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Saving Sylvanus

Sylvanus Haynes,
was only 22 years old in
1790 when he accept-
ed the position as the
first Baptist minister in
Middletown,  Vermont.
At the time, there were
no church buildings in
town, just a log cabin on
the southeast corner of
the Old Cemetery which
was used for Town meet-
ings and for gatherings
of adherents of both the
Congregationalist  and
Baptist faiths. When the
Congregational meeting
house was built in 1796,
Haynes led Baptists ser-
vices there on Sunday
afternoons. In 1807, the
Baptists built their own
church, the building fac-

Phil Crossman holds Sylvanus Haynes’ Diary.

claimed “he had few su-
periors as a minister or a
Christian.”

Philip Crossman, for-
mer pastor (1992-98) of
the Community Church
and now an administra-
tor and faculty member
at the Community Col-
lege of Vermont in Mont-
pelier, has family roots
in early Middletown
Springs that trace back
to Sylvanus Haynes’ in-
fluence. While here he
became deeply interested
in Haynes and has re-
searched his life through
surviving church records
and sermons, as well as
Haynes’ personal diaries
and unpublished writ-
ings. Phil’s article, “His-

ing the green that now houses the Town garage.
Haynes was a strong and popular leader during
that church building era.

Haynes wrote and published many tracts and
sermons over the years for a wide audience, a few of
which survive in the Middletown Springs Histori-
cal Society collection, with titles such as “A sermon,
delivered before His Excellancy the governor, His
Honor the lieut. governor, the Honorable Council
and House of Representatives of Vermont, at Mont-
pelier, October 13, 1809, being the day of general
election,” and he played a statewide role in Baptist
and secular affairs. After the “year without a sum-
mer.” caused by the 1815 volcanic eruption of Mt.
Tambora halfway around the world, and the result-
ing economic hardship in Vermont, Haynes moved
in 1817 to Elbridge, in western New York, where he
preached and evangelized until his death in 1826.

His obituary in thel1837 Historical Sketch of
the Baptist Missionary Convention of the State

tory of Church And State in Middletown," appeared
in the December 1996 issue of the MSHS Newsletter.

Phil has prepared an exhibit, “Saving Sylva-
nus,” about Sylvanus Haynes, the first settled min-
ister in Middletown, for Vermont History Expo.
The exhibit chronicles Haynes’ roots, his influence
on religion and politics of the time, and why he
matters today.

Every other year, more than one hundred lo-
cal historical societies and museums gather at
the Tunbridge Fair Grounds for Vermont Histori-
cal Society’s Vermont History Expo. This year the
Middletown Springs Historical Society will present
the Sylvanus Haynes exhibit, continuing a record
of participation that goes back to the first History
Expo in 2000.

Opening on June 26 at Strawberry Festival,
“Saving Sylvanus” will be on temporary display at
the Middletown Springs Historical Society museum

(cont'd on page 4)



PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Membership Generosity
Boosts the Maple Festival

David Wright

When the Trustees began planning this year’s
Maple Festival in early January, we decided to look
for new in-kind support for the Silent Auction from
our talented and generous members.

Over the years members have volunteered in
many ways, and help has come from artists, authors,
chefs, craftspeople, and lecturers. A few who come
to mind: Western and Women’s History authors Ur-
sula Smith and Linda Peavy talked at Annual Meet-
ing about Vermont farmers who homesteaded in
Montana Territory; watercolor artist Peter Huntoon
orchestrated three successful events at Strawberry
Festival where everyone was invited to help to cre-
ate “Community Paintings” of local scenes. These
are now on display at the Elementary School and the
Historical Society dining room. Also at the Straw-
berry Festival, Nicholas Seidner demonstrated the
art of throwing clay pots on a potter’s wheel; and
at just about every event for the past ten years, lo-
cal landscaper and guitarist Paul Morgan has per-
formed and put together a band of his fellow acoustic
musicians, adding immensely to the atmosphere of
our fundraisers.

