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Fifty Years Ago
The Organizing Meeting of the Middletown Springs Historical Society

Middlet own Spri ngs  Histori cal  Society

(cont'd on page 2)

On Tuesday evening, 
October 7, 1969, a group 
of residents of Middle-
town Springs met at the 
home of Aileen and Vin-
cent Winkopp on Coy 
Hill. They were there to 
discuss the creation of a 
park at the site of the his-
toric mineral springs in 
the Middletown Springs 
village, along the Poult-
ney River. Restoring the 
springs and opening them 
to the public had been dis-
cussed for a while, per-
haps first suggested by 
Frank Rogers who had 
written the important ar-
ticle, “Green Mountain 
Horsepower” for Ver-
mont Life Magazine in 
1953 that told the story of 
A.W.Gray and his sons, 
the original developers of 
the mineral springs and the Montvert Hotel resort. The 
land was still in the Gray family and owner Kay Avery 
Feuerlicht, the great granddaughter of A.W. Gray, was en-
thusiastic about the project.

At the informal meeting Theron “Bud” Krouse... 
“outlined a plan to restore the Middletown Springs to op-
erating condition, create around them a small park open to 
the public, and to build a small museum building to house 
articles pertaining to the history of the village of Middle-
town Springs”, according Aileen Winkopp, ‘notetaker for 
the evening’. “As projected, the park would have walks, 
possibly of crushed stone, but no thoroughfares for cars; 
there might be picnic tables, and if so, toilets." Bud ex-
plained that he and Kay had agreed that she would share 
ownership of the two acre site in exchange for his clearing 
the land and beginning development of the park.

Bud had already done some selective tree cutting and 
clearing of debris dating to the 1927 Flood. He had un-
earthed the foundation of spring house and said that he 
found that “the marble surrounding springs is in perfect 
condition.” Bud explained that, if an historical society 

were to be formed, it would 
be deeded a small piece of 
land in the park for a muse-
um building. The Rutland 
Regional Planning Com-
mission was reportedly 
interested in the project as 
a recreational site and had 
offered a small grant “(per-
haps up to $700)” if a plan 
were drawn up and pre-
sented to the  Commission. 
Bud showed a preliminary 
version of the plan along 
with slides of historic pho-
tos and drawings of the 
spring house and hotel 
taken from one of the early 
Montvert brochures. Bud 
gave a rough estimate that 
“a small brick building” 
for the museum “might 
cost $1000 as a start” for 
materials with Bud and 
other volunteers providing 

the labor. The cost of building a reproduction of the spring 
house based on photographs and the few wooden remains 
of the original, found on the site “would not be sizeable.” 
Discussion presumably followed Bud’s presentation.

“It was the sense of the meeting that formation of a 
Middletown Springs Historical Society would be neces-
sary as a legal vehicle to develop the property and as a 
management agency,” wrote Mrs. Winkopp. “The exact 
ownership relationship between the Society and the prop-
erty owners would be worked out in detail as the project 
progresses. 

. . . “It was reaffirmed that the museum should deal 
not only with the history of the springs and the hotel but 
with the village as a whole and those who had lived in 
it.” Bud also suggested that “a warning be submitted for 
Town Meeting asking (for) a vote to exempt this site and 
any improvements on it from taxation because it is a non-
profit venture which will be open to the public.”

“The group present decided to constitute itself as the 
nucleus of the Middletown Springs Historical Society for 

Historical Society President Thomas Kirkwood, historian 
Frank Rogers, and board member Col. Richard Purrington 
(left to right) prepare to cut the ribbon, officially opening 
the Mineral Springs Park.
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 President’s Corner David Wright

(cont. from page 1)
the present, and elected the following pro-tem officers: 
Peter Heitkamp, chairman; Anne Krouse, secretary; Rob-
ert Bell, treasurer; and Theron Krouse, project director. 
It was decided that work should be divided into various 
projects, for which persons present either volunteered 
or were drafted, as follows:  Museum committee, build-
ing and grounds, Buddy Krouse, Clarence Bernhardt, 
Col. Purrington, Vincent Winkopp; Historical Research 
(for museum articles, booklets, etc.),  Katherine Kelley, 
Dagny (sic) Bernhardt, Susan Bell, Faustine (sic) Greene, 
Aileen Winkopp; Public Relations, Kay Avery, Marion 
Geddes, Aileen Winkopp; Fund Raising, Tom Kirk-
wood, Dell Feuerlicht; Volunteers, Sally Kirkwood, Dag-
ney Bernhardt; Legal, Don Geddes. (Shirley and Byron 
Moyer were unable to be present; Shirley volunteered the 
following day to organize a junior committee for any as-
sistance needed from the elementary and high school age 
children.)

