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Mineral Springs Park has a Master Plan

In early 2021 talks began
between the Historical |
Society Board and land-
scape designer Elizabeth
Cooper about creating a

master plan for the Min-
eral Springs Park, which
is owned and maintained §° Z@¥%
by MSHS. The plan A
would describe the early |
history of the site and the |
development of the Min-
eral Springs Park on the

site by the Society from

1970 to the present.

The Mineral Springs
Park was created on land
along the Poultney River
and North Brook that had
been part of the Montvert
Hotel resort from 1870-
1905. The parcel was

jointly donated by Kathe- D28 e=raal lion andi Croamef

rine Avery, who had in-
herited title to the land,
and Theron Krouse, who spearheaded the effort to
clear and develop the site.

The mineral springs had been used by early settlers
to the area in the two decades before the town was
created as Middletown in 1784. A flood in 1811
buried the springs with debris. Another flood in
1868 uncovered the springs, and curiosity about
their possible medicinal properties led to local use
and anecdotal claims of effectiveness in relieving
various ailments. Horsepower machinery inventor
and manufacturer A.W. Gray, who owned the land,
soon decided to develop the springs and bottle the
water for sale.

Perhaps encouraged by the success of other mineral
springs resorts, like Saratoga Springs, Gray raised

Stereoview of springhouse with bath house in background.

¥ money among friends
| and business associates
' to build a resort hotel,
the Montvert, that

f opened in 1871. Eventu-
@ ally the resort also in-
&°8 cluded a livery barn, a

2 bowling alley, bath hous-
& cs, tennis courts, and a
golf course on the 25-
acre property.

A November 2021 pro-
P posal for the master plan
| was accepted by the
: Board and was included
n an application to
reservation Trust of
Vermont for grant fund-
€ ing to hire a landscape
planner to create the
plan. A Robert Sincer-
beaux Fund matching
¥ grant for the project was
awarded by PVT in late
November 2021.

Maps and photographs illustrating the history of the
site during the Montvert Hotel era and during the fifty
years of MSHS ownership form the basis of the Mas-
ter Plan. A description of the environmental challeng-
es that continue to face the Park lays the groundwork
for future activities and projects, consistent with con-
tinued responsible maintenance and development by
the Historical Society Board.

Both the Board and Elizabeth Cooper are grateful to
Preservation Trust of Vermont for support of this
Master Plan initiative for the Mineral Springs Park.

The Mineral Springs Park, located at 11 Burdock Av-
enue, is open to the public during daylight hours year-
round.



President’s Corner David Wright

Town Office Move Will Leave a Deficit in the MSHS Budget

Historical Society Board members, along with other town residents, eagerly await completion of the new Town office
building in late 2023. The foundation for the building was laid in the fall of 2022 on the corner of South and East
Streets across from the town green. The general contractor, Naylor & Breen, will be erecting the panelized shell of the
building beginning in early May with the expectation of finishing the building in the fall.

The Town has rented office space in the MSHS Adams House since the 1980s and currently pays $425 per month, or
$5,100 per year, which amounts to more than a quarter of the MSHS annual operating budget of $18,000.

That rental income will end in late 2023, halfway through the coming fiscal year, which begins September 1, 2023. The
resulting deficit will be addressed by the Finance Committee and the Board in the coming months. First consideration
will be given to reducing expenses where possible.

Possible measures for the Board and Membership to address the shortfall are: to rent the space to another party; to in-
crease annual dues to members; to increase the number of memberships through a membership drive; to increase Annu-
al Fund donations; to initiate another fund raising event; or some combination of these and other measures.

The Board invites comment and suggestions from the members. Do you know someone who might like the office
space? Do you have ideas for increasing income and/or reducing expenses? Please contact a Board member.

Recent Museum Collection Donations

Several donations were recently recommended for acceptance by the Collections Management Committee and ap-
proved by the MSHS Board at their April 6 meeting:

Dan McKeen donated a set of Archideck Playing Cards designed by Sarah Grimm of Middletown Springs. Dan also
gave a c. 1950 litho-decorated bag labeled “Vermont Potatoes, J.E. Farrell, Middletown Springs”.