We contacted many individuals who we thought
might want to donate and the response was phenom-
enal. Noted portrait artist Constance Beaty offered
to do an oil portrait of an auction winner’s pet. Au-
thor Linda Peavy will mentor an aspiring poet or
writer. Joe King, who has taken up oil painting in
his retirement from the NYPD, pledged to get some-
one started in this rewarding hobby. Genealogist
Anne Pratt Slatin gave three hours of family his-

tory research. Jewelry artist Nance Dean and fiber
artist Lois Dansereau donated fine craft creations,
as did art potters Nick Seidner and Diane Rosen-
miller, cabinetmaker Shane Thornton and quilter
Alice Marsh. Botanists and biologists Kathy Doyle
and Jim Graves offered to do a natural history as-
sessment of the high bidder’s property. Dietra Da-
vis will host a tea and a ride in her Model A Ford.
Sarah Grimm will give horseback riding lessons.
Selectman Herb Childress will give lessons in shoot-
ing pool on the regulation table at his home. Week-
long stays at condominiums in Charleston, S.C. and
Williamsburg Va. were donated by Tom & Shannon
Winkopp and by Pat & Don Hemenway, respective-
ly, while John & Lucille Horkan donated two nights
at their waterfall vacation home (still available!),
and Walt & Annie Pepperman gave a stay at their
Bed & Breakfast on Coy Hill Rd. Rich & Eileen Hru-
by raided the family antiques collection to donate
a 19th Century hand cranked butter churn while
Karen Svenningsen gave some of her choicest flea
market finds. Not to be outdone, our GMC intern
Eden Aiken volunteered the services of her brother,
a Maine lobsterman, to provide a feast of six super-
fresh crustaceans for someone’s New England lob-
ster boil! Sugarmakers Alfred Haley, Ryan Mahar
and Fred Bradley gave maple products to sweeten
the deal, See the compelete list of donations below.

The talent and generosity of our membership
helped push the total of our Maple Festival proceeds
over the $6,000 mark for the first time in recorded
history and the Trustees are supremely grateful.

But let’s not rest on our laurels — it’s not too
early to think what YOU might offer for the 2017
Maple Festival Silent Auction.

Three Silent Auction Items Still Available

Three items had no bidders at the the Maple Fes-
tival Silent Auction:

* A historic building evaluation and a written re-
port on your Rutland County building by MSHS
President David Wright — a $500 value, avail-
able for $200;

* A Seth Thomas 8-day time & strike shelf clock,
donated and warranted by the Clock Doctor — a
$400 value, available for $150;

* A two-night stay at the Horkans’ Middletown
Springs vacation rental house at Schollar’s Falls
on the Poultney River —a $350 value for $175.
For more information about any of these offers,

call or email David Wright, at (802) 235-2376 or

montvert@vermontel.net.
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Photo by David Wright

Ryan Mahar discusses maple sap gathering tech-
nology at this year's Maple Festival.



Maple Festival Sweetens the Season

The 27th Annual Maple Festival featured cold,
sunny weather and a complete absence of snow.
Fred Bradley and Jim Hill tended the fire and the
outdoor demonstration of old-time sugaring tech-
nique. In the dining room Trish Peschl served sugar
on shaved ice, Herb Childress made pancakes, and
Kathy Feeley and Tara Beattie served maple des-
serts, while Pat Hemenway and Maureen McCor-
mack managed the kitchen.
Eden Aiken, our Green Mountain College intern,
and her friends from GMC ran the raffle drawing
while Linda Hurcomb watched over the Silent Auc-
FEden Aiken — fresh Maine lobsters
Applebee's Restaurant — gift card
Kim Beaty — oil portrait of a pet
Blue Cat Bistro — dinner for two certificate
Fred Bradley — maple syrup
Herb Childress — pool & billiards lesson
The Clock Doctor— antique shelf clock
Lois Dansereau — handknit wool sox
Nance Dean — handmade silver necklace, silver &
gold ring
Dietra Davis — Model A ride, tea and museum tour
Dietra Davis —Downton Abbey era gown, hat & bead-
ed purse

Kathy Doyle & Jim Graves — natural history assess-
ment

Fast Poultney Store — cookie cutters

Garden Time — gift cards

Gilmore Home Center — LED light bulbs

GMP Energy Innovation Center — LED light bulbs

Green Mountain Coffee Roasters — Keurig coffee
maker

Green’s Sugar House — Indian sugar and loan of Spun

Gold machine
Sarah Grimm — horseback riding lessons
Alfred Haley— maple syrup
Hannaford’s — grocery gift card
Pat & Don Hemenway — basket of wine, raffle items
Pat & Don Hemenway — Williamsburg, Va. condo
Hermit Hill Books — gift certificate
Home Depot — meat smoker
Lucille & John Horkan — waterfall vacation house

stay
Rich & Eileen Hruby — antique butter churn
Peter Huntoon — watercolor print
Linda & Tom Hurcomb — Vermont photo art book
Johnson Energy — fuel o1l certificate
Richard Kenney — signed poetry books
King Arthur Flour — three cook books

tion. Paul Morgan entertained on acoustic guitar.

