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Grover-Blakely Donations Enhance Museum Collection

he Middletown
Springs Historical
Society Museum

collection has been greatly
increased in size, value and
depth by recent donations
: and
“Blakely family. A wealth
of material from the
Grover homestead in West
Tinmouth including furni-
ture, clothing and textiles,
agricultural and domestie
tools, photographs, diaries,

family members might
have access, where it
would be cared for and ap-
preciated. They were en-
couraged to know that the -
Middletown Springs His-
torieal Soeiety has a Col
lections Management
Poliey that clearly states
what the Society collects,
the standard of collections
sare to which it aspires,
and the contingeney for
the eventual disposition of

USR]y

business records and B B its collection in the un-
ephemera—part of a fam-  David Wright and Doyle Lane unload the Barrett side- likely event of the
11}' accumulation that board in Middletown Sp-]’lings_ SDClet:\_T'S dissolution.

spans two and a half cen-

They were impressed with

turies—has come to the Society thanks to the family’s
generosity and concern for the preservation of an ex-
traordinary legacy.

Hazel and Lucy Grover were born in 1890’s on the
farm purchase by their grandfather, Joshua P. Grover
in the 1850’s. Their father, Will Grover, grew up on the
farm and brought his wife, Katie Gray Grover there to
live. Their danghter, Lucy, married Robert Blakely in
1917 but returned to live at the Grover farm with her
children, Barbara, Paul and Donald, when Robert died

prematurely in 1926. Hazel returned to the farm in the

1960’ after aeareer in New York and, fogether with
Lucy, ran a florist shop in Rutland which Lucy had es-
tablished in1949. Lucy died in the 1983; Hazel died in

1999 at 103. Both were members ofithe Society and

Hazel served as a trustee and museum committee mem-
ber.

The trustees of Hazel’s and Lucy’s trusts, Paul
Blakely and Donald’s daughter, Alice Blakely Marsh,
and other relatives were faced with the imposing task
of sorting through thousands of items in numerous
rooms, atties, cellars, pantries, closets, sheds and barns
at the Grover homestead and deciding what to do with
them all. They were guided in part by Hazel’s wish to
give certain things to the Historical Society which re-
lated to Middletown Springs and her mother’s family,
the Grays, Barretts and Barkers. They eventually de-
cided, after careful thought, that they wanted to keep
together as much of the estate as possible that related
directly to the Grovers and Blakelys in a place Where

the Society’s facilities for storage and display, the com-
petence and experience of Collections Management
Committee members and the support resources avail-
able to the committee from the Vermont Museum and
Gallery Alliance, Vermont Historical Society, and nu-
merous museum professionals and mentors,

The most important item of furniture donated is a
curly maple and mahogany sideboard that was given to
Stephen and Eliza Barker Barrett by her father on the
occasion of their wedding in 1831. They lived at one time
in what is now the Historieal Society building. The side-
board passed to their daughter Juliet Barrett Gray. It
resided in the Gray home, an impressive brick house
built by Henry Gray in the 1830’s, which stood on the

‘corner’of Bast and South Streets until destroyed in the

fire of January 1920 which claimed three other buildings
(continued on page 2)

Welcome! New Members

ANNUAL MEMBERS
Kathy Doyle, Jim Graves & Family

UPGRADE T0 LIFE MEMBERSHIP
Dexter and Josette Davison, Pacolet, S.C.
NeEw LiFE MEMBERSHIPS

Paul Blakely, Hadley, N.Y.
Alice Blakely Marsh, Jericho, Vi.




A year of extraordinary activity continues at the
Historical Society.

In May, Alice Blakely Marsh and her uncle Paul
Blakely generously offered the Society unusual access
toitemsin the trusts of Hazel Grover and Lucy Grover
Blakely, for which they are the trustees. The Grover
homestead in West Tinmouth where Hazel and her sis-
ter, Lucy Grover Blakely, lived, has been in the family
since the 1850's and contained heirlooms that dated
back to the 18th century. An auction was planned for
early June and the property was to be listed with a
real estate ageney. The family had to decide what to
sell and what to keep from an enormous collection of
family history. Starting with a list ofitems that Hazel

connection to Middletown Springs, Paul and Alice de-
cided to offer an archive of family letters, papers, pho-
tographs and other ephemera that eventually filled
over 50 boxes. They reasoned that the Society was
the best organization and the best place to store, con-
serve; organize the material and make it available to
family members, researchers and the public. They
later included many pieces of clothing, furniture,
household items and tools which eould be directly at-
tributed to family members and ancestors.

