L. Black
Elizabeth Brush
Julie F. & Peter Cooper
Frederick W. Hinkle
Margot B. Jacobs
Edmund W. Jones
W.0. Mashburn 111
Alfred K. Nippert, Jr.
Lee & Louise Pattison
Joyce Clark Reid
Marilyn & Richard H. Sheldon
Carl & Gerri Strauss
Anna & Robert Taggart
Steve Warm
Gwendolyn Wilder
David Wright & Mary Lou Willits

In Memory of Marion Geddes
Kay Avery
Fortnightly Club

In Memory of Hazel Grover
Hugh M. & Rena B. Brautigan
Howard D. & Muriel J. Corey
Fortnightly Club
Middletown Springs Garden Club
David P. Wright & Mary Lou Willits

In Memory of Ruth Krouse
Kay Avery
Middletown Springs Garden Club
Joel Pliner & Dawn Smith Pliner
David Wright

Museum Fund
Ann Story Chapter of DAR
Anna W. & F. Page Fenton
Gardner Hopwood
Thomas W. & Helen Jaeger
Gwendolyn Wilder
David P. Wright & Mary Lou Willits

Remember the Homeless
Cash Donations
Stanley & Maxine Garfinklel
Middletown Springs Garden Club

Unrestricted
Jere & Josephine Berger
Clayton & Margaret Fowler
William & Mary Gettel
Green Mountain College
Thomas A Hettinger
Bruce & Judy Hirshon
Jonathan & Kimberly Mathewson
Clifford & Kay Reed
Diane Rosenmiller & Nicholas Seidner
Paul Sakevich
Jeff & Gretzel Stansbury
Tastee Bakery
Roland Tanner & Jerusha McKee-Tanner

READ

The Communicator

Box 1134, Middletown Springs, VT 05757.

You can receive the monthly town newsletter with all the current and
pertinent news of Middletown Springs, including “At the the Historical
Society,” for a donation of $15 (or more). For a subseription or a sample issue
send a 55¢ stamped, self-addressed envelope to: The Communicator, P.O.




