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Dana Carpenter Was a Man for All Seasons 

This year's Museum Exhibit, opening at the Straw-
berry Festival on June 23, explores the career and 
life of Dana Stedman Carpenter (1863-1940), busi-
ness entrepreneur and popular resident of Mid-
dletown Springs from 1888 until his death in 1940. 

The Middletown Springs Historical Society muse-
um collection includes a wealth of historical arti-
facts, photographs, books, and documents related to 
Carpenter acquired over the past 50 years, including 
recent important acquisitions.  

We know from previous research, reported in the 
MSHS Newsletter, Vol.26, No. 2, August 1995,  
(https://mshsvt.org/newsletters/) that Carpenter was 
a pharmacist, a well-known avocational botanist, 
the local photographer and printer, and the Mid-
dletown Springs Telephone Company's first manag-
er and lineman. An active Town citizen, he repre-
sented Middletown Springs in the State Legislature 
in 1902-1903 and 1929-1930. In local town affairs, 
he served as Town Moderator for 20 years, Justice 

of the Peace, school board member, Town Auditor, 
Health Officer and trustee of the Public Library. He 
was a deacon of the Congregational Church and was 
active at county and state levels in Christian Endeav-
or, an interdenominational Christian youth society. 

Born in Westminster West and raised in Weston, Car-
penter married Clara Curtis of Ira, whom he met in 
pharmacy training at Castleton Normal School, and in 
1888, they moved to Middletown Springs. Dana and 
Clara opened the pharmacy in one of the shops at the 
Valley Hotel on East Street, where they had a soda 
fountain with homemade ice cream. The town's first  
telephone exchange with its local operator was set up 
in a back room of the drug store around 1903. 

Around 1905 when the Carpenters were bequeathed 
the Horace Clark house on West Street, they moved 
there from their previous home on West Street next to 
St. Anne's Catholic Church. Later Dana moved the 
pharmacy to a building next door to the Clark house, 

Dana Carpenter poses with the Clift girls on the porch 
steps of their home. Carpenter used a delayed shutter 
release on his glass plate camera to allow himself to get 
in the picture after focusing his lens.  

Dana Carpenter Photo, MSHS Museum Collection 

In the early 1900s, Dana Carpenter moved his drug store 
from the Valley Hotel to a building next door his home on 
6 West Street. Signs on the porch advertise a wide range 
of products: hardware, glass, paints, oils, general mer-
chandise, dry goods and groceries. 

Dana Carpenter Photo, MSHS Museum Collection 

Dana Carpenter, continued on page 2 



  

 

 

 
 

Invasives are not new but their overwhelming presence is increasingly obvious. 

As part of their responsibility as stewards of the Mineral Springs Park, Trustees and other volunteers work at the Park 
every April and May clearing fallen trees and debris and removing invasive plants like honey suckle, barberry, and our 
most numerous nuisance, garlic mustard (Alliaria petiolate). This invasive weed, found in many areas of the U.S., 
grows prolifically in sun and shade, crowding out native species through a root chemical which inhibits other plants 
from growing.  

Trustees were first alerted about garlic mustard in the early 2000s by Middletown Springs botanists and MSHS 
members, Kathy Doyle and Jim Graves, a couple teaching at Green Mountain College and Middlebury College, 
who had learned about efforts in Southern states to control the pest, and had found the plant growing on their 
property on South Street and on other land along the Poultney River. 

In 2006 they obtained a grant from the Natural Resources Conservation Service, a federal agency with an office in 
Rutland, for restoration of buffer zones along rivers and lakes by removal of invasive plants.  They enlisted MSHS 
and other landowners along the Poultney River in the effort. MSHS has continued volunteer work for the ensuing 
18 years. 

Meanwhile, the warming climate accelerates the spread of garlic mustard in Middletown Springs as the plant is 
now seen along roadsides even at higher elevations. It can be found in many areas in fields and woodlots, and in 
some places the balance is shifting to the predominance of invasives over native species.  