We are enormously honored to accept this exten-
sive record of several related local families. We are
very grateful to Alice and Paul as well as other mem-
bers of the Grover and Blakely family for their gener-
osity, foresight and confidence in the Middletown
Springs Historical Society. Thanks, too, to Mary Lou
Willits who worked closely with the family, to Jon
Mathewson and Patty Kenyon for preliminary docu-
mentation of hundreds of items, to consultants Jackie
Calder of the Vermont Historical Society, Margaret
Spicer of the Hood Museum at Dartmouth College and
Phil Zea of Colenial Wiliamsburg, to Jim Marquis who

—Imdrtnought should-go to the-Seciety beeause of their

appraised the estate, to Jane O'Reilly for her deter-
mination at the auction, to those who donated many
auction items and money to purchase others, and to
Doyle Lane and Patty MeWilliams and Patty and Matt
Kenyon for help in moving everything to the museum.

The museum committee, meanwhile, continued
their project of creating an exhibit for the Vermont
History Expo, held at the Tunbridge Fairgrounds on
the weekend of June 17-18. A.W. Gray and Sons
Horsepower Manufactory was the subject of this pro-
fessional display, now on exhibit in our own museum,
including an award certificate from the 1893
Columbian Expositon, a working scale model of a
treadmill, made by A.W. Gray, catalogues, photo-
graphs and billheads and a grain bagging stand made
at the factory. Thanks to Doyle Lane for his truck and
moving expertise as well as Mary Lou Willits and Jon
Mathewson for preparing the exhibit, to Ken Pohlman,
exhibit designer at Middlebury College for the loan of
a display ease, and Patty Kenyon for help at the Expo. |

At Tunbridge we were introduced to Jillian Adams
who was to be our museum intern for the next eight
weeks. Jillian, a graduate student in Museum Studies,
had applied for the position through a Vermont Museum
and Gallery Alliance (VMGA) grant program which
matched three interns with five eligible Vermont mu-
seums and historical societies. The timing of Jillian's
internship fit well with the Collection Management
Committee’s efforts to prepare for the renovation of
the museum storage facilities (on hold as we continue
our fundraising), to continue the conservation and acces-
sioning of the textiles and costumes already in our collec-
tion, and to accommodate the wealth of new items ac-
quired from the Grover-Blakely family. Jillian was a
spark plug and a work horse who inspired and challenged
our committee and several new volunteers to great ac-
complishment. We couldn’t have done it without her.

It has been an intensely busy suumer for MSHS
and we have a lot to show for it. Come see for yourself
at the Apple Festival, on any Sunday afternoon
‘through October or at any time by appointment.

(Grover-Blakely, cont. from page 1)

opposite the Park. The sideboard was saved and given
to Juliet’s daughter Katie Gray Grover, mother of Ha-
zel and Lucy. Eighty years later and 169 years after
its appearance as a wedding gift, the sideboard returned
to its early home at the Historical Society. In return-
ing to Middletown Springs, it rode for the first time in
a motorized vehicle.

Some items donated by the family have been dis-
played previously at the museum. One is a colorful
beaded sash, presumably made by a Native American,
and owned by Eastus Barker of Tinmouth when he was
Sheriff of Rutland County, 1800-1813. Another item
previously seen is a tea cup, part of a set that Mabel
Thompson of Wallingford, Conn., purchased in 1784.at
the pottery in Norwich, Conn., and carried home on
horseback. Exhibited earlier and donated now by Bar-
bara Blakely, are two dolls with painted china heads
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and original clothing which had belonged to Alice J.
Gates (1844-1919) of Middletown Springs.

Of particular importance to the museum collection
are two domestic machines attributed to Eugene Gray
(1829- 1902), husband of Juliet Barrett Gray. A wooden
butterchurn is marked as having been manufactured
by E. W. Gray; a wooden washing machine is unmarked.
These items join other E.W. Gray products in the mu-
seum collection including a cheese press, a horsedrawn
seed planter and a corn sheller. Among the photographs,
tintypes and daguerreotypes and charcoal portraits do-
nated are at least six images of Eugene Gray at various
ages.

