
mont today. Pastor Ithamar Hibbard is a good example.  
Hibbard moved from Norwich, Connecticut to Bennington 

as an un-ordained minister with 
charismatic gifts and he attracted a 
following. But as Bennington gradu-
ally gentrified, Hibbard decided to 
move further north to fledgling com-
munities in Poultney and Middle-
town that were more open to his per-
sonal “style.” Eventually, when Mid-
dletown itself began to attract more 
gentrified settlers, Hibbard’s posi-
tion in the Middletown church was 
supplanted by the Yale-educated 
minister, Henry Bigelow, and 
Ithamar Hibbard moved on again to 
the more frontier town of Hubbard-
ton. It becomes clear as one studies 
individual cases like Hibbard’s that 
out-spoken leaders who move into a 
community during a period of great 
social flux may sometimes drive 
change in community culture but 
then lose favor. Sometimes this 
process is a smooth one. Sometimes 
it can be contentious. 

The lecture concluded with some 
questions about what it would mean 
to “get back to our roots” and about 
how communities can manage bene-
fits and challenges when they extend 

a welcome to newcomers as they have in the past and con-
tinue to do today. I hope those in attendance enjoyed the 
great questions and good discussion as much as I did. 

Philip Crossman has spent most of his career teaching 
the humanities to high school and college students. His in-
terest in Middle Eastern history was sparked by several 
years he spent working in Jerusalem. Upon his return to 
Vermont, he completed a Master’s Degree in Islamic-
Western Relations at Norwich and went on to pursue a 
Master’s Degree in Education in Educational Technology 
at the University of Toronto. He is currently an adminis-
trator at Community College of Vermont (CCV) and teach-
es part-time at CCV and Norwich University.

Historian Phil Crossman summarizes the presentation he 
gave at the Annual Meeting on September 12, 2021. 

Present-day Vermont has a repu-
tation for offering a peaceful haven 
from the hectic stress of discord else-
where. However, Vermont’s early 
history doesn’t align with this per-
ception. In my lecture I suggested 
that the turmoil in early Vermont and 
and the many political, cultural, reli-
gious, and personal contentions were 
imported from the older colonies, 
modified in Vermont, and then ex-
ported elsewhere. 

I talked about the historical cir-
cumstances that motivated thousands 
of people to move into the New 
Hampshire Grants (now Vermont) in 
the 1760’s and 1770’s. Several phas-
es of settlement in that period affect-
ed the evolution of Vermont and give 
those of us who live here today his-
torical examples from which we can 
draw inspiration in staying true to 
our roots while open to new possibil-
ities. My lecture highlighted the ten-
sions that exist in a dynamic society 
living through periods of great de-
mographic change. 

The first settlers were embroiled 
in the basic struggle with nature and that struggle was 
complicated by political and economic instabilities inher-
ent in the difficulty of establishing legal ownership of the 
land. I highlighted Vermont’s early social conflict between 
aboriginal people, the French, the British Empire, New 
Hampshire settlers and New York elites. Analysis of early 
documents, maps and primary sources reveals the reasons 
why certain demographic groups were so attracted to Ver-
mont and the effect these peculiar demographics had on 
Vermont’s first structures of government and religion.   

My research in early Middletown history reveals how 
an understanding of the broader history of New England 
can help us to better understand early Vermonters and Ver-
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Ithamar Hibbard of Poultney led services at the 
Middletown Congregational church in 1790’s



President’s Corner
The Covid-19 pandemic has changed the way public 

non-profit organizations (museums, galleries, libraries) 
function, with concerns about health safety influencing 
the decisions about how public events are planned, car-
ried out, (and in some cases canceled). These events, like 
the MSHS Maple Festival and Strawberry Festival, are 
important to the organization’s income and ability to pay 
its bills for utilities, insurance, maintenance, etc., and in 
some organizations, to meet staff payroll. The financial 
pinch for Vermont non-profits was eased last year by 
federal Covid Relief Grants distributed through the Ver-
mont Arts Council and from the Vermont Community 
Foundation.

