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Remembering Paul Blakely, Society Friend and Donor

_aul Blakely, 84, died January 7, 2007 in Glens
P Falls, N.Y. He was born in Pawlet, the son of

Lucy (Grover) and Robert Blakely. He grew
up on the farm of his Grover grandparents in West
Tinmouth. He was graduated from Granville High
School and attended college in Brooklyn, N. Y.,
returning to work on the Grover farm. He
purchased a Caterpillar bulldozer with which he
worked for neighbors and local town highway
departments. This led to a brief stint as a test driver
for Caterpillar at their proving ground in Peoria,
Ill. Later he worked as foreman for Mettowee
Lumber Co. in Granville, N. Y. In 1959 he formed
Blakely & White, Inc. with Joe White and operated
the successful wholesale lumber business until its
sale in 1983.

Alice Blakely Marsh, Paul’s niece, recalls some
family stories:

I did not interview Paul on tape, but spent lots of
time asking him about photos I found when we were
going through things at ‘the farm’. I have sticky notes
on the backs of some of the photos still, recalling what
was going on or who the folks were. The family must
have moved to the West Tinmouth farm from the
Blakely place in Pawlet soon after the deaths of their
father and grandfather (who died within five days of
each other in March 1926). Their Grandfather Grover
became like a father to them. But boys will be boys.

I remember Paul telling of a time when he
pounded nails into the chopping block used for
splitting firewood. When his grandfather found out
"That was the end of that for Mr. Paul" said Paul. He
did not elaborate on what the punishment was.

He also told of shooting his rifle into the iron kettle
that was out on the lawn in front of the house. He was
always doing something to amuse or rile the rest of
the family, and enjoyed telling of it. He put a fire-
cracker in the chamber pot under his brother
Donald’s bed one Fourth of July. Apparently it not only
woke the household with the loud noise, but it also
scattered the contents of the pot around the bedroom.

Learning from their grandfather, the boys used
his team of horses to rake hay. Donald was the one
who led the sugaring. He bought many feet of new-
fangled metal pipeline from their mother’s uncle,
Fred Gray, in Middletown, and Paul remebered
going to pick it up from Fred’s place with my father.
He also recalled that it was really difficult to use,

Paul and Donald Blakely with their grandfather,
Will Grover, on the farm in West Tinmouth, c. 1935.

and had to be checked on all the time for breaks and
leakage.

Paul’s son, Jim Blakely, remembers:

This time of year brings to mind sugaring and
related activities. Although Dad was not as involved
with this end of spring activities as was his brother,
Donald, he did, however, help or hinder, depending
on who is telling the story.

It seems that one spring as a prelude to tapping
out, Dad and Donald were in the sugarhouse
washing out sap buckets. Apparently Dad was
getting bored with the task and decided a little
distraction was in order. Knowing that Donald was
allergic to bees, Dad waited until Donald grabbed a
bucket to be washed and as Donald was looking into
the bucket, Dad let out with a loud bzzzz. In reaction
Donald threw the bucket — unfortunately in the
direction of a window. Hearing the breaking glass
and realizing there were no bees, Donald engaged
Paul in a brief altercation and that was the end of
bucket washing for the day. I'm not sure who had to
pay for the window.

Another time Donald and Dad, as youngsters,
were delivering jars of syrup, via a child’s pull cart,
to a neighbor when apparently the ‘puller’ and the
‘pusher’ disagreed on the direction of travel. The cart
turned over and several jars of syrup were broken
which led to a wrestling match right in the middle

(continued on page 2)



PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Great things are happening at the Middletown
Springs Historical Society. The members of the
Maple Festival committee pulled off a wonderful
event this year. Special kudos go to Annie
Pepperman for spearheading the organization
for the event!

Further behind the scenes, two years of de-
termined effort and numerous work sessions bore
fruit on March 31 as the last of the more than
100 boxes of archival materials from the Grover/
Blakely collection were inventoried. The mate-
rials span more than two centuries and include

business ledgers, personal letters, poetry, and
photographs. The historical information con-
tained in this collection is huge, and, I am very
proud to say, is already being used by research-
ers and the local elementary school.