Other items notable for their age and fine condition
are a set of “blue and white” bed hangings, sewn and
.embroidered by Mabel Thompson in 1780 at the age of
13;and a whalebone corset or “stays” from about 1750.

(continued on page 3)



(continued from page 2)

Many articles of clothing are marked with the names of
the owners and occagions, such as a wedding, when they
were worn. One bright maroon plaid dress worn by
Juiliet B.Gray at her wedding was remade by her daugh-
ter Katie for a party dress. Juliet’s wedding photo
records the original appearance of the dress. A man’s
linen duster is noted as worn by Will Grover when he
drove his Oldsmobile.

In a vast accumulation of photographs, letters, busi-
ness records and ephemera from the extended family,
which have been only briefly reviewed at this time,
many items stand out: A portrait of Will Grover’s,
horses harnessed to sleighs and sleds, verifies entries
in both Hazel’s and Lucy’s diaries that a photographer
had visited the farm to photograph the teams. Another
photograph show Hazel sitting in a child’s wagon to
which a goat is harnessed. The wagon was also do-
nated to the Historical Society.

The extensive collection of items from the Grover
homestead will be the source for future exhibits at the
museum. It will be useful to researchers interested in

extensive first hand information on generations of a
Vfarrnont family. It has greatly enhanced the collection
of the Historieal Society.

2000 EvEnTs

Sept. 17 6 p.m.

Annual Meeting Potluck dinner

T p.m. Business Meeting
7:30 p.m.  Slide Lecture by Mike Bradley
Oct.8 1-4p.m. Apple Festival & Library

Book Sale

Notice of Annual Meeting

ike Bradley, surveyor and historian, wil
M address the Historical Society Annual Meet-

ing on Sunday, September 17. There will be a
pot luck supper at 6 p.m. and the lecture at 7:30 p.m.

NEws BRIEFS

Anna Fenton Receives Gold-Headed Cane
At this year’s Memorial Day celebration, the Town
honored Anna Fenton as its oldest citizen. In a
tradition which dates back to 1907 when Alpheus
Haynes was likewise acclaimed, Selectboard Chair-
man Henry Gerberding presented the Gold-Headed
Cane, inscribed “To the oldest person of Middletown
Springs, Vt., In Trust” to Anna, the 32nd recipient.
Herb Davison, the previous honoree, died February
26,2000. '
Anna, who will be 94 on October 8, has spent most
of her years on the family farm on Spruce Knob Road
established by Joseph Spaulding in 1783. The farm
passed from Joseph to his son Asabel, then to his
grandson William Spaulding. William’s adopted son,
John Whifmore, inherited the farm and left it to his
daughter, Anna Fenton. Active in 4H, Grange and
the Community Church over the years, Annais well
known for her predictions of the seasonal weather
based on time-tested observation of nature’s signs.

Jillian Adams Ends Productive Internship

Jillian Adams completed her eight-week internship
at the Historical Society on August 10.

Working with Registrar Jon Mathewson, Collections
Management Committee Chair Mary Lou Willits and
volunteers including Nan Gilmour, Patty Kenyon,
Priscilla Lane, Winsome Moran, Amanda McKeen, Jane
(O'Reilly, Diane Rosenmiller, Nora Rubinstein, Nicho-
las Seidner and David Wright, Jillian made major
progress with the clothing portion of the museum’s tex-
tile collection. Over 200 items have been cleaned, la-
beled and prepared for storage. Padded hangers, mus-
lin dust covers and archival boxes protect items dating

from the 1750 to 1960. Accession records have been
reconciled, updated and entered into a computer.

A recent highlight of Jillian's project was the visit
of consultant Margaret Spicer, a clothing expert from
the Hood Museum at Dartmouth College, who helped
identify and date many undocumented pieces in the col-
lection. Among the wealth of material donated in June
by the Grover-Blakely family, Margaret discovered an
18th Century whalebone corset in good condition.

A Bellows Falls resident, Jillian has returned to
graduate school at Mary Washington University in Vir-
ginia. Thanks so much, Jillian, and the best of luck in
your career in museum work!

