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A New Town Office - the Evolution of an Idea

The completion of the new Town Office facing the
southwest corner of the town green is part of an
evolution in town government in Middletown
Springs that began over fifty years ago and had
roots in the very beginnings of the town.

Florence Pratt was Town Clerk in the 1960s and her
office was in her home, as had been common prac-
tice in Vermont towns for many years. An addition
on the west end of the Pratt residence on West
Street (which had been the office of a Dr. Kinney
who lived in the house and practiced in Middletown
Springs in the 1890s and early 1900s) served as
Pratt’s office. From the front porch, folks with town
business passed through the kitchen and parlor to
reach the office.

When Florence Pratt resigned in 1972 for health
reasons, the Selectboard appointed Florence Coburn
as Town Clerk. They also decided that it was time
for a dedicated public space that could be used for
other town office functions as well. Florence Co-
burn’s office was therefore in the basement of the
Elementary School with a separate outside entrance
on the south side of the building.

Town officials may have been motivated by exam-
ples in other towns of fires destroying the Town
Clerk’s home along with the town records. At about
this time a former Tinmouth town clerk’s house
burned in Tinmouth, not long after the Tinmouth
Town Office had been moved to its current store-
front location.

According to Frisbie’s History of Middletown,
1867, p. 90 ,“The first meeting house in Mid-
dletown was a log house...the meeting which orga-
nized the town, November 17, 1784, was held in
that building.” However, it was primarily a house
of worship shared by the Congregationalists and the
Baptists, and town meetings were likely held there
because it was the largest gathering place in town. It
was not a town office, even though Jonathan Rock-

Construction of the new Town Office facing the
southwest corner of the town green is expected to be

finished Oct. 1, 2023.  Photo by Emmett Francois

well, the first Town Clerk, might have stored records
there, or regularly carried out business there, such as
recording residents’ deeds and their self-reported
births, deaths, and marriages.

The Methodists organized as a congregation in Mid-
dletown in 1835 and built a building in co-operation
with the Town which included a sanctuary on the sec-
ond floor and a Town Room on the ground level. Fris-
bie reports (p.103) that . .. the town has since sur-
rendered their claim to it,” but he says nothing about
the Town Room being used for anything more than a
meeting room.

From the 1880s until 1920, Barker’s Hall (later called
Kelley’s Hall) above the livery stable on East St., fac-
ing the green, served as the place for Town Meetings,
but was rented as well for vaudeville shows, theater
and musical performance, dances, and possibly school
activities. After the building burned in the great fire of
1920, a hall was created in the newly created Commu-
nity House, formerly called the Adams House, for the
same sort of activities, including Town Meeting.
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President’s Corner by David Wright

Flooding devastated several Vermont towns in July and the National Weather Service reports that some areas
of Vermont have received more than twice the normal amount of precipitation from July 1 through August 30
of this year, with over 26 inches in several communities. We have been more fortunate with "only" 17.1 inch-
es measured at the closest weather station, in nearby Rutland. Vermont farmers have been especially hard hit,
losing entire crops in flooded fields and finding it difficult to cut, dry, and process hay, which must be dry
and free from mold for safe storage.

We are particularly grateful that the Poultney River and North Brook that pass by the Mineral Springs Park
did not leave their banks and flood the park area. Hurricane season, however, runs until November 30, and
more heavy rain events may still be in store for Vermont.

Many Vermonters suffered flood damage to their homes this summer, and lost irreplaceable family photos,
art, heirlooms, textiles, memorabilia, documents and more personal treasures. So it is heartening to learn that
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is partnering with the Smithsonian Institution to provide
guidance to help flood-affected Vermonters hoping to salvage important family items.

FEMA has accessed the Heritage Emergency National Task Force, a partnership of 62 national service organ-
izations and federal agencies working "to protect cultural heritage from the damaging effects of natural disas-
ters and other emergencies" affecting local and regional museums and historical societies as well as private

and family collections. If you know of someone in need of these online resources, direct them to
https://www.fema.gov/disaster/recover/save-family-treasures.
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In 1971 the Town sold the deteriorating Communi-
ty House building to the Middletown Springs His-
torical Society for a nominal dollar. The sales
agreement stipulated that MSHS would provide
space for the town safe (then in the school base-
ment), voting booths, and library facilities of the
Middletown Springs Public Library.

