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Hazel Gets Her Goat

On January 1, 1907
ten-year-old Hazel Grover
and her older sister Lucy
began diaries in identi-
cal composition books.
Perhaps they were given
these books for Christ-
~_mas or agreed to keep
diaries as a school project.
(They both stopped writ-
ing on May 14th). Al-
though we do not know
why the sisters decided to
keep simultaneous dia-
ries, the coincidence gives |
a rare stereoscopic view @
of Vermont farm family
life at the beginning of the 20th Century. The events of
late April 1907 are a nice example.

AprIL 20TH, SAT.

Lucy:Helped Mama about the work. Papa went
over to the sugar house about 4 o'clock A.M. and
boiled till noon, Hazel & I carried his breakfast over
to him. This P.M. we all went over to Lena’s. Were
there to supper and came away 8.45. Mr. Lilly had an
Angora goat and he sent it by train to Papa for Hazel.
Mr. Clemons got it from the train and kept it for us.
We brought it home. Didn’t get home till 10.30.

Hazel: Papa went over to the sugar house about
four o’clock this morning. I carried his breakfast
over to him. In the afternoon we went over to Mr.
Clemons. Mr. Lilly had brought the goat over there.
We brought him home with us. Lena, Lucy and I
hitched him up. He turned the the cart over.

ApRrIL 218T, SUN.

Lucy: Stayed at home and rested. There were no
services in our church . Sun shone but wind has
blown hard. H. has exercised the Billy goat a little.
Mrs. Cook was here, also baby, we went back with
her. I undressed Alice. tried to get her to sleep but
didn’t. Have got some more trailing arbutus.

Hazel: 1 played with Billy the goat and went over
to the west barn with Papa. 1 am pretty tired.

APRIL 22ND, MON.
Lucy: Stayed at home to help Mama. I shan’t ever

miss 1 or 2 weeks of
school for I don't learn
much any way. All old
studies. We washed
and ironed also got
parlor chamber ready
to clean. Ellen is
coming over tomorrow
to help. Papa has been
‘| to G-. He brought some
| oranges home. Wind
1 has blown a gale.
Hazel: 1 went to
school. But Lucy didn't.
She stayed home and
helped Mama. I hitched
up Billy. He tipped me
over and skinned my elbow. Dillon stayed here a while
tonight and played. Ellen has been here helping Mama.

Photo courtesy ol Alice Blakely Marsh

Apri 23rp, TuEs.

Lucy: Ellen came over and we cleaned the parlor-
chamber, but didn’t get it settled. Mama has some
Fiber matting to put down. It is a rug and Papa didn't
get enough filling so have got to wait a while. Lovely
day till about 4 o'clock. Warm. Rains now. Sowed
some Aster seeds. Papa went to G-. He is drawing
potatoes for Mr. McCoy.

Hazel: I went to school. I went over to Dillons to
night and played. Ellen has been here helping mama.

APRIL 24TH, WED.

Luey: Rained and the wind blew all this a.m. but
this p.m. it cleared off and sun shone. Papa went to
M-. to the annual meeting of the Tele(phone) people.
Ellen came over this a.m. to clean, was here to
dinner. Papa brought H. a harness for the goat, also
cart and thills (shafts between which an animal is
harnessed).

Hazel: 1T went to school. Ellen has been here to
day. Papa has been to Middlebury and when he came
back he brought a goat harness and wagon. The
headstall had bits and lines. And the harness side
straps and tugs. I have been may flowering.

APRIL 25TH, THURS.
Lucy: Pleasant this morning but clouded up and
(cont. on page 4)



PRESIDENT’S CORNER Bt RRGT0!

Annual Meeting 2001 marks a year of
accomplishments, and also of challenges at the
Society .

As detailed elsewhere in this issue of the
Newsletter, we presented an attractive exhibit on
the Montvert and the Mineral Springs at the
Vermont History Expo 2001. We launched our new
web site, republished the Frisbie on CD ROM, and
set to work publishing a Maple cookbook. Our
annual events—the Apple Festival in October 2000,
Antiques Discovery Day in January, the Maple
Festival in March and July’s Strawberry Festival—
were successful fundraisers as well as fun for all
who helped and attended. We sponsored significant
projects to preserve and make available town and
church records, We won a $1,000 grant from the
Vermont Museum and Gallery Alliance to build new
shelving for our Museum Storage Room.