From March 2020 through the present, MSHS saw in-
come from both Maple Festivals seriously reduced and 
the 2020 Strawberry Festival all but canceled. As the re-
strictions eased in the early summer of 2021the Straw-
berry Festival returned with record revenues. But now 
the persistence of the Delta Covid Variant inspires 
threats of reinstated quarantines for the winter of 
2021-2022. The Maple Festival may fall victim to a new 
quarantine. We can hope to avoid the worst if evidence 
of the vaccine’s proven effectiveness persuades vaccine 

skeptics to “get their jab”, and if the expected approval 
of the vaccine for use by children under age 12 leads to 
percentages of the vaccinated, for all age groups, in the 
nineties.

Meanwhile, Historical Society in-house functions 
continue. During the Covid emergency the Board has 
met monthly by conference call, with the last three meet-
ings returning to in-person gatherings. The Strategic 
Plan has been written and ratified. The Collections Man-
agement Committee has resumed accessioning work us-
ing our newly upgraded PastPerfect software. A local 
contractor has been busy restoring second floor window 
frames and sash, and as part of the project, we will be 
unveiling windows in the attic that have been boarded 
over for at least 100 years! In the Mineral Springs Park, 
a new slate roof graces and protects the spring house and 
new plantings beautify and stabilize the flood-prone 
riverbanks. While several valued and loyal members 
have passed away in the past year, eleven new member-
ships were recorded since May.

The Society and its Trustees face new challenges, 
overcome them, and continue forward with the support 
of the Membership! Thank you all!

David Wright

At the Annual Meeting, held in-person on September 
12, three new Trustees, for two-year terms from 
2021-2023, were elected by the approximately 25 MSHS 
members in attendance.

• Kim Gaylord moved to town with her husband 
Ray about a year ago. Kim and Ray are former teachers 
and previously volunteered for the Education Committee. 
Kim has been helping out with mailings and in maintain-
ing the Mineral Springs Park.

• Chris Hoyt moved here in January from West 
Haven, where he served on the Planning Commission 
and on the Select Board for eight years. He is currently 
Chair of the Rutland Regional Planning Commission and 
is on the Vt. League of Cities and Towns' “Employment 
Resource and Benefits Trust” board which oversees Ver-
mont's Workers' Compensation Insurance program.

• Maureen McCormack served previously on the 
board and as board secretary from 2006 -2010. She is a 
retired university professor and already volunteers on the 
Collections Management and Education Committees. 
Her gardening and flower arranging expertise are sought-

after assets.
• Pam Johnson was re-elected for a second two year 

term on the board. Pam is a member of the Hilliker fami-
ly, and lives in Rutland where she previously served on 
the Rutland Historical Society board.

Retiring from the board after one two-year term are 
Michele Pagan and Chip Stevens. We are happy to report 
that both will continue on board committees:

Michele will continue on the Collections Management 
Committee, where she is especially valued as a profes-
sional textile conservator and as the former Collection 
Care Coordinator for the Vt. Museum & Gallery 
Alliance; Chip will continue with the Education Commit-
tee where he is especially suited as a teaching profession-
al at Mount St. Joseph H.S., and at Castleton University. 

Other continuing trustees, besides Pam are Pat 
Hemenway, David Wright and Theron “Bud” Krouse. 
Bud is a Founding Board Member, beginning his 53rd 
year as a Trustee of MSHS. He was a principal creator of 
the Mineral Springs Park in 1969 and has been carefully 
overseeing maintenance of the park since then.
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Strawberry Festival Returns After Covid Pause
With over 80% of Vermont adults reportedly vaccinated by late June the Vermont 

Health Department relaxed Covid quarantine guidelines and the MSHS board 
decided to go ahead with the 46th Annual Strawberry Festival.