We are looking forward to an active summer,
with plans in the works to remove invasive plants
from the Springs Park, to put on a delicious
Strawberry Festival, redecorate the Dining
Room, and, of course, open the museum to the
public every Sunday.

— Jon Mathewson

(continued from page 1)
of the road, lasting until a car
came along.

On another occasion the story
goes that the rural postal carrier,
who was from ‘the city’ and was
rather ‘full of himself,” was trying
to impress his visiting relatives
with his knowledge of country life.
In negotiating the purchase of
some syrup he stated that he
didn’t want any of that ‘cheap
light colored stuff, he wanted the
‘real syrup’, the darker the better.
Donald and Dad were more than
willing to oblige — far be it from
them to argue with such a
‘knowledgeable” person. He most
certainly got what he wanted and
most likely paid a ‘fancy’ price.

Paul married Catherine
Wheaton in 1951 and they later
resided in Hadley, N.Y. He was a
member of the first United
Methodist Church in Lake
Luzerne, N.Y. and was a founding
member of the Sargent Pond
Hunting Club. Since serving as
co-executor with his niece, Alice
Blakely Marsh, of the estate of
his aunt, Hazel Grover, Paul was
a Life Member of the Midddletown
Springs Historical Society.

Paul’s mother, Luey Grover,
died in 1983; his brother, Donald,
died in 1988.

Paul is survived by his wife,
Catherine; his daughter Ann
Sampson; his son James Blakely;
his sister, Barbara Blakely; his
grandson Eric; and several nieces,
nephews, and cousins.
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NEws BRIEFS

Maple Festival Weathers the Storm

The expected crowd at the
nineteenth annual Maple Festi-
val on March 18 was reduced
somewhat by sloppy roads left
behind by a major snowstorm
earlier in the weekend. Also
absent was the huge cast iron
cauldron that has for several
years been a focal point of the
festival. Due to a scheduling con-
flict, the Rutland County Maple
Producers loaned the giant pot
and log tripod from their exhibit
at the Rutland Fairgrounds to
another event in Montpelier
involving the Governor.

More than a hundred visitors
enjoyed the festival sampling
maple sugar on (real) snow,
maple cotton candy, pancakes
and maple syrup and selection of
delicious maple desserts. Bill
Clark held forth on the history of
maple sugaring in the auditorium
(available again for events after a
few years as a temporary mu-
seum storage room). Thirty-two
fabulous raffle prizes were drawn
and awarded. Board member
organizers and volunteers were
pleased to record a profit of
nearly $900.

New Board Members Elected
at Annual Meeting

Four new Trustees joined
the Society board after election
at the Annual Meeting on Sep-
tember 24, 2006. Maureen
McCormack is a native of West
Rutland, recently retired from
teaching history at Eastern Michi-
gan University in Ypsilanti.
Dietra Davis is a textile and
costume expert who is planning
to open her own museum in her
home in Middletown Springs.
James Montoro is a computer
professional who works from his

home office in town. Annie
Pepperman runs Twin Moun-
tain Bed & Breakfast on Coy Hill
Rd. with her husband Walt.

The board elected Jon
Mathewson president, Lois
Dansereau vice-president,
Maureen McCormack secre-
tary and re-elected Pat
Hemenway as treasurer. Leav-
ing the board at the end of their
terms were Kathy Feeley, Dick
Hanson, Julie Scott and David
Wright.



I remember years ago having
to drive to Albany, N.Y. to research
patent records. The room at the
New York State Library was filled
with researchers poring over refer-
ence books, looking through card catalogs, and
some of us even used the recently installed
incomplete computer programs. Every so often, a
whoop would be heard from someone lucky enough
to find what they were looking for.

A few years later, a Patent and Trademark
Depository opened in the Government Documents
room at the Bailey/Howe Library at the University
of Vermont. While the drive was a little shorter, the
room was smaller, and the work just as tedious.

