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Middletown’s Civil War Home Front Sites
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Society

Middletown was far from the battlefields of the
Civil War, even from
St. Albans, Vermont,
where Confederates
held up the banks.

Yet like every
Vermont town it
was closely
connected to the
war. Many physical
reminders of that
connectlon remain
today. Soldiers
homes, town halls

where the citizens

here after the war, or they are buried in our
cemeteries.
Finding all the Middletown men who enlisted in

other towns and
other states 1s
impossible.  We've
done a good job

compiling a list from
various sources..
Barnes Fris-
bie's History of
Middletown, written
soon after the war,
has an extensive list,
even including some
family information.
The town Civil War

voted to borrow Monument has an
money to pay Civil War veteran, Reuben Spaulding, stands with his unusually complete
bonuses, churches family at their farmhouse on Spruce Knob Road, now owned listing, including 15
where soldiers’ by the Kenney Family. Photo from The History of who enlisted 1in
funerals were held, Middletown, by Barnes Frisbie. other states. dJon

factories that made

war goods, homes, often parsonages, where women
met to sew things for the soldiers — these are
Vermont’'s Civil War home front sites. Howard
Coffin of Montpelier has written several books
about Vermont soldiers in the war. They include
Full Duty, a general history of the state’s
involvement in the war, and Battered Stars, about
Vermont soldiers in Grant’'s Overland Campaign of
1864. Now Howard is writing a book about home
front sites in all of Vermont’s 251 towns and cities.

I was inspired to turn detailed research I had
already done on Tinmouth’s soldiers into a
comprehensive listing of Tinmouth home front
sites. Since Tinmouth had no industry and our
church that doubled as town hall burned down, they
are mostly soldier's homes. Howard asked me if I
could get something started on Middletown Springs.

How many soldiers were there? 34,238 men
enlisted from Vermont, 11percent of the population
and half of the men of military age. About 64 left
from Middletown to serve in the Union Army, but I
found 86 with some connection to the town. They
grew up here but enlisted elsewhere; they came

Mathewson has com-
piled an excellent list of men who went to war
directly from Middletown, but a few more turned
up in my research, including some who enlisted in
Tinmouth.

There 1s no mnationwide list of soldiers’
birthplaces or where they went to school. Even the -
Revised Roster of Vermont Volunteers, good though
it is, lists only the place where a man enlisted. He
may have come from another town, but enlisted in
the town where he was working, often with his new
friends there.

Charles Dayton is a good example. He was born
and raised in Middletown. In 1860 his mother was
living with her second husband, Jay Norton, on
West Street. Charles was living with his uncle in
Tinmouth, and enlisted there. He died of disease in
Maryland only three weeks after leaving Vermont
and is buried in the Old Cemetery in Middletown
Springs.

Late in the war, when towns paid huge bonuses
to avoid having local men drafted, men were quite
mobile in their hunt for bonus money. In December
(continued on page 5)



| M AN INANA On a Firmer

As economic conditions appear to be easing
nationally and the price of fuel retreats to more
| affordable levels, many of us can feel more financially
secure. Work on the Historical Society building
foundation in July lends the same feeling of security
to the ongoing challenge of maintaining a historic
structure, part of which is over 200 years old.

While the older half of the building sits on a full
basement, the north wing of the old Adams House
had little more than loose fieldstone on the
original ground to support it. Two previous
building projects have involved installing concrete
frost walls on two of the three sides of this Civil
War era north wing. The work in July, funded in
part by a grant from the Carris Foundation as well
as by designated gifts to the 2008 Annual Fund,
completed a 42-foot-long section on the west side.

Before the concrete could be placed, a huge
boulder extending under the building had to be
broken and reduced in size. A contractor who uses
explosives to break rock in local slate quarries
used non-explosive expanding material placed in
strategically drilled holes to partially split
sections of the boulder. A day of hard labor by a
team of paid contractors and volunteers
successfully reduced the granite obstacle to
acceptable dimensions.

