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A Trove of Antique Photos from the Kirby Kelley collection

A collection of over 200 glass and film
inegatives spanning decades from 1900
-1950 was donated to the Historical Soci-
ety in late 2012 by Kristal Haynes Hier and %
Justin Hier, who found them in their home [
on East St., formerly the home of her great
grandparents, Kirby and Katherine Kelley. 4

Kirby Lobdell Kelley, 1891-1967, kept a
store and post office next door on East St. He
had run the livery stable which burned in the
disastrous January 1920 fire that destroyed
four buildings on East St. opposite the Green.
Kirby was an amateur photographer who
worked in a darkroom in his basement.

The collection also includes negatives
taken by other photographers as well, in-
cluding Rev. J. George Haigh, the Congre-
gational Church pastor and Harry Rood [
(1871-1960), a prolific Poultney photog- *=
rapher. Other negatives might have been
taken by Dana Carpenter (1863- 1940) and
William S. Hickox (1861-1923). Some of the

Local famers, as yet uhiﬁehtiﬁed, probdbly father, son, and grand-
children, pose with their horses. They are also pictured in the
sugarmaking photograph given to Bill Clark (see page 5).

negatives may be copies of earlier prints or
negatives.

Many of the images are likely Kelley’s family
and friends, but only a few have been identified so
far. Portraits and family groups often include build-
ings and landscapes that offer clues. Many photos
include horses and carriages, farm animals and pets
in predominately rural settings.

Most interesting are scenes of maple syrup boil-
ing, haying and logging activities as well as what
looks like shots of teams and men grading and re-
pairing the dirt roads.

The Poultney photos are often buildings and
landmarks that are currently recognizable, includ-
ing those helpfully labelled, presumably by Rood,
such as “Star Theater” and “ Williams Machine Co.
1949". The aftermaths of fires and epic snowstorms
are also pictured.

Some of these photo images will be displayed
on the Historical Society website (www.Middle-
townSprings-HistoricalSociety.org) along with pho-
tos from the group of Dana Carpenter glass plate im-
ages that were donated to the Society by Duncan Ball
earlier in 2012. (See the June 2012 issue of the News-
letter.)

Photographer and Society member Emmett
Francois cleaned and restored the Kelley negatives

before scanning and storing them on DVD discs. He
also made post card-sized prints for easy viewing of
the collection.

Pawlet photographer George Bouret did the
same with the Carpenter negatives. The small prints
for both collections are available for viewing at the
Society museum.

Energy Audit Shows Ways to Save

A January energy audit of the Historical Society
building by Steve Spatz of Red Barn Design & Build,
has found relatively easy ways to increase thermal
insulation and decrease air infiltration in our histor-
ic building. Steve also proposes the installation of
a “minisplit” air source heat pump to heat and cool
the rooms leased for the Town Office. The minisplit,
which takes heat out of the outside air in tempera-
tures down to 10 degrees F, will allow the oil-fired
hot air heating system to be turned down in the rest
of the building, resulting in significant fuel savings.
Electrical use for the minisplit is approximately $10-
$20 per month. The $10,000 project is eligible for a
$1,000 rebate from Efficiency Vermont, and it will
recoup its cost in four years of fuel savings.



PRESIDENT’S CORNER

The outpouring of support for the Maple Festi-
val from members and friends and from the Middle-
town Springs community was heart-warming and
welcome. A record income will keep the Historical
Society on a favorable financial course.

Thanks to all those that helped in so many ways
and to all who came to partake of the goodies, learn
about the maple industry over the years and to par-
ticipate in the raffle and silent auction. I am pleased
that we signed up some new members, too!

We recently were awarded a $300 grant from
Stewarts Dairy to work with the 5th and 6th grade
students in Middletown Springs who are studying
the Civil War. Students will utilize the museum’s
collection and memorials on the Green and in the

Old Cemetery to gain insight into the lives of people
from Middletown Springs who served in the Civil
War and those who contributed on the home-front.
Thanks to Pat Hemenway and Principal Rick Beale
for writing the grant.

