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A. Y. Gray Buys an Auto

by David Wright

Albert Y. & Sarah Gray liked the idea of their
daughter, Josephine, grandson, Albert, and son-in-

AY. Gray’s first automobile.
Early in the correspondence Brainard tells

law, Brainard Avery, living next door. And so they Father Gray that he is certain he can find him an

deeded the young couple some land behind their

home on South Street
at the corner of the
road to the Montvert
Hotel site. Jo &
Brainard were appre-
ciative, as their daugh-
ter, Kay Avery, re-
lated in a recent inter-
view. But once the
house was finished in
1906, Brainard no-
ticed the proximity of
the Grays’ -carriage
barn and the manure
pile that, naturally,
lay by the rear barn
door. He asked his
father-in-law if he
would consent to mov-
ing the barn to the far
corner of the lot. AY.
replied, “I'll do it for a
Cadillac automobile.”
The barn was moved

auto in the New York City area because there are at
least a dozen automo-
biles advertised every
day in the local pa-
pers. As an alterna-
tive, he suggests that
AY. could have a
vehicle built by a local
carriage maker, who
could install an en-
gine, transmission,
steering gear, brakes
and other necessary
parts which would be
purchased separately.

In July 1907 AY.
and B.A. were actively
looking for a wused
automobile. Brainard
.was also ftrying to

and later was made
into a home by Ginny and Joe Turnauer.

Brainard Avery was a lawyer with a practice in
New York City, where he kept a residence at the
Hotel Schuyler. He came back to Middletown
Springs on weekends and vacations until his
retirement in the late “Thirties. Jo and their three
children lived in the house on Montvert Road,
where Kay Avery still resides. Although Brainard
wasn’t a full time resident of Middletown Springs in
the early 1900s, he was in almost daily contact with
his family and father-in-law by phone, letter and
telegram. Fortunately for us, many of his letters to
and from family, friends, employees, colleagues,
clients and creditors written during the years 1904
- 1909 have survived in boxes of files found a few
years ago in the Montvert barn. Among the
correspondence is found the rest of the story about

interest A. Y. in a

. L ="~ business proposition

A possibly homemade automobile, driven by Jay Parker, — to make parts for

whose blacksmith shop was located on South Street transmissions and

across from the horsepower factory. rear axles for Cameron
= automobiles at the -

Ruggles foundry in Poultney, which the Grays had
recently acquired and which was later known as the
Gray Foundry. Mr. Gray rejects the idea after
talking with his expert workmen at the shop, who
pointed out the high cost of going into production,
the low prices offered and the uncertainty of the
length of arrangements. Besides, the foundry was
working at full capacity with local business.

On July 15, B.A. writes to A.Y. about a 1905
Cameron run-about that is available for sale in
Brockton, Mass. for $300, or for lease. It has a 12
h.p., three cylinder engine and “has been to India...
for exhibition purposes.”

AY. responds that he would prefer a car large
enough for five people and would be leery that if
this Cameron “has been around the world . . all the

(continued on page 3)



PRESIDENT’S CORNER IR T

The casual reader of the Newsletter and other
mailings from the Society might imagine that the
Board of Trustees is largely preoccupied with
fiscal matters. When we remind the members that
their memberships are due for renewal, we urge
you to add a little to your check when you renew,
and to give again at the end of the year to the
Annual Fund. We report the amounts of the grants
we have won and how much we need to raise to
match them. We dutifully report the proceeds of
our various fundraising events. We work hard for
the money and we thank you again and again when
you contribute in dellars, volunteer hours and
delicious baked goods.

But is that the full reality of Trustee activity?
A look at the agenda of a typieal monthly meeting
shows only about five minutes time allocated to the
treasurer’s report. Most of the discussion of an
upcoming event involves the logistics of “who will
do what”. Event reports reminisce the fun and the
foul-ups that made the day memorable. Reports of

new acquisitions and history revelations are
frequent highlights of our meetings, and frank
discussions of problems with building mainte-
nance, community relations and non-profit
philosophy occur with unpredictable regularity.
Yes, the Budget looms behind many a discussion
and decision, but it is not our preoccupation. And
the Board meeting reflects the activity between
meetings: conserving the collection, answering
genealogical inquiries, researching for exhibits,
maintaining the Society properties.

To some out-of- town members, our appeals for
financial support may seem our only reason for
communicating. We are aware that, for a variety of
reasons, it is difficult for many members to
participate. Several have written that they wished
they lived closer so that they might attend and
volunteer more often. To these “wanna be”
volunteers who participate mainly through their
financial support we owe a special thanks.