The next task was excavating for footings and
plywood and styrofoam concrete forms, followed
by a hectic placement of four cubic yards of
concrete. A course of concrete blocks and mortar
completed the wall. Backfilling and grading to
improve drainage of stormwater soon followed
and new grass now covers the restored landscape.

Many thanks to stone demolisher Steve Wood,

Foundation, by David Wright

Photo by David Wi ',",.:Jf:!
Scott Krouse, Bud Krouse, David Wright, and Larry
Ritchie (left to right) wrestle with the large rock.

to the construction team — Bud Krouse, Scott
Krouse, Larry Ritchie, Shane Thornton and David
Wright, and to the many members who donated
funds for the project. The Historical Society
building now truly rests on a firmer foundation.

Praise for the Historical Society's
Collections

Alice Blakely Marsh of Jericho visited the
Historical Society in June with her cousin, Anne
Slatin of Stamford N.Y. to research their family
history in the Grover-Blakely collection. Alice sent
the following note of thanks via email .

... Iwant you to know how very much we enjoyed
our visit to MSHS this past week. Jon Mathewson is
the best!!

He remembered that I wanted to read my Great
Great Grandmother Barrett’s diaries and had the
box out when we arrived. It was so thoughtful of him
to do so, as we had mainly requested access to the
Paul family papers. Many of the Paul family letters
turned out to be those written by the ancestors of
Ann Pratt Slatin, who accompanied me. We are both
fourth great granddaughters of Joshua Paul and
Anner Rood.

)

We had the best time going through the well
organized papers. Ann was able to document
sources for folks on her family tree, and in at least
one instance, corrected a birth date. It was so good
to have Jon there to answer questions. He went
with us to the Old Cemetery, and took us through
the MSHS collection rooms and museum.

Anyway, he is doing a great job, and we can’t wait
to come back again. It was very gratifying for me to
have someone actually making use of the documents
saved by my family, too. I could go on and on!

I learned that Mary Lou (7extile Committee
including Mary Lou Willits, Dietra Davis, Patty
Kenyon, Maureen McCormack and Karen Klami)
had done lots of work on the mold problem with the
costumes, and I would like to thank her very much
for that. What a job that must have been!

Thanks so very much for all you do for the
MSHS!

— Alice B. Marsh



Photo by David Writht

2009 Strawberry Festival

Over 200 people attended the Histori-
cal Society's 34th annual strawberry festi-
Jval on June 21st. Young volunteers, wear-
| ing hats decorated by Dietra Davis, served
the lucious strawberry shortcake while Judy
Robinson watched over them (photo).

A big thank you to the many volunteers
who made the festival possible and to the
musical entertainers Gary Lindorf, Leslie
Klami, and Paul Morgan, and to caricatur-
ist Bob Nilson. And, thank you to Mother
Nature, who provided a beautiful afternoon
(with only brief showers) during a summer
of rain.

Phato by David Wright

(continued from page 1)
1864 some Vermont men received over $1000 in
town, state, and Federal bonuses. A farmhand, and
the majority of Vermont soldiers were young farm
hands, was lucky to make $200 a year. This practice
helps to explain why most towns have a number of
strangers in their Union Army rosters.

Jon Mathewson and I spent a day in the Museum
matching soldiers to still-existing houses. By using
the 1860 census, which is on-line and searchable, we
were able to find where many soldiers lived.
However, young farm hands came and went, and
were often missed by the census. The 1860 census
taker’'s handwriting is hard to read, as well
Tentatively, we think that there are 27 soldier’s
family homes still standing. Some will appear in
Howard’s book. A verified list will also appear in a
later issue of the Newsletter.

Larry Ritchie, Scott Krouse and Bud Krouse break
a huge boulder as part of the foundation repair

project at the Historical Society building.

MSHS Recent Acquisitions

Beatrice Lewis of East Poultney and Don
Lewis Middletown Springs, donated a collection
of archival materials including: Middletown
Springs photos and postcards; letters written to
Henry F. Gray in the 1960s and 1970s; a Justamere
Farm brochure; and a Gray Horsepower catalog.