The recent fire and significant damage to Notre Dame 
Cathedral reminds us of the vulnerability of our historic 
buildings to natural and human-made disasters. Our pre-
decessors in Middletown Springs must have lost many 
buildings to fire in the early days, but did not leave us 
recorded stories of the events. It was not until 1950 that 
a  fire company was formed. Before that, fires could be 
fought only with ad hoc means, like bucket brigades, a 
line of people passing buckets of water from a nearby 
pond or stream. A dramatic story from Ira in the 1950s 
tells how a barn fire was extinguished by a such a group 
effort at the Lincoln farm.

We know the details about the monumental fire in 
January 1920 that destroyed the buildings on the east side 
of the green from accounts in the Rutland and Poultney 
newspapers. It started in the basement of the Valley Ho-
tel where frozen pipes had been thawed with a blowtorch 
earlier in the sub-zero day. Over the next several hours the 
fire spread to Kirby Kelley’s livery stable with the town 
hall above and a barn behind, then to Walton Frost’s two 
story brick store, and finally to the 1830s brick home of 
Harry Gray, on the corner of East and South Streets. While 
buckets of water could not stop the great fire, no one was 
hurt and most of the furnishings of the Gray house and 
some of Frost’s merchandise were saved.

Here is a probably incomplete list of other structure 
fires in Middletown Springs through the decades:

A 1915 fire destroyed the Cummings house at 53 
South St. The carriage barn was later made into the house 
now occupied by Ron & Judy Masleh.

The Middletown Springs Volunteer Fire Department 
was organized in 1950. It helped increase confidence and 
lower fire insurance rates,  but it was unable to save St. 
Anne’s mission church, built in 1885 on the site of the 
present St. Anne’s Church. On May 11, 1967 a fire started 
in the rear of the building and quickly spread. Despite  
a well-organized effort, the firemen could not save the 

church, due to a lack of water.
In the 1950s or1960s a house located between 56 

South St. (Ravitska) and 60 South St. (Redfields) burned.
In the 1952  Bessie Giffhorn died in a fire in a cottage 

on North St. across from the Homestead.
In the 1950s the farmhouse of Donna & Cecil White 

on Coy Hill burned.
The Hilliker family lost their farmhouse on South St. 

in December 1961.
A fire in the late 1970s destroyed a large barn on the 

South St. farm now owned by Gary Kanew. 
On a cold Valentine’s Day evening in the early 1980s, 

careless handling of wood stove ashes caused a fire that 
destroyed a house on South St. in the village.   

A tragic night-time blaze on February 22, 1987 took 
the lives of Olive Bigelow, and Ralph and Norma Mat-
thews and destroyed a house on Montvert Rd., apparently 
caused by a lighted cigarette. This was also the first His-
toric Register-listed structure in the 1985 Historic District 
to be lost to fire. 

On July 3, 1997, lightning struck an 1872 Historic 
Register-listed carriage barn, which had been converted 
into a house, at 49 South St. The owner, Virginia Turnau-
er, escaped the burning building unharmed.

Fire destroyed Norm Parker’s service station at the 
corner of East St. and South St. on March 22, 2008.

On December 20, 2012 The home of  Ray & Lisa 
Blanchard at 307 North St. burned.

Leslie Greene Carceres died in the most recent major 
fire in the Historic District when her home at 39 West St. 
burned on April 13, 2016.