The Historical Society Museum will be open on
Sundays between 2 and 4 pm from Memorial Day
weekend through mid-October, and by appointment.
Come and enjoy our exhibits about Middletown
Springs in days gone by. The Mineral Springs Park is
open every day, year-round, for your enjoyment.

I welcome your feedback and ask you to let me
know how we can be of greater service to you and
the community. We hope to see you at the Straw-
berry Festival on Junel6!

— Robert |. Gould

€G) In Memoriam (O

ALFRED J. HANSEN, 84, of Cedar Grove, N.J. died
June 18, 2012. Born in Garfield, he lived in Ro-
chelle Park and Paramus before moving to Cedar
Grove seven years ago. He worked as a lineman
and foreman for PSE&G for many years prior to
his retirement.

As a proud veteran of the U.S. Army during
World War II and the Korean War, he was a long-
time member of the American Legion Post 170 of
Rochelle Park. Alfred and his wife, Yolanda, built a
second home in Middletown Springs in the 1980s.
He was a member of the Middletown Spring His-
torical Society for many years.

He is survived by his wife of 60 years, Yolanda P.
(née Pellegrino) Hansen; his children Kenneth, and
Gerald and his wife Rita of Middletown Springs;
six grandchildren, three great-grandchildren, and
many loving nieces, nephews and friends.

CHARLOTTE W. LINCOLN, 89, of Ira, died January
2, 2012 in Rutland. The daughter of Grant and Lila
Curtiss White, she married Stewart E. Lincoln in
1945. He died January 25, 2006.

She was a 75-year member of the Ira Valley
Grange, the New Horizon Pomona Grange # 33, Na-
tional Grange and Vermont State Grange. She also
belonged to the Order of Eastern Star for over 55
years, Ira Farm and Home Club, several Historical
Societies, including the Middletown Springs Histor-
ical Society, and the Ira Go-Getters.

She was a relative of Clara Curtiss Carpenter,
tirst wife of Dana Carpenter of Middletown Springs.

Survivors include her sons Neal, and Larry and
his wife, Elaine of Ira. Her son, Gary G. Lincoln, died
in 198]1.
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EiLsie NorTON died April 11 at the age of 98 in
Rutland. The daughter of Grace (Coy) and Emory
McLaughlin, she was a lifelong resident of Middle-
town Springs. She graduated from Middletown
Springs High School, and Green Mountain College
in Poultney.
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The McLaughlin family: (I-r) Emory, Shirley, Grace,
Elsie, Elizabeth, Evelyn. Sister Esther is missing from
the photo.

She was married to Clark Norton for nearly 60
years. They owned and operated a dairy and poul-
try farm and a maple syrup business until 1976.
They were members of the Rutland County Maple
Producers Association and were honored for their
dedication and service. Clark died in 1990.

Elsie leaves two daughters, Jean Ann Reynolds of
Middletown Springs and Marlene Collins of Burling-
ton; four grandchildren, Cathy Collins of Montpelier,
Mark Raymond of Tiverton, RI, Craig Collins of Bur-
lington, and Zoe Raymond of Sudbury; four great-
grandchildren; also several nieces and nephews.

In December 2010, she was presented with the
Gold-Headed Cane, honoring the oldest person of
Middletown Springs




She was a founding member of the Middletown
Springs Historical Society and served on the Board
of Trustees. She was profiled in the April 1995 issue
of the Newsletter for her maintenance of the Soci-
ety’s display case in the Post Office for many years,
and in the May 2010 issue after she had received the
Gold-Headed Cane.

She was a member of Fortnightly Club, Home
Demonstration, Art Club, and Ladies Aid. For many
years, she taught Sunday School and arranged flow-
ers for Sunday services at the Community Church.

