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Expo Exhibit Features Early Settlers

by Jon Mathewson "}?mﬁ"iu‘
very June for the past three years, the Vermont ; fé Wos

Nathaniel Wood offers to be
Congregational preacher, but

4
E Historical Society has sponsored the
? —

Fairgrounds, and each year more than a

Vermont History Expo at the Tunbridge ,,-"'/

Jonathan Brewster, who knew
Wood in Connecticut, strongly
opposes the appointment.

N
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hundred museums and historical _ ex-le® ¢
societies and organizations from e o ; 1785
M

around the state present their /°
stories.

For this year’s Expo, the
Middletown Springs Historical /
Society concentrated on the f—=
first few yearsof Middletown's | £
history, through 1791. The f\

exhibit included a map of the '\\ 5 2

town in 1779 (left) and another b % '%% P
one for 1784, each showing the *—,}M /
approximate sites of the cabins and % % ('

houses of the earliest settlers. Also ™\
included was a list of all of the known ‘u}
people in Middletown in 1791, a timeline of
events, and explanations of who the settlers
were, why they came to Middletown, what they
did here, and some of the stories they told.

The exhibit is now on display at the Historical
Society Museum. Below are excerpts from the
timeline from 1784, 1785 and 1786.
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1784
Joseph Spaulding surveys the boundaries of
Middletown. The boundaries are still in

First “census” of the town
is made, “A Roll of the freemen
of Middletown.” There are
forty-four known adult males
in town, for an estimated total
population of 242.

Grand Listofthe town lists
574 cleared acres of land, as

TINMOUTH

T well as 81 cows, 47 horses, 36
‘} oxen, 80 steers, 22 pigs and 73

other cattle.

John Burnam becomes first
lawyer in town.
Joseph Spaulding 1is elected
Representative to the Legislature of the
Republic of Vermont.

1786

At town meeting, law is changed. Swine may now
run at large if “yoked and ringed.”

Shay’s Rebellion. Capt. Joseph Spaulding leads
Middletown militia to Castleton, arrives after “mob
had been put down.”

dispute.
Baptist Church organized.

Approximate date for the building of
Nathan Record’s mill.

Autumn—Tinmouth loses county seat
status to Rutland.

October 28—In response to a petition,
Legislature charters Middletown.

November 17—Middletown elects it's
first town officers. Joseph Rockwell is
elected Town Clerk. A committee is
appointed to divide the town into school
districts. At the same meeting, the first
law of the town is passed: “swine should
not run at large.”

First controversy in town begins:
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Built by Ephraim Wood, later the home of the Frisbies, is lo-
cated at the corner of South Street and Coy Hill Road.



PRrESIDENT’S CORNER

It has been said that volunteers are the oil that
keep the machinery of non-profit organizations
running, In Middletown Springs one of the well-
springs of volunteerism for the Historical Society
was Fran Krouse. She was a long time member of
the Society, serving as Trustee, President, and Vice
President and active for many years.

In her career in education she gave life long
service in teaching and administration. But it was
her endeavor to record and interpret the history of
Middletown Springs, resulting in a several hundred
page document, that distinguishes her in her home
town. Her dedication to this task was not self-
motivated, and the history of those who contributed
to Middletown Springs over the last century is now
down on paper. This extensive chronicle of people,
places and events will, we hope, be published in the
near future. The community and the Society owe
Fran a large debt of thanks for taking on that huge
task.

Other volunteers in the past year have been
busy with smaller tasks - boiling maple syrup,
dighing out mounds of strawberries and cream, and
satisfying youngsters’ craving for cotton candy.
Envelope stuffing and mailing, cleaning curtains in
the MSHS building, repairing the port cochere roof,
painting the front of the building, baking hundreds
of biscuits, writing newsletter articles, taking
photographs, making phone calls, selling tickets,
setting up tables and chairs, cooking food, baking
cakes. . .. There are just too many examples to list.