Then, a few years ago, the U.S. Patent Office
announced an on-line research engine which would
include all U.S. Patents. The bad news was that all
patents before 1976 would be searchable only by
patent number or classification. The bad news is
because patent classification is an arcane system
which few understand, and patent numbers were
almost never placed on products.

Historians researching patents generally have
an artifact with a patent date, and want to research
who made the artifact, where it was made, and
when. The “when” is always the easiest, since
patents only last about 18 years after being issued.
The “who” and “where” get more complicated
without the patent form. Manufacturers rarely
placed the patent number on their products: the
patent date showed how new the invention was,
and multiple patents over the years showed how
well-received the original patent was, and how the
new version was truly “new and improved.” So,
while a good start, the database was pretty much
useless to most re-searchers of 19" century
American patents, even after the Patent Office
added patent date as a searchable field, because of
the site’s slow downloads.

Now there is a much better way of researching
patent records: a full-text searchable database,
Google Patents. If you go on the Web to Google
Patents, and type in the search term “Middletown
Vermont,” you’ll very quickly have a list of many
patents from Middletown, Vermont, some famous,
some not so well-known. However, the results will
be neither complete nor entirely readable. It seems
as if Google hired people to scan in the patent files,
hit the OCR button, and put the results on-line,
without regard to how well the words translated.

The result can be amusing as a search on all
patents from Middletown, Vermont reveals. The
oldest one is #1,176 from June 18, 1839, for an
“Improvement in Rakes,” and was granted to
“Hbzbkiah Hatztes.” Of course, this refers to

A Short History of Patent Searches

by Jon Mathewson

H. HAYNES,
Horse Rake.

Na, 1i76, Patented June 18. 1839,
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Hezekiah Haynes (upper left) and his patent
drawing for a horse rake.

Hezekiah Haynes, who farmed on Haynes Hill, now
Daisy Hollow Road.

Other bloopers include AW Gray’s 1846
“Wkought-nail Machinery,” and the 1842 patent to
AW. “Ghat” for an “Extdless-chain Horse-poweb.”
These both were AW. Gray’s wrought-nail
machinery and endless-chain horse-power inven-
tions, both of which had their own factories
churning out their products by the end of the 1840s.

So, while this is the easiest and best way of
researching patent records ever devised, it
remains in its early stages. While a search for
“Hezekiah Haynes” might not net anything,
searching several or wider categories rakes in a
treasure-trove of local history.

Try it out — go to www.google.com, click in their
Patents site and search away. Who knows, before
long, someone may invent a way to clean up the
mistakes!
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DororaY “Dotr” TownNseND DESFORGES died

November 18, 2005 in Tuscon, Arizona. A 1932
graduate of Skidmore College, she married Van
Vranken DesForges. She served as Executive
Director of the American Lung Association and the
Executive Secretary of the Saratoga County Health
Association.

The DesForges retired in the 1960’s to
Middletown Springs where they had been visiting
friends for over 20 years. Dot and Van were active
in many organizations including the Historical
Society, the Men’s Club, the Garden Club and thre
Middletown Springs Library.

Dot is survived by her two sons and their
families: Roger DesForges and wife, Alison , of
Buffalo, N.Y. and William DesForges and wife,
Annette, of Paris, France; and grandchildren
Jessie, Alexander, Phillippe and Andre.

James THAYER “JiM” GEDDES, 65, died Oct. 6, 2006,
at Rutland Regional Medical Center in Rutland,
after a short illness. Born Oct. 19, 1940, the son of
Donald and Marion Geddes., he attended schools in
New Jersey and served in the U.S. Navy as a
submarine machinist mate. Mr. Geddes worked for
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a number of years as a crew member on a private
vacht, sailing the Caribbean. He later worked at
Killington Ski Area maintaining snowmaking
equipment and also at Proctor Marble Co.

Jim was active for many years in the Historical
Society, serving as a board member, vice-president
and president. In Whitehall, N.Y., he was on the
board of the Bridge Theater and a volunteer in local
schools. Survivors include a daughter, Margaret
Geddes of Durango, Colo.; three sisters, Susan Roth
of Santa Rosa, Calif., Betsy Drinkwater of Enfield,
N.H., and Allison Colburn of Plainfield, N.H.; a
brother, Stephen Geddes of Virginia Beach, Va.;
two grandchildren; and many nieces and nephews.