And we were presented with financial chal-
lenges as well. The fifteen- year- old furnace in the
front of our historic building had to be replaced at
the cost of over $4500. The cost of fuel oil nearly
doubled during last winter to almost $1500. Our
budget for the past year projected a deficit of over

$5000, even with such austerity measures as
dropping a $500 stipend for our volunteer curator.

The proceeds of our successful fundraising
events and the increased generosity of many of our
members helped us cut that deficit in half by the end
of the fiscal year.

Another challenge was our failure to get a
National Endowment for The Humanities (NEMA)
grant of $5,000 for improvements to our Museum
Storage Room. Of the five grants we have applied for
in the past two years for museum storage, we have
been awarded only the VMGA grant mentioned above.

Patience 1is surely a virtue of historians
especially. By nature, we accept the necessity of
having to wait sometimes Our building, the Adams
House, has been in the process of restoration for the
almost the entire 32 year history of the Historical
Society. But we would like to get at least enough of
it restored so that we can safely and professionally
store and care for our collection.

Please keep this in mind when you receive an
Annual Giving appeal at the end of 2001. We hope
you can help us preserve the history we all care
about so much.

NEWS BRIEFS

New Hampshire Man
Donates A.W. Gray
Artifacts

The Society has
retreived a generous do- |
nation from Ted Perrin of
Tilton, New Hampshire.
Last year he sent photos
of some mysterious blue-
painted wooden objectss
he found in his barn, some
of which have the name
“AW.Gray's Sons,
Middletown, Vermont”
stencilled on them. We
were able to identify them
as parts of a horsepower
treadmill and a drag saw.
After some consideration, Mr. Perrin decided to offer
the parts to the Middletown Springs Historical
Society.

Emmett Francois and David Wright drove to
Tilton in a heavy duty pickup truck, loaned by Larry
Roach, and brought back the donation, which will be
on display at the Apple Festival.

Society Exhibits at Vermont History Expo 2001
At the second Vermont History Expo, attended

Emmett Francois

by over 10,000 people on the weekend of June
23-24, the Society presented an exhibit on
the Montvert Hotel and Mineral Springs
including photographs and artifacts. On
display were two chairs from the Montvert
porch, one donated by Susan Thomas Clark
and the other acquired from the Grover -
Blakely estate. Also shown were a selection
of Middletown mineral water bottles, a chair,
menu and china used in the Montvert dining
room, several Montvert brochures and many
Dana Carpenter photographs of the hotel
and its employees and guests . Ninety local
historical societies and many museums from
around the state participated in the Expo,
along with historians, geneaologists,
reenactors and craftsmen. The Montvert
exhibit is now on display in Historical
Society Museum, which is open from 2-4 p.m.
through October and by appointment.

Historical Society Web Site is On-Line
The Society joined the World Wide Web in late
August with the debut of its internet web site at
www.members.tripod.com/middletownspringshs.
The site can also be located through any major
search engine by its domain name,
MiddletownSpringsHistoricalSociety.org . The web
site contains a brief history of Middletown Springs
(cont. on page 3)



(cont.from page 2)

and photos of the Middletown
Springs Historic District as well
as information about the Society.
Visitors can view some of the items
in the collection, learn about Society
events, how to join and to contact
the Society. Current and back
issues of the Newsletter will also be
able to be viewed on line. Thanks to
Craig Smith and Rob Hayward,
summer intern at the Slate Valley
Museum, for their work.

Maple Cookbook Will Be a
Society Fundraiser

Kimberley Mathewson and a
committee of Middletown Springs
residents will soon begin compil-
ing recipes for a Historical Society
Maple Cookbook . Scheduled for
publication before the March 2002
Maple Festival, the cookbook will
contain tested recipes contributed
by members of the Society and
members of the Middletown
Springs community. It will be
illustrated with antique post
cards showing maple sugaring in
Vermont, many of which were
donated to the Society by Ann
Spencer in memory of her son
John “Mitch” Spencer. If you have
a maple recipe you would like to
share, or if you would like to
reserve a copy, please let
Kimberley know in a note sent
care of the Historical Society.