Susan Olmstead and the Marshfield School of Weaving gave several wooden weaving tools from Spa-Whit-Ton Farm,
originally owned by ancestors of Anna Fenton.

Sue Clark gave four ¢.1890s photo portraits of A.W. Gray family members.

Anne Reed and the Dorothy Reed Family donated a Minnie Pearl costume (hat and dress) dated 1984, worn by Dora
Parker in several editions of the Middletown Springs Fire Department Country Show. They also gave a large, framed
color photograph of Dora Parker posed next to statue of Minnie Pearl in Nashville in 1989, and two color photos of
Dora in the Minnie Pearl costume.

James Chase gave a group of ephemera dated 1917-1940 related to his mother, Theresa Chase, who lived on North
Street, including Town-related documents and a bill from K. L. Kelly Groceries.

Lester Corey of West Rutland donated a Middletown Springs Grange ribbon and two printed buttons.

Janice Wilder gave a Fortnightly Club ledger and other Fortnightly ephemera dating from 1924-1959, saved by her
mother-in-law, Gwen Wilder, who lived on South Street for many years.

Middletown Springs Elementary School gave several MSES yearbooks dating from the 1990s and early 2000s, as well
as cassette tapes, CDs and VHS recordings of school activities.

Anne Slatin donated ten signed quilt squares, made between 1850-1875, with names from Middletown, Pawlet, and
Manchester. She also gave a 1869 magazine advertisement for Middletown Springs Healing Waters; a handwritten
request for store license to sell liquor from M & H Clark and for tavern licenses to sell liquor at home from Frederick
Kellogg, Ele Tubbs, and Cyrus Adams dated 1833; a stereoview card of men using a drag saw powered by a horse
drawn treadmill, published by B. C. Kinney, Castleton, Vt., ¢. 1875.




Strawberry Festival Returns June 18: New Exhibit Opens
Childhood in Middletown Springs, 1850-1920

The Festival

The 49th Annual Strawberry Festival
offers a classic summer treat at the Mid-
dletown Springs Historical Society on
Sunday, June 18, from 2 p.m.-4 p.m.
Strawberry lovers are invited to the His-
torical Society building on the Green in
Middletown Springs for delicious straw- [
berry shortcake made with fresh Ver-
mont berries, homemade biscuits, vanil-
la ice cream and whipped cream, with a
choice of iced tea, lemonade or hot cof-
fee. Berries will be available for sale by
the quart.

Local artists and craftspeople will dis-
play and sell their work, including ma-
ple products, jewelry, photography, knit-
ted items, and honey and beeswax prod-

ucts. There will be live music during the  7y¢ exhibit includes many c. 1890 photographs of Middletown Springs

event as well as children’s activities. As
part of this annual fundraising event, a
Vermont Country Store gift basket of
Vermont products will be raffled off.

The Exhibit

The Strawberry Festival marks the opening of a new
exhibit in the Middletown Springs Historical Society
Museum. Childhood in Middletown Springs, 1850-
1920, will feature children’s toys, amusements,
books, furniture, clothing, photographs, diaries and
written accounts of childhood memories from the
museum collection.

The items in the exhibit were donated by Mid-
dletown Springs residents and collectively interpret
early childhood in this part of rural America during a
time of great change in attitudes toward children’s
play, education, and work. Along with child labor
laws and mandatory education laws, the concept of
play became fodder for the scientific field of child
psychology and behavioral development.

In Middletown Springs, like rural farming communi-
ties across the country during this period, families
who owned or rented farmland generally worked the
land as a family. While farm children escaped the
harsh working conditions of factories and mills in
more populated areas, they did start helping with

children, like this lovely girl posed in a field of daisies. The photographs,
from glass plate negatives, are by Middletown Springs photographer
Dana Carpenter (1863-1940).

farm work and household chores at an early age.

Across the country, mandatory education laws were
put in place not only to improve literacy rates but also
to discourage the widespread child labor practices of
the 19th and early 20th centuries. One-room school-
houses gave way to consolidated schools. In Mid-
dletown Springs, the town’s eight district schools
were consolidated in 1904 in a new building that ac-
commodated as many as 130 students in grades

one through twelve. (With the 1997 expansion, the
building is still used by grades kindergarten through
SiX.)