The weather on June 20 was sunny and warm and the crowd of almost 400 
enjoyed the usual excellent shortcake and took home quarts of fresh berries.  
Highlights of the festival included a painting demonstration by Peter Huntoon, music 
by Paul Morgan, craft booths, and children's games. Net income from the festival set 
a new record at $2,463.22 from 390 shortcake servings and 56 quarts of berries sold.  
Thanks to the volunteers and all who attended!

Plantings in the Springs Park

New plantings of attractive flowering native shrubs on 
the bank of the North Brook outside the Mineral Springs 
Park provide bank stabilization in an area scarred by 
flooding in recent years.  Hilary Solomon at the Poultney 
Mettowee Natural Resource Conservation District and 
Sadie Brown from Champlain Valley Native Plant 
Restoration Nursery led the project. Funds for the 
implementation and for a portion of the plant stock for the 
project were donated by Pur Projet, a mission-based, 
international non-profit dedicated to improving 
agricultural practices and restoring forests, soils, 
biodiversity, and watersheds. www.purprojet.com. The 
plants include native serviceberry, red osier dogwood, 
nannyberry, steeplebush, northern bush honeysuckle and 
blue flag iris. More nannyberry viburnums, which grow 
into 12ft bushes, will be planted elsewhere in the park.

A large, dying ash tree has been taken down by Barry 
and Jeffrey Spear, opening the area in front of the spring 
house to welcome sunlight. Glen Moyer will transform the 
timber into firewood.

Window Restoration Progress
Contractor Andy Floyd is nearing completion of a 

project to restore 29 pairs of original wooden window 
sash, mostly on the second floor of the Historical Society 
building. Andy is reglazing hundreds of panes, repainting 
both sides of each sash, and painting the exterior sills and 
trim of the window openings. He will also install 
removable glass panels to protect the painted surfaces and 
help to winterize the second-floor rooms.  Three attic 
windows which have been 
hidden behind boards for over 
100 years will now be visible!

The $13,000 project is 
funded in part by a grant from 
Preservation Trust of Vermont 
(PTV) which awarded MSHS 
a $4,000 "Essential Character 
and Services" Matching Grant. The grant, available to 
non-profit organizations in Rutland County, was made 
possible through the generous support of the Johnson 
Family Foundation in Poultney.

Photo by David Wright

Thanks to Paul and Meredith Morgan of Morgan Mountain Organic Gardeners 
for the lovely window box plantings this summer!

Photo by David Wright.



 In Memoriam
Josephine Lucy Norton Berger, 88, died September 21, 2020 in Northampton, Massachusetts. 

She was born October 15, 1931 in Shanghai, China, the daughter of American missionary parents, 
John Randall Norton from Middletown Springs and Josephine Marion Graves, granddaughter of 
the Episcopal Bishop of Shanghai, Frederick Rogers Graves. She attended the Middletown Springs 
School and Shanghai American School, and graduated from Brent School in Baguio, Philippines in 
1949. She received a Bachelors’ degree from the University of Vermont and pursued graduate 
studies in Library Science at Villanova University in Pennsylvania.

Josie met and fell in love with her husband, Jere S. Berger, during a season with the Ethan 
Allen Players, a summer theater group in Brandon, in 1953. Jere died in March, 2019. During their 
64 year marriage, they lived in Vermont, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, New York, Connecticut, 
Pennsylvania, Illinois, North Carolina, and California. 

Josie worked for many years at the Northshire Bookstore in Manchester and previously as a school librarian at 
Barstow Memorial School in Chittenden. Earlier in her career, she was a school teacher and college librarian, and taught 
English to immigrants.

She served as a Trustee of the Middletown Springs Public Library, which is located in a former Episcopal chapel co-
founded by her grandmother, Lucy Alice Randall Norton.