Upstairs in the auditorium Ryan Mahar and
David Wright held forth with the maple lecture, in-
terpreting our collection of antique maple sugaring
artifacts, highlighting the history of Vermont sugar-
ing, and explaining the newest technologies of maple
production. A total of 51 Silent Auction items were
sold to the high bidders and 53 raffle prizes were
given away. The net income from this year’s festival
was just over $6000, the highest ever.

Thanks to these businesses, artisans and friends
who donated items for this year’s silent auction and
raffle:

Joe King — o1l painting lesson

LaValley’s Building Supply — two gift cards

Mac’s Citgo — gift card

Mahar Family Maple — maple syrup and maple cream

Alice Blakely Marsh — handmade quilt

Mr. Twitters — three gifts and gift certificates

Ninety—Nine Restaurant — gift card

Paramount Theater — four ticket vouchers

Linda Peavy — poetry writing lesson

Price Chopper — gift card

Quest Frames — gift certificate

Rising Meadow Pottery — two wood—fired mugs,
pitcher

Riverside Motors — oil service certificate

Sal’s South — gift certificate

Sissy’s Kitchen — maple dessert, gift certificate

S.E. Smith Feeds —gift certificate

Anne Pratt Slatin — genealogy research consultation

Staples — gift certificate

Stewarts Ice Cream — ice cream for Maple Festival

Karen Svenningsen — dog gift basket, guitar, food gift
certificate

Tarbell Farm — maple syrup

Shane Thornton — hand crafted curio cabinet

Twin Mountains Farm — B&B stay

Vermont Canvas Products — canvas bag

Vermont Country Store — gift basket, gift certificate

Vermont Country Store — three catalogue auction
Items

Vermont Sweetwater — case of maple soda

Vermont Teddy Bear — Basics Bear

Williams True Value Hardware — children’s auction
items

Tom & Shannon Winkopp — Charleston , S.C. condo

David Wright — historic building assessment

EMIDDLETOWN SPRINGS
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Thank you for your donation to the 2015
Annual Fund!

Contributions to the Annual Fund totaled over
$2500, earmarked as donors chose, to the Building
Fund, the Heritage Fund, the Mineral Springs Park
Fund, the Museum Fund and the Operating Fund.

Kim Beaty

Phil & May Biondi
Marilyn Bobseine
Raymond Burke

Dennis & Enid Clark
Gail Franz

FElmer Gombosi

George & Claudia Gonda
Rita Hansen

Yolanda Hansen
Vannilu Harrison & Sharen Underwood
Merwyn Hedding

Pat & Don Hemenway
John & Lucille Horkan
Richard & Eileen Hruby
Linda & Tom Hurcomb
Tom & Helen Jaeger
April & Gary Kanew
Priscilla Lane

Neal Lincoln

Alice Marsh

Mary Lou Mars

Andrew Moyer

Martha Parker-Dunne

Velma Reed

Grant & Jo Reynolds

James Ritchie

Evelyn Ritchie

Adina & William Roberts

Don & Helen Rogers

Diane Rosenmiller & Nicholas Seidner
Paul Sackevich

Diane Rae Schroeder

Bruce & Barbara Scott

Joyce Scribner

Andrew & Susan Shayne

Anne Pratt Slatin

Ursula Smith & Linda Peavy
Debra Squires

Aileen & Peter Stevenson

Harry & Mary Thomas

Mabel & Gerald Traver

Bill Upholt & Mary Lee Morrison
Roland Van Guilder

Kathy & Alfred Whittet
Katherine Kay Williams

Tom & Shannon Winkopp

Mary Lou Willits & David Wright

Annual Meeting Chronicles Inventive Vermonters, Elects Board Members

Vermont Humanities Council speaker Paul
Wood brought his slide lecture on Vermont inven-
tors to the Annual Meeting on Sept. 20, 2015, profil-
ing many examples, including A.W. Gray and Sons
of Middletown who invented improved versions
of horse-powered treadmills, threshers and saws.
Along with many other artifacts from his collection,
Mr. Wood brought a novel ratchet wrench, invented
and patented by Grays Sons, for removing and re-
placing the teeth on the thresher cylinder. Other lo-
cal inventors presented, among the over three dozen
Vermont examples were Moseley and Stoddard, who
made butter churns in Poultney and Rutland; the
Howe Co. of Brandon and Rutland who made all
kinds of weighing equipment; G.H. Grimm of Rut-
land, manufacturers of maple sugaring implements;
and Dr. Joseph Guild of Rupert, an 1861 graduate of
the New York Medical College, who made a maple
sap flow regulator for sugarmaking as well as a pat-
ent remedy concoction, with its own inhalation de-
vice, for the treatment of asthma.