Volunteers come in all ages and come up with
imaginative ways to help: A ten year old girl offered
to help clean out the spring boxes in the Spring
Park. We may not realize just how important each
volunteer task can be, but to observant visitors it
reveals something special about Middletown

‘Springs. Volunteerism makes the organization

succeed, and we can proud of all that our members
and friends accomplish.
— Emmeit Francois

The Increase Rudd house is located on South Street.
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Wotice of Aununual Mretettfumg

The 33rd Annual Meeting of the Middletown Springs Historical Society will be
held on Sunday, September 22 at the Historical Society building.

6:00 p.m  Pot Luck Supper
7:00 p.m. Business Meeting and Election of Trustees
8:00 p.m.  David Wright will present a slide program on Vermont Mineral Spring

Resorts focusing on the Montvert Hotel.

The public is, of course, invited.




A.W. Gray’s Sons Thresher Heads to New Storage Location

Bud Kronsp Pl H.s an A W Gray’s Son,s thresher dou;n North St. from its previous storage place in a barn on
property recently sold by Bruce and Judy Hirschon to its new home in the barn of Margaret and Clay Fowler
and family. Thanks to both the Hirschons and Fowlers for helping to preserve a major artifact from the town’s past.
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Frances B. KROUSE,
72, Vice President of the
Society and town his-
torian, died June 14 at
the home of her brother
Theron. She was born
April 26, 19301in Rutland,
the daughter of Roy and
Irene (Round) Krouse.
Fran was a certified
teacher and principal.
She taught at Proctor
High School for five
vears, Rutland High
School for 15 years, and Rochester High School for
eight years. She also taught at Green Mountain
College and Community College of Vermont.

She was academic dean at Southern Vermont
College and Halliston (Mass.) Junior College. She
was executive director of Vermont Academy of Arts
and Sciences for 20 years.

Fran was named a Community Citizen of
Middletown Springs in 1976 and was Middletown
Springs Bicentennial chairpersonin 1984. She was a

member of Delta Kappa Gamma for 35 years and a
member of the Middletown Springs Garden Club.

She was a long time member of the Middletown
Springs Historical Society, serving as trustee from
1979-81 and 1998-2002. She was president 1978- 80;
and vice-president in 1978 and from 1999-2002.

Fran authored numerous articles in education as
well as newsletters and publications for the
Historical Society and the VAAS. She had completed
a history of Middletown Springs, to be published at
the discretion of her family.

Survivors include her brother, Theron Krouse of
Middletown Springs; a niece, nephew and cousins.

DavipD M. CHESELDINE, 73, died August 6 in
Rutland. Born in Middlesborough, England, he
graduated from Birmingham University. David
emigrated to Canada in 1958 and later moved to
Bennington, working as a research chemist for
Sprague Electricin Canada and North Adams, Mass.
for 28 years.

He married Christine Wilson in 1958. They
retired to Middletown Springs and Tryon, N.C.

Survivors include his wife; three sons: Andre of
London, England, Stephen of Philadelpia, Pa., and
Neil of Montpelier; and a brother, Patrick of Ross-on-
Wyee, England.



Recent Acquisitions

The Society has recently acquired what is
apparently the autograph book of a Montvert hotel
employee, identified only as “Annie.” Found in a
Rutland house, the five-by-eight-inch velvet bound
volume contains over 70 autographs, notes and
poems addressed to “Annie” from what appear to be
guests and co-workers at the hotel (and perhaps
other hotels), dated form 1885 - 1891.

Manager G.W. MacAvoy signs his name “Yours
fatherly” and identifies himself with the “St. Clair
Hotel, Green Cove Springs Fla.” as well as the
Montvert.

Mary Kingsley of Rutland writes “Annie, This
world is not as bad a world / As some would like to

make it/ But whether good or whether bad,/

Depends on how we take it.”

B. A. Casey of Proctor advises “If you want to be
happy and live at your ease/ Be an ‘cld maid’ and do
as you please.” A note in the corner of the page reads
“Side towels.”

