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Walter Granger: Forgotten Scientist of Middletown Springs 

In 1994 MSHS was contacted by Vincent Morgan, who 
was researching the career of his great uncle, Mid-
dletown native Walter Granger (1872-1941). We had 
little information to offer about his boyhood in town 
and in the Rutland area. However, senior MSHS mem-
bers Kay Avery and Hazel Grover recalled that 
Granger was “in the news” in the 1920s for his paleon-
tological discoveries in far-off places. Just this summer 
David Potter of Clarendon donated to MSHS a copy of 
Vincent Morgan’s informative book, published in 2002.  
 

Few in Middletown 

Springs today know 
about one of the town’s 
most famous natives. 
Walter Willis Granger, 
the famed paleontologist 
and consummate collec-
tor, who over a 50 year 
career with the Ameri-
can Museum of Natural 
History (AMNH) in 
New York led expedi-
tions to the American 
West, the Fayum of 
Egypt, and to China and 
Mongolia, bringing back 
a seemingly endless 
stream of fossil speci-
mens and equally im-
portant data about the 
situational and geologic 
context in which his dis-
coveries were made. His finds were recorded in the su-
perb field notes and scientific papers he wrote, in the 
popular press and cinema newsreels, and even fictional-
ized versions in dime store novels and movies.   
 
Walter Granger was born on North St. in Middletown 
Springs in 1872, the son of Charles H. Granger and Ada 
Haynes of Middletown Springs. Charles met Ada when 
his father, Calvin Granger, became pastor of the Con-
gregational Church in 1859. She was the daughter of 
Dr. Sylvanus H. Haynes, one of three physicians in 
town at the time, and Adelia Thomas Haynes. After 
their marriage Ada and Charles lived in Rutland, where 

Charles was an insurance agent. In 1872 Ada returned to 
her parents’ home in Middletown Springs to give birth to 
her first child, Walter.  
 
Walter grew up on Prospect Street in Rutland but escaped 
the city as a boy to hunt, trap, and bring home specimens 
to mount as a budding taxidermist. His hobbies and his 
expressed desire to work in a major natural history muse-
um were encouraged by his parents and were furthered in 
August 1890 by his father’s initiative while visiting a fam-
ily friend, Jenness B. Richardson, in New York, a taxider-
mist from Rutland who was working at the AMNH. A tele-
gram soon came to Walter offering a part-time job at 
AMNH as an assistant taxidermist. Although he was only 
17 and beginning his senior year of high school, he jumped 
at the chance, with his parents’ approval, and took the train 
to New York City in September 1890. 
 
By spring Walter was working full-time at AMNH and by 
fall of 1893 he was doing fieldwork in ornithology with 
museum specialists. Fieldwork suited the young Vermont-
er who had grown up roaming the woods and meadows of 
Rutland County. His enthusiasm convinced his mentor, 
Frank Chapman, to attach him to an 1894 AMNH expedi-
tion to Kansas, Nebraska and South Dakota, under the 
leadership of paleontologist Jacob L. Wortman. The fol-
lowing season of 1895 took him on an expedition to Utah, 
Wyoming and Nebraska where his interest expanded from 
studying and collecting recent animal specimens to collect-
ing fossil vertebrates. 
 
In early 1896, Granger’s newfound interest in fossil col-
lecting resulted in his transfer to the Museum’s Depart-
ment of Vertebrate Paleontology (DVP), then chaired by 
Henry F. Osborn. That season’s expedition took him with 
a small Wortman-led AMNH party of two paleontologists 
and two archaeologists to established sites in New Mexico, 
Wyoming and Nebraska.   
 
At the end of the 1897 season, a chance encounter and 
conversation with a group of Mexican sheepherders led to 
Granger’s dramatic discovery on a ridge in the Laramie 
Plains. An outcropping that looked like a jumbled pile of 
rocks turned out to be chunks of large, fossilized bones. 
Granger, Wortman, and two other collectors spent the en-
tire 1898 season pulling fossils out of the site, filling a rail-
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Two hundred and forty years ago the Town of Middletown was born. The date was October 28, 1784, when the Ver-
mont Legislature, meeting in Rutland, acted on a petition brought before the Legislature the previous February by Jo-
seph Spaulding, co-signed by 50 other petitioners. Spaulding was then a homesteader in the Town of Poultney on what 
would later be known as Spruce Knob Road, Middletown. At the organizing meeting of the town on November 17, 
1784, in a log meeting house in what would later be the Old Cemetery, the first Town officers were elected: moderator, 
clerk, one justice of the peace, as well as a three-man committee to reckon the costs of getting the new town estab-
lished. 
 