Highlights of the exhibit include a goat cart, diary
entries of two farm sisters, a magic lantern with chil-
dren’s slides, dolls and doll furniture, clothing for
infants, toddlers and young children, and a large col-
lection of children’s portraits by photographer Dana
Carpenter.

The exhibit will be on display through December.
The museum is open on Sundays, 2 p.m.-4 p.m., June
through October, or by appointment. For more infor-
mation about museum events and exhibits and the
history of Middletown Springs, visit the new accessi-
ble website at www.mshsvt.org.


http://www.mshsvt.org

Juliet Barrett Sampler Travels to Sampler
Search Event at Shelburne Museum

by Alice Blakely Marsh

Recently I was very pleased to visit the Historical Society
Museum for the purpose of transporting one of my favorite
things from the MSHS collection to a special event near
my home in Jericho. It is the needlework sampler showing
the family record for my third great grandparents, Stephen
Barrett and Eliza Barker.

In cross stitches common to most antique samplers from
that time it reads: “Wrought by Juliet. M. Barrett. Mid-
dletown. Vt. 1851.” As part of the Vermont Sampler Initi-
ative, which is aligned with the national Sampler Archive
Project, Juliet’s sampler will soon be listed in the database
that can be seen and studied online by anyone.

On April 21, I brought the sampler to Shelburne Museum
in Shelburne to be photographed and documented as to

Stephen Barrett
| Eliza Barrett
£
S . | Sally A Barrett
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| &bifail X Barret

physical characteristics, maker history, and object history.
It was very exciting for me to honor Juliet and her creative
work in this way and to be one of the volunteers document-
ing samplers brought by others to Shelburne.

Juliet Barrett was my grandmother’s grandmother, and the
sampler was passed down to my grandmother, Lucy Grover
Blakely, and her sister Hazel Grover. It hung on the wall in
the sitting room in the family farmhouse in West Tinmouth
until 2000 when it was gifted to the Historical Society.

Born in 1835, Juliet was 16 years old when she stitched the
sampler, likely as an anniversary gift for her parents, Ste-
phen and Eliza, who were married in 1831. Juliet married
Eugene Gray, youngest son of Henry Gray of Middletown,
in 1860, and they lived in the Gray homestead on the cor-
ner of East and South Streets across from the green.

The sampler likely came back to Juliet after her parents

died, Stephen in 1864, and Eliza in 1876. Fortunately,
it was saved from the fire that burned the Gray home
and several other buildings along East Street in 1920.
Eugene had died in 1902, and Juliet in 1914. Their son
Harry was living in the house. After the fire, their
daughter Katie, who had married Will Grover in 1887,
acquired the sampler and kept it at the Grover home in
West Tinmouth.

It has been a pleasure to see the sampler on display at
the museum when I have visited, properly hung away
from any light source above the Barrett sideboard, and
apparently dusted from time to time, as it looked great
when Collections Manager Mary Lou Willits removed
it from the wall and packed it for the trip. It will soon
be back in its place, honoring Juliet Barrett Gray and
the town now known as Middletown Springs.

Fancy Goods Exhibit Moves to
Vermont History Museum

Middletown Springs Historical Society Museum’s ex-
hibit, Fancy Goods: Hats and Fashion Accessories,
1850-1950, travels to the Vermont History Museum in
Montpelier where it will be on display in the Local
History Gallery from August through January. The
public opening reception will be held on August 12,

1 pm.-3 p.m.

The Vermont Historical Society created the Local His-
tory Gallery as a dedicated exhibit space for local his-
torical societies, museums, and other cultural organiza-
tions to create and present changing exhibitions that
showcase collections and stories that cover the width
and breadth of Vermont’s diverse historic landscape.

Around the turn of the 20th Century, Julia Adams op-
erated a millinery and fancy goods store in the Mid-
dletown Springs Historical Society building, formerly
known as the Adams House. “Julia’s photo with mem-
bers of her Sunday school class sitting on the steps of
the shop beneath the sign Mrs. S.C. Adams Millinery &
Fancy Goods inspired the exhibit,” says curator Mary
Lou Willits, who is the Society’s Collections Manager.