ELmMER A. MOYER, Jr., 70, of Sumter, S.C., died
January 10, 2013, in South Carolina. He was born in
Granville, N.Y., the son of Elmer Arthur Sr. and Jen-
nie Lois (De Graff) Moyer.

Mr. Moyer graduated from Middletown Springs
High School in 1961, and studied at the University of
Wisconsin, the George Meany Labor Center in Silver
Springs, Md., and the University of South Carolina,
Sumter Campus.

Mr. Moyer enlisted in the U.S. Army serving as a
SFC Platoon Sergeant prior to his discharge. He served
in the Vermont Army National Guard for 23 years.

He was employed by the International Union of
Electronic Workers as a international representative
for 24 years, retiring in 1997, and was a substitute mail
route carrier from Middletown Springs to Poultney.

He was life member of AFL-CIO since July 1, 1964
and a recent member of the Middletown Springs
Historical Society.

Survivors include a son, Brian D. Moyer of Clay-
ton, N.C.; two daughters, Marci G. Pampuch of Clay-
ton, N.C., and Linette M. Gordon of Fort Edward,
N.Y.; a sister, Betty A. Buffum of Castleton; nieces
Lesa Cathcart of Fair Haven, and Vickie Hill of Rut-
land; eight grandchildren; 12 great-grandchildren;
and several nieces and nephews.

PuyrLris H. Pi1ercE, 65, of Rutland, died November
27,2012, after a long, courageous battle with a neu-
rological illness.

She was born in Chicago, Ill., on July 10, 1947, the
daughter of Albert and Naomi Harward.

Phyllis received her bachelor's degree from Ari-
zona State University in 1969 and her master's and
doctorate degrees from Florida State University in
1976. She had been a licensed clinical psychologist
in Vermont from then until her retirement in 2004.
She married Roger C. Pierce in 1972 while both were
in graduate school. She completed her doctorate de-
gree in clinical psychology in Washington, D.C..

Phyllis and Roger then moved to East Walling-
ford, in 1975 and later to Middletown Springs to a
home they built as part of the Rocks and Trees Co-
operative. They continued their work in a psycho-
therapy practice, Pathways of Rutland, which they
established in 1982. They were Historical Society
members for many years.

Phyllis served on the board of directors of the

Rutland County Women's Network and Shelter. She
was listed in Who's Who of American Women. She
was a founding member and past president of Psy-
chCare Network and served as president of Rocks
and Trees for several years.

She is survived by her husband, Roger of Rut-
land; her sister, Paulina Harward Stout of Lexington,
Mass.; and numerous cousins, nephews and nieces.

LAwWRENCE W. RitcHuig, 70, died March 21 in Glens
Falls, N.Y. He was born in Troy, N.Y., the son of Wil-
liam and Doris (Loomis) Ritchie, received his early
education in Middle Granville and graduated from
Granville Central School in 1960 where he partici-
pated in basketball and track. He continued with his
love of basketball playing for a semi-pro team in the
Adirondack League.

Larry's lifetime work revolved around the slate
industry. He was president of Ritchie Bros. Slate Co.
Inc. in Middle Granville.

While living in Middle Granville, he was a volun-
teer firefighter with the Penrhyn Engine and Hose Co.
After moving to Hampton in 1973, he served on the
Town Board for many years.He was a member of the
Middletown Springs Historical Society for almost a
decade and generously donated the slate for the porte
cochere of the Historical Society building in 2004.

Larry is survived by his wife, Evelyn (Jones)
Ritchie, whom he married September 1, 1973. The
couple resided in Hampton and later Middletown
Springs. He is also survived by his sisters, Yvonne
Pratt of Hampton, N.Y., Michelle Shaw of Granville,
N.Y.; a half-sister Colleen Hooper of Middle Gran-
ville, N.Y.; half-brothers William Ritchie Jr. of North
Granville, N.Y., and Michael Ritchie of Hampton,
N.Y.; sisters-in-law Marlene Jones of Middletown
Springs, Elaine Duffy of Wells, Vt.