Alfred F. Fulton of West Troy, N.Y., in an
awkwardly scanned verse, says “Friend Annie/
Cares may come but never/ Mind them cares may
come/ And cares may go look a/ Round and you will
find/ Them roses under neath the snow.”

James Crotty of Great Barrington, Mass.
wishes “In the woodbox of memory / Throw a stick for
me.

In addition to penning a cute verse, M.E.
Luinbar (sic) of Rutland writes in the corner of the
page “Remember the straw ride.”

Maggie E. McKeough coyly reminds Annie to
“Remember The F.C./ Also the Claret/ and the babie/
You know/Annie Dear.”

Mollie Cerdon of Port Henry, N.Y. bids Annie to
“Remember Lake St. Catherine hop, ice cream, frost
cream.”

Alice M. Kerrigan admonishes Annie to
“Remember ‘the Montvert’/ And never fear the cars”.

Charles Thurm of New York gallantly advises
Annie “In the Storm of life/ When you need an
Umbrella/ Take an old Bachelor/ To uphold it.”

Annie apparently worked at or visited other
hotels—the Berwick Hotel and the Bates House in
Rutland and the Kushaqua in Altamont, N. Y. Most
of the pages mention the Montvert, however.

On the next to last page of the autograph book is
a possible clue to Annies’ identity. H.G. Sweeney of
Rutland writes in a the upper left hand of the page
the letters “A. S. P.”. Could these be the initials of the
owner of the autograph book?
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Benjamin Haskins house, located at the corner of
South Street and Daisy Hollow Road.

Conservation Commission members Lisa Thorniton.,
Pat Hemenway, and Janna Tornebene prepare to
planta 12 foot tall clump of silver birches on the lawn
at the rear of the Historical Society building. The
trees were provided on a grant, to be planted in a
public place.
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Emmett Francos

Maple Festival Links with
Statewide Maple Weekend

Our 13th annual Maple Festival, March 24,
fortuitously coincided with the first annual Vermont
Maple Open House Weekend, sponsored by the
Vermont Maple Production Board and the Vermont
Maple Sugar Makers' Association. The extra
statewide promotion for weekend events, which
included vigits to numerous operating sugar houses,
pancake breakfasts, the Governor’s ceremonial
maple tree tapping and other maple festivals,
brought an unusually large crowd to Middletown
Springs to see the Society’s re-creation of old-time
sap boiling over an open fire. Delicious maple sugar
on snow and a variety of maple desserts tempted
many visitors. A maple sugaring video and a lecture
by Bill Clark, former president of the VMSMA
entertained and educated. Raffle ticket donations
and food sales netted about $660 for the event.
Thanks to coordinator Marilyn Trapeni and

especially to the two top raffle prize winners who
donated their winnings ($125) to the Society!

- Ed

Fred Bradley explains the old-fashioned method of
boiling maple sap at the 13th Annual Maple Festival.

Welcome! New Members

ANNUAL MEMBERS
Dean Broz, Carey, North Carolina
Richard & Shirley Croucher, Alma, Michigan

New LirE MEMBERS
Cheryl & Dick Hanson, East Poultney

NEwW CONTRIBUTING MEMBERS
Larry Clift, Milton ,Wisconsin
Truman & Marilyn Esau
Maxine & Stan Garfinkel, Middletown Springs

Strawberry Festival Features
the Best Berries Ever
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The 27th Annual Strawberry Festival might
have been the tastiest on record thanks in part to
members Bill Clark and Priscilla Lane. Bill, our
veteran Maple Festival history lecturer and a
Farmers’ Market vegetable grower, connected us
with the freshest, ripest Vermont berries we have
seen. They were grown by the Dutton family of
Newfane and delivered to their produce stand in
Manchester on the morning before the festival.
Later that morning a crew of volunteers, led by Joel
Pliner, washed, hulled and sliced 90 quarts of berries
and refrigerated them with a bit of sugar to bring out
the juice. Meanwhile Priscilla Lane and her
daughter Hilary labored in the kitchen of Priscilla’s
famous Victorian Inn mixing, rolling and cutting out
36 dozen perfect baking powder biseuits which they
donated, some still warm from the oven.