MSHS will continue the battle against invasives in the Park while there is still hope of maintaining an oasis for 
ferns, wildflowers and other species that we know grew in Middletown Springs over 100 years ago from botanist 
Dana Carpenter’s observations, noted in his well-worn copy of Gray’s Botany. 

President’s Corner   David Wright 
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now known as Sissy's Kitchen. Upstairs, above the 
expanded pharmacy and general store, “Carp" had 
his printing shop and photography studio. Clara died 
in 1917, and Carpenter later married Aurora Stewart 
of Rutland. Together Dana and Aurora raised two 
foster daughters, Harriet Kenyon and Thelma Day. 
 

The MSHS collection documents Carpenter's busi-
ness, professional, and avocational pursuits, as well 
as his community and family life. According to ex-
hibit curator Mary Lou Willits, many of these col-
lection items will be on exhibit, including Carpen-
ter's framed pharmaceutical degree certificate, 
shelving and apothecary bottles from his drugstore, 
botanical specimens and notebooks, glass plate pho-
tography prints and equipment, printing blocks and 
printed material from his shop, and personal photo 
albums and scrapbooks. She also notes that the Car-
penter Drug Store sign, on loan from Sissy Hicks, 
who now owns the former drug store building, will 
be on display. 
 

The exhibit will also include excerpts from newspa-
pers and other publications, some written after per-
sonal interviews, that reveal more about Carpenter's 
personality and character. For example, the Autumn 
1962 issue of Vermont Life featured an article by 
George Haig, son of the Congregational Church 
pastor, who remembered his Middletown Springs 

boyhood in the early 1900s.  
 

Haig wrote that at that time, "…the real point of in-
terest for small fry was Dana Carpenter's drug store 
and ice cream emporium, and Dana Carpenter him-
self. The ice cream dispensary would have been 
popular in its own right, but its interest… was great-
ly enhanced by the presence of the village telephone 
switchboard, in full view and hearing of anybody 
who entered the store." Haig recalled that the village 
boys were always on the lookout for "Carp" on his 
bicycle as he road around town to repair telephone 
lines strung from house to tree to barn to pole. "Carp 
had to be prepared to climb trees, scale barn roofs, 
or, if everything else failed, install a rickety pole to 
keep the system in operating order.” 
 

The Dan Carpenter exhibit, which runs through 
March 2025, will be augmented by public programs 
about botany and glass plate photography. The Ex-
hibit Opening at the Strawberry Festival will feature 
a related children's activity— creating botanical 
prints from the natural dyes of pressed flowers and 
plant parts—lead by local educator Catherine 
Hunter. 

Dana Carpenter, continued from page 1 
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On March 17, members and the community came out to 
celebrate everything maple! Many cooks, servers and 
kitchen helpers produced the abundant lunch choices of 
chili, soup, stew, baked beans and mac & cheese, blue-
berry pancakes, the many maple and non-maple des-
serts, Stewart's ice cream, plus maple "Spun Gold" cot-
ton candy. One member graciously brought snow in 
from the mountain so that we could offer traditional 
sugar-on-snow.  

There were many generous donors for 37 Maple Raffle 
items valued at $100 or more, and many members and 
friends purchased raffle tickets.   

The maple history discussion was well-attended, and 
many browsed the museum where "Childhood in Mid-
dletown Springs" exhibit creator Mary Lou Willits was 
on hand to answer questions. The  children's activities 
were maple themed. 

The Mahar family sold 2024 maple products and set up 
and maintained the outdoor sugar-making demonstra-
tion, and Paul Morgan provided acoustic music! 

The proceeds of over $5,500 from the festival go toward 
maintaining the Historical Society building and Mineral 
Springs Park, and caring for the museum collection. 

 

Thanks to the businesses and friends who do-
nated items for the 2024 Maple Raffle! 