WiLLiaM DABNEY GETTEL of Middletown Springs,
VT, died Wednesday, October 25, 2006, at Mountain
View Center in Rutland. He was born, in Victoria,
Va. He entered Columbia University in New York
at age 16, also attended Greenwich House Music
School and received his M.A. in American
Civilization from NYU. He married Mary Dickinson
1941. They celebrated their 65th anniversary on
October 19.

Dabney (“Bill”) served in the Army Air Corps
Quartermaster Corps during World War II
commanding a truck company in North Africa and
Italy. He was awarded the Bronze Star.After the



war, he settled in Tappan, N.Y., and became a
professor of music at the City College of New York,
where he taught for 27 years. He also taught at the
Weslyan University Graduate Summer School for
Teachers in Middletown, Conn., for over a decade.

When he retired to Middletown Springs, in
1971, he built his own home on “the hill.” He was
organist of the Community Church for 17 years, and
was active in church and town organizations.,
including the Historical Society. He had a lifelong
interest in architecture and helped design the
church annex.

Survivors include wife, Mary; son, Courtland
Gettel and his wife, Catherine of Rutland;
grandchildren: Dr. Gretchen Gettel of Kittery, Me.,
and Gregory Gettel of Providence, R.I.; a niece,
Barbara Simmons of Bellevue, Neb.. . His brother,
Chester Gettel, was killed in World War II.

BeErry HarcHEr HruBy, 81, died November 18,
2006 in Medford, N.J.. She was born in Smithville,
N.J. and was a graduate of Mount Holly (N.J.) High
School and Middlebury College. She married
Richard Hruby during theWar and lived in Mount
Holly where they raised five children.

Betty served as a board member of Mount Holly
Children’s Home, and was active in the auxiliary to
the Burlington County Hospital, Saint Andrew’s
Episcopal church and the Burlington Country Club.
In the early 1970’s Betty and Rick bought an old
farmhouse on Spruce Knob Road in Middletown
Springs, where they visited often. They joined the
Historical Society and Betty enjoyed her connec-
tions to Vermont history that went back to her
Middlebury College days.

She is survived by her husband, Rick; her
daughters: Marie Hruby-Frake and her husband,
Jack of Tampa, Fla.; Christine of Catlett, Va.; and
ElizabethHruby-Mills and her husband, Tracy, of
Salt lake City, Ut.; her sons: Richard A. and his wife,
Eileen, of Toms River, N.J.; and Stephen and his
wife, Nancy, of Hainsport, N.J;. seven grandchil-
dren; and three great-grandchildren.

CarorLyYN CLARE KENNEY, 69, died Oct. 30, 2006, in
Chatham, Mass.. She was born Jan. 23, 1937, in
Pittsburg, Pa., the daughter of Laurence and
Martha (Clare) Kenney. She was a graduate of New
Trier Township High School in Winnetka, Ill.,
Smith College and the Harvard-Radcliffe program
in business administration. After working in
Boston for two years, she joined Wells Fargo Bank
in San Francisco, where she became a vice
president in personnel. She worked as a personnel
officer for Green Mountain Bank in Rutland. After
retiring from the bank, she worked for two years as
a part-time postmaster at Middletown Springs Post
Office. She was a past trustee of Middletown
Springs Public Library and Middletown Springs
Historical Society. Survivors include a sister,

Alison Hall of Chatham, Mass.; a brother, Richard
Kenney of Port Townsend, Wash.; and nieces and
nephews.