Josie loved gardening and reading, especially her favorite author, Jane Austen. She had a great interest in ancient 
history and archaeology. She was a member of Trinity Episcopal Church in Rutland and the Middletown Springs 
Historical Society.

She is survived by their five children: Marguerite, Mary, Susan, Jere, and Randall Berger; eight grandchildren: 
Josephine Roberts, Goodwin Wharton, William Dydo, Lu Cooper, Peter Dydo, Sam Cooper, Anna Berger, and Elizabeth 
Rausch; and one great-grandchild: Margaux Mae Roberts. She is also survived by her brother, Fred Norton, of Essex 
Junction, and many nieces, nephews, grandnieces and grandnephews.

A memorial service will be held at Trinity Church in Rutland on Oct. 16, 2021, with a reception in Middletown 
Springs. Burial will be at Pleasant View Cemetery.

Wilson S. "Bill" Clark, 89, died May 18. He was born in 1931 in Granville N.Y., the son of 
Wilson H. Clark and Dorothea Streeter. Bill was a 5th generation Vermonter who grew up on 
the farm owned by his family since 1848. After his father’s death when Bill was 27, he then ran 
the farm for the rest of his life. Maple sugaring since he was 6 years old, he and his brother Jack 
formed the Clark Brothers Maple business in 1944. They built their first sugarhouse the next 
year, which Bill enlarged in 1957 to accommodate visiting customers.

Bill had a selfless passion for the Vermont maple syrup industry, and was a mentor, 
friend, and teacher to countless sugar makers from all over the state. He promoted Vermont 
maple at every opportunity believing that “a rising tide lifts all boats”, and in “doing the right 

things for the right reasons”.
Bill was president of the Rutland County Maple Producers (RCMP) for 8 years, served on the Vermont Maple 

Industry Council, and joined the Board of Directors of the Vermont Maple Sugar Makers Association (VMSMA), where 
he was president for 32 years from 1969 to 2001. He was president of North American Maple Syrup Council for 8 years, 
organized the first Vermont Maplerama, and was president and part organizer of Vermont Agriculture Enterprises, which 
manages the Vermont building at the Eastern States Exposition. In 1974 he helped create the International Maple Syrup 
Institute (IMSI) between the United States and Canada and served as its president for a two-year term.

As part of his VMSMA service, Bill drove thousands of miles around Vermont attending hundreds of board 
meetings and representing VMSMA in countless UVM Extension Maple Schools, while visiting every town in Vermont. 
He served on several Governor's Agriculture Advisory Committees, attended county maple meetings, presented at the 
Vermont Farm Show and at multiple international meetings. His service to Vermont agriculture totaled 51 consecutive 
years presiding as president of various agricultural organizations.

In addition to his maple syrup business, Bill was a carpenter and stone mason, constructing buildings and chimneys 
in the local area that stand today. Beginning in 1977, Bill and his family raised vegetables and produced baked goods 
which they sold at farmers’ markets in Rutland and Poultney for over 40 years. For 11 of those years, he was president of 
the Vermont Farmers Market Association. He also founded the “Grow A Row” project for (continued on page 5) 
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(continued from page 4) Rutland Area Food and Farm Link (RAFFL) to help provide locally grown fresh vegetables for 
seniors, children and the needy.

Bill won numerous awards and recognition for his leadership in the maple industry and agriculture, including 
Sumner Hill Williams award for Lifetime Service to the Vermont Maple Industry, the Lynn Reynolds International 
Leadership award, Vermont Farmers Food Center Lifetime Achievement Award, and the Eastern States Exposition 
Agriculture Adventurers award. He was named the "Unsung Hero" of Vermont Agriculture by the Vermont Agriculture 
Experiment Station and was inducted into the American Maple Museum Hall of Fame and the Vermont Agricultural Hall 
of Fame. His leadership of the VMSMA culminated in "Bill Clark Day" at the Vermont Farm Show in Barre, Vermont 
honoring his 32 years of service.