Over the years fire has taken lives and has destroyed 
many buildings in Middletown Springs. Even with fire de-
tection systems and a modern, well-equipped fire depart-
ment, fire remains a threat, demanding constant vigilance. 
Thanks to the Volunteer Fire Department for their readi-
ness, quick response, and hard work on every fire!

“There being no further business. The meeting was 
adjourned." Thus ended the organizing meeting of the 
Middletown Springs Historical Society. 

Articles of Association were written and signed on 
October 28, 1969 incorporating the new non-profit  His-
torical Society corporation . In May, 1970, Kay Avery 
Feuerlicht and Theron Krouse conveyed the two acre 
parcel of land for the new park, east of North Brook,  to 
the Middletown Springs Historical Society, Inc. And in 
July 1970, the Historical Society purchased from John 
and Barbara Powers the small piece of land west of North 
Brook, where the footbridge enters and where the flagpole 
now stands.

In December 1970 the Internal Revenue Service grant-
ed tax exempt status  to the new organization, pursuant to 
section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. The Mid-
dletown Springs Historical Society was up and running!

The Mineral Springs Park was dedicated the follow-
ing year on July 31, 1971.



3

Thank You for Your Donation
Contributions to the 2018-2019 Annual Fund totaled 

over $3,000, earmarked as donors chose, to the Building 
Fund, $450; the Heritage Fund, $50; the Mineral Springs 
Park Fund, $212; the Museum Fund, $283; and to the Op-
erating Fund, $2,045.
Phil & May Biondi
Kimberly Bushnell
Enid & Dennis Clark
Janet Buxton Drelicharz
Taina Ehrlich & Bruck Gluck
Alan & Winnie Grace
Yolanda Hansen
Richard & Cheryl Hanson
Vannilu Harrison & Sharen Underwood
Merwyn Hedding
Pat & Don Hemenway
Richard & Eileen Hruby
Linda & Tom Hurcomb
Tom & Helen Jaeger
Joe & Mary King
Thomas P. Johnson & Ina Smith
Eileen & Tom Johnson
April & Gary Kanew
Luke Larson
Gregg Legutki
Priscilla Hubbard Leonard
Mary Lou Mars
Alice Marsh

Jon Mathewson
Maureen McCormack
Andrew Moyer
Mary Jo Buxton Nielsen
Donald Paulson
Marty & Sandra Pendriss
Audrey Putnam
Grant & Jo Reynolds
Adina & William Roberts
Helen Rogers
Diane Rosenmiller & Nicholas Seidner
Paul Sackevich
Richard & Janice Saxton
Joyce Scribner
Andrew & Susan Shayne
Joan Shaw
Leslie Silver & Michael Beattie
Anne Pratt Slatin
Ursula Smith & Linda Peavy
Richard Spitalny
Debra Squires
Mabel & Gerald Traver
Linda Van Guilder
Stacy Van Oast
Kathy & Alfred Whittet
Williams Hardware
Katherine Kay Williams
Mary Lou Willits & David Wright
Craig & Jacqueline Wilson
Tom Winkopp

� In Memoriam  �
Rev. DR. JeRe S. BeRgeR, 87, died on March 25, 2019 in 
Northampton, Mass. He was born Philadelphia, Pa., the 
son of Carl and Mary Berger.  He attended the St. Peters 
Choir School for Boys there and graduated from Lower 
Merion High School. He received Bachelor’s degrees 
from Oberlin College in Ohio and the Episcopal Theo-
logical School in Cambridge, Mass., and a Master of 
Sacred Studies from Union Theological Seminary in 
New York. He later earned his MFA and PhD in Drama 
from Carnegie Mellon University in Pittsburgh, Pa.

Jere served as an Episcopal Chaplain and Minis-
ter, and taught Drama, English and Public Speaking at 
colleges in Pennsylvania, North Carolina, Illinois, New 
York and Vermont, most recently at Castleton Univer-
sity. Jere enjoyed acting and directing for the theater.  
He loved classical music, played the piano and organ 
and sang with the Vermont Symphony Orchestra Cho-
rus and the choir of Trinity Episcopal Church, Rutland. 
He also enjoyed fishing and carpentry projects. 