Collections Care Workshops Set for April and May

A long awaited series of workshops to train
volunteers in conserving and re-housing artifacts
in the Society collection will take place on
Saturdays in April and May at the Historical
Society Building. A part of the process of returning
the collection to the newly renovated Museum
Storage Room, the workshops are funded by a 2003
National Endowment for the Humanities Preserva-
tion Assistance Grant of $5000. The award was a
follow-up to the 2002 NEH Preservation Assistance
Grant of $4,870 to construct storage shelves and
other furnishings as part of the $12,000 renovation
of the Museum Storage Room.

Professional conservators Michele Pagan and
Eileen Corcoran will lead the workshops on topics
such as inventorying collections and conservation
of paper, photographs, and three dimensional
objects. Volunteers from the Society, other local
historical societies, and individuals interested in
caring for family heirlooms and private collections
are encouraged to attend. Participants in the
training will be immediately able to apply what
they learn in working with objects in the Historical
Society collection .

Formerly the Director of the Vermont
Collections Care Program (VCCP) of the Vermont
Museum and Gallery Alliance (VMGA) and a
specialist in textiles and costumes, Michele Pagan is
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a currently involved in the Vermont Painted
Theater Curtains Project. Eileen Corcoran, new
Director of VCCP, and a specialist in paper and
photographic conservation, came to VMGA from
the New York Upstate History Alliance, where she
was Program Coordinator and Documentary
Heritage Program Regional Archivist.

The schedule of Re-housing Workshops is:
April 23 — Preservation, Handling and Re-Housing
_ of Three-Dimensional Objects, Part I , covering

small decorative art and glass & ceramic
pieces, with Michele Pagan

April 30 - Inventorying Your Collections, with
Eileen Corcoran

May 7 — Care, Handling and Processing of Archival
Collections, with Eileen Corcoran

May 14 — Care and Preservation of Photographic
Collections, with Eileen Corcoran

May 28 — Preservation, Handling and Re-Housing
of Three-Dimensional Objects, Part II, larger
pieces and wooden furnishing pieces, with
Michele Pagan

If you would like more information on the
Rehousing Workshops, please contact Jon
Mathewson at 235-2561 (jonm@vermontel.net) or
David Wright at 235-2376 (montvert@vermontel.net).



(continued from page 1)
parts must be badly worn.” He states (July 16) that
he does not want an expensive car and that “(we)
ought to get all we want for $1000 to $1200 —a 25 h. p.
car weighing not much over . . a ton. If you get a two
ton car it will take 10 Horse engine extra to run the
extra weight and wear out the tires faster and the
tires on the big cars cost quite a little more, besides
the extra expense in Gasoline. Some people are
selling their big cars and getting lighter ones on
account of the extra expense.”

On July 22, B.A. passes on information about a

since her husband, Waldo, was killed in a freak
accident the year before, writes: “If you arrive in
Poultney in the day time I presume Papa will meet
you with the Auto. It is still at Poultney but we are
looking for it any time.” Then, later in the same
letter she continues: “The auto has just steamed
into the yard. Come and take a ride. We will send
you word immediately Josephine begins to feei ill.”
The last sentence is in reference to the fact that Jo
is pregnant and due to deliver any day. In fact, the
baby, Katherine, was born the next day, September
29, 1908. Brainard made a quick trip to Middletown

19 0 6 Springs to
Franklin, see his new
Model G, daughter.
for sale in On Oct.
Seagate, 4, Lena
N. Y. for writes:
$1000 by “a “Auto is
nice look- still being
ing slim repaired.”
chap who And on
looks to me Oct: 7, AY,
might be reports:
argued “Still work-
down to ing on Auto.
$800.” E Guess a
On z winter job.”
July 28, Z  On Octo-
AY. re- 7 ber 8, afrus-
jects the Z trated AY.
Cameron g, of A.Y. Gray's later autos, a Renault, sits outside the barn, now a resi- ».OTT1€S:
98 t00  gonce at 53 South Street Hope to
small : “If start out

we cannot find a car to suit, let it go, I can drive a
horse as of old.”

On July 24, AY. comments on the Franklin: “I
rode in one from Poultney some time ago. . . It road
(sic) very nicely and made hill &c in good shape yet
only 12 h.p... Machine ought to be worth $800 to
$1000 — and if you wish I will pay two thirds of this
you the other third. (How is this?)”

The subject of automobiles is apparently
dropped until the following Summer when we read
in a Sept. 20, 1908 letter from A.Y. to B.A. “I just
rec’d. word I have an Auto to be in Poultney at 10
today. Will send it down for you at the depot.”

On Sept. 23, BA responds: “Glad to hear you
have an automobile, hope it is a good one and that it
comes up to your expectations.”

On Sept. 24, AY. writes: “I am in the Auto
business now, a 20 H P for 5 people. When shall 1
send it down to P. Station for you?”