Bill attended the United Methodist Church of Wells, Vermont for his entire life. He sang in the choir and served as 
a Sunday school teacher, superintendent, and trustee. He donated endless hours to fundraising for the Wells Church. He 
spent over 30 years helping the church's Mission Event to raise money for local missions and national and world 
disasters, raising almost $100,000 in donations over that time. His faith shaped him and gave a purpose and direction to 
all parts of his life.

Bill loved Vermont and was a lifelong supporter of it. He had a passion for downhill skiing, reading up on it in 
books and magazines and comparing elevations and vertical drops between ski areas. Ironically, his passion for maple 
sugaring outweighed his love of skiing as he worried that a skiing injury might force him to miss the following maple 
sugar season.

In the early 1990s Bill and Sue began selling maple products and baked goods at the MSHS Maple Festival. He sat 
in on Mitch Spencer’s presentation on the history and practice of sugaring at the festival, and continued the program, after 
Spencer’s untimely death in1997, until 2015 with an encyclopedic stream of recollections, anecdotes, and scientific facts.

Bill is survived by his wife of over sixty years, Susan Thomas Clark; his brother, Leon Clark, and sister-in-law, 
Barbara Clark; his four children: David (Laurie) Clark: Daniel (Liz) Clark; Sarah (Jim) Pesler; and Seth (Sherry) Clark; 
his many grandchildren; and his beloved dog "Tadmer". He was predeceased by his brother, Jack Clark, and sister-in-law, 
Dawn Clark. 

Robert Moran, 80, died March 22 in Middletown Springs. He was born in Minneapolis, 
Minn., to Esther Jahn and James Moran. After college in Minnesota, Bob joined the Peace 
Corps serving in Borneo and teaching at Kent College in Tuaran, North Borneo, where he 
met Winsome Lim who was also teaching there. They were married in Singapore in 1966 and 
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary in 2016.

Winsome and Bob lived in Hawaii and American Samoa for several years. They relocated 
to Middletown Springs in the early 1970s where they built a homestead on Norton Road. In 
1990 they moved to Emmaus, Pa. where Bob worked as an editor for Rodale Press. They 

returned to Middletown Springs in 1999 and built a home on South St. Bob and Winsome were members of St. Anne’s 
Church in Middletown Spring and the Historical Society. Winsome died in 2017.

Bob is survived by his son, James Moran and a granddaughter, Lillian Moran.

Jean G. Norton, 87, longtime resident of Essex, Vermont, died December 25, 2020 in 
Shelburne, Vermont.  Jean was born in East Liverpool, Ohio, the daughter of Herbert W. Gibbs and 
Gertrude Bevan Gibbs. She graduated from Battin High School, Elizabeth, New Jersey in 1951and 
continued her education at several local colleges.  She married Frederick C. Norton, from 
Middletown Springs, in 1960 in New Jersey and they moved to Essex Junction in 1960 where they 
raised their three children. For 14 years Jean worked at the UVM Medical Center as a manager in 
insurance claims.

Throughout her life, Jean was involved in church, including the South Burlington Church of 
Christ and St. James Episcopal Church of Essex Junction, of which her husband, Fred, is a member.  
She was very active in the League of Women Voters, Meals on Wheels, Girl Scouts, local politics 
and ran for public office. She loved to sing, sew, dance, cook, and read books. But most of all she 
loved being with her family and friends.

Jean is survived by her husband, Frederick C. Norton; three children: Ellen Roetker of Indiana; 
Randy (John Randall) Norton II of Texas; David Norton of Minnesota; eight grandchildren; and many nieces and 
nephews. She was predeceased by siblings Vera Gibbs, Marjorie Galloway, Betty Stootman, Phyllis Erody, William 
Gibbs, and R. Terrence Gibbs.
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Grant C. Reynolds, 85, died at the Meadows in Rutland on May 17. Born in Bellows Falls in 
1935, he was devoted Vermonter, proud to be descended from Benjamin Reynolds, one of the original 
settlers of Pownal in 1761.

