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Historical Society Plans Horsepower Display Space

Left: Baptist Church, unknown photographer, late 19th century. Right: Baptist Church, snapshot by Ed Farrell who
purchased the building in the 1950s for a potato barn. Photos from MSHS collection.

The dream of a place to exhibit the Middletown
Springs Historical Society’s collection of A.W.
Gray horsepower equipment will be realized in
the not too distant future. MSHS has recently pur-
chased the property diagonally across North
Street from the Historical Society building.

On the property is the former Baptist Church
building until recently used by Green Mountain
Timber Frames. An addition to the front of the
former church houses the Middletown Springs
Town Garage, which will remain at that location
until a new town garage is built in the next few
years.

For decades, successive MSHS boards have dis-
cussed acquiring or building a barn where the
horsepower collection could be stored and dis-
played. Desirable features of the barn would be

proximity to the MSHS building on the green, ca-
pacity to house and display two treadmills, several
threshers, a drag saw, a single-horse buggy and
smaller items including a cheese press, bagging
stand, two fanning mills and a horse-drawn planter,
with room for explanatory signage, and for visitors
to move freely around the proposed displays.

Prospective barns that were tentatively identified
were too small or not laid out in a usable way, and
they had to be moved to a new, convenient location.
Timber-framed barns built of new or recycled mate-
rial were also proposed and prices estimated.

First choice for siting the proposed barn was land
owned by MSHS adjacent to the Mineral Springs
Park, with the possible addition of adjoining land
owned by the U.S. Postal Service. All of this land
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President’s Corner David Wright Video History Project

I was pleased and honored to have had the opportunity to be interviewed for the Video History Project. The
project was the idea of Mary Lou Willits as a response to many friends and colleagues who, after a conversa-
tion about some aspect of local history, have said to me, “You ought to write that down” or “You ought to
write a book!” While suggestions like these are encouraging and flattering, I know that it’s unlikely that I will
find the time among the competing interests and obligations that confront me on a daily basis to write a book.

And so, we recorded about 50 hours of extensive answers to numerous questions, general and specific. The
answers, of course, led to more questions and the 50 hours went by quite quickly, supplemented by sound
checks, color checks, adjustments to props and camera angles by the professional videographers David and
Sally Caras, who produced many similar video interviews during their careers as Ferguson Caras, a public
relations firm in New York City.

The resulting video has been transcribed using voice recognition software, edited for clarity by Sally
(Ferguson) Caras with help from Mary Lou, then indexed and organized by subject, and catalogued for easy
access by future researchers. This database will remain in the MSHS archives for the indefinite future along
with other resources like the Barnes Frisbie’s History of Middletown, 1867 and Frances Krouse’s A Gem in
the Hills, 2002. Other historic sources include: Middletown Springs Historic District Book, which I edited for
MSHS in 2017, F.W. Beer’s Atlas of Rutland County,1869; History of Rutland County, by Smith & Rann,
1871; Rutland County Book of Biographies, by the Biographical Publishing Company, 1899, and Hamilton
Child’s Gazetteer of Rutland County, 1881-82.

The museum’s ongoing Timeline Exhibit by Jon Mathewson chronicles the history of the town from the 1760
through the 1960s. The museum collection is a great repository of our history to be explored. We have dia-
ries, letters, photographs, family genealogies, furniture and household items waiting to be examined and in-
terpreted. We have tools, machines, business records and finished products waiting to be appreciated. We
have artifacts from all eras that tell their own stories in the context of the community, the state and the nation.

There are others in Middletown Springs who know the history and could tell the town’s story as well as I can.
It would be interesting to have their voices recorded and heard, as well as those of future town historians in
whatever style and medium reflects their times. I am grateful for the current opportunity to present my
“version” of Middleton Springs history at this time.

Continued from page 1

turned out to be in the Flood Plain and thus ineligi- B S A S s
ble for possible grants. TWO HORSE POWER WITH DRAG SAW

When the Town Garage property became available MACHINE.
for sale it was immediately apparent that it met the T e . .
needs of the Historical Society regarding location,
functionality and price. The purchase from the for-
mer owner of GMTF was completed at the end of
November 2024.

The Town will continue to rent the garage space for
the immediate future until a new facility is bonded
and built on town-owned land on West Street.

Meanwhile, the Historical Society can continue with
environmental assessments of the property already
begun through a program with the Vermont Agency
of Natural Resources. This assessment program in-
cludes insurance that will cover remediation of any
environmental problems from previous uses of the
property that might be found. MSHS will also begin
to make improvements to the building to make it
accessible to the public.
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50" Annual Strawberry Festival Scheduled for June 15, 2025

Volunteers from the Middletown Springs Historical Society
serve fresh Vermont strawberry shortcake at a recent Straw-
berry Festival. Photo by Emmett Francois

The 50th Annual Strawberry Festival continues a
long summer tradition at the Middletown Springs
Historical Society on Sunday, June 15, from 2:00
p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

New Exhibit Opens June 15, 2025

The Middletown Springs Historical Society kicks off
the Summer 2025 season with an exhibit of its quilt
collection, Patterns and Provenance: Quilts of Mid-
dletown Springs, 1840-1920.

The exhibit features 20 quilts, representing 15 different
historic patterns, that have been passed down through
six Middletown Springs families.

Beginning on June 15, the exhibit is open in the
ground level exhibit room on Sundays, 2:00 p.m.-4:00
p-m., through October 12, and by appointment through
December 21, 2025.

Most of the quilts on display were pieced by hand, and
several were quilted by hand. While some of the quilt-
ers apparently used scraps of fabric leftover from
dressmaking and other sewing projects, others planned
their patterns with store-bought fabric which was fairly
cheap and easy to mail order by the mid-1800s, even
in rural areas like Middletown Springs.