EsTELLE ErLLis RUBINSTEIN, 92, died July 1, 2012
in Manhattan, N.Y. She was born in Brooklyn, the
daughter of Russian immigrants and was graduated
from Hunter College in 1940 wih a degree in Politi-
cal Science and Journalism. A highlight of her career
in journalism was the launching of Seventeen maga-
zine with Helen Valentine in 1944. She had previous-
ly worked with Popular Science, Design for Living
and Click magazines and later worked with Charm
magazine in the 1950s. In 1958 she formed a mar-
keting firm, Business Image, Inc., with her husband,
Sam Rubinstein. Their magazine clients included
Glamour, House and Garden, Bride and Vogue and
corporate clients included Kimberly-Clark.

Among Estelle’s later accomplishments were the
publication of At Home with Books, (1995), At Home
with Art (1999), and The Booklover’s Repair Kit (2000).

She was a member of the Middletown Springs
Historical Society for several years.

She is survived by her son, Ellis; her daughter,
Nora; two grandchildren; and a great-granddaughter.

(continued on page 4)
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(continued from page 3)

JErRRY]JOSEPH “JOE” SONDERMAN, 75, of Pittsford, Vt.,
died suddenly while visiting family in Ascot, Eng-
land, on December 23, 2012. A native of Wheeling,
West Virginia, Mr. Sonderman was a Graduate of
Industrial Design at the University of Cincinnati
and served as a Major in the United States Army
Signal Corps. An Industrial Designer of national re-
pute, Mr. Sonderman left a lasting mark on the city
of Charlotte, and in nearly all 50 states through his
company Design/Joe Sonderman, Inc., a Charlotte
landmark for over 35 years.

Joe was involved in numerous organizations,
including serving on the board of the Charlotte
Men's Shelter for over 12 years. In retirement, he
and his wife moved to Middletown Springs, where
he served on the board of the Middletown Springs
Historical Society.

He is survived by his wife of 49 years, Jere Son-
derman; four sons, Scot of Charlotte, N.C., Sean of
Ascot, UK., Stephen of Phnom Penh, Cambodia,
and Stewart of Norcross, GA; and six grandchildren.

ROBERT J. VALE, 87, of Castleton, died Jan. 24, 2011
in Rutland. He was born in Kington, England, the
son of William Frank and Kathleen (Hitchman) Vale
and attended Ross-on-Wye Grammar School and
Gloucestershire Technical College before com-
mencing a four-year apprenticeship at Rotol Ltd. of
Gloucestershire. He then enrolled in a post-graduate
course in production engineering and management
at the University of Birmingham in England. In
1958, he immigrated to Ontario, Canada, where he
was employed by Canadian Westinghouse and Nor-
ton Abrasives. In 1968, he moved to Massachusetts
where he continued working for Norton's U.S. plant,
and later, Hyde Tools in Southbridge, Mass.

In 1961, he married Ann Davison in Cincinnati,
Ohio.

He was a member of the Middletown Springs
Historial Society for many years.

Survivors include his wife, Ann of Castleton; a
brother, Roger Vale of Victoria, British Columbia;
and several nieces, nephews and cousins in Canada
and England. He was predeceased by his brother,
Cecil, in 1984.

Thank You 2012 Annual Fund Donors!

Thank you for your donation to the 2012 Annual
Fund! Contributions to the Fund totalled almost
$2,500.