He graduated from Montpelier High School, and majored in history at Bates College, graduating in 
1957. He met Joanne Trogler at Bates, and they married in 1958. Grant graduated from Columbia Law 
School in 1960, and the couple moved to the Washington, DC area, which Grant considered his 
“temporary residence” for the next 42 years before moving back and settling with Jo in Tinmouth in 
2003. 

Grant had a long and distinguished career serving as a civilian lawyer in the Secretary of the Air 
Force’s General Counsel’s Office from 1960 to 1991. During that time, he worked in International Law, was the Air 
Force Fiscal Counsel, advised on installations and construction matters, and was the first environmental lawyer in the 
Department of Defense. He retired as Assistant General Counsel for Installations and Environmental Law in 1991.

After retiring, he continued to work in environmental consulting for the Air Force and for Science Applications 
International Corporation. He also taught Environmental Politics at Bates College, and Environmental Law in the PhD. 
Doctoral program at George Mason University.

Grant enjoyed a lifelong love affair with skiing, cars, and car racing. He skied every year from the age of 3 until he 
was 80 and was a member of the original ski team at Bates.  He donated most of his large collection of vintage skis to the 
Vermont Ski Museum in Stowe, where they formed an exhibit in 2017-2018.

A master sports car mechanic and after attending racing drivers’ school in 1994, Grant fulfilled his dream of racing, 
racing Formula Vees with the Sports Car Club of America and several vintage racing groups until 2002. He was elected to 
the Sports Car Club of America Hall of Fame for creating the Club’s Solo II, or autocross, program.

He was a member of the Tinmouth Planning Commission, and the School Board, serving as chair in 2015-16. He was 
a member of the Study Committee for the merger of the school districts in the former Rutland South Supervisory Union 
and he drafted the Articles of Agreement for the merger. He was particularly proud of the section he drafted that required 
both a unanimous vote of the Board and a vote of the town to shut down a school, thus ensuring the continued survival of 
the beloved town elementary school, where he and Jo ran a cross-country ski program for the kids.

A life-long historian, Grant edited and wrote for The Tinmouth Channel, the quarterly journal of the Tinmouth 
Historical and Genealogical Society. A trustee of the Vermont Historical Society, he also wrote for the VHS journal 
Vermont History; and he wrote for On the Towpath, published by the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Association. Grant 
wrote “A Short History of Tinmouth,Vermont” primarily for children at the Tinmouth School, as well as six historical 
novels about a family living on the English-Scots Border in the late 1500’s.

Grant was an active member of MSHS for many years, sharing his research on Middletown Civil War veterans and 
Middletown’s early roads.

Grant is survived by his wife, Jo; their three children: Cathy Reynolds (Doug Fontein), of Tinmouth; Carin Reynolds 
(Peter Kermond) of Lebanon, N. H.; and Colin Reynolds (Trisha Reynolds) of Colorado and Washington; and four 
grandchildren: Amelia and Izzy Fontein; and Eloise and Cate Pierson. Grant is also survived by his brother, Edwin 
Reynolds of Brownsville, and his sister Betti Jaquay (Nelson) of Tinmouth.

Howard Nolan Robinson, 88, died May 17, 2021, after a prolonged illness. He was born in 
Shawnee, Oklahoma, the son of William Robinson and Mayme Fay (Forston) Robinson. After local 
high school, he enrolled at the University of Oklahoma, but left after two years and was drafted into 
the U.S. Army in 1953. In Germany his unit guarded a then-top-secret atomic cannon, dubbed 
“Atomic Annie.” After completing military service, Howard returned to the U.O., where he earned 
a degree in English literature. While in college, he spent his summers playing the piano with an 
old-time jazz group in Estes Park, Colorado. Upon graduation, he continued his jazz piano career 
full time in Denver. 