99 Restaurant - Gift card 

Applebee's - Gift card 

Big Apple Diner - Gift card 

May & Phil Biondi - Birdhouses, home décor, and fairy 
garden collection 

Birdseye Diner - Gift card 

Blush Salon & Beauty Lounge - Gift card 

Brigid's Crossing - One bedroom/one night Airbnb stay 

Carl Durfee's Store - Gift card 

Carmody/Heering Family - Vermont Country Store gift 
card 

Castleton Pizza Place - Gift card 

Holly Cronin - Reflexology Treatment and body care 
products 

Kevin Eaton - 2-Hours PC consultation 

Patrick & Kathy Feeley - 2 Best Moon Catering gift cards 

Craig & Alice Gilborn - Jazz album & wine 

Gilmore Home Center - Ace gift card 

Grand Union - Gift card 

Jim Graves - Natural history walk 

Green Mountain Timber Frames - Rental of the Rueben 
Waite Barn 

Sarah Grimm - Natural horse lessons 

Alfred Haley - 2 Half gallons of maple syrup 

Pat & Don Hemenway - McNeil & Reedy, Sensible Shoe 
& Gilmore Ace Hardware gift cards; & juicer 

Home Depot - Two sidewalk light fixtures 

Hop'n Moose Pub - Gift basket 

Chris Hoyt - 2 Toad's Burger Bar gift cards 

Peter Huntoon - Framed limited edition print, 16" x 19" 

Johnson Energy - 100 gallons heating oil or cash value 

Maureen LaBate - Basket of honey/beeswax products 

Laureate Fine Books - Gift card 

LaValley Building Supply - 2 Gift cards 

Mahar Maple - Maple syrup & maple nuts  

Mandy's Spring Nursery - Gift card 

Maureen McCormack - Mary's Café gift card 

McNeil & Reedy - Leather front-pocket wallet 

Noble Ace Hardware - Gift card 

Price Chopper - Gift card 

Quest Frames - Gift card 

James Ritchie - Petco gift card 

Riverside Motors - Gift card 

S.E. Smith - Gift card 

Sanborn Yankee Paint - Gift card 

Slate Town Brewing Co. - Gift card 

Anne Pratt Slatin - 10 rolls Farrow & Ball hand-crafted 
wallpaper & Mach's Market gift card 

Staple's - Gift card 

Peter & Aileen Stevenson - 2 Stewart's Shops gift cards 

Vermont Country Store - Gift basket and gift card 

Vermont Sweetwater - Case of maple soda 

Mary Lou Willits - T.J. Maxx Gift card 
 

David Wright & Mary Lou Willits - Dinner for 4 at 
Montvert Bungalow; & Orca tumbler 

 

 

2024 Maple Festival in March had Something for Everyone 

Maple “Spun Gold” cotton candy is always a favorite 
among children attending the Maple Festival. 

Photo by Beth Carmody 



  

 

Shirley Ann Anderson, 
82, of Hernando, Florida, 
died on November 21, 2023. 
She was born in Detroit, 
Michigan, the daughter of 
Raymond and Margaret 
Branch. She graduated from 
Cooley High School and the 
University of Michigan. 
Shirley was a teacher, a gar-
dener, a sports enthusiast, 
and loved to travel.  She was 
also an avid reader who kept 
up on current events.  

Shirley and Jim were longtime residents of Coy Hill 
Road.  They attended St. Anne's Church and were 
members of the Historical Society. Shirley was also 
very active in the Garden Club and her monthly Book 
Club. 

She is survived by her loving husband, Jim, and their 
four children: Jill Rutledge, Joan Roach (Larry), Tom 
Anderson (Kerry), and Matt Anderson (Rena); her 
brother, Harvey Branch (Pat); a niece, Terre Lange 
(Heinz); a nephew, Scott Branch (Barbara); and eight 
grandchildren: James, Christie, Julia, Thomas, Olivia, 
Leo, Victoria, and Gigi.  

John DeVoe died August 13, 2023 in Gulf Breeze, 
Florida. His wife, Jean DeVoe died July 27, 2005. 
During their years of residence in Middletown Springs 
in the 1980s and early 1990s, Jean served on the Se-
lectboard and on the MSHS Board of Trustees 1988-
1991. Jean and John were life members of the Histori-
cal Society. John leaves a sister, Sandra Devoe, of Gulf 
Breeze, Fla. 