Joseph Spaulding was a “practical surveyor”, who had earlier been asked to survey the town boundaries, and the result-
ing survey was part of the petition he took to the Legislature. Given the honor of naming the town, Spaulding chose the 
name of his native town, Middletown, Connecticut; he also noted that the new town was in the middle of the four towns 
from which it was created: Poultney, Ira, Tinmouth, and Wells.  
 

The first annual town meeting was held the following Spring, on March 7, 1785, and around 40 men whose names ap-
pear on the “Roll of the freemen of Middletown” attended. They elected town officers including moderator, clerk, three 
selectmen, treasurer, constable, three listers, tax collector, leather sealer, two grand jurymen, tithing-man, hayward, 
brander of horses, sealer of measures, sealer of weights, seven highway surveyors, a pound keeper, and three fence 
viewers (not to mention the partridge-in-the-pear-tree). A committee of seven was appointed to create school districts.  
 

The new town was up and running in early spring of 1785. The number of inhabitants in the approximately forty-four 
families who had arrived starting in 1782, right after the war’s end, was between 300 and 400 (Frisbie notes that large 
families were common then). By 1785, the homesteaders had cleared 574 acres, built dozens of log cabins, temporary 
shelters, three framed houses, organized two churches, and built a log meeting house as well as a sawmill and grist 
mill.  
 

Now, 240 years later, we congratulate them and remember their wisdom in recognizing an opportunity and planning 
their new town in harmony with the natural arrangement of mountains and hills of the surrounding fertile river valleys 
to the south, east and west, and the gentle highlands to the north, with generous waterpower for mills and a convenient 
central area for a village and commercial area. We could say that Middletown was one of the first consciously planned 
Vermont communities; and we could paraphrase Ben Franklin to comment “. . . if you can keep it” *!  
 

*https://boston1775.blogspot.com/2017/03/how-dr-mchenry-operated-on-his-anecdote.html 

President’s Corner  by David Wright 
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New Acquisitions to MSHS Permanent Collection 
 

Donor: Mary Lou Willits 
1920s metallic gold women’s high heels from Bloomingdale’s, NY, worn by Kay Avery 
1920s string of green/gold glass beads from Venice, worn by Kay Avery 
 

Donor: Paul and Judith Parker 
Framed poster of Middletown Springs Firemen’s Benefit Turkey Shoot, August 27, 1961 
 

Donor: Meg Berger 
1949 Hilltopper yearbook owned by Meg’s mother, Josie Berger 
 

Donor: Jon Mathewson 
Book “Return to These Hills, the Vermont Years of Calvin Coolidge,” by Jane and Will Curtis and Frank 
Lieberman, 1985 
 

Donor: James Chase 
James Chase 3rd grade M.S. Grade School report card, 1945-46 
1938 and 1940 Middletown Spring dog license for Lady 
9 pieces of letterhead paper, Bizallion & Chase Wholesale Retail Fruit Dealers, Middletown Springs 190_ 
M.S. School 1919 class photo, 3rd, 4th, and 5th grades 
M.S. School 1943 and 1945 class photos 
 

Donor: Susan Lockwood 
2 Middletown Springs school class photos 1935 
3 family photos of Susan’s grandmother’s family 
 

Donor: Nelson and Betti Jaquay 
Pamphlets, books, newspaper clippings, and letters that belonged to Dana Carpenter, given to Jaquays by Har-
riet Kenyon, foster daughter of Dana and Aurora Carpenter 

Happy Birthday Middletown! 
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road car. Over the six years, the resulting Bone Cabin  
Quarry, one of the greatest dinosaur fossil sites ever 
found, yielded 64 dinosaurs, five turtles, and four croc-
odiles, as well as Granger’s first published paleontolog-
ical study, Fore and hind limbs of Sauropoda from the 
Bone Cabin Quarry, co-authored with Henry Osborn. A 
60 ft. long Brontosaurus (now called Apatosaurus) skel-
eton, along with other specimens found by Granger, 
still grace the galleries of the American Museum of 
Natural History. 

As Walter Granger developed his professional career 
with summer fieldwork and winter museum projects 
preparing and mounting exhibits of fieldwork finds, he 
made a personal commitment that helped shape the rest 
of his life. In April 1904 he married Anna Deane 
Granger, daughter of his uncle and aunt, John and Al-
thea Granger. The newly-weds lived the first few years 
with her parents in their Brooklyn home. Although they 
were first cousins, they were apparently well-suited in 
temperament and intelligence and remained together 
until Walter’s death in 1941. 
 