Church Records on Microfilm

The records of the Congrega-
tional Society of Middletown
(later Middletown Springs), Ver-
mont, as well as some miscella-
neous records of the Methodist,
Baptist and Episcopal Churches,
will soon be available on microfilm
from the State of Vermont thanks
to members of the Community
Church and of the Middletown
Historical Society. The project to
inventory and microfilm the docu-
ments was proposed by genealo-
gists Dawn Hance and dJoann
Nichols as a way to encourage
preservation of the material and
make it more readily available to
researchers. The Congregational

Lampshades for Sale Feature Historic
Middletown Views

The Society has
commisioned Judy Lake of
Lake’s Shades in Pawlet to
create an attractive
fundraising item for the
museum gift shop, just in
time for the Holiday Sea-
son. Judy’s creation in-
cludes copies of 12 antique
Middletown Springs post
cards, including images of
the Montvert Hotel, The
A.W. Gray Horsepower
Shop, the 1904 grade
school, the Hoadley Civil
War monument, the Min-
eral Spring House, Main
Street before and after the
1920 fire, Julia Adams,
Crocker Clift and more.

This beautiful lamp-
shade stands about 7
inches high , is 10 inches
across at the base and 5
inches at the top and attaches to for $48 plus shipping. To ensure
the standard sized bulb of a small delivery for Holiday giving, order
table or wall lamp. It is available early.

(News Briefs, cont.)

records are stored at the Community Church and the other material is
in the Historical Society collection. The Board of the Congregational
Society and Board President Nan Gilmour responded to the request by
giving the necessary permisssion and by commissioning Jon
Mathewson, Historical Society curator, to prepare an inventory. The
records were transported to the Public Records facility in Middlesex by
Joann Nichols and Phil Crossman, former pastor of the Community
Church. The microfilming of these records is being paid for through a
grant from the Genealogical Society of Vermont. For information about
how to obtain copies of the microfilms, please contact the Middletown
Historical Society.

2001 EveNnTsS

Sunday, September 23 6 p.m. Annual Meeting

Saturday, October 6 1-4 p.m. Apple Festival
& Library Book
Sale




(cont. from page 1)
has been dreary and dismal all day. Rained since 4
o'clock some of the time hard but mostly sprinkles.
Papa went to G- again. We all went to meet him.
Mama and I made some sash-curtains for sitting-
room this P.M. Mrs. Cook was over here. Let cattle
out at west barn for papa.

Hazel: I went to school. I talked with Lena. I am
ahead in arithmetic. Mrs. Cook was over here. I went
down to the brook it is pretty high.

APRIL 26TH, FRI.

Lucy: It set in this morning again and has rained
all day, is raining now. We did our Sats. work to-day
because I've got to go and have my teeth fixed.
Painted the back stairs down. Papa made tub sugar.
Mama don’t feel a bit well.

Hagzel: 1 went to school. Miss St. Mary did not go
home. I have found Topsy’s kitten. It is gray and has got
one eye open. My goat has been tied on the barn floor.

AprIL 27TH, SAT.

Lucy: Alovely day. Real warm. Went to have my
teeth filled. The front one he left till a bit later. It is
the one I've had such a time with. Mama went, too.
H- went with Papa to M-.

Hazel: T went to Middletown with Papa. He went
after a load of sawdust. Lucy and Mama went to
Granville to have Lucy's teeth fixed.

APRIL 28TH, SUN.

Lucy: Went to church. Stayed to Grandma’s to
dinner. Hazel and I went to Poultney with Aunt
Ellen to take Henry back. (Cousin Henry Gray was a
student at Troy Conference Academy in Poultney.)
Collene wasn’'t there. We had supper there and
Henry came back as far as East P- with us. Mama
staid up up with us to go to the church. Had
steriopticon views of missionary work. We were late
but Mama and Grandma went early.

Hazel: Lucy & Mama & I went to Poultney with
Aunt Ellen and Henry. Collene was not there. She
had gone down to the lake. We saw some moving
pictures at church.

APRIL 29TH, MoON.

Lucy: Helped Mama wash. Haven't felt well.
Nice day. Papa went to G- to get phosphate. We went
to meet him. Finished painting a few things.