Dorothy B. Gray, 102, died October 30, 2023 at Ohio 
Living Lake Vista in Cortland, Ohio. She was born on 
June 3, 1921 in Irvington, N.J., a daughter of the late 
Walter and Effie Gray. 

She received her Bachelor and Masters degree from the 
University of North Carolina in Chapel Hill and worked 
as a school psychologist in the Warren, Ohio schools for 
22 years and Niles, Ohio, schools for four years. 

She was a member of the Children's Rehabilitation 
Auxiliary and a lifetime member of Trumbull County 
and Ohio Retired Teacher's Association. She also vol-
unteered in Warren as a tax worker for 14 years, poll 
worker, and with Mobile Meals. 

Dorothy will be missed by seven nieces and nephews, 
including MSHS members Randy and Bob Gray. Be-
sides her parents, she was preceded in death by her 
brothers, Walter and Durand Gray. 

She was a descendant of William N. Gray and Mary W. 
Sawyer who had an 80 acre farm on Spruce Knob Rd. 
The farmhouse is now the home of Nora Rubinstein 
and Herb Childress.  

Manson P. Hall, 92, died at his home in Chatham, 

In Memoriam  Mass. on June 23, 2023. He was born November 5, 
1930 in Newton, Mass. to Marion Manson and George 
Phillips Hall. He attended Newton schools, Governor 
Dummer Academy, and graduated from Amherst Col-
lege in 1953. After college, Manson joined the army and 
served in Korea. He later earned a Master's Degree 
from Harvard University and a doctorate in education 
from Columbia University. 

Manson married Merilyn Boyce in 1957, and they spent 
a year in Aleppo, Syria where he began teaching. Upon 
returning to the U.S., Manson taught high school histo-
ry in New Canaan, Conn., but soon moved back to Mas-
sachusetts to teach at Newton North High School. He 
and Merilyn had five children. Merilyn succumbed to 
cancer in 1967. 

In 1973, he married fellow educator, Alison Kenney 
Hall, with whom he shared 32 years and had one 
daughter. He became principal of Watertown High 
School in 1976. After his retirement, he and Alison en-
joyed travel to Africa, China, Russia, and Europe, as 
well as extended time in Vermont and Chatham, Mass. 
where they settled. Alison passed away in 2007. 

Manson married Ann Ferguson in 2010, and they split 
their time between Chatham and Naples, Fla.   

He is survived by his wife, Ann Ferguson, and by his 
children: Phil Hall (Kelly Campbell) of Jamaica Plain, 
Mass., Catherine Green of Millis, Mass., Scott Hall of 
Framingham, Mass., Daniel Hall of Stoughton, Mass., 
Thomas Hall (Lisa Hall) of Framingham, Mass., and 
Carolyn Hall (Chelsea Clark) of Seattle, Wash.; and sev-
eral grandchildren: Shannon, Scott, Emma, Elizabeth, 
Tyler, Kaylee, Siobhan, Conor, Daniel, Campbell, Eliza, 
June, and Samuel. He was pre-deceased by his sister-in
-law Caroline Kenney and is survived by his brother-in-
law, Richard Kenney. Manson and Alison were mem-
bers of the Historical Society for many years. 

Thomas W. Jaeger, 80,died, 
November 19, 2023 in Ashburn, 
Va. Tom was born on July 28, 
1943, in Hackensack, N.J. to 
Morris and Adeline Jaeger. He 
spent much of his childhood in 
Middletown Springs, before 
moving back to Oradell, N.J., 
where he graduated from River 
Dell High School in 1961. In 
1965 Tom graduated from Rut-
gers University, and  married 
his high school sweetheart and 
the love of his life, Helen, on a 
hot August day. 