In 1907 Walter Granger and Henry Osborn, who was 
soon to become President of the AMNH, traveled to the 
Fayum of Egypt, a 1200 sq. mile fossil-rich desert area 
in the Nile Valley that millions of years before was a 
lush, tropical forest surrounding a huge fresh-water 
lake, the home to exotic vertebrate animals such as the 
precursors of the modern elephant and several extinct 
species found also on the North American continent. 
The AMNH, Osborn, and Granger gained international 

stature from the successful expedition. And the museum 
became an international focal point for the study of 
specimens from the Fayum Expedition. Granger pub-
lished some of the Fayum findings, mounted exhibits, 
and took on more administrative work at the museum 
under his new title of Assistant in Paleontology. 
 
From 1909-1911 Granger led productive field study in 
Wyoming, and more comfortable working in the field 
than in an office, he backed away from administrative 
work at the museum and stepped aside to allow William 
Mather to succeed Osborn as DVP Curator while gladly 
settling for the Assistant Curator title. He published a 
paper at this time on the earliest known ancestor of the 
modern horse, Eohippus, whose fossilized remains were 
found in the Wyoming badlands. 
 
In the fall of 1911 Walter and Anna went on tour to Eu-
rope where he met with the “cream of European paleon-
tologists” and visited the major natural history museums 
and universities. His trip enhanced his international rep-
utation, and he found on his return that he had been ac-
cepted into the Geological Society of America; he later 
joined the famed Explorers Club.  
 
Meanwhile, the attention in the paleontology world had 
turned to Asia. In 1915 a fellow Explorers Club mem-
ber, Roy Chapman Andrew, began a much-publicized 
three-year expedition to China under contract with the 
AMNH. This followed more modest AMNH efforts 
there that had yielded early mammalian artifacts, includ-
ing a human tooth. Granger by now had turned his at-
tention to the study of mammalian evolution, including 
primate evolution. He had collected many primate fos-
sils in the American West and the Fayum and he had 
noted related examples in the European museums. 
 
The First World War affected funding for fieldwork 
from 1915 to 1918 and had broken off communication 
with colleagues in Germany; and yet research continued 
at the AMNH on the abundant backlog of Granger’s 
mammalian fossils from the American West and Fayum 
expeditions. 
 
Granger’s beloved mother, Ada, died in Rutland 1920 at 
73. Granger, 48, who had been extremely close to both 
his parents did not do fieldwork that year. Coincidental-
ly that year, Roy C. Andrews was back from his second 
expedition to Asia, bringing word that Swedish geolo-
gist, Johann G. Andersson, advisor to the Chinese gov-
ernment (the Ching Dynasty had been overthrown in 
1912), was trying to mount a major scientific explora-
tion of China and Mongolia.   
 
Andrews’ report and subsequent letters persuaded 
AMNH President Osborn to arrange for Walter Granger 
to join the Third Asiatic Expedition as chief paleontolo-
gist and second in command in 1921. His wife, Anna, 
joined him in the long trip to Peking and Zhoukoudian 

Two dinosaur skeletons at  AMNH, found by Granger 

Granger, continued from page 1 

Granger, continued on page 4 
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Granger, continued from page 3 

where promising quarry sites, already opened, revealed 
“dragon’s bones”, as fossilized vertebrate remains 
found in apothecary shops that were ground into pow-
der for various Chinese remedies were known, that 
“exceeded all expectations”. Clues were immediately 
evident that later led to the monumental discovery of 
Peking Man (Homo erectus) in 1926. 
 

From 1921 to 1927, mostly in winter, Walter, some-
times accompanied by Anna, explored the limestone 
cliffs in Yangtze River Valley in Sichuan Province in 
search of the source of “dragon’s bones” on one of the 
most dangerous expeditions he ever undertook, due to 
“warlord strife”: rogue soldiers and deserters, thieves, 
and sniper fire. He took assorted firearms with him and 
remained in contact with American and British gun-
boats patrolling the Yangtze River above Waxian. The 
river itself was the source of danger when used for trav-
el up and down through difficult rapids, shifting chan-
nels, and changing water levels.  
 

Granger made five trips to the Gobi Desert during this 
period. Travel by motorcar in the area had been pio-
neered by the Peking to Paris race in 1907 which had 
brought telegraph wires, water wells and caches of gas-
oline for the racers. The Central Asian Expedition 
(CAE) included about 16 American, British, and Swe-
dish scientists and about 25 Chinese and Mongolian 
support workers (cooks, drivers, laborers, translators, 
guides, and government officials). 
         