On Sept 25, A.Y. says: “I am hoping the Auto will
pan out all right, and if so will take you for a ride
when you come up.”

On Sept. 28, Lena Gray Knapp, A. Y. & Sarah’s
other daughter, who has been living with them

my old tub of a Auto, today, and trust it will go. Have
made quite a little of it new. Have a house for it
made and in good shape, but the Auto is the thing.”
AY. may be referring to the small barn he
converted into a garage on the adjoining lot to the
south. It was later made into the house now
occupied by Ron & Judy Masleh.

On October 14, A.Y. complains: “. . I am hit on all
sides about Auto, not running yet but live in hopes.”
By October 26, however, the tide has turned. A. Y.
sends the schedule of the train he and Lena will
take to the city, and quips: “I could run my
Automobile down and get there a little earlier but
think Lena would prefer the RR. Went down to
steel works this morning in 24 minutes and came
back in 30. Just got it acting right and feel better.”
AY.s satisfaction is short-lived, however, as the
driving season ends in mid-November. “Automobile
is all right for business, but roads are froze and very
rough now so cannot use it. I got it too late for this
year and had poor luck all along, but hope this is
over now.”

Like the famous waters of Middletown, hope
springs eternal!



Jim & Shirley Anderson
Kay Avery

Copeland Gray Bertsche
Toyo Biddle & Chuck Schultz
May & Phil Biondi
Bernie & Marcia Bischoff
Marilyn Bobseine
Richard Croucher

Estelle Ellis

Truman & Mary Esau
Kathy & Pat Feeley

Clay & Margaret Fowler
Stan & Maxine Garfinkel
Elmer & Frances Gombosi
Green Mountain Timber Frames
Alfred & Yolanda Hansen
Gerry & Rita Hansen
Dick & Cheryl Hanson
Pat & Don Hemenway
Bruce & Judy Hirschon
Lucille & John Horkan
Rick & Betty Hruby
Pauline Huber

James Jacobs

Tom & Helen Jaeger
Gary Kenyon

Beryl Kirschemann
Randy & Debbie Kniffin
Dr. & Mrs. Karl Lofgren
Ken Lufkin

John Malcolm

Thank you to Annual Fund Donors!

Alice Blakely Marsh

Jon & Kimberly Mathewson

Rena McKeighan

Dorothy Miner

Joann Nichols

Jay & Mary Ann Niles

Larry & Evelyn Ritchie

Maida Rogers

Milton & Kathryn Rudd

Charles & Marilyn Schubert

Diane Rosenmiller & Nicholas Seidner
Douglas & Joan Shaw

Leslie Silver & Michael Beattie
Linda Peavy & Ursula Smith
Joel Pliner & Dawn Smith Pliner
Joe & Jere Sonderman

Ann Spencer

Richard Spitalny

Jeff & Gretzel Stansbury

Aileen & Peter Stevenson

Bob & Anna Taggart

Pearl Thomas

Hazel Thompson

Mabel Lake Wescott & Velma Reed
Edna Wiggins

Gwen Wilder

Katherine Kelley Williams
Williams Hardware, Inc. _
Mary Lou Willits & David Wright
Charles Wright

Antique Discoveries Abound
at January Event

The ninth annual Antiques Discovery Work-
shop brought a crowd of about 50 to the dining room
of the Historical Society for an entertaining and
informative afternoon with appraiser Jim Marquis.
Twenty-seven submissions included furniture,
paintings, pottery, glassware, silver and col-
lectibles from area attics, closets and china
cabinets. Jim shared advice, evaluation and
anecdote while participants snacked on soup and
sandwiches, brownies and cookies. Volunteers
included Toyo Biddle, Lois Dansereau, Kathy
Feeley, Pat Hemenway, Judy Robinson, Joe
Sonderman and David Wright. Net income from
donations for the event was $365.50.
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2005 MAPLE FESTIVAL

Bill Clark discusses the history of maple
sugaring with items from the Society’s collection at
the 16th Annual Maple Festival on March 20.
Generous response to raffle ticket sales brought the
festival net profit to more than $1,200 as more than
twenty winners took home prizes ranging from a $75
cash to a quart of delicious syrup. Thank you
members!!

Emmet Francois

ool ey

s‘:‘ L ]

5 In Memoriam 3
MaseL Lake Wescorr, 98, died March 25 at her
home in East Poultney. She was born April 7, 1908
in Wells, daughter of Charles and Bertha (Juckett)
Lake. Her parents later owned a farm on South
Street (the Azor Perry place), where her father was
killed in a tragic accident with a horsepower
treadmill in 1932,

Mabel was graduated from Troy Conference
Academy in 1923 and from Castleton State
Teachers College. She earned a Masters Degree in
Education and a Certificate of Advanced Graduzate
Study from the University of Hartford, Conn. Mabel
taught as an elementary teacher in Connecticut,
Poultney, and other nearby towns.