Tom is survived by his wife of 58 years, Helen 
(Calogrides) Jaeger, daughter Christiana Jaeger (Timur 
Tunador), granddaughter Yasmin Tunador (Nicholas 
Schamens), grandson Joseph Tunador, great-
granddaughter Charlotte Schamens; also by his sister, 
Doreen Thomas, sister-in-law Nancy Jaeger, and by 
many much-loved nieces, nephews, cousins, friends 
and their families. He was predeceased by his beloved 
son Thomas M. Jaeger, grandson Noah Tunador, and 
brother Stanton (Yogi) Jaeger.  
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Upon graduation from Rutgers University where he 
was a member of their ROTC program, Tom served in 
the U.S. Army for three years, finishing in 1968 as a 
Captain in the 2nd Armored Calvary in West Germany. 
Tom and Helen, along with their new baby daughter, 
returned to N.J. where he began his long and accom-
plished career as a Fire Protection Engineer, PE. He 
worked for Gage Babcock & Associates for over 30 
years, retiring as CEO of the company.  

Upon retirement, Tom continued working as a consult-
ant and was a tireless advocate for vulnerable popula-
tions, including as an advisor to the American Health 
Care Association on fire safety in nursing homes; and 
working with the ACLU as both a consultant and expert 
witness on fire safety in numerous prison systems. 
Tom was a lifetime member of the National Fire Pro-
tection Association (NFPA), serving on the Board of 
Directors for 20 years and as Chair of the Board in 
2010-11. During his tenure with the NFPA he also 
served on numerous code-writing committees and re-
ceived the prestigious Standard's Medal in 1997.  

Tom's childhood in Middletown Springs cemented his 
love for Vermont; and later in life he and Helen en-
joyed many summers (and a few very cold weeks each 
winter) in the renovated family home on Buxton Ave. 
that was his happy place. Tom was passionate about 
his yard and gardens in Vermont; there wasn't a weed 
he couldn't find nor a squirrel he wouldn't do battle 
with should they attempt to raid the birdfeeders. Tom 
loved the Vermont outdoors: going for hikes and long 
walks, swimming in local water holes, playing golf, ski-
ing, enjoying the beautiful views and sunsets, and host-
ing family and friends.  

Tom and Helen have been members of the Historical 
Society for many years. 

Anne L. Krouse, 
83, died February 24 
in Ocala, Fla.  She 
was born in White 
Plains, N.Y., the old-
est of three children 
of  Mildred and John 
Lopata. In 1966 she 
married Theron 
"Bud" Krouse and 
moved just a few 
miles up the road to 
Middletown Springs. 
They lived for 64 
years in the home 
Bud built on 
Montvert Road. They 
raised two children 
there, Scott and Sharon. 

Anne was an entrepreneur. She owned and operated 
the Valley Market on South St. in Middletown Springs 
for over 20 years. She also owned and managed several 
rental properties over the years. She was very sociable 
and liked running a business and interacting with peo-
ple.  

No matter where she traveled, her heart was always in 

Middletown Springs, where she felt the most comforta-
ble. She loved the small town life Middletown offers. 
On summer days she could be seen scooting around in 
her golf cart and visiting with her neighbors.. 

Anne and Bud spent their summers in Vermont and 
winters in Ocala, Fla. during their retirement years, 
allowing them time with both sets of grandchildren not 
to mention skipping the cold Vermont weather months 
and enjoying the warm and sunny winter days Florida 
has to offer. 

Besides spending time with Bud, Anne enjoyed going 
to Bingo, playing Bonko with her friends, knitting, and 
reading. She also loved writing letters to her grand-
daughter Taylor while she was deployed in the mili-
tary, and phoning her grandson Tyler, on duty in Neva-
da with the US Air Force. Anne loved her yellow tiger 
cat "Jake" whom she rescued.  

Anne is survived by her husband, Theron of Mid-
dletown Springs; a sister, Linda Taylor of Tennessee; 
her son, Scott, of Vermont; and her daughter, Sharon 
and her husband Ja Meadows of Jacksonville, Fla.; and 
five grandchildren: Anthony, Robbyn and Theron 
Krouse of Vermont; and Tyler and Taylor Meadows of 
Florida. She was preceded in death by her parents and 
her brother. 

Anne and Bud have been members of the Historical 
Society since 1969. Both were Founding Members of 
the Board of Trustees, where Anne was the first Secre-
tary, serving on the board until 1972. 