Jere fell in love with Vermont and his future wife, 
Josie Norton, in 1953, during a stint with a summer 
theater group in Brandon. The Bergers spent nearly ev-
ery summer in Middletown Springs starting in the early 

1960s, to be near 
Josie's family.  They 
lived here briefly 
in 1975 and in the 
mid-1980s moved 
permanently to the 
home Jere built.

He is survived by 
his wife of 64 years, 
Josephine Norton 
Berger (now resid-
ing in Northamp-
ton, Mass.), and by 
their five children: 
Marguerite, Mary, 

Susan, Jere, and Randall Berger; eight grandchildren: 
Josephine and Anna Berger, Peter and William Dydo, 
Goodwin Wharton, Elizabeth Rausch, and Lu and Sam 
Cooper; and one great-grandchild, Margaux Mae Rob-
erts. Jere was predeceased by his older brother, Carl Wil-
liam “Bill” Berger.

Jere and Josie joined the Middletown Springs His-
torical in 1979 where Jere served as a Trustee from 
1990-1994  and from 2000-2002.   Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to the Historical Society.
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Historic District Book wins
Award of Merit and is

Reviewed in Vermont History 
In December 2017 the Historical Society published 

Middletown Springs Historic District, a 200-page collec-
tion featuring 97 photographs and descriptions of the his-
toric properties and places in the village of Middletown 
Springs listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

At the Annual Meeting of Vermont Historical Soci-
ety’s League of Local Historical Societies & Museums on 
October 27, 2018, the book was given an Award of Merit 
for Publications. David Wright, Pat Hemenway, and Jon 
Mathewson were there to accept the award certificate.

In a two-page review of the Historic District book 
in the Winter-Spring 2019 edition of Vermont History, 
published by Vermont Historical Society, Robert Mc-
Cullough, who teaches in  UVM’s Graduate Program in 
Historic Preservation, writes:

“The format of the book is also carefully arranged, 
with large photographs of single buildings filling entire 
pages and the facing pages providing short essays and de-
scriptions of the buildings. This inviting layout encour-
ages readers to study each image thoughtfully and allows 
a comfortable pace for reading what amounts to an inven-
tory of the community’s historic resources. . .

“Especially important, the book underscores the value 
of state and national programs created to make the pub-
lic aware of important historic resources. Far too often, 
such programs are vulnerable to budget cuts amid short-
sighted views about the value of those initiatives. Instead, 
Middletown Springs has turned a bright light on those ef-
forts and invites other communities to follow their lead 

David Wright accepts an award on behalf of the Histori-
cal Society for the Historic District book from VHS Execu-
tive Director Steve Perkins at the meeting of the LLHS & 
M in October 2018.

by pursuing similar book projects. The potentially wide-
spread dissemination of books drawn from National Reg-
ister nominations, and in particular the outstanding photo-
graphs that typically accompany those nominations, is an 
exciting prospect and one for which the town’s historical 
society deserves considerable applause.” 

The Historic District book is on sale now for $60 
postpaid. Order your copy with a check to MSHS,  P.O. 
Box 1121, Middletown Springs VT 05757.

At the 49th Annual Meeting of the 
Middletown Springs Historical 
Society on Sept. 18, 2018, Taina 
Ehrlich, George Gonda, Pat Hem-
enway, and Jon Mathewson were 
elected to the Board of Trustees. 
(In March, George resigned from 
the board after being appointed and 
subsequently elected to the Wells 
Springs Unified Union School Dis-
trict board.)
 Changes to the Bylaws of the 
Society were passed unanimously.
 Michele Pagan presented a pro-
gram on “How to Date Your An-
tique Textiles,” using items from 
the Society’s collection.
Textile conservator Michele Pagan 
examines a flag from the Histori-
cal Society collection at the Annual 
Meeting.