Fine weather brought out a crowd of strawberry
lovers who stood in line for generous servings of
berries over vanilla ice cream and a biscuit, topped
with a dollop of freshly whipped cream, and washed
down with lemonade, ice tea or hot coffee. And, yes,
there were quarts of luscious berries for sale to take
home. Thanks to all the volunteer processors,
servers and cleaners-up for an event that netted the
Society over $900!

Burt Porter Links British
Balladsto Vermont Folk Songs

Glover folk singer and musicologist Burt Porter
traced the roots of many New England folk tunes to
their British ballad origins in a lecture and concert
on July 19 in the Society dining room. A crowd of
about 50 attended and enjoyed desserts prepared by
members of the Society and of the Middletown
Springs Library, which co-sponsored the event. The
program was underwritten by a grant from the
Vermont Council on the Humanities.



Membership Information

Membership dues for 2002 were due in January.
Check your mailing label for current status.

Dues (Check one):

Individual $8.00 Contributing $25.00

Family $12.00 Individual Life $125.00

Business $50.00 Family Life $150.00
Send to: Joel Pliner, Treasurer

Middletown Springs Historical Society
P.O. Box 1126
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

+ Frisbie's History of Middletown CD-ROM is avail-
able for $20, post paid.

+ Lampshades featuring 12 historic postcard views
of Middletown Springs are available for $48, plus
shipping.

« Historic Architecture of Middletown Springs
pamphlet is available for $3;pest-paid.

» Views Through Time: Driving through the Rutland
Region brochure is available for $2.50, post paid.

+ Vermont Museum, Galleries & Historic Places is
available for $11.50, post paid.

Donations to MSHS, a 501 (c¢) (3) non-profit organiza-
tion, are tax deductible.

www.members.tripod.com/MiddletownSpringsHS

Business Members "
Thanks to local businesses that have joined MSHS

under our “Business” membership category:

Archideck—Sarah Grimm
Estelle Ellis—Business Image, Inc.
William Emberley—Antique Bottles & Collectibles
Green Mountain Timber Frames — Dan McKeen
LaValley Building Supply
Jim Marquis—Antiques Appraiser
Southview Arts—Digital Recording Studio
Stewarts Dairy
Williams Hardware, Poultney—Bob Williams

The MSHS Newsletter is published as many as four times a year
for members and friends of the Society. Comments and manuscipts
on subjects of interest are encouraged and should be sent clo
David Wright, editor.

NEH Grant Will Finance
Museum Storage Room
Improvements

The Society has been awarded a Preservation
Assistance Grant of $4,870 from the National
Endowment for the Humanities. The grant is one of
324, totalling $20.6 million, awarded nationally for
films, exhibitions, education, and cultural
preservation projects. David Wright wrote the grant
application with assistance from M.J. Davis of
Vermont Museum and Gallery Alliance.

The grant will be used to build shelving, racks
and bins for storing the Society’s extensive collection
of clothing, textiles, paintings, furniture photographs,
paper, etc. in the Museum Storage Room. The
Museum Storage project alsoincludesplaster repair
and painting, new wiring and light fixtures as well
as window restoration and interior storm sash. Work
on the project is slated for early winter.

Other funding for the project is anticipated to
come from money set aside for the project in the
Museum Fund, pending grants applications, and
from this year’s Capital Campaign.

2002 EvEnTs
Sunday, Sept. 30
Sunday, Oct. 6

6 p.m. Annual Meeting

1-4 p.m. Apple Festival

Middletown Springs Historical Society
P.O. Box 1126
Middletown Springs, VT 05757
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