Strawberry Festival is Berry Delicious

Local strawberries were almost impossible to find
due to cold rainy weather-bat-Black River Produce
came through on the Friday before Strawberry Festi-
val. Sunny skies and fine organization by Patty Kenyon
were respongible for a strong turnout on Sunday an al-
most flawless production of the 25th edition of the an-
nual event. The local acoustic trio “Alias Gace,” Darcy
Gannon, Melissa Chesnut-Tangerman and Don Martin
sang and played, their microphones powered by the
Solar Roller, a portable array of panels loaned by
Solarfest. Jillian Adams was on hand to demonstrate
the textile conservation project she had recently be-
gun as summer museum intern.

Patty’s crew of volunteers included her daughter
Haley and husband Matt, Cerridwin Bertsche, Fred
Bradley, Dorine DeVries, Ann Halliday, Lueille Horkan
and daughter Emily, Bob Johnson, Debbie and Randy
Kniffin, Fran Krouse, Amanda MeKeen, Linda Peavy,
Nora Rubingtein, Jason and Bonnie Simeock, Ursula
Smith, Mary Lou Willits & David Wright. Proceeds for
this year's event were over $500.



Remembering the Korean War — 50 Years Later

A Commemoration to Middletown Springs Veterans Who Served in Korea

The 38th parallel had been established by the World
War IT allies to accept the surrender of Japanese troops
(The Soviet Union controlledNorth Korea above the
38th parallel, the United States briefly controlled South
Korea below the 38th parallel) with the agreement be-
tween the allies that free elections someday would be
held for the entire country.

Elections were not held in the North. Kim II Sung
who had been an officer in the Russian Army during
World War II was installed as the leader in North Ko-
rea. In South Korea, however, Sigmun Ree (who had
been imprisoned by the Japanese during their 40 years
of occupation of Korea) was elected President.

On bunda‘,r. June 25, 1950, North Korean troops pro-

attacked South Korea acroqq'the 38th parallel. The

United Nations called on member nations to come to
the defense of South Korea. Ultimately, twenty-two
nations fought or furnished field hospitals for South
Korea. The United States alone suffered over 54,000
dead, over 107,000 wounded, over 8,200 missing in ac-
tion, and 319 prisoners of war not returned during the
war June 25, 1950-July 27, 1953. Since then there has
been a truce with repeated acts of aggression on the
part of North Korea.

The following is our salute to some of the veterans
of the war in Korea who joined the armed forces from
Middletown Springs.

— Bob Johnson, bth Air Force, Korea.
January 1951 to March 1952

Robert Johnson has lived in Middletown Springs for
many years. He is a Colonel in the United States Air
Force Auxiliary and a trustee of the Middletown
Springs Historical Society.

Others Who Served in Korea

In addition to active service in Korea, these men
were obligated to serve for a period totaling up to eight
vears in the U. S. Army Reserve under the Universal
Military Training and Service Aet.

Others who served in Korea and who joined from
Middletown Springs are David Butterfield, Montpelier;
thelate Horry G, Kenyon Jr., Middletown Springs; the
late Frederick W. Schenker, Jr., Florida; and the late
Henry C. Bigelow, Ret. A. F. Col.; Middletown Springs.
Two of our veterans were recipients of the Purple
Heart—William F. Ray and Frederick W. Schenker, Jr.

A granite monument and bronze tablet was installed
on the Park in 1985 to commemorate all the Korean
Veterans of Middletown Springs listed in the official
Roster of Vermonters in the Korean War, 1950-1955. A
copy of the directory is on file at the Town Clerk’s of-
fice. This year, only the Korean War veterans who
served between June 25, 1950, and July 27, 1953, are
being honored.

— Franees B. Krouse, Trustee, MSHS

William Ray

I entered the U. S. Army on
7 January 1953, at Fort Devens,
Massachusetts, From there, I
went to Indian Town Gap,
Pennsylvania, for basic train-
ing. After basic, I was sent to
Korea and was stationed on the
front lines of Pork Chop Hill.

I subsequently was
wounded in action and was air-
lifted to a hospital in Japan. I
was awarded the Korean Ser-
vice Medal with one bronze
star, the United Nations Service Medal, and a Purple
Heart, a National Defense Service Medal.

When I recovered, I was sent back to the States and
was stationed at Fort Hamilton, New York. My separa-
tion papers were issued in New York on 6 October 1954.