Rutland Historical Society donated a
collection of business letters to the Chaffee Lumber
Company of Rutland, Vermont from accounts in
Middletown Springs, 1910-1917.

Helen Jaeger of Middletown Springs gave a
collection of indentures and deeds, dated 1790 -
1919, related to, among others, the New, Stoddard,
Stevenson, Coleman, Cook and Hoadley families.

Aileen Stevenson of Middletown Springs
donated a large archival collection including:
newpaper clippings of Middletown Springs events;
Montvert Hotel brochures and menus; and wall-
paper from the George Oatman house, circa 1885.

Alice Marsh of Jericho, Vermont donated two
deeds, from 1803 and 1841.

Priscilla Lane of Burlington, Vermont, donated
a four-tined silver fork, marked “Montvert.”

Bob Nilson donated a copy of a watercolor of
the Village Green he painted in 2007.

Grant Reynolds of Tinmouth, Vermont, sent
us a digital copy of a map of the proposed
Middletown and Tinmouth Iron and Marble
Railroad, 1872. The proposed railroad line would
have run from downtown Danby, through the center
of Tinmouth, along East Street to the center of
Middletown Springs, down South Street just
beyond Garron Road, where it would have turned
around and doubled back, ending at Coy Hill Road.
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Membership Information

Membership dues for 2009 were due in January.
Check your mailing label for current status.

Dues (Check one):

Individual $10.00 Business $50.00
Family $15.00 Sustaining $100.00
Contributing $25.00

Send to: Patty Kenyon, 7reasurer

Middletown Springs Historical Society
P.O. Box 1126
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

+ Frisbie’s History of Middletown CD-ROM or photocopy,
$20, post paid.

- Eight notecards with historic photos of Middletown
Springs, $12 post paid.

+ Searching for Ichabod, by Julie Van Camp, $18.00,
post paid.

- A Gem in the Hills, by Frances Krouse, $25, post
paid.

Donations to MSHS, a 501 (¢) (3) non-profit organiza-
tion, are tax deductible.

Visit our NEW website:
www.MiddletownSpringsHistoricalSociety.org

Business Members
Archideck, Sarah Grimm
Blue Cat Bistro, John Rehlen
Estelle Ellis, Business Image, Inc.
William Emberley, Antique Bottles & Collectibles
Friends in Adoption, Dawn Smith Pliner
Green Mountain Timber Frames, Dan McKeen
Sarah Horne Interior Design
Johnson Energy, Tom & Eileen Johnson
LaValley Building Supply
Jim Marquis, Antiques Appraiser
Montvert Real Estate, Nan Gilmour
Professional Tile Installation, Jerry Hansen
Round Barn Theatre, Karen & Leslie Klami
Stewarts Dairy
Twin Mountain Farms B&B, Annie & Walt Pepperman
Williams Hardware, Poultney, Bob Williams

Middletown Springs Historical Society
P.O. Box 1126
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

Address Service Requested

Notice of Annual Meeting

The 41st Annual Meeting of the Middletown
Springs Historical Society will be held on Sunday,
September 20, at the Historical Society Building .

Agenda
7:00 p.m. Dessert Buffet

7:15 p.m. Business
Trustees

Meeting and Election of

7:45p.m. Phil Crossman, will speak on his
research in the diaries of Sylvanus
Haynes, pastor of the Middletown
Baptist Church, 1790-1817, one of
Middletown's most interesting and
charismatic founders. Phil, a former
pastor of the Middletown Springs

Community Church, whose ancestor
Jonathan Haynes was converted by the
Rev. Sylvanus Haynes, teaches history
courses at the Community College of
Vermont.

Welcome! New Members

NEw CONTRIBUTING MEMBERSHIPS
Anne Pratt Slatin, Stamford, N.Y.
Julie Van Camp, Lopez Island , Wash.

2009 Coming EVENTS

Sunday, Sept. 20
Sunday, Oct. 11

Annual Meeting, 7 pm

Museum Open House
and Donor Celebration,
1-4p.m.
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