Annual Meeting 2018 Springs Park Flooded
 

The Poultney River rose to flood 
stage on the night of April 15 and 
swept into the Mineral Springs park 
depositing silt and debris over a wide 
area in and around the Spring House. 
The water level did not get above 
the wooden floor of the pavillion but 
filled the marble outflow basins of 
the springs with mud and leaves and 
blocked the drains. A few days later 
Bud Krouse, David Wright, and Em-
mett Francois were able to get the ba-
sins and floor cleaned and the drains 
flowing. The stream bank of the North 
Brook at the footbridge leading into 
the park was also eroded by flooding. 
We have received preliminary approv-
al to replace riprap stone work  at that 
location from the Vermont Agency of 
Natural Resources, and Bud Krouse 
will lead the project to accomplish the 
repair work.
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Maple Festival:
“Amber with Robust Flavor”

It was cold but clear for the 31st Annual Maple Festi-
val on March 17 with crusty snow and frozen mud.

Phillip Mahar presided over the outdoor, old-time sug-
aring demonstration over an open fire. In the dining room 
Sally Jones served sugar on snow and Trish Peschl spun 
maple cotton candy with guidance from Ronika Thorn-
ton. Pam Johnson served hot foods, Cameron Lamson 
and Annabelle Mahar served the desserts, and Bailey Hier 
and Austin Schneider the beverages. Taina Ehrlich made 
pancakes to order and served ice cream; Alice Hoisington 
managed the kitchen. Pat Hemenway oversaw the dining 
room and David Wright the raffle drawing, while Claudia 
Gonda, and Linda Hurcomb watched over the Silent Auc-
tion and the kids activities. Paul Morgan sang and played 
acoustic guitar. Other volunteers helped with set-up and 
clean-up.

Jon Mathewson and David Wright gave the maple his-
tory presentation upstairs in the auditorium, showing our 
collection of antique maple sugaring artifacts in the con-
text of the history of Vermont sugaring. Local sugarmak-
er Ryan Mahar explained current techniques and recent 
trends of maple production. A total of 58 Silent Auction 
items were offered to the high bidders and 62 raffle prizes 
were given away. The net income from this year’s festival 
was $3,842.

Thanks to these businesses, artisans, and friends who 
donated items for this year’s Maple Festival Silent Auc-
tion and Raffle:

99 Restaurant - gift card
Applebee's Restaurant - gift card
Steve Bartlett - maple syrup
Ben & Jerry’s - 20 pint gift coupons
Best Moon Catering - homebaked pies
Birdseye Diner- breakfast for two
Castleton Pizza - pizza coupon
Melissa Chesnut-Tangerman - voice/piano lesson
Herb Childress - pool & billiards lesson
Dakin Farm - maple fudge, maple butter
Lois Dansereau - handknit scarf
Dietra Davis - tote bags
Donna Johnson Physical Therapy - therapy items
Kathy Doyle & Jim Graves - natural history assessment
Durfee’s Store - gift certificate & gift basket
Kevin Eaton - computer consulting, baseball
Taina Ehrlich - wine & cheese basket, pasta dinner basket, Moose-

jaw sweatshirt, pewter keyring, maple praline syrup, maple cake 
mix, sweater, headband

Fenton Farm - maple syrup
John Geery - two framed photrographs of maple sugaring scenes
Gilmore Home Center - outdoor fire pit
Claudia & George Gonda - Pico ski tickets, Killington golf passes
Green’s Sugar House - Indian sugar & loan of Spun Gold machine
Sarah Grimm - horse riding lesson
Alfred Haley - maple syrup
Hannaford’s - grocery gift card
Pat & Don Hemenway - wine & chocolate basket, Williamsburg 

condo, toiletry kits, soap
Hermit Hill Books - gift certificate
Home Depot - outdoor fire pit, barbeque tools
Lucille Horkan - Price Chopper gift card
Johnson Energy - fuel oil certificate

Pam Johnson - lotion soap, “Dump Recipes” basket, dog items 
basket, travel picnic basket, shaving baskets