Shirley D. Moyer, 89, died January 2, 2024 at Rut-
land Regional Medical Center. She was born July 31, 
1934 in Morrisville, the daughter of Herbert H. and 
Lulu (Slicer) Dunbar. Shirley was a graduate of Crafts-
bury Academy High School class of 1952 

She met her future husband, Byron Moyer, while at-
tending the University of Vermont in Burlington and 
they married on November 1, 1953. 

Shirley was the Postmaster of the Middletown Springs 
Post Office for many years, retiring in 2001. She en-
joyed gardening, town politics, traveling and spending 
time with her family. 

She is survived by her husband, Byron "Pete" Moyer, of 
Middletown Springs; her sons, Michael Moyer, of 
Leicester; Gary Moyer (Sheila), of Middletown Springs; 
and Paul Moyer, of North Clarendon; her brother Her-
bert H. Dunbar Jr., of West Glover; also by her daugh-
ter-in-law Denise Moyer; by her thirteen grandchil-
dren; and her numerous great- grandchildren and 
great- great grandchildren; also by several nieces, 
nephews and cousins. 

Shirley was predeceased by her parents; by her sons: 
Karl Moyer in 1986; and Byron Moyer in 2020; and by 
her grandson, Allen Moyer, in 2021. 

Shirley and Byron have been Historical Society mem-
bers for many years.  Shirley served as Surrogate Trus-
tee for Kay Avery and as Treasurer from 1986-1988. 

Joanne T. Reynolds, 86, died in Lebanon, N.H. on 
August 29, 2023. Born in Fayetteville, Pennsylvania on 
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December 13, 1936, Jo lived much of her adult life in 
the Washington, DC area before moving to Tinmouth 
in 2003. She graduated from Chambersburg High 
School in 1954 and from Bates College in 1958. There 
she met her husband, Grant, and they married in 
1958. In 1960, Jo and Grant moved to suburban 
Washington D.C. and settled in Potomac, Md.  

In Tinmouth, Jo played an active role in the commu-
nity as a member of the Conservation Commission, 
the Tinmouth Community Fund Board, the Tinmouth 
Handbell Choir, and the team that ran the Old Fire-
house Concert series. Jo ran the cross-country ski 
program for Tinmouth School kids for many years, 
with Grant in charge of equipment, and was an active 
school volunteer.  

Grant died in 2021 (See https://mshsvt.org/
newsletters Vol. 52, No. 2, Oct. 2021). Jo is survived 
by her three children: Cathy Reynolds (Doug Fontein) 
of Tinmouth; Carin Reynolds (Peter Kermond ) of 
Lebanon, N.H.;  Colin Reynolds (Trisha Reynolds) of 
Del Norte, Colo.; and four grandchildren: Amelia Fon-
tein (Guillaume Sparrow-Pepin) of Putney, and Izzy 
Fontein, of N.C.; Eloise Pierson of Germantown, Md., 
and Cate Pierson of Brooklyn, N.Y. Jo is also survived 
by her brother, George Trogler, and his partner, Neil 
Shaughnessy. 

Jo and Grant were members of the Historical Society 
for over 20 years. 

Richard "Dick" Saxton, 89, died July 11, at his 
home in Estero, Fla. 

Dick graduated from Shelton High School in 1952 and 
from Wilbraham Academy in Massachusetts in 1953. 
He graduated from Worcester Poly Technical Institute 
in 1957. He also had degrees from the New Britain 
State Teacher's College as well a master's degree in 
Technical Education. Upon retirement, Dick was Pro-
fessor Emeritus. For most of his adult life, Dick was a 
member of the Niantic Community Church. He loved 
gardening, crossword puzzles, jigsaw puzzles, whis-
tling and ice cream. 

Dick and Janice were married for over 66 amazing 
years. Dick retired from Thames Valley State Tech-
nical College where he was head of the Chemical De-
partment in Norwich. He lived most of his life in Con-
necticut and enjoyed winters in Florida before moving 
to Florida full-time. 

He is survived by his wife Janice D. Saxton and their 
children, Doug Saxton, Bruce Saxton and Nancy Sax-
ton Kosman. They also have five grandchildren, Brian, 
Hill, Jacob, Arianna and Jarod; and one great-
grandchild Soren, who lovingly referred to him as 
Grandpa and Papa; and daughter-in-law Barbara Sax-
ton married to Doug. 