Fancy goods were designed to appeal to taste or fancy
rather than what was essential. The primarily ornamen-
tal fashion items in the exhibit document what resi-
dents of Middletown Springs considered fancy goods.
The 30 items, which date from 1850 to 1950, were do-
nated to the Middletown Springs Historical Society
collection by local families.

The items in the exhibit, which had not been displayed
before, have been safely conserved in the collections
storage area for over 20 years. The Society’s Collec-
tions Care Committee works year-round to catalogue
and properly house textiles and other objects, archival
material and photographs so they can be enjoyed and
studied by future generations.



2023 Maple Festival Sets Record

The Maple Festival returned to an in-person event and
continued with the Maple Raffle. It was a cold day but
lively one at the Festival with so many people who
braved the cold for this annual community event.

The food was abundant and delicious - many lunch
choices of chili, soup, mac & cheese, several maple and
non-maple desserts, plus maple “Spun Gold” and sugar-
on-snow. The maple history talk was well attended,
many browsed the museum, and there were children’s
activities. The Mahar family sold maple products and
maintained the outdoor sugar-making demonstration.

The Middletown Springs Historical Society is grateful
for the many people who volunteered and helped make
the Maple Festival a success.

The Maple Raffle featured 35 items, each valued at $100
or more, and some of the items donated were combined
into specialty “baskets”. With 55 bidders, the total raffle
income was $4,460. Food sales and donations during the
event brought the total income to $5,546. After expens-
es, the net income was $5,315.

Thanks to the businesses and friends who donated
items for this year’s Maple Raffle!

Raffle Item Donors

Applebees - Gift card

May & Phil Biondi - Birding, garden décor and gar-
dening collections

Birdseye Diner - Gift card

Carl Durfee's Store - Gift card

Carmody/Heering Family - Hop'n Moose gift card
Holly Cronin - Massage and spa product

Lois Dansereau - Knitted socks

Kevin Eaton - 2-Hours PC consultation

Patrick & Kathy Feeley - Best Moon Catering Gift
cards

Ray Gaylord - Vail Resorts coupons for tune-ups,
rentals, ski lifts

Gilmore Home Center - Ace Gift card

Grand Union - Gift card

Graves/Doyle Family - Natural history walk
Sarah Grimm - Natural horse lessons

Alfred Haley - 2 Half gallons of maple syrup
Hannaford's - Gift card

Pat & Don Hemenway - Vermont Country Store
Gift card

Hermit Hill Books - Gift card

Lucille Horkan - TJMaxx Gift card

Chris Hoyt - Toad's Burger Bar Gift cards

Peter Huntoon - Limited edition print of choice
Pam Johnson - Log doll house and set of collector
plates and tomahawks

Johnson Energy - 100 gallons heating oil or cash
value

Maureen LaBate - Basket of honey and beeswax
products

LaValley Building Supply - Gift cards

David Lawrence - Custom floral package

Mahar Maple - Maple nuts and Gift card
Mandy's Spring Nursery - Gift card

Alice Marsh - L.L. Bean Gift card

Mary's Café - Gift card

Maureen McCormack - Pet toys

McNeil & Reedy - Leather wallet

Noble Ace Hardware - Gift card

O'Brien's Salon - Gift card

Price Chopper - Gift card

Quest Frames - Gift card

Riverside Motors - Gift card

Nora Rubinstein - Knitting or spinning lessons
Sanborn Yankee Paint - Gift card

Anne Pratt Slatin - 16th Century vellum music score
Peter & Aileen Stevenson - S E Smith Gift card
Sweet Carolines - Gift card

Vermont Sweetwater - Maple soda

Williams Hardware - Train set, 2 decorated baskets

Welcome New Members!

Upgrading your membership category helps MSHS bal-
ance its budget and erase the budget deficit due to the loss
of Town Office rent! Thank you!

New Individual Member
Bethany Davison, Clemson, S.C.

New Family Members
Craig & Alice Gilborn, East Dorset, Vt.