Sally Jones - corduroy slacks
Kinder Way Café - gift card
Richie Kniffin - Filthy Farmgirl soap
Maureen LaBate - honey, candle tapers
LaValley’s Building Supply - two gift cards
Mac’s Citgo - gift card
Mahar Family Maple - maple syrup, maple sugar, maple coated 

nuts
Mel’s Place - gift card
Middletown Springs Historical Society - cash prizes
Morgan Mountain Organic Landscaping - vegetable & annual 

flower starters
John & Michele Pagan - restored vintage baby quilt
Paramount Theater - Paramount Theater passes
Parker Water Wells - tee shirts, sweat shirt
Price Chopper - gift card
Quest Frames - gift certificate
Rising Meadow Pottery - pottery syrup jug
James Ritchie - horse theme clock/thermometer
Riverside Motors - oil change gift certificate
Nora Rubinstein - spinning lessons
S. E. Smith Feeds - gift certificate
Shelburne Museum - family day pass
Alan Shelvey - handmade tree frog plaque
Sissy’s Kitchen - gift certificate
Anne Pratt Slatin - genealogy research consultation
Staples - gift card
Stewarts Ice Cream - ice cream for Maple Festival
Shane Thornton - handmade magazine rack
Vermont Canvas Products - canvas tote bag
Vermont Coffee - assorted coffee
Vermont Country Store - gift basket & gift card
Vermont Sweetwater - maple soda
Vermont Teddy Bear - Teddy bear and factory tour
Wells Country Store - gift card
Williams True Value Hardware - set of solar yard lights

Philip Mahar shows visitors how maple 
sugar was made in the early days.
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Middletown Springs Historical Society
P.O. Box 1121
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

Address Service Requested 

strawberry Festival

sunday, June 23rd!

2019 Coming EvEnts

Sunday, May 26, 3 pm Memorial Day 
  Parade
Sunday, June 23, 2-4 pm 44th Annual
 Strawberry Festival
Sunday, Sept. 15, 2 pm Annual Meeting
Sunday, Oct. 6, 2-4 pm Museum Open House

Recent Acquisitions

Welcome!
New Members

Sally & Leon Jones, Middletown Springs
Priscilla Hubbard Leonard, Ballston Lake, N.Y.

Mark Raymond, Sharpburg, Ga.

New CoNtributiNg MeMbers

Cory Best & Tom Moon, Middletown Springs
Jean Rogers, Bennington

William Spaulding, Lexington, Mich.

New sustaiNiNg MeMbers

Taina Ehrlich & Bruce Cluck, Middletown 
Springs

Paul Sachevich, Bellows Falls

In September 2018 Priscilla Hubbard Leonard do-
nated the meeting minutes, clippings books and pho-
tograph albums from Hubbard family reunions, held 
annually from 1957–2009, when her mother Mary B. 
Hubbard was secretary.

Membership Information
Membership dues for 2020 are due in January.

Check your mailing label for current status.
Dues (Check one):
 Individual $10.00 Business $50.00
 Family $15.00 Sustaining $100.00
 Contributing $25.00
Send to: Pat Hemenway, Treasurer
 Middletown Springs Historical Society
 P.O. Box 1121
 Middletown Springs, VT 05757
Donations to MSHS, a 501 (c) (3) non. profit organization, 
are tax deductible. 

www.MiddletownSpringsHistoricalSociety.org
Business Members

Dellveneri Bakery
Gabe Friedman, Web Designer

Green Mountain Timber Frames, Luke Larson
Hermit Hill Books, Patricia McWilliams
Johnson Energy, Tom & Eileen Johnson

Mahar Family Maple, Ryan & Ann Marie Mahar
Morgan Mountain Organic Gardeners

New England Slate Co., Chris Smid
Stewarts Shops

Thomas Dairy, Rutland
Williams Hardware, Bob Williams

The MSHS Newsletter is published twice a year for members and 
friends of the Society. Comments and manuscipts on subjects of 
interest are encouraged and should be sent c/o David Wright, editor, 
or emailed to montvert@vermontel.net.

Items for Sale
• Copies of Historical Society Newsletters, $1 postpaid.
• History of Middletown, by Barnes Frisbie, cd. rom or 

photocopy, $20; original 1975 reprint, $35, postpaid.
• Historic photo notecards of Middletown Springs, box 

of 8, $12 postpaid.
• Searching for Ichabod, by Julie Van Camp, $18, postpaid
• A Gem in the Hills, by Frances Krouse, $25, postpaid.
• Middletown Springs Historic District, book, SALE!  $75, 

$60, postpaid