She married Phil Wescott in 1928, and they
resided together in East Poultney for many years.
Phil died in 1959.

Mabel was an active member of the Baptist
Church of East Poultney, Rutland County Retired
Teachers Association, where she served as
president, Vermont Retired Teachers Association,
Poultney Valley Grange, Poultney Historical
Society, Middletown Springs Historical Society,
and was past president of the Society of Stukely
Wescott Descendants of America. For two years she
held the Poultney gold-headed cane as the oldest
citizen of that town.

She is survived by one son, Charles Willard
Wescott; four daughters, Wilma A. Avery, Pauline
Dennis Schumann, Phyllis A. Reed, and Velma J.
Reed; and many grandchildren, great-grandchil-
dren and great-great-grandchildren. She will be
buried in the family plot in Middletown Springs.

A New Roof for
the Spring House

At work days in September in the
Mineral Springs Park  volunteers
stripped old asphalt shingles, repaired
deteriorated trim and placed strap-
ping for a new cedar shingle roof on the
ornate pavilion that shelters the
mineral springs. Carpenter Matt
Kenyon installed the shingles and will
continue restoration work on the
spring house in the coming summer.




Membership Information

Membership dues for 2005 were due in January.
Check your mailing label for current status.

Dues (Check one):

Individual $8.00 Contributing $25.00

Family $12.00 Individual Life $125.00

Business $50.00 Family Life $150.00
Send to: Pat Hemenway, Treasurer

Middletown Springs Historical Society
P.O. Box 1126
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

» Frisbie’s History of Middletown CD-ROM $20, post paid.

¢ Lampshades featuring 12 historic postcard views of
Middletown Springs, %48, plus shipping.

e Historic Architecture of Middletown Springs
pamphlet, $3, post paid. - -

o A Gem in the Hills, by Frances Krouse, $25.00,
post paid.

Donations to MSHS, a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organiza-
tion, are tax deductible.

Visit our website:
www.members.tripod.com/MiddletownSpringsHS

Business Members
Thanks to local businesses that have joined MSHS
under our “Business” membership category:

Archideck—Sarah Grimm
Estelle Ellis—Business Image, Inc.
William Emberley—Antique Bottles & Collectibles
Friends in Adoption—Dawn Smith Pliner
Green Mountain Timber Frames — Dan McKeen
LaValley Building Supply
Jim Marquis—Antiques Appraiser
Southview Arts—Digital Recording Studio
Stewarts Dairy
Twin Mountain Farms B&B—Annie & Walt Pepperman
Williams Hardware, Poultney—Bob Williams

The MSHS Newelctter 1o published as marty 25 fowmmes 4 ysa rfor
‘members and friends of the Society-Commente and manugclpbson
subjects of interest are encouraged and 5hould b.s @sm c?@ David
Wright, editor. -

Welcome! New Members

ANNUAL MEMBER

Toyo Biddle & Chuck Schultz, Middletown Springs

Lois & Paul Dansereau, Middletown Springs

Dietra Davis, Middletown Springs
Rep. John Malcolm, Pawlet

Karen & Andrew Moulder, Middletown Springs

Jere & Joe Sonderman, Middletown Springs
Sean & Alicia Sonderman, Middletown Springs

NEew CONTRIBUTING MEMBERS
Rita & Jerry Hansen, Middletown Springs
Jennifer& David Munyak, Middletown Springs
Milton & Kathryn Rudd; Fernly, NV
Jeff & Gretzel Stansbury, Middletown Springs
Joan & Doug Shaw, Manchester Center

NEw LirE MEMBERS
Dr. Jeffrey & Christina Bloom, Middletown
Springs | San Luis Obispo, CA

NEw BusiNESs MEMBERS
Annie & Walt Pepperman, Twin Mountain Farms
Bed & Breakfast, Middletown Springs

2005 Coming EVENTS

Saturdays, April 23 & 30, May 7, 14 & 28 .
Re-Housing and Conservation Workshops Vs

Sunday, May 29, Middletown Springs Memorial
Day, Parade at 3 pm

Sunday, June 19, Strawberry Festival, 2- 4 pm

Saturday & Sunday, June 24, 25 Vermont History
Expo, Tunbridge Fau‘grounds

Sunday, September 18, Annual Meeting, 6 pm

Sunday, October 16, Museum /pgn Hou,.se and
Donor Celebrat:on 1 4pm/

Middletown Springs Historical Socxety
P.O. Box 1126
Middletown Springs, VT 05757
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ization
2aid
i

38, VT




	apr05p1
	apr05p2
	apr05p3
	apr05p4
	apr05p5
	apr05p6