By 1980 MSHS had completed major renovations
in the ground floor of building, including preparing
a space for the Town Office. The office was soon
relocated, along with the huge cast iron safe and
another smaller safe, from the school to its current
location in the southeast corner of the ground floor
of the Historical Society building.

Fifteen years later, growing need for space for the
Town Clerk as well as other parts of town govern-
ment - the Treasurer, Listers, Planning Commis-
sioners, et al. - motivated the Selectboard to ap-
proach the MSHS Board about enlarging the Town
Office space. In 1996, the resulting $43,000 project
enlarged the office footprint, and created a secure
document storage room, an accessible restroom,
and other Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
improvements.

In 2010, propelled by increasing need for space and

more stringent recommendations from the Vermont
Secretary of State’s Office concerning management
and preservation of town records, the Selectboard
established a Building Committee of interested resi-
dents to pursue building a new Town Office, and to
locate a site for it. The preferred site was where the
former Parker’s Garage had recently burned, on the
corner of South and East Streets.

The site qualified for Brownfields Program funding
from the US EPA for identification and clean-up of
environmental hazards. Grants totaling over
$280,000 were awarded. The Town purchased the
remediated site in 2012 and asked the expanded
Building Committee to plan for a new Town Office
building.

In 2013 voters approved creating a building Reserve
Fund and later voted to add $50,000 per year to be
raised by taxes. In 2019 the Building Committee and
Selectboard approved plans for a combined Town
Office and Library building, pending bonding ap-
proval by the voters.

The Selectboard sought bonding approval for the
proposed building as part of a $3 million package
that was to include several town facilities - the pro-
posed Town Office/Library, a new or refurbished
firechouse, a new transfer station, and a town garage.
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Leslie Silver addresses the assembled group at the Town-Wide Gathering in 2022.

By Leslie Silver—Sunday, September 24, will be our third Town-Wide Gathering in the Mineral Springs Park. We
hope even more of you will come, meet your neighbors and delight in the personal connections of living in our won-
derful small town!

The first Town-Wide Gathering happened on October 10, 2021. We were finally coming out of pandemic mode and
there had been virtually no community events for the past year and a half, and not much opportunity for people to
meet their neighbors. So the idea of a town-wide gathering was born. Patty Kenyon, the Town Clerk, made a list of
people who had moved into Middletown Springs in the past two years. Leslie Silver and Michael Beattie drove around
town delivering personal invitations to about 26 of those people.

The first event was planned by Patty Kenyon, Melissa Chesnut-Tangerman, Beth Miller and Leslie Silver. About 100
people attended. The Community made snacks, and people gathered and talked. We introduced the town officials and
some of the town committees and gathered in small groups to meet each other. A tradition was born!

The second event happened on September 11, 2022. Leslie and Michael again drove around town specifically handing
out invites to new people in town. The planning committee grew. Pat Hemenway, Pat Clough, Rita Hansen, Mary
Lamson, Claire Ericksen, and Leslie Silver met a few times via Zoom. A large interactive map of town with color cod-
ed areas, drawn by Michael Beattie, was on display when people arrived. People then placed a pushpin where they
lived. Groups were formed by these “neighborhoods” so people could meet and talk with their neighbors. We also had
ice breakers upon arrival which allowed for more getting to know each other.

Hope to see you at our third Town-Wide Gathering on September 24!

The Mineral Springs Park is owned and maintained by the Middletown Springs Historical Society. The park, located
at 11 Burdock Avenue, is open to the public during daylight hours year-round. To schedule a group or family gather-
ing, contact David Wright at 802-235-2376 or Pat Hemenway at 802-235-2421.

Elisha Leffingwell Tin Shop Gets Facelift

Volunteers recently repainted the facade of the Eli-
2 sha Leffingwell tin shop in the Mineral Springs
Park. From left are Maureen Cormack, David

t Wright and Pat Hemenway. Chris Hoyt, the fourth
painter, took this photo.

8@ The Elisha Leffingwell Tin Shop was moved to the
&l Mineral Springs Park in1991 from its original
home on East St. Read more about the building,
Elisha Leffingwell, and the project in the Jan.-Feb.
- 1991 newsletter found in Newsletter Archives on
our new website at https://mshsvt.org/newsletter-
archive/.