— William F. Ray
US 51197296

This photograph was
taken when I was
nducted.

Bill Ray lives in Rutland.
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Richard
“Dick” Parker

[ entered the U. 8.
| Army on 2 March 1953.
1 was first stationed at
Fort Devens, Massa-
chusetts. From Fort
Devens, I was reas-
signed to Fort Dix,
New Jersey, where [
received my basic training. After that, 1 was shipped
out to Korea where I spent the next eighteen months
with the 37th Field Artillery Battalion, 2nd Division.
In Korea, I went to Radio School where I was
trained in the International Morse Code. My job con-
sisted of radio transmissions and switchboard opera-
tions while on active duty. When 1 returned to the
States, I was separated from the service on 7.January 1955.

— Richard W. Parker
US 51203169

Dick Parker lives on Burdock Avenue in Middletown
Springs and is a Historical Society member.

Heve Lam at my radio-
command post.




Theron *“Bud”
Krouse

[ entered the U.S. Army on
2 December 1952, at Fort
Devens, Massachusetts. Shortly
after, I was reassigned to Fort
Leonard Wood, Missouri, where
I received my basic training. Af-
ter basic, I was sent to Engi-
neering Schoolin Virginia. Upon

completion of that phase of my

training, I was deployed to Ko-
rea. In Korea, I went to I Corps
Non-Commissioned Officers
Academy where I received lead-
ership training and command tactics.

When I returned to my unit, I was given new re-

Here I am in front
of the bombed ot
capitol in Seoul.

—sponsibilities and -was-advanced tonon=-commissioned

officers rank. This was about a year after I was called to

active duty. My unit received a Presidential Unit citation.

My most significant duty assignments were 1319 HG

and HQ 5lst Signal BN. I was separated from the Army
at Camp Kilmer, New Jersey, on 19 November 1954.

— Theron R. Krouse

US 51197053

Bud lives on Montvert Road in Middletown Springs and
is a permanent trustee of the Historical Society.

Art Krouse

1 entered the U, S.
Army on 5 November
1952, at Fort Devens,
Massachusetts, From
there, I went to Indian
Town Gap, Pennsylva-
nia, for basice training. I
shipped out from Fort
Lewis, Washington, to
Korea via Yokohama,
Japan, where [ was sent
to Camp Drake to be re-
assigned to a Korean unit. I disembarked from my ship
by a heavy netting placed over the side and by climb-
ing down to a landing craft.

I was assigned to the Tth Infantry Division, 82nd

Regiment H Company and then T was attached to a
machine gun platoon, lst Section, Second Squad.
After several weeks I advanced to second gunner and
then to first gunner, I did this job until the cease fire at
2200 hours on 27 July 1953. I fought in my sector in the
battle of Pork Chop. The losses of life were very heavy
during this battle. I was a squad leader.

I received my separation papers on 17 August 1954,
in New Jersey. — Arthur E. Krouse
US 51196565

I am on the left, the other
soldiers were buddies.

Art Krouse lives in East Poultney.

Mary Lou Willits Appointed Director of Slate Valley Museum

Mary Lou Willits, Chair of the MSHS Collections
Management Committee, assumed the duties of Direc-
tor of the Slate Valley Museum in Granville, N.Y. on
August 1. Hired by the museum’s board from a group
of four finalists, Mary Lou succeeds Suzanne Rappaport.

The five-year-old museum exhibits and interprets the

technical and social history of the slate industry that

straddles the Vermont-NewYork border from Rupert to
Fair Haven. The collection, housed in a recycled 19th
Century Dutch Barn across the Mettawee River from the
Pember Museum and Library, displays toolsand artifacts
from local slate quarries and mills, items from the §
history of the Welsh and other ethnic cultures of the slate
industry workers and their families, and contemporary
photographs of many quarries and quarry workers.

A native of South Dakota, Mary Lou has enjoyed a
diverse eareer in business and non-profit work. She
has directed the Camps and Conferences program at
Castleton State College and the Women’s Small Busi-

ness Project program in Rutland. She was Director of

the Black RiverAcademy Museum in Ludlow and Edu-
cation Director for the Vermont State Crafts Center at
Frog Hollow in Middlebury. Most recently she coordi-
nated the travel arrangements for noted business mo-
tivational speaker, Tom Peters. Mary Lou has served

on the Vermont Museum and Gallery Alliance Board

for the past six years and is a VMGA mentor to small
museums and historical societies. She continues to be
instrumental in the ongoing textile management project
at the MSHS. She resides with her husband, David
Wright, in the Montvert Bungalow.