During the business meeting, President David
Wright reviewed the year’s highlights including an
Award of Excellence from the League of Local His-
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torical Societies for the Middletown Spring History
Timeline Exhibit that graces the auditorium walls.
Jon Mathewson created it in installments over the
last ten years as exhibits for the Vermont Historical
Society History Expo. Another accomplishment was
the compiling and donation of a collection of history
related books to the Town Library, using a grant
money from the Stewarts Corporation.

Karen Svenningsen was elected as a new Trust-
ee. Alice Hoisington and Jon Mathewson were elect-
ed to second terms. A buffet selection of homemade
desserts was sampled by all.

(cont. from page 1)
through the summer and fall.

The Vermont History Expo is held at the Tun-
bridge Fair Grounds in Tunbridge, Vermont on
Saturday and Sunday, June 18 & 19, from 10 am to
5 pm. Admission is: Adults $10, children $5; Ages 5
and under free; family pass (2 adults and multiple
children) $20. Half price admission for visitors in
period dress!

Learn more at http://vermonthistory.org/com-
munity/vermont-history-expo.
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Jayne E. BickrorD of Lisbon
Falls, Maine, 92, died March 12.
She was born in Burlington the
daughter of Edgar Clayton and
Vina Lucretia (Farr) Harrington.
Her Harrington ancestors are
buried in the Old Cemetery in
Middletown Springs. She gradu-
ated from Biltmore High School,
earned an AA degree from Northeastern University,
Boston, and a BS in Elementary Education from the
University of Southern Maine. She married Carl A.
Bickford, who died in 1990.

Jayne worked at Brunswick Naval Air Station
and at Topsham AFS for many years. Following her
retirement she taught in the Lisbon School System
and then did substitute teaching until 1990.

She was a member of Middletown Springs His-
torical Society since 1989.

She was actively engaged in genealogical re-
search for many years and compiled two published
family genealogies as well as self-printed family
histories, including the Ruff Family who eventually
settled in Fairfax, Vermont, and work on her hus-
band Carl Bickford's genealogy. She also compiled
Farly Bowdoin Maine Families, and Some of Their
Descendants (2002) and co-compiled with Charlene
Bartlett a book of Bowdoin Cemetery Inscriptions
(1993). She and Charlene started the Bowdoin His-
torical Society in 1972.

She was a member of the Burnt Meadow Chap-
ter, Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR)
where she served as Regent. She received a certifi-
cate for 40 years of service to the National DAR.

She was a member of the Mayflower Society;
Maine Old Cemetery Association; Androscoggin
Land Trust; Maine Historical Society; and of St.
Mathew's Episcopal Church, Lisbon Falls.

Jayne is survived by her stepson, Bruce Bickford
and his wife Rebecca; a grandniece and several cous-
ins including, Donald A. Hemenway, Jr. of Middle-
town Springs.

DEexTER DaAvisoN, 82, died Dec.
23, 2015, at his home in Spar-
tanburg, S.C.. Born in Cincin-
nati, Ohio, he was the son of

son and Leona Gray chkox L
Davison. Leona was a grand-
daughter of Leonidas Gray.
Herb Davison, past president

of the Society, died in 2000 (see May 2000 Newslet-
ter).

A graduate of Cincinnati Country Day School,
Davison was also a cum laude graduate of the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma and received his master’s de-
gree from Clemson. He retired from Spartanburg
Day School after 35 years of teaching and was head
of the math department. After retiring, he continued
teaching at Wofford College and Spartanburg Com-
munity College. He was an avid camper and a senior
counselor at Camp Kooch-i-Ching in International
Falls, Minnesota, and was of the Episcopalian faith.
He was a frequent visitor to Middletown Springs
and a Society member since 1990.

Survivors include his wife, Josette Ann Wil-
liams Davison; son, Dekker Davison of Pacolet, S.C.;
daughter, Bethany Davison of Clemson, S.C.; grand-
son, Scout Davison, Yakob Davison-Daniels, and
Cathey Davison-Daniels.