NormMA JEAN PARKER, 72, died January 19, 2007, at
the Rutland Regional Medical Centers. She was
born in Wallingford and attended Wallingford
schools. She married Richard Parker in 1952 in
Middletown Springs. Norma Jean worked for many
years as an apple picker at local orchards. An
accomplished musician, she played the piano and
yodeled at the Mid/Town Country Show in
Middletown Springs for 25 years. She also enjoyed
fishing. She was a complimentary member of the
Historical Society. She is survived by her husband
of 54 years, Richard Parker of Middletown Springs;
two sons, Rick Parker and his wife, Judy, of
Poultney and Mark Parker and his wife, Teresa, of
Tinmouth; one daughter, Peggy (Parker) Dunham
and her husband, Tom, of Poultney; five brothers,
Ronald Wood, Russ Wood, Albert Wood, Doug
Wood and David Wood; three sisters, Anna May
Geren, Natalie Martelle and Carol Bourn; seven
grandchildren; five great-grandchildren; and
several nieces and nephews. She was predeceased
by one sister, Barb Cressey; and two brothers, Dan
Wood and Leonard Wood.

ARLENE M. STENSGARD, 86, died September 14,
2006. She was born in Sweet Grass, Montana, on
March 14, 1920, daughter of the late Myron and Iva
(Lowell) Gohn. Prior to her retirement, she was
employed as a secretary for the Shenendehowa,
(N.Y.) Central School. After retiring, she resided in
Middletown Springs with her best friend, Lorraine
Hubbard. Arlene was a member of the Middletown
Springs Community Church and the Middletown
Springs Historical Society. She was also a former
member of the Fortnightly Club and the
Roundabout Club in Middletown Springs. Arlene is
survived by her daughter, Carol V. Baker, and
husband, Ed, of Tinmouth; her best friend, Lorraine
Hubbard, of Middletown Springs; and her very
special grandchildren, Tom Velde and his wife,
Kylie, Andy Velde, Andrea Carmen and her
husband, Frank, and Tracy Gioffi Baker; 14 great-
grandchildren; and four great-great-grandchil-
dren.
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Membership Information

Membership dues for 2007 were due in January.
Check your mailing label for current status.

Dues (Check one):

Individual  $10.00 Contributing $25.00
Family $15.00 Business $50.00

Send to: Pat Hemenway, Treasurer
Middletown Springs Historical Society
P.O. Box 1126
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

e Frisbie’s History of Middletown CD-ROM or photocopy,
$20, post paid.

e Eight notecards with historic photos of Middletown
Springs, $12 postpaid.

e Historic Architecture of Middletown Springs
pamphlet, $3, post paid.

e A Gem in the Hills, by Frances Krouse, $25.00,
post paid.

Donations to MSHS, a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organiza-
tion, are tax deductible.

Visit our NEW website:
www.MiddletownSpringsHistoricalSociety.org
or Google Middletown Springs Historical Society

Business Members
Thanks to local businesses that have joined MSHS
under our “Business” membership category:

Archideck—Sarah Grimm
Estelle Ellis—Business Image, Inc.
William Emberley—Antique Botiles & Collectibles
Friends in Adoption—Dawn Smith Pliner
Green Mountain Timber Frames — Dan McKeen
LaValley Building Supply
Jim Marquis—Antiques Appraiser
Southview Arts—Digital Recording Studio
Stewarts Dairy
Twin Mountain Farms B&B—Annie & Walt Pepperman
Williams Hardware, Poultney—Bob Williams

Welcome! New Members

Dr. William & Barbara Bloom,
Middletown Springs

Maureen McCormack,
Middletown Springs

Dr. Wendy Leffel & James Montoro,
Middletown Springs

Tom & Shannon Winkopp,
Clemson, South Carolina

Tho MEHS Newoletter = published a6 many as four timea ayear for
members and friends of the Bociety. Comments and manuscipteon.
f_é,jut:jest;' of interest are encouraged and should be sent clo David

Wright, editor, or e-malled to montvert@vermontel.net.

2007 Coming EVENTS

Sunday, May 27 Memorial Day Parade,
3 p.m.

Sat. & Sun, Vermont History Expo,

June 23 & 24 Tunbridge Fairgrounds

Sunday, June 24 Strawberry Festival,
2-4 pm

Sunday, Sept. 23 ~Annual Meeting, 6 pm
& Pot Luck Supper

Sunday, Oct. 21 Museum Open House, |
l-4pm.

Middletown Springs Historical Society
P.O. Box 1126
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

Address Service Requested
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