Joan Campbell Shaw, 99, died at her home in 
Manchester Center, where she and here late husband 
Douglas Parker Shaw raised their five children. She 
was born in 1924 in Brooklyn, NY as the only child of 
Clarence and Madge Thompson Campbell.  

Joan fell in love with Vermont while she was a student 

at Middlebury College, where she was a proud sister of 
Kappa Kappa Gamma sorority. She graduated in 1946. 
In 1955 she married her husband Doug, who died in 
2014. 

Joan was much loved by her five children Sally, An-
drew, Nancy, Cynthia, and Elizabeth, as well as her 
sons-in-law – Chris Senecal, Ian Mackenzie, and Bart 
Bales, and her daughter-in-law Jennifer (Ball) Shaw. 
Rarely a day went by when she wasn't visited by one or 
several of her seven grandchildren – Calvin, Emily, 
Cameron, Celia, Rudyard, Esther, and Isla. Joan also 
maintained a close relationship with her Fresh Air 
Fund “son” - the late Julio Gomez of Virginia, his wife 
Daphane, and family. Other survivors include numer-
ous nieces and nephews. 

Wilma Mae Shirley Wash-
burn, 99, died on December 22, 
2023, at Rutland Regional Medi-
cal Center. 

Wilma was born September 11, 
1924, in Randolph, the daughter 
of Elwin Shirley and Lola 
(Fifield) Shirley. Elwin worked at 
the bowl mill in Granville, where 
he met Lola, a Granville school 
teacher. Wilma was pleased to 
share that her father invented 
one of the machines at the mill 
that "made the little bowls." She 

and her two younger sisters "used to sit in the bowls 
and slide down the hill." When the bowl mill closed, 
Elwin opened a grocery store. He was town clerk and 
Lola was a postmistress. 

Wilma attended the Granville one-room schoolhouse 
for eight years. She graduated from Randolph High 
School in 1942. She started her college education at 
Johnson State College and later graduated with a 
teaching degree from the University of Vermont. After 
teaching for a few years, she returned to earn her mas-
ter's degree. She taught kindergarten to fourth grade in 
Springfield. Later, she taught English at Randolph 
High School. 

Wilma married Veteran and dairy farmer, Forrest 
Washburn, in Granville, on August 9, 1958. They 
moved to Bethel to eventually live in the same home 
where Forrest was born and his family had lived for 
over 100 years. The dairy farm, Long Meadow Farm, 
was a local landmark and often photographed site. 

Though pre-deceased by many, including Forrest, Wil-
ma is survived by the families of her two sisters and 
Forrest's brother and five sisters. Many friends and 
former students will fondly remember Aunt Wilma. 

In September 2020 when she was a resident of Mid-
dletown Springs, living with her nephew Tony Lamber-
ton and his wife Anissa, Wilma was honored with the 
presentation of the Gold-Headed Cane as "the oldest 
resident of Middletown Springs".   
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Thank you for your donation to the 2023-24 Annual Fund!  
 

Contributions to the 2023-24 Annual Fund totaled $4,208. These donations were earmarked by donors to the 
following funds: Building Fund $215; Heritage Fund $100; Mineral Springs Park Fund $70; Museum Fund 
$280; Operating Fund $3,543. Membership dues received this year-to-date amount to $2,670 compared to 
$3210 at the same date last year. 

2023 Annual Meeting Featured Election of Trustees and Bicycle History  

The 54th Annual Meeting of the Historical Society on September 17, 2023 began with a review of the previ-
ous year, highlighted by major grant-funded building projects, successful festivals and  fundraisers, the com-
pletion of a Mineral Springs Park Master Plan and the debut of another unique Museum exhibit using objects 
and information from the MSHS collection. Meanwhile, the previous year's exhibit was honored with a two 
month invitation to the Vermont Historical Society's Local History Gallery in Montpelier.  