He met his future wife, Judy (Kelly), in 1963 in Boulder, Colorado, and they were married a 
year later. While continuing his music, he also began a second career working in restaurants, with a 

goal of owning one himself. In 1976, they moved to Paonia, a small town in western Colorado, where they fulfilled that 
dream when they purchased a restaurant there. They left Paonia in 1982 for Missoula, Montana, where Judy studied 
economics at the University of Montana and Howard studied to become a nurse. They both transferred to the University 
of Massachusetts at Amherst where Howard earned his second bachelor’s degree, in nursing, concentrating in psychiatric 
nursing. During this time Howard and Judy raised three sons, who were grown by 2002, the (continued on page 7)       
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(continued from page 6) year Howard and Judy moved to Vermont where Judy accepted a faculty position at Castleton 
University, and Howard continued his career as an RN in the psychiatric unit at Rutland Regional Hospital. Howard 
retired in 2017. 

Howard is survived by his wife, Judy; their three sons and four grandchildren: Rob Robinson-Jasper (Julie) and their 
children, Isaiah and Georgia, of Seattle, Wash.; Douglas Robinson and his fiancée, Portia Judson, of Bar Harbor, Maine; 
and David Robinson (Gina) and their children, David and Isabella, of Middletown Springs; also by numerous nieces and 
nephews and their children. Howard was predeceased by his parents; and by two older brothers, James Robinson of 
Pittsburgh, and Judge A. Carl Robinson of Muskogee, Oklahoma. 

Howard and Judy joined the Historical Society in 2003. 

Katherine Kelley Williams, 94, passed away March 17 at her home in Spring Hill, Fla. She 
was born May 20,1926 in Middletown Springs to Kirby L. and Katherine D. Kelley in 
Vermont. She graduated from Middletown Springs High School and from Rutland Business 
College. She worked in Rutland for Central Vermont Public Service Corporation prior to her 
marriage to Roger G. Williams of Sudbury. The couple moved to Schenectady, N.Y. where 
they lived for thirty-one years before retiring to Florida in 1977.

She was a member of the VFW Auxiliary, Post 10209 in Spring Hill, and the Seabees 
“Honeybees” Auxiliary, Island X6 Chapter. She loved to knit and crochet for her children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren. She was an avid reader and was known to always have 
a picture puzzle in process. She loved the television show "The Waltons", saying that the show 
reminded her of her youth in Middletown Springs in the 1930s and 1940s.

Katherine was predeceased by her parents; her brother, K. Francis Kelley; her sister, Carolyn Haynes; her husband, 
Roger G. Williams, Sr.; and by two daughters: Lynn A. Elg, and Maxine C. Willis. She is survived by her sister, Julia 
Samborsky of Front Royal, Va.; two stepsons, Wayne R. Williams of Bristol, VA., and Douglas M. Williams of Spring 
Hill; three daughters: Katherine M. Gann of Madison, Wisc., Rosalie Broten of St. Petersburg, Fla., Marilyn J. Graham of 
Spring Hill; and her son Roger G. Williams, Jr. of Meredith, N.H.; several grandchildren, great grandchildren, and 
numerous other extended family and friends.

Katherine was a member of Middletown Springs Historical Society since 1979.

New Acquisitions
• Genealogical research records compiled by the late 

Frances Krouse were donated by Frances' brother and 
sister in law, Bud and Anne Krouse.

•  A watercolor landscape by Bernard Shattuck; a 1947 
MS High School diploma for Jeannette Lavallee (Marcy); 
and an iron cobbler's last were donated by Maureen Marcy 
LaBate.

• Sally Jones donated a stereopticon (a stereo photo 
viewer) and stereo photo cards that belonged to her 
grandmother, Maude Gates Buxton; a kneeling bench 
from the Middletown Baptist Church, also owned by 
Maude Buxton; a bedspread and two pillow cases 
embroidered by Sally's mother, Winona M. Buxton; a sap 
gathering bucket used by her father, Henry Buxton. On the 
bucket is a painting by Barbie Carr of the Buxton 
sugarhouse. 