Notice of Annual Meeting

Featuring Slide Lecture Bicycling in Vermont, 1880-1920

The 54th Annual Meeting of the Middletown
Springs Historical Society will convene at 2:00

p.m., on Sunday, Sep.17, at the Historical Society |

Building. Following a dessert buffet there will be

a brief business meeting, including a review of the *%

year’s accomplishments and plans for the future.

Guest speaker UVM Professor Luis Vivanco will
present his slide program, Of Wheelmen, The New
Woman, and Good Roads: Bicycling in Vermont,
1880-1920. Prof. Vivanco explores the fascinating
early history of the bicycle in Vermont, a new in-
vention that generated widespread curiosity when
it arrived here in the 1870s. During the 1890s, en-
thusiasm exploded statewide as bicycles became
safer, women took to the wheel, roads improved,
and retailers developed novel advertising tech-
niques to draw in buyers.

By 1920, popular interest in bicycles had waned,
but it had not just been a fad: the bicycle was tied
to important changes in industrial production, con-
sumerism, new road policies and regulations, gen-
der relations, and new cultural ideas about auto-
mobility and effortless speed.

Luis Vivanco is a Professor of Anthropology and
Co-Director of the Humanities Center at the Uni-
versity of Vermont. He has published extensive
scholarship on bicycle culture, politics, and histo-
ry. Vivanco’s lecture draws from archival research
he began for his book Reconsidering the Bicycle:
An Anthropological Perspective on a New (Old)
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By packaging the bonding approval, they hoped to
avoid a scenario where one or more separate bonds
would be approved while other bond votes might
fail. However, in November 2019, the $3 million
bonding package was overwhelmingly rejected by
the voters.

The Selectboard, working with a new Building
Committee and a new architect, responded with
plans for a smaller, stand-alone Town Office build-
ing on the same site. In November 2020 a bond pro-
posal for part of the proposed $973,000 project (less
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Members of the Leonidas Gray and A. Y. Gray families
and neighboring Greene and Hickock families pose with

bicycles on South Street in Middletown Springs, c. 1910.
Photo Middletown Springs Historical Society Collection

Thing (Routledge, 2013). He is currently preparing
several publications based on this research and has
developed a bicycle tour in Burlington to comple-
ment his lecture.

On display at the Historical Society will be a re-
stored “high wheel” bicycle from the museum col-
lection. The bike is a 56.5 inch Columbia by the
Pope Manufacturing Co., Boston, patented in 1878.
It belonged to the family of Dr. Emelie Perkins,
well-known pediatrician in Rutland from 1950-
1970.

For more information, call David Wright at 802-
235-2376.

funds accumulated over six years in the Reserve
Fund) was approved by voters. The fate of other pro-
jects in the package is unknown at this time.

Costs for materials and labor had unfortunately in-
creased dramatically during the Covid 19 economic
upheaval, leading to reductions in size and amenities
in the final design.

Construction on the new Town Office began in the
fall of 2022 and is expected to be completed by Octo-
ber 1, 2023.

The vacated office space in the Historical Society will be avail-
able for rent. For details contact David Wright (802-235-
2376) or Pat Hemenway (802-235-2421).



Museum Open House to
Feature Grover Diaries

This year’s annual Museum Open House on Sun-
day, October 8, 2-4:00 p.m., features a dramatic
reading of excerpts from the 1907 childhood diaries
of sisters Lucy and Hazel Grover. The program al-
so includes a gallery talk about the new exhibit,
Childhood in Middletown Springs, 1850-1920.

Young actors Anya Brostek, Hubbardton, and Ellie
Ruck, Middletown Springs, play the parts of Lucy
and Hazel, respectively. Their performance is
under the direction of Melissa Chesnut-Tangerman,
a partner in Theatre in the Woods summer camp in
Middletown Springs.

In 1907, Grover sisters Lu-
¢y (left) and Hazel (right)
wrote diary entries from
January through May.
Their diaries provide a
peak into childhood on a
farm near Middletown
Springs at the turn of the
20th century.

Photo courtesy Alice
Blakely Marsh, grand
daughter of Lucy Grover
Blakely

On January 1, 1907, Lucy Grover (14) and her sis-
ter Hazel (10) began diaries in identical composi-
tion books. Though it is not known why they start-
ed simultaneous diaries and why they stopped writ-
ing on May 14, 1907, their journals give a rare
view of Vermont family farm life at the beginning
of the 20th century.