New Contributing Members
David Lawrence & Robert Galick, Middletown Springs

New Sustaining Members
Jere Berger, Huntington, Vt.
Dr. Phil & Isabel Carling, Hingham, Mass.

Upgrade to Contributing Membership
Phil & May Biondi, Middlesex , N.J.
Yolanda Hansen, Cedar Grove, N.J.

Sally Jones, Dublin, N.H.

Dale Spring, Little River, S.C.

Shane & Lisa Thornton, Middletown Springs
Maryanne & Tom Tyrrell, Bronx, N.Y.

Upgrade to Sustaining Membership

Copeland & Andree Bertsche, Cedar Grove, N.J.
Beth Carmody & Matt Heering, Middletown Springs
Jim Gilmour, St. Pete Beach, Fla.

Judy Hedding, Sun Lakes, Ariz.

Jon Mathewson, Middletown Springs

Julia Samborsky, Front Royal, Va

William Spaulding, Lexington, Mich.

Meredith Tucker, Inverness, I11.



Thank you for your donation to the 2022-23 Annual Fund!

Contributions to the 2022-23 Annual Fund totaled $4,630. These donations were earmarked by donors to the
following funds: Building Fund $405; Heritage Fund $230; Mineral Springs Park Fund $225; Museum Fund
$250; Operating Fund $3,520. Membership dues received this year to date amount to $3,210 compared to

$3,235 to the same date last year.

Shirley & Jim Anderson
Michael Beattie & Leslie Silver
Sika Berger

Jere Berger

Copeland Gray Bertsche
Phil & May Biondi

Vera Blakely

Raymond Boas

Barbara Bradney

Philip Carling

Robin & Melissa Chesnut-Tangerman
Dennis Clark

Patrick & Kathleen Feeley
Kerstin & Emmett Francois
Alice & Craig Gilborn

Jim Gilmour

George & Claudia Gonda
Durand & Diane Gray
Yolanda Hansen

Pat & Don Hemenway
Lucille Horkan

Tom & Linda Hurcomb
Lloyd Johnson

Pam Johnson

Johnson Energy

Sally Jones

Matt & Patty Kenyon

Joe & Mary King

Priscilla Leonard

Steve & Kathleen Letendre
Mary Lou Mars

In Memoriam

Rodney Tarbell, of Middletown
Springs, died January 13, 2023.
The following profile was origi-
nally published in the Rutland
Herald in August 2003.

Tarbells keep farming
in the family by Alan J. Keays

Rodney Tarbell of Middletown
Springs said the most important
word in his farm’s name is in the A / \
middle. Surrounded by “Tarbell” and “Farm” is “Famlly
So many family members help out that they pretty much
surround the farm, too. “The title of the farm is the Tar-
bell Family Farm,” Tarbell said. “It includes the whole
family. There is not anyone that sticks out. The whole
family pitches in.”

Tarbell, 53, said he has always been a dairy farmer, ex-
cept for a couple years he spent working construction to

Alice Marsh

Maureen McCormack
Andrew Moyer

DNJ Munyak LLC

Gregg & Katherine Ouderkirk
Alan & Sharon Parker

Mark Raymond

James Ritchie

Evelyn Ritchie

Adina & William Roberts
Helen Rogers

Jean Rogers

Kevin Rooney & Karen Kay
Diane Rosenmiller

Paul Sackevich

Bruce & Barbara Scott

Joyce Scribner

Joan Shaw

Andrew & Susan Shayne
Virginia & Thomas Sheldon
Anne Pratt Slatin

Richard Spitalny

Deb Squires

Charles Stevens & Kelley Beckwith
Lisa & Shane Thornton
Mabel Traver

Kathleen Whittet

Williams Hardware

Charles Wright

Mary Lou Willits & David Wright

a little hill farm in Mount Holly and that was too small to
continue,” Tarbell said. “That’s when my wife and I rented
a farm in East Wallingford,” he said. “We did that for 10
years.” The couple purchased their farm in Middletown
Springs about 21 years ago.

The farm sits on 307 acres just west of the four corners.
The family also rents an additional 300 acres of land. Tar-
bell’s wife, Alida, helps out with the bookkeeping and oth-
er chores.