Dexter’s daughter, Laurie Davison died previ-
ously. His sister, Ann Davison Vale, died in May
2015 (see Sept. 2015 Newsletter).

8 HEeLEN FARR SLoAN died Decem-
ber 13, 2005, aged 94, in Wilm-
ington, Del. She was born in
NewYork City, the daughter of
|| Dr. Charles and Heleln Wood-
| hull Farr. She enrolled in the
Art Students League of New
| York where she studied with
| John Sloan, who became her
friend, mentor, and later her
husband.

She was married in 1937 for a
brief time to Wyatt Davis and
taught at the Nightingale-Bam-
ford School in NYC. A year after Sloan’s wife, Dolly
died in 1944, she married her former teacher, forty
years her senior. He died seven years later.

Helen helped organize a retrospective exhibition
of Sloan’s work at the Whitney Museum of American
Art and devoted the rest of her life to the promotion
of Sloan’s legacy and the distribution of his estate.
The contents of his studio and library were donated
to he University of Delaware, the Smithsonian Insti-
tution, the National Gallery of Art and several other
institutions. Helen gave more than 5,000 works to
the Delaware Art Museum, making it the leading re-
pository for the study of John Sloan. Her own paint-
ings are held in private and public collections in-
cluding the Delaware Art museum and the National
Museum of Women the Arts in Washington, D.C.

Helen was a life member of the Middletown
Springs Historical Society since 1986.

“Helen at the Easel,”
1947, painting by
John Sloan.




Items for Sale

» Copies of Historical Society Newsletters, $1 post paid.

» History of Middletown, by Barnes Frisbie, co-rom or
photocopy, $20, post paid.

e Historic photo notecards of Middletown Springs, box
of 8, $12 post paid.

e Searching for Ichabod, by Julie Van Camp, $18, post
paid.

* A Gem in the Hills, by Frances Krouse, $25, post paid.

* Antique Mineral Springs Water bottles, starting at $60.

Membership Information

Membership dues for 2016 were due in January.
Check your mailing label for current status.

Dues (Check one):

Individual $10.00  Business $50.00
Family $15.00  Sustaining $100.00
Contributing  $25.00

Send to: Pat Hemenway, Treasurer

Middletown Springs Historical Society
P.O. Box 1121
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

Donations to MSHS, a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization,
are tax deductible.

Visit our website:
www.MiddletownSpringsHistoricalSociety.org

Business Members
Blue Cat Bistro, John Rehlen
Farmer Mould & Machinery, [im Gilmour
Gabe Friedman, Web Designer,
Green Mountain Timber Frames, Dan McKeen
Johnson Energy, Tom & Eileen Johnson
LaValley Building Supply
Mahar Family Maple, Ryan & Ann Marie Mahar
Manson Hall
Morgan Mountain Organic Gardeners
New England Slate Co., Chris Smid
Stewarts Dairy
Williams Hardware, Poultney, Bob Williams

Welcome!
New Members

John Antonez, Manchester
Dale Cavanaugh, Boise, Idaho
Beverly Kenney, Ashland, Mass.
Dave Widell, Wells

NEew CONTRIBUTING MEMBERS
Josie & Jere Berger, Middletown Springs
Leslie Hays Campbell, Stockton, Calif.
Martha Heitkamp, Middletown Springs
Joe & Mary King, Middletown Springs
Paul Sackevich, Bellows Falls
Julia Samborsky, Front Royal, Va.
Diane Rae Schroeder, Long Beach, Calif.
Maryanne & Tom Tyrrell, Bronx, N.Y.

NEew BusiNEss MEMBERS
Luke Larson, Middletown Springs

NEW SUSTAINING MEMBERS
Jeffrey & Christina Bloom, San Luis Obispo, Calif.
Kathy & Patrick Feeley, Middletown Springs

The MSHS Newsletter is published twice a year for members and
friends of the Society. Comments and manuscipts on subjects of
interest are encouraged and should be sent c/lo David Wright, editor,
or e-mailed to montvert@vermontel.net.

2016 Coming EVENTS

Sunday, May 29 Memorial Day Parade,
3pm.

Saturday, June 18  Vermont History Expo,

Sunday, June 19 Tunbridge, VT

Sunday, June 26 Strawberry Festival,
2to4 pm

Sunday, Sept. 18 Annual Meeting

Sunday, Oct. 2 Museum Open House

Middletown Springs Historical Society
P.O. Box 1121
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

Address Service Requested