• Dan McKeen donated a 1940s photo of the 
Middletown Baptist church, before Ed Farrell converted 
the building to a potato storage barn.

• Several Middletown Springs High School yearbooks 
were donated by Rhonda Parker.

Bennington Museum Publishes 
Textile Research Article 

 Michele Pagan, MSHS Collections 
Management Committee chair, has 
written an article for the Wallooomsac 
Review, Bennington Museum, that 
clarifies the dating of early 19th 
Century Vermont textiles.
 Through research in early U.S. Census 
r e c o r d s , l o c a l h i s t o r i e s , a n d 
contemporary maps, Michele located 
and dated the expansion of commercial 
cotton mills in Vermont that gradually 
supplanted “homespun” production of linen textiles from 
home-grown flax. This transition from flax to cotton 
occurred around 1825.  The availability in a general store 
of mill-made cotton cloth at reasonable prices was a 
tremendous labor-saving benefit to farm families and a 
boost to the tailor and seamstress trade.
 Michele is a textile conservator in private practice with a 
studio in East Dorset.  She served on the MSHS Board of 
Trustees from 2019-2021.



Membership Information
Membership dues for 2022 are due in January.

Check your mailing label for current status.

Dues Schedule:
Individual $10.00 Business $50.00
Family $15.00 Sustaining $100.00
Contributing $25.00

Send to: Pat Hemenway, Treasurer
Middletown Springs Historical Society
P.O. Box 1121
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

Donations to MSHS, a 501 (c) (3) non. profit organization,
are tax deductible.

www.MiddletownSpringsHistoricalSociety.org

Middletown Springs Historical Society
P.O. Box 1121
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

Address Service Requested 

The MSHS Newsletter is published twice a year for members and 
friends of the Society. Comments and manuscripts on subjects of 
interest are encouraged and should be sent c/o David Wright, editor, 
or emailed to montvert@vermontel.net.

Welcome New Members
Cynthia & Pepper Clayton Middletown Springs
Chris Hoyt & Grace Davy Middletown Springs
Lloyd Johnson Middletown Springs

New Contributing Members
Elizabeth Carmody & 
  Matt Heering Middletown Springs
Brian Commins Middletown Springs
Larry & Lynne Gorman Middletown Springs
Thomas Slayton & 
  Amelia Desertsong  Middletown Springs
John & Lori Yates Middletown Springs

New Sustaining Members
Bree & Joe Gunter Middletown SpringsNew 

New Business Member
Elizabeth Remmel Middletown Springs

Business Members
DellVeneri Bakery
Gabe Friedman, Web Designer
Green Mountain Timber Frames, Luke Larson
Hermit Hill Books, Patricia McWilliams
Johnson Energy, Tom & Eileen Johnson
Lillie's Bunny Burrow, Elizabeth Remmel
Mahar Family Maple, Ryan & Ann Marie Mahar
Manson Hall
Morgan Mountain Organic Gardeners
David Munyak, Woodturner
New England Slate Co., Chris Smid
Sissy’s Kitchen, Sissy Hicks
Stewarts Shops
Williams Hardware, Bob Williams

Items for Sale 
• Copies of Historical Society Newsletters, $1 postpaid.
• History of Middletown, by Barnes Frisbie, CD.ROM or 

photocopy, $20; original 1975 reprint, $35, postpaid.
• Historic photo notecards of Middletown Springs, box of 

8, $12 postpaid.
• Searching for Ichabod, by Julie Van Camp, $18, 

postpaid
• A Gem in the Hills, by Frances Krouse, $25, postpaid.
• Middletown Springs Historic District, book, SALE! 

$75, $60, postpaid.