The CAE expeditions to the Gobi Desert in the 1920s 
found numerous dinosaurs of at least three types, and 
several large mammals, including one of the strangest--
the shovel-toothed mastodon, Platybelodon. 
But the most exciting finds were specimens of intact 
dinosaur eggs and nests of eggs. The story of the dis-
covery soon made headlines around the world. The 
Grangers returned to New York in 1930 to the new 
AMNH title of Curator of Fossil Mammals, but the mu-
seum itself was in decline as the Depression settled in 
and funding declined. Grand-scale expeditions as well 
as fieldwork were curtailed and staffing was cut back. 
Walter Granger was now the de facto head of the DVP 
with the additional title of Curator of Paleontology in 
the new Dept. of Asiatic Exploration and Research.   
During Walter Granger’s final decade, he continued to 
publish as well as to complete posthumous publication 
for his deceased former colleagues. He was elected 
President of the Explorers Club and subsequently 
served as a board member, painfully observing its de-
cline from a prestigious group of scientist-innovators to 
a social club for wealthy “adventurers”. He was award-
ed an honorary doctorate of science from Middlebury 
College, recognizing his extraordinary self-education 
and scientific achievement. 
 

After Granger’s death in 1941 his legacy at the AMNH 
was unfortunately obscured “by a strange confluence of 

events”. Within weeks the Dept. of Vertebrate Paleon-
tology was abolished and emptied. One of Granger’s 
champions, Roy Chapman Andrews, the Director of the 
AMNH, was forced out and exiled. A Gobi-Chinese 
colleague was silenced in the intrigues of the Chinese 
revolution. Another colleague from China fell ill and 
struggled to complete his own work. Anna Granger be-
came estranged from the museum and alienated from 
her husband’s work. Doors were closed, an era ended, 
and Granger was all but forgotten for the next 50 years.   
 

In 1977 a trove of letters, photographs, and diaries be-
longing to Walter and Anna Granger were found in the 
Hanover, N.H., home of Walter’s younger sister, Mary 
Granger Morgan. It had been left there at the death the 
older sister Daisy who had spent her final years in the 
home of Mary and Frank Morgan.  
 

Mary entrusted the material to her grandnephew Vin-
cent L. Morgan, who began the project of making 
something of them in the early 1990s. The result of 
Morgan’s work, researched in collaboration with Kath-
erine Morgan of the Granger Papers Project with help 
from many experts at the AMNH and academic centers 
in the US and Europe, and written with Spencer G. Lu-
cas, was published in 2002 as Bulletin 19 of the New 
Mexico Museum of Natural History and Science. This 
MSHS Newsletter article is a summary of that work. 

 

OBITUARY 
 

Edith Gerberding, 98, of Sayre Christian Village, Lexington, 
Ky., passed away from natural causes on July 26, 2024. Edith 
was born in East Rockaway Long Island, N.Y., in 1926, to Ed-
ward Hart Perry and Mary Edith (Wolfram) Perry. The oldest 
of three siblings, she attended East Rockaway High School and 
went on to study at the Katherine Gibbs School in Manhattan.  

After graduation, she landed her first of several secretarial jobs. 
In 1946, she met Henry William Gerberding, also from East 
Rockaway. They were married on Oct. 4, 1947, and moved to 
Rockville Centre, Long Island, N.Y., where they lived until the 
early 1950s, when they moved to Roseland, N.J. and subse-
quently to Oldwick and then Califon, N.J. After her husband 
Henry retired as founder and president of Montgomery Nation-
al Bank in Rocky Hill, N.J. in 1990, they moved to their retire-
ment home on Norton Rd. in Middletown Springs.  

When Henry passed away in November 2004, their three 
daughters moved Edith to Lexington, Ky., to be closer to fami-
ly. She is survived by daughters Joan Gerberding of Marco 
Island, Fla., Ellyn Gerberding of Lexington, Ky., and Susan 
Gerberding Edwards of Lexington, Ky. She is also survived by 
a grandson, three granddaughters, three great-grandchildren, as 
well as several nieces and nephews, including Alan Kenneth 
Wittneben, who spent much of his childhood with the family.  

Edith was an avid birdwatcher and loved going to Brigantine 
Natural area in N.J., among other birding habitats around the 
country. Edith was blessed with a most beautiful soprano voice. 
She sang in several church choirs and led the family harmoniz-
ing as Henry drove them from New Jersey to Sunset Lake in 
Fair Haven on their summer vacations. 

Edith and Henry were long-term members of MSHS, where 
Henry was a board member 1993-1997. 
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Museum Open House  
Sunday, October 6, 2-4 p.m. 