Hazel: I went to school but Lucy did not go. I went
to meet papa. He went to Granville after a load of
fertilizer.

AprriL 30TH, TuEs.

Lucy: Sun has shown nearly all day but has been
cloudy and I guess it it’s going to rain. Papa took
Charlie Raymond with him to Rutland. He has
probably had a big time. Have just got back. Ellen
came, helped clean halls. Got them all done except
putting stair-carpet down. Papa has begun plowing
some. A new family has moved into Mr. Sennetts
tenement house. Wood is their name. Am studying
Physical Geo. some as tho I went to school.

Hazel: Papa went to Rutland. He took Charlie
Raymond with him. I went (to) school.

May 1, WED.

Lucy: Nice day. Helped Mama. Went over to Mrs.
Cook’s this P.M. with Mama. Cut out my skirt
pattern for Lena. H- and some of school went may
flowering. Mr. Leonard has come to make cheese,
board’s at Mr. Cook’s. Am going to take music lessons
of Miss Stoolfire in G-. She asks $.75 for % hour but
she is the best there is in the country and I am
perfectly delighted.

Hazel: 1 went mayflowering. I went to school.
Lucy & Mama went over to Mrs. Cooks.

Lucy married Robert Blakely and bore three
children, Donald, Paul and Barbara. When Robert
died in 1926 she and the children moved back to the
family farm in West Tinmouth to live with her
parents,Katie and Will Grover. Lucy died in 1983.

Hazel went to Middlebury College, worked as a
chemist in a silk factory, pursued a graduate career
in microscopy. She retired to West Tinmouth to live
with Lucy. Hazel died in 1999 at the age of 103.

Welcome! New Members

ANNUAL MEMBERS
Andy Powers, Raleigh, N.C.
Eli Prouty, Grafton
Nancy Weaver, Middletown Spings

BusiNnEss MEMBERS
Archideck, Sarah Grimm, Middletown Springs

CoMPLIMENTARY MEMBERS
Nancy and Charles Barrett, Middletown Springs
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Festival Pleases
Strawberry Lovers

Fair weather and abundant berries favored the
presentation of the 26th Annual Strawberry
Festival, the Society’s principal fundraising event on
July 1. Priscilla Lane provided over 30 dozen biscuits
to go with the ninety quarts of fresh strawberries,
nine gallons of ice cream and eight quarts of
whipping cream, which a crew of enthusiastic
volunteers transformed into over 200 servings of the
delicious summertime treat. Thanks especially to
Patty Kenyon and Joel Pliner for their organizing
efforts.



& In Memoriam

GEORGIABELLE TAYLOR MaAIDA, 86, died May 15 in
Hampton, Va. Born in Tinmouth, Mrs. Maida grew
up in Middletown Springs, was graduated from
Simmons College in Boston and worked as a
children’s librarian at New York Public Library. She
was married for 58 years to Francis X.Maida, who
died in 1995.

She was active in many organizations in the
Hampton area and was a member of the Middletown
Springs Historical Society for many years.

Survivors include two daughters, Naney Hoffman
and Susan Kirk:; a son, Edward T. Maida; two
sisters,Winifred Stevens, and Jean Lofgren; and
seven grandchildren.

s k?')g
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CHESTER S.Rostowskl, 83, died April 23 in Rutland.
Born in Florence, Chet married Charlotte
Wysolmerski in 1951. He was a dairy farmer in
Middletown Springs, owning and operating Maple
Lane farm on West Street.

Chet served the town for many years as a
planning commisioner and selectman, and was an
active member of St. Anne Church. A long time
member of the Historical Society, Chet was a trustee
from 1977-1979, serving as vice-president and
president.

He is survived by his wife, Charlotte of
Middletown Springs; two daughters, Charlene
Rostowski-Beebe of Bailiebor, Ontario, and Mary
Ann Carmichael of Newburgh, N.Y.; a son, Benjamin
Rosko, of Rutland; and five grandchildren.

Emmett Francois

In Honor Of . ..