Vermont History Expo 2000 a Hit

The Society was one of over 80 local historical societ-
ies who, along with numerous Vermont museums, partici-
pateddn Vermont History Expo 2000, produced by the
Vermont Historieal Society. Thousands came to the two-
day festival at the historic home of the Tunbridge World's
Fair to see and hear “Vermont’s story as told by the keep-
ers of its treasures and traditions.” In addition to the many
exhibits of local history, (the Society’s display told the story
of A.W.Gray’s horsepower treadmill), Expo-goers could
visit a Civil War re-enactors’ encampment, a geneaology
resource center, and a restored one-room schoolhouse.
They could bring a quilt for documentation, browse a show
of traditional eraft demonstrations and products, hear and
see music and dancing from many local traditions, and Lis-
ten to several noted lecturers and historians, including
Middletown Springs’ own Ursula Smith and Linda Peavy.
The event was so decidedly a success that plans are al-
ready under way for Vermont History Expo 2001.
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| Membership Information

Membership dues for 2000 were due in January.
Check your mailing label for current status.

Dues (Check one):

Individual $8.00 Contributing $25.00
Family $12.00 Individual Life $125.00
Business $50.00 Family Life $150.00

Send to: Joel Pliner, Treasurer
Middletown Springs Historical Society
P.O. Box 1126
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

+ Frisbie’s History of Middletown is out of print.
+ Historic Architecture of Middletown Springs
pamphlet is available for $3, post paid.

+ Views Through Time: Driving through the Rutland

Region brochure is available for $2.50, post paid.
+ Vermont Museum, Galleries & Historic Places is
available for $11.50, post paid.

Donations to MSHS, a non-profit organization, are
tax deductible.

Business Members
Thanks to local businesses that have joined MSHS
under our “Business” membership category:

William Emberley—Antique Bottles & Collectibles
Green Mountain Timber Frames — Dan McKeen
Jim Marquis—Antiques Appraiser
Mintzer Brothers
Southview Arts—Digital Recording Studio
Stewarts Dairy

The MSHS Newsletter is published as many as four timee a
year for members and friends of the Society. Comments and
mantiscipts on subjects of interest are encouraged and should
be sent clo David Wright; editor.

c In Memoriam 3

JANE Knapp GErOW, 82, died April 14, 1999 in Pasadena,
California. Born to Waldo Gray Knapp and Mary Worthen
Knapp in Hanover, New Hampshire. She was the
grandaughter of A.W. Gray. Jane grew up in Middletown
Springs and attended local schools. She was graduated
from The Wheelock School in Boston in 1938 and taught
in elementary school before moving to Pasadena in 1944
where she worked at CalTech. There she met and mar-
ried Russell T. Gerow. After raising three children she
worked for 15 years as manager for the Southern Califor-
nia School Band and Orchestra Association and later for
a law firm until her retirement.

Jane was active in the San Marinoe Congregational
Church and the local PTA. She was a member of the
MSHS, She is survived by a danghter, Ann; and two sons:
Steve and Mike.

JosEPHINE M. OLsEwsKI, 89, died July 21 at her home in
Middletown Springs. She was born in New York City
where she attended high school and received an
Associate's Degree in Business. She moved to Middletown
Springs in 1972 with her husband, Roland Olsewski. He
died in 1983, Josie was a member of the Garden Club and
a Life Member of the Historical Society. She volunteered
at the Rutland Regional Medical Center. She is survived
by two sons, Edward and Roland; a sister; Helen Koch:
several grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Thank You . ..

Blakely -Grover Auction
Anonymous
Nan Gilmour
Stan & Maxine Garfinkle
Patty & Matt Kenyon

Bottle Acquisition
Randy Kniffin

In Memory of Herb Davison
Betty Sue Colopy
Dexter & Josette Davison

Jane O'Reilly
Fred Bradley & Unrestricted
Marilyn Trapeni E. Alfred Herberich
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