His 28-year-old son, Brian, and Brian’s wife, Bridget, live
across the road from the farm. Some day, the son said,
he’d like to take over the family farm operation. “I don’t
think I could stand being under a covered roof all day,”
Brian Tarbell said. “Some things on the farm have their
good points, but you’ve got to do them all to get them all
done.”

Another son, Mark, 20, and a daughter, Rachel, 21, help
out when on break from Pensacola Christian College in
Florida. She is studying nursing. He is a history major.
Mark Tarbell said he doesn’t know exactly what he plans

get money to buy a farm. “My father (Carroll Tarbell) had (continued on page 7)
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Malcolm Jensen, 75, died March 15, 2023, at the Jack
Byrne Center in Lebanon, N.H. He was born in Sarato-
ga Springs, N. Y. to Lawrence and Dorothy (Mann)
Jensen. Malcolm attended New-
port High School before entering
the US Navy in February 1964
where he served 8+ years on
active duty.

Malcolm worked as a long-
distance truck driver with Starr
Transportation, Goddard Trans- :
portation, and Stone Belt
(Moon) Transportation. Mal-
colm also worked for the De-
partment of Corrections in
Windsor and Woodstock. He held volunteer positions
including Disabled American Vet Transportation Coor-
dinator for Rutland for 20 years and American Legion
Rutland Bingo for 12 years. Malcolm was a life mem-
ber of the Rutland VFW#648 and a member of Ameri-
can Legion Post #31.

Malcolm is survived by his wife, Pamela Johnson, of
Rutland; sons Skip (Lisa) Jensen of Oxnard, Calif., and
Michael (Mary) Jensen of Brandon; grandchildren
Daniel, Julia, and Nicholas of Oxnard, Calif., and Mat-
thew Jensen of Vermont; a great grandson Wyatt Jen-
sen; sisters Candace Huseman of Newport, and Jean
(Giles) Vigent of Newport. Malcolm was predeceased
by his parents and sister, Pam Brown. A Military burial
will take place at Randolph Veterans Cemetery.

Pam Johnson is the Vice President of the Middletown
Springs Historical Society.

Audrey J. Putnam, 83, died April 2, 2022, at her
home in Bridgewater Corners from complications of
ALS. Audrey was born Sept. 23, 1938, the daughter of

(continued from page 6)

to do when he graduates from college, but doesn’t think
farming was in his future. “I’ve seen what the milk bill is
like,” he said.

Bobbi Raiche of Ira, a friend, also helps with the morning
milking of the farm’s 100 cows.

And Rodney Tarbell’s oldest son, Eric, 31, and his wife,
Shelly, run the only other dairy farm in town, about two
miles away. “He’s the mechanic of the family,” his father
said. “We trade with Eric as far as help goes. We’ll help
up there and he’ll help down here. We run them separate-
ly, but we’re the same family.”

Rodney Tarbell said one of the biggest advantages of run-
ning a family farm is that he doesn’t have to look too far
for reliable help. “The beauty of my family is you can to-
tally trust them 100 percent,” he said. “You don’t have to
worry about them in any respect.” They do have to worry
about making ends meet. “I have been doing this for 31
years and [ haven’t ever seen the price of milk as tight as

Grove R. and Rena (Scott) Scrib-
ner. She grew up in Poultney, Vt.
After graduating from Poultney
High School, she attended and
graduated from Sheldon Academy
Beauty Culture in Burlington. She |
then worked at Green Beauty Shop
in Woodstock.

Family was extremely important to
Audrey. She enjoyed her many

S

family vacations to Maine and eventually winters in
New Smyrna Beach, Fla. She enjoyed researching fam-
ily history and genealogy and sharing her findings with
her current family.

She was a longtime member of the Bridgewater and
State Grange, the Mountain Valley Pomona, the
Bridgewater Historical Society, Middletown Springs
Historical Society, and the Ann Story DAR. Audrey
was a great quilter, avid reader, and excellent baker
making wonderful pies for so many family and friends.
Perhaps her most enjoyable time was that spent in her
many gardens over the years and most recently sharing
that passion of vegetable gardening with her grandson,
Dylan.