Historical Society president David Wright, as-
sisted by Bernie Bischoff and Joe King, help
Middletown Springs Elementary School students
place flags on the graves of verterans of the Revo-
lutionary War, the War of 1812, and the Ciuvil
War a few days before Memorial Day. The flags
were donated by trustee Col. Robert Johnson.

Society Members Prepare
Index for Early Town Records

Society members Dawn Hance and Joann
Nichols have combined their talents to produce an
index for the first two books of Middletown records.
The two handwritten volumes from the late 1700's
containing a variety of information, including deed
descriptions , births, deaths and marriages, and the
identifying marks cut into the ears of cattle. had
never been indexed.

Working from microfilm copies obtained from the
State Division of Public Records, Dawn (in Rutland)
prepared a long-hand summary of the information,
which Joann (in Brattleboro) then transcribed on her
word processor. Patty Kenyon checked numerous
illegible words against the original manuscripts in
the Town Office and the corrected print copies were
returned to Joann. A word processing program on
Joann’s computer will produce the actual index by
putting all of the individual entries into alphabetical
order.

Print copies of the index will be filed with the
volumes in the Middletown Springs Town Office and
will be available for researchers looking for
geneaological and other information. Thanks to
Dawn, Joann, Patty for their work and to Town Clerk
Laura Castle for her cooperation.

Frisbie History on CD-ROM
is Now Available

Copies of the CD-ROM edition of Barnes Frisbie's
History of Middletown are now in stock and ready for
delivery. Out of print for two years, the 1975 print
edition of the classic text can rarely be found in used
book outlets since only 500 copies were originally
produced. (Please contact the Society if you would
like to be on the waiting list for a print copy for $25
plus shipping.)

The CD-ROM uses Adobe Acrobat Reader™
software to provide a facsimile version of the text,
maps and photographs, just as they appear in the
print version. Each page of text and illustration may
be printed out as needed. The CD-ROM also includes
an Adobe “pdf” file version of the text that is word-
searchable to facilitate finding any name or subject.

The CD-ROM Frisbie, useable on any Mac or PC
with a CD-ROM drive, is available from the Society for
%20, including shipping. It will be a useful addition to
your CD-ROM library or a great gift.

o



Membership Information

Membership dues for 2001 were due in January.
Check your mailing label for current status.

Dues (Check one):

Individual $8.00 Contributing $25.00
Family $12.00 Individual Life $125.00
Business $50.00 Family Life $150.00

Send to: Joel Pliner, Treasurer
Middletown Springs Historical Society
P.O. Box 1126
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

+ Frisbie’s History of Middletown CD-ROM is avail-
able for $20, post paid.

+ Frisbie’s History of Middletown is out of print.

+ Historic Architecture of Middletown Springs
pamphlet is available for $3, post-paid.

+ Views Through Time: Driving through the Rutland
Region brochure is available for $2.50, post paid.

+ Vermont Museum, Galleries & Historic Places is
available for $11.50, post paid.

Donations to MSHS, a non-profit organization, are
tax deductible.

Business Members
Thanks to local businesses that have joined MSHS
under our “Business” membership category:

Sarah Grimm — Archideck
Estelle Ellis — Business Image, Inc.

William Emberley—Antique Bottles & Collectibles
Dan McKeen — Green Mountain Timber Frames
LaValley Building Supply
Jim Marquis—Antiques Appraiser
Jim Gilmour — Southview Arts, Digital Recording Studio
Stewarts Dairy

The MSHS Newsletter is published as many as four times a
year for members and friends of the Society. Comments and
manuscipts on subjects of interest are encouraged and should
be sent clo David Wright, editor.

Notice of Annual Meeting

The Annual Meeting of the Middletown Springs
Historical Society will be held on September 23, 2001
at the Historical Society building, on the Green.

6:00 p.m. Pot Luck Supper
7:00 p.m. Business Meeting at 7:00,
election of Trustees.

Noted historians Linda Peavy and
Ursula Smith
will present a pro-
gram on frontier
medicine entitled
“I Have Doctored
Myself as Well as
I Could: Lay-
women as Practi-

including

7:30 p.m.

tioner on the
Western Fron-
tier.”

The Annual Meeting is open to the public.

Trustee Jon Mathewson and son Peter rest on the Histori-
cal Society s float before the Memorial Day Parade. |
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