Kelley Beckwith & Charles Stearns
Copeland & Andree Bertsche
Phil & May Biondi

Bernard & Marcia Bischoff
Marilyn Bobseine

Raymond Burke

Gerald Dexter

Truman & Marilyn Esau
Kathy & Patrick Feeley

Gail Franz

Maxine Garfinkel

Robert Gould

Marie Hadwen

Jerry & Rita Hansen

Yolanda Hansen

Richard & Cheryl Hanson
Vannilu Harrison & Sharen Underwood
Pat & Don Hemenway
Richard A. Hruby

Linda & Tom Hurcomb

Tom & Helen Jaeger

Tom & Eileen Johnson

Beryl Kirschman

Anne C. Krouse

Warren Marble

Alice & Warren Marsh

Jon & Kimberly Mathewson
Maureen McCormack

Dale Milne
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Shirley & Byron Moyer
Davicly & Jennifer Munyak
Velma Reed

James Ritchie

Evelyn & Larry Ritchie
Adina & William Roberts
Joan & John Roche

Don & Helen Rogers

Diane Rosenmiller

Diane Schroeder

Joyce Scribner

Leslie Silver & Michael Beattie
Douglas & Joan Shaw

Anne Pratt Slatin

Linda Peavy & Ursula Smith
Aileen & Peter Stevenson
Harry & Mary Thomas
Hazel Thompson

Kathleen Whittet

Williams Hardware
Katherine Williams

Mary Lou Willits & David Wright

RECENT ACQUISITIONS

The Woodstock Historical Society has donated a
First Prize Dog Power treadmill, manufactured by
the Vermont Farm Machine Co., Brattleboro, Vt. The
treadmill is much smaller and lighter in weight than
our A.W. Gray horse-powered treadmills which are
stored in various barns around town. We will be able
to display and show the principle of animal power
more conveniently with this valuable acquisition.




Maple Festival Celebrates 25th

Good weather brought a big crowd to our 25th
Maple Festival. Volunteers served maple treats, in-
cluding sugar on snow, “Spun Gold” maple cotton
candy and home-made desserts. Fred Bradley dem-
onstrated old-fashioned sugar-making technique
over an open fire while old-time sugarmaker Bill
Clark lectured on Maple history using artifacts from
the Society’s collection.

A Raffle and a Silent Auction with donated priz-
es from area businesses and friends of the Society
kept up the suspense throughout the afternoon. The
hard work of many volunteers paid off, with net
proceeds of over $3,000. Thanks to all who bought a
raffle ticket or left an auction bid!

The following businesses and crafts people do-
nated Raffle and Silent auction items for the Maple
Festival. Please thank them by purchasing their
crafts and patronizing their businesses in the com-
ing year. Special thanks go to the students from
local schools who donated their time and talent in
decorating four antique maple sap buckets from
the Clark farm.