Audrey is survived by her four daughters, Jane (Ed)
Browe, of Florence, Joan Modersohn, of Bridgewater
Corners, Jill Blaney, of New Smyrna Beach, Fla., and
Joyce (Robert Arnebold) Putnam of Killington; her
grandsons, Ryan Putnam and Dylan Modersohn; her
four great-grandchildren; her brother, Norman Scrib-
ner; and her sister, Diane Garrett. In addition to her
parents, she was predeceased by her husband of 56
years, Wilbur W. Putnam Sr.; her daughter, Janice; her
grandsons, Travis and Wyatt; and sons-in-law, Richard
Blaney and Richard Modersohn.

this,” the father said. “If they don’t improve the milk price
eventually, they’ll just choke us all up. ... The guy in the
middle is soaking too much of the profit, I guess, or they’re
not charging enough in the store.” Tarbell said that, over the
years, family members have gone off the farm to make
money, doing things like plowing and sanding driveways in
the winter. His wife works part time at the U.S. Farm Ser-
vice Agency in Rutland.

Tarbell said he got into farming and plans to continue for
more than financial reasons. “This is what I grew up doing.
I like working outside and I like the animals,” he said. “It’s
certainly not the money that keeps you in it.”

The family name has been on the front of the barn for years.
“If we’re directing people to come here, we always just tell
them the name is on the end of the barn,” Tarbell said.
However, the name is missing now. “We’ve got another
family member working on that,” Tarbell said of his father-
in-law, Ben Naaktgeboren. “The name will be back on there
as soon as he gets done painting it.”



Membership Information

Membership dues for 2024 are due in January.
Check your mailing label for current status.

Dues Schedule:

Individual $10 Business $50.00
Family $15 Sustaining $100
Contributing $25

Send to: Pat Hemenway, Treasurer

Middletown Springs Historical Society
P.O. Box 1121
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

Donations to MSHS, a 501( ¢ )( 3 ) non-profit organi-
zation, are tax deductible.

For more information about MSHS, visit our new web-
site at www.mshsvt.org.

Business Members

DellVeneri Bakery

Green Mountain Timber Frames, Luke Larson
Hermit Hill Books, Patricia McWilliams
Johnson Energy, Tom & Eileen Johnson
Lillie’s Bunny Burrow, Elizabeth Remmel
Mahar Family Maple, Ryan & Ann Marie Mahar
Manson Hall

Morgan Mountain Organic Gardeners

David Munyak, Woodturner

New England Slate Co., Chris Smid

Sissy’s Kitchen, Sissy Hicks

Stewarts Shops

Williams Hardware, Bob Williams

Coming Events

STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL
Sunday, June 18, 2-4 p.m.

54TH ANNUAL MEETING
Sunday, September 17, 2-4 p.m.

MUSEUM OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, October 8, 2-4 p.m.
Exhibits
NEW IN 2023
Childhood in Middletown Springs, 1850-1920
ONGOING
The Montvert Hotel and Mineral Springs
Middletown Baptist Pastor Sylvanus Haynes
Middletown Springs History Timeline, 1770-1970

The MSHS Museum is open on Sundays, 2-4 p.m.,
June through October, or by appointment by calling
David Wright at 802-235-2376.

Items for Sale
o Copies of Historical Society Newsletters, $1 postpaid.

e History of Middletown, by Barnes Frisbie, CD.ROM or
photocopy, $20; original 1975 reprint, $35 postpaid.

e Historic photo notecards of Middletown Springs, box
of 8, $12 postpaid.

e Searching for Ichabod, by Julie Van Camp, $18, ppd.
e A Gem in the Hills, by Frances Krouse, $25, postpaid.

o Middletown Springs Historic District, book with pic-
tures, SALE! was $75, now $60, postpaid.

The MSHS Newsletter is published twice a year for members and
friends of the Society. Comments and manuscripts on subjects of
interest are encouraged and should be sent c/o David Wright, editor,
or emailed to montvert@vermontel.net.

Middletown Springs Historical Society
P.O. Box 1121
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

Address Service Requested