 

Guest Speaker Emmett Francois presents 

 How Photography Evolved 

In the Dark Room and Beyond 
 

This year’s Museum Open House program focuses 
on early photography, one of the key subjects in 
the current exhibit, Dana S. Carpenter(1863-
1940): A Man for All Seasons. Carpenter was the 
village photographer who documented people and 
places in Middletown Springs at the turn of the 
20th century using a glass plate negative camera. 
 

Today’s village photographer, Emmett Francois, 
will elaborate on the glass plate negative process 
and explain how photography changed rapidly 
from 1890 to the present. His talk, How Photog-
raphy Evolved in the Dark Room and Beyond, will  
reflect on his own experiences as a photographer 
which began in his father’s dark room. 

In the early part of his career, Francois worked in 
the International Art Department of the Reader's 
Digest and later as a press photographer for the 
Bergen Evening Record. For over 35 years taught 
photography at Fairleigh Dickinson University, the 
Ridgewood Community School and at Green 
Mountain College. He was the senior Photographic 
Officer in the Navy Reserve where he was recog-
nized for his bringing the U.S. Navy into the world 
of digital imaging. In his photographic business of 
19 years, he served Fortune 500 companies both 
nationally and internationally.  
 

The Open House is free, including refreshments 
before the presentation and a short gallery talk 
about the Dana Carpenter exhibit after. 

Strawberry Festival  
Continues a Tradition 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The threat of tornados in the Northeast (none mate-
rialized in Vermont) didn’t stop strawberry short-
cake fans from attending the 49th Annual MSHS 
Strawberry Festival on June 23. Rain held off until 
the final half hour and hundreds of children and 
adults had their fill, and some took home quarts of 
fresh berries. 
 
While the shortcake was still the highlight of the 
day, following closely were the guitar and vocal 
sounds of Paul Morgan, craft booths, and the raffle 
of several donated items.  
 
Visitors also explored the opening of Mary Lou 
Willits’ photography-centered exhibit Dana S. Car-
penter (1863-1940): A Man for all Seasons with 
related children’s “botany as art” activities led by 
Catherine Hunter and Linda Evans. 
 

Historical Society volunteers serve strawberry shortcake 

and beverages at the 49th Annual Strawberry Festival on 

June 23. 

 

New Sustaining Member Joins 

 Historical Society Board 

The Middletown Historical Society wel-
comes new sustaining member Clara Eden, 
a Middletown Springs resident, to the His-
torical Society Board of Trustees. Clara re-
cently moved to town and has been a wel-
come volunteer in the community.  

Dark room chemicals, photo by Emmett Francois 



  

 

 

Middletown Springs Historical Society 

P.O. Box 1121 

Middletown Springs, VT 05757 

 

Address Service Requested 

 

Membership Information 

Membership dues for 2025 are due in January. 

Check your mailing label for current status. 
 

Dues Schedule: 

 Individual $10  Business $50.00 

 Family $15  Sustaining $100 

 Contributing $25 

 

Send to: Pat Hemenway, Treasurer 

  Middletown Springs Historical Society 

  P.O. Box 1121 

  Middletown Springs, VT 05757 
 

Donations to MSHS, a 501( c )( 3 ) non-profit organi-
zation, are tax deductible.  

For more information about MSHS, visit our new web-
site at www.mshsvt.org. 
 

The MSHS Newsletter is published twice a year for members and friends of the Society. Comments and manuscripts on subjects of interest are 

encouraged and should be sent c/o David Wright, editor, or emailed to montvert@vermontel.net. 

 

Coming Events 2024 

Sunday, September 15, 2 pm, 55th Annual Meeting 

Sunday, October 6, 2-4 pm, Museum Open House 

 

Exhibits 

NEW THIS SEASON 

Dana S. Carpenter: A Man for All Seasons 

ONGOING 

The Montvert Hotel and Mineral Springs 

Middletown Springs History Timeline, 1770-1970 
 

The MSHS Museum is open on Sundays, 2-4 
p.m., June through October, or by appointment 
by calling David Wright at 802-235-2376. 

Notice of Middletown Springs Historical Society Annual Meeting 
 

Sunday, September 15, 2:00 p.m., Historical Society Building 
 

Guest Speaker Jon Mathewson presents 
Native Son Becomes World Famous Paleontologist 

 
The 55th Annual Meeting of the Middletown Springs Historical Society will convene at 
2:00 p.m. on Sunday, September 15, at the Historical Society Building. 
 

Following a dessert buffet there will be a brief Business Meeting, including a review of the 
year’s accomplishments and plans for the coming year. 
 

Our guest speaker will be Jon Mathewson, curator of the Dorset Historical Society, with a 
presentation on Middletown Springs native and world-famous paleontologist, Walter 
Granger. 