Applebee’s Bar & Grill - gift card

Bentley House Bed & Breakfast - gift certificate

Birdseye Diner - dinner for two certificate

Blue Cat Bistro - dinner for two certificate

Fred Bradley & Marilyn Trapeni - syrup

Bill & Sue Clark - gift basket, sap buckets for deco-
ration

Lois Dansereau - two pair of handmade mittens

Dietra Davis - vintage hat, books, doll, and other
items for raffle

East Poultney General Store - gift certificate

Emmett Francois - framed print, hand-crafted frame
for historic photo

Gilmore Home Center - gift card

Green Mountain College students - decorated sap
bucket

Green Mountain Coffee Roasters - merchandise
items

Greenes Sugar House - Indian sugar and loan of
Spun Gold machine

Hannaford - grocery gift card

Don Hemenway - hardware merchandise item

Hermit Hill Books - gift certificate

Home Depot - two merchandise items

Peter Huntoon - watercolor print

Johnson Energy - fuel oil certificate

Anne & Bud Krouse - Gem in the Hills books

Lake St. Catherine Country Club - greens fee gift
certificate

LaValley’s Building Supply - two gift cards

Long Trail School students - decorated sap bucket

Mahar Family Maple - syrup for raffle

Middletown Springs Elementary School students -
decorated sap bucket

Mont Calm Winery - gift certificate

David Munyak - maple bud vase

NAPA Auto Supply - merchandise item

Ninety-Nine Restaurant - gift card

Rising Meadow Pottery - Diane Rosenmiller vase

Riverside Motors - oil change certificate

Roots Restaurant - gift certificate

Rutland Natural Foods Co-op - gift certificate

Sal’s South Restaurant - gift certificate

Sissy’s Kitchen - soup, gift basket, gift certificate

Solarfest - two festival passes

S.E. Smith Feeds - gift certificate

Staples - two gift cards

Stewarts Ice Cream - ice cream for Maple Festival

Stone Valley Co-op - gift basket

Taps Tavern - gift certificate

The Tiny Theater - tickets

Vermont Country Store - two gift baskets and mer-
chandise items

Vermont Sweetwater - case of maple soda

West Rutland School Students - decorated sap
bucket

Williams Hardware - two merchandise gift baskets

Photo by Emmett Francois
David Wright presents an antique photo of maple sug-
aring to Bill Clark at the Maple Festival, in recognition
of his many years of participation. Made from one of the
negatives from the recently acquired Kirby Kelley col-
lection, the photo was printed from a glass negative and
framed using local barnboard by Emmett Francois.



Items for Sale

* Copies of Historical Society Newsletters, $1 post paid.

* History of Middletown, by Barnes Frisbee, cp-rom or pho-
tocopy, $20, post paid.

* Historic photo notecards of Middletown Springs, box
of 8, $12 post paid.

* Searching for Ichabod, by Julie Van Camp, $18, post paid.

* A Gem in the Hills, by Frances Krouse, $25, post paid.

* Antique Mineral Springs Water bottles, prices start at
$60.

Membership Information

Membership dues for 2013 were due in January.
Check your mailing label for current status.

Dues (Check one):

Individual $10.00 Business $50.00
Family $15.00  Sustaining $100.00
Contributing  $25.00

Send to: Pat Hemenway, Treasurer

Middletown Springs Historical Society
P.O. Box 1121
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

Donations to MSHS, a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization,
are tax deductible.

Visit our website:
www.MiddletownSpringsHistoricalSociety.org

Business Members
Blue Cat Bistro, John Rehlen
Gabe Friedman, Web Designer,
Dick Gray, Goldenbrook Construction
Green Mountain Timber Frames, Dan McKeen
Johnson Energy, Tom & Eileen Johnson
LaValley Building Supply
Jim Marquis, Antiques Appraiser
Montuvert Real Estate, Nan Gilmour
Professional Tile Installation, Jerry Hansen
Southview Arts / Foolish Records, Jim Gilmour
Stewarts Dairy
Twin Mountain Farm B&B, Annie & Walt Pepperman
Williams Hardware, Poultney, Bob Williams

The MSHS Newsletter is published twice a year for members and
friends of the Society. Comments and manuscipts on subjects of
interest are encouraged and should be sent clo David Wright, editor,
or e-mailed to montvert@vermontel.net.

WELCOME! NEW MEMBERS

NeEw MEMBERSHIPS

Tom & Linda Hurcomb, Middletown Springs
Andrew & Susan Shayne, Middletown Springs
Claudia & George Gonda, Stroudsburg, Pa.

NEw SUSTAINING MEMBERS

Copeland & Andree Bertsche, Montclair, N.].
Richard A. Hruby, Columbus, N.].

New Trustees & Annual Meeting

At the September 2012 Annual Meeting, Dr. Wil-
liam Tortolano presented a “A Vermont Musical
Sampler,” illustrating musical folklore connected
with Vermont history.

Retiring trustee, Jon Mathewson, was thanked
for his service and returning trustee, David Wright,
was elected. Continuing for 2012-2013 are Rob-
ert Gould, Pat Hemenway, David Munyak, Mari-
lyn Schubert and Theron Krouse. Linda Hurcomb
joined the board in early 2013.

2012 ComING EVENTS

Sunday, June 16 Strawberry Festival
2to4 p.m.

Sunday, Sept. 22 Annual Meeting
7 p.m.

Sunday, Oct. 6 Museum Open House
& Donor Celebration

1to4 p.m.

Middletown Springs Historical Society
P.O. Box 1121
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

Address Service Requested