Two new nominees were introduced at the Annual Meeting and elected to two year terms on the Board of 
Trustees: Madeleine Hayes, Inn Keeper of Brigid's Crossing, the society's Airbnb neighbor on the east end 
of the green; and Sharen Underwood, retired Rutland County Deputy Sheriff and attorney, who previously 
served on the Board  from 2002-2004. 

Re-elected to the Board were: Pam Johnson, Maureen McCormack, Kim Gaylord, Chris Hoyt, and David 
Wright. They joined continuing trustees Pat Hemenway and Theron Krouse. 

The guest speaker for the afternoon meeting was Prof. Luis Vivanco, who gave an entertaining slide presen-
tation "Of Wheelmen, the New Woman, and Good Roads: Bicycling in Vermont, 1880-1920".   
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Charles Stevens & Kelley Beckwith 

Peter & Aileen Stevenson 

Harry Thomas 

Mabel Traver 

Tom & Maryanne Tyrrell 

Steven Warm 

Kathleen Whittet 

Mary Lou Willits & David Wright 

John Yates 

 



  

 

 

Middletown Springs Historical Society 

P.O. Box 1121 

Middletown Springs, VT 05757 

 

Address Service Requested 

Membership Information 

Membership dues for 2024 are due in January. 

Check your mailing label for current status. 
 

Dues Schedule: 

 Individual $10  Business $50.00 

 Family $15  Sustaining $100 

 Contributing $25 

 

Send to: Pat Hemenway, Treasurer 

  Middletown Springs Historical Society 

  P.O. Box 1121 

  Middletown Springs, VT 05757 
 

Donations to MSHS, a 501( c )( 3 ) non-profit organi-
zation, are tax deductible.  

For more information about MSHS, visit our new web-
site at www.mshsvt.org. 
 

The MSHS Newsletter is published twice a year for members and friends of the Society. Comments and manuscripts on subjects of interest are 

encouraged and should be sent c/o David Wright, editor, or emailed to montvert@vermontel.net. 

Coming Events 2024 

Sunday, May 26, Middletown Springs Memorial 
Day Parade and Remembrance 

Sunday, June 23, 2-4 pm, Strawberry Festival  

Sunday, September 15, 2 pm, 55th Annual Meeting 

Sunday, October 6, 2-4 pm, Museum Open House 
 

Exhibits 

NEW THIS SEASON 

Dana S. Carpenter: A Man for All Seasons 

ONGOING 

The Montvert Hotel and Mineral Springs 

Middletown Baptist Pastor Sylvanus Haynes  

Middletown Springs History Timeline, 1770-1970 

The MSHS Museum is open on Sundays, 2-4 p.m., 
June through October, or by appointment by calling 
David Wright at 802-235-2376. 

Welcome New Members! 

Please consider upgrading your membership level if you 
can afford to do so. 

New Individual Members 

Holly Cronin, Middletown Springs 

Kay Schlieder, Manchester Center 

Hank Sperry, Miamisburg, Ohio 

New Contributing Members 

Barbara Hansen, Staten Island, N.Y. 

Nancy & Jerry Mills, College Station, Tex. 

Upgrade to Family Membership 

Robert Gray, Schroon Lake, N.Y. 

Alsey Pouliotte & Family,  Hudson Falls, N.Y. 

Upgrade to Contributing Membership 

Robin & Melissa Chesnut-Tangerman, Middletown Springs 

Emmett & Kerstin Francois, Middletown Springs 

Yolanda Hansen, Cedar Grove, N.J. 

Andrew Moyer, Rutland 

David & Jenny Munyak, Middletown Springs  

Dale Milne, Greeley, Colo. 

Bruce & Barbara Scott, Poultney 

Richard Spitalny, Chappaqua, N.Y. 

Kathy Whittet, Saratoga Springs, N.Y. 

Upgrade to Sustaining Membership 

Martha Heitkamp, Middletown Springs 

May & Phil Biondi, Middlesex, N.J. 

Tom & Eileen Johnson, Center Rutland 

Steve & Kathy Letendre, Middletown Springs 

Maureen McCormack, Middletown Springs 

Leslie Silver & Michael Beattie, Middletown Springs  