They lived with their parents, Will and Katie
Grover, who owned and operated a farm in West
Tinmouth about four miles south of the village of
Middletown Springs. Their diaries document chil-
dren’s work, education, and play—themes that run
through the exhibit.

The exhibit runs through the Annual Maple Festival on
March 17, 2024. The museum is open Sundays, 2-4.:00
p-m. through October. The exhibit can also be viewed
by appointment by calling exhibit curator and Collec-
tions Manager Mary Lou Willits at 802-235-2376.
School groups are welcome!

Strawberry Festival
Tradition Continues

Volunteers (from left) Lina Hanson, Joe Gunter, Anna-
belle Mahar and Bree Gunter serve strawberry short-
cake at the 2023 Strawberry Festival.

Photo by Emmett Francois

A cool breezy day on June 18 did not deter straw-
berry lovers from attending the 48th Annual
Strawberry Festival. Over 350 delicious shortcakes
were served, and 72 quarts of fresh berries were
sold. While the shortcake could be seen as the
highlight of the day, following closely were guitar
and vocal music by Paul Morgan, several craft
booths, the raffle of a Vermont Country Store gift
basket, and the opening of a new exhibit with chil-
dren’s programming.

The exhibit, Childhood in Middletown Springs,
1850-1920, features children’s toys, amusements,
books, furniture, clothing, photographs, diaries and
written accounts of childhood memories from the
museum collection. The accompanying children’s
program, led by educator Catherine Hunter, fea-
tured historic children’s games including marbles,
paper dolls, and a Teddy bear den. Over 90 visitors
viewed the exhibit, and more than 30 children en-
joyed the games and activities.

Net income from the day was over $2,300. We are
grateful for the many volunteers that made the fes-
tival a success, for the local artists and artisans
who set up their colorful and attractive displays
and for the crowd that enjoyed the events of the
day! Thanks go out to all!



Membership Information

Membership dues for 2024 are due in January.
Check your mailing label for current status.

Dues Schedule:

Individual $10 Business $50
Family $15 Sustaining $100
Contributing $25

Send to:

Pat Hemenway, Treasurer

Middletown Springs Historical Society
P.O. Box 1121

Middletown Springs, VT 05757

Donations to MSHS, a 501( ¢ )( 3 ) non-profit or-
ganization, are tax deductible.

Website: www.mshsvt.org

Check out our new website occasionally for news,
calendar updates, press releases, and new and ar-
chived newsletters. Traffic to the site has increased
steadily in its first year and we have received sev-
eral genealogical inquiries in recent months as well
as significant donations to the permanent collec-
tion. We also welcomed our first new member who
joined online and paid first dues using PayPal!

Welcome New Members

Patricia Hansen, Clifton, N.J.
Barbara Hansen, Staten Island, N.Y.

Coming Events

54TH ANNUAL MEETING
Sunday, September 17, 2-4 p.m.

MUSEUM OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, October 8, 2-4 p.m.
Exhibits
NEW! RUNS THROUGH MARCH 2024
Childhood in Middletown Springs, 1850-1920
ONGOING
The Montvert Hotel and Mineral Springs
Middletown Baptist Pastor Sylvanus Haynes
Middletown Springs History Timeline, 1770-1970

The MSHS Museum is open on Sundays, 2-4 p.m.,
June through October, or by appointment by calling
David Wright at 802-235-2376.

Items for Sale
o Copies of Historical Society Newsletters, $1 postpaid.

e History of Middletown, by Barnes Frisbie, CD.ROM or
photocopy, $20; original 1975 reprint, $35 postpaid.

e Historic photo notecards of Middletown Springs, box
of 8, $12 postpaid.

e Searching for Ichabod, by Julie Van Camp, $18, ppd.
e A Gem in the Hills, by Frances Krouse, $25, postpaid.

o Middletown Springs Historic District, book with pic-
tures, SALE! was $75, now $60, postpaid.

The MSHS Newsletter is published twice a year for members and
friends of the Society. Comments and manuscripts on subjects of
interest are encouraged and should be sent c/o David Wright, editor,
or emailed to montvert@vermontel.net.

Middletown Springs Historical Society
P.O. Box 1121
Middletown Springs, VT 05757
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