The publication of quilt patterns in Godey's Lady S
Book and other periodicals throughout the 19 century
contributed to the variety of patterns represented in the
exhibit.

Among the quilts of special interest is Juliet Barrett
Gray’s rendition of the Sunshine and Shadows Log
Cabin pattern in silk fabric. In it, she incorporated
pieces from her blue and red plaid silk wedding dress
from 1860, which was remade for her daughter Katie’s

The festival includes a small craft fair, live music, a
new quilt exhibit, and a children’s paper quilt activi-
ty. Admission to the museum and children’s activities
are free.

Strawberry lovers are invited to the Historical Society
building on the Green in Middletown Springs for de-
licious strawberry shortcake made with fresh Ver-
mont berries, homemade biscuits, vanilla ice cream
and whipped cream, with a choice of iced tea, lemon-
ade, or hot coffee for $10. Fresh berries will also be
available for sale by the quart.

Local artists and craftspeople will display and sell
their work, including maple products, jewelry,
photography, knitted items, and honey and beeswax
products. There will be live music during the event,
and a variety of items will be raffled off.

The quilt exhibit in the first-floor museum space fea-
tures 20 quilts from the MSHS collection. The exhib-
it, Patterns and Provenance: Quilts of Middletown
Springs, 1840-1920, runs through December 21.

wedding in 1887. The wedding dress, which is in the
MSHS collection, will also be on display.

Another showstopper is a red, white and blue hand pieced
quilt top made by Katherine B. Goff in 1883 that was as-
sembled from 10,200 small squares of cotton fabric.

Quilt guilds and fiber artists are encouraged to make an
appointment with exhibit curator Mary Lou Willits for a
group tour by calling 802-235-2376.

Juliet Barrett Gray, Sunshine and Shadows Log Cabin quilt,
1860-1890, silk, 59.5” x 707, gift of Alice Blakely Marsh,
Middletown Springs Historical Society



Juliet Barrett Gray Sampler Displayed in Vermont Schoolgirl Sampler Driving Tour
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Juliet Barrett Gray’s Family Record Sampler, 1851
Middletown Springs Historical Society

Juliet Barrett Gray from Middletown Springs made
this Family Record Sampler in 1851 when she was 16
years old, using punched paper and wool thread. This
picture was taken when it was recently undergoing

conservation treatment (cleaning and reframing) in
preparation for its exhibit at the Chaffee Art Center in
Rutland as part of the statewide From Bennington to
Brownington: The 2025 Vermont Sampler Driving

Tour. The Chaffee’s Sampler Wall Exhibit runs from
June to October 13, 2025.

The VT Sampler Initiative, a 501-c-3 entity, in coopera-
tion with the national Sampler Archive has been docu-
menting Vermont 19" century schoolgirl samplers since
November 2022. To date, close to 800 such samplers
have been located and documented using volunteer doc-
umenters and professional photography.

The VT Sampler Initiative has produced a statewide
driving tour, to view collections of these post-
Revolutionary War samplers, in cooperation with the
Nationwide celebration of the Semi-quincentennial cele-
bration of the American Revolution.

The dates of the driving tour coincide with the statewide
celebration of our national semi-quincentennial celebra-
tion, from Memorial Day, May 2025 — Columbus Day,
October 2025, for most sites. Beginning at a sampler
exhibit at the Bennington Museum in 2025, 20
statewide pre-identified sites, such as museums, art gal-
leries, libraries and historical societies have been added
to this core exhibit, inviting residence of and visitors to
the State to explore additional communities in Vermont
to view these examples of schoolgirl needlework. Please
see the Vermont 250" website for more details: https:/
anniversary250.vermont.gov/

Thank you for your donation to the 2024-25 Annual Fund!
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In Memoriam

Dawn D. Hance, 80, died
September 1, 2024 in Rut-
land. She was born in Mi-
ami, Fla. and educated in
Rutland public schools, grad-
uating from Rutland High
School in 1962.

She graduated from Castle-
ton College with a degree in
nursing, but her passion was
history since she was a
young girl. She enjoyed vis-
iting her grandmother’s house in Cuttingsville,
across from the Bowman Mausoleum and next to
Laurel Hall, both steeped in rich, melancholy lore.

Dawn became a researcher and genealogist and
wrote four Rutland County histories: The History of
Rutland, Vermont, 1761-1861; Shrewsbury, Ver-
mont, Our Town As It Was; A Glimpse of the Past,
Pittsfield, Vermont, and Early Families of Rutland,
Vermont.

She and her collaborator, Joann Nichols, compiled
two volumes of specific interest to Middletown
Springs historians: Historical Sketches Published in
the Poultney Journal Between 1884 and 1889, and
Middletown, Rutland County, Vermont Extracts
from Land Records, Volume 1& 2 1785-1813.

Dawn served as a Rutland Cemetery Commission-
er, helping to protect historic burial grounds. For
Rutland Historical Society she wrote several Quar-
terlies.

Dawn was an avid gardener with extensive offer-
ings of flowers and vegetables. She loved her
home, her cats, and enjoyed feeding the squirrels
and birds. Every year, she insisted on a freshly cut
Christmas tree for the cats’ enjoyment as well as
her own.

She is survived by her daughters: Kristin Martelle
(Randy) and Andrea Hance of Rutland; her two
granddaughters, Lindsay, and Aimee Martelle, both
residing in Massachusetts; her sister, Cheryl O’Sul-
livan of Maine, and several nieces and nephews.
She is predeceased by her parents Damaris Murray
and Norman Dashner, her beloved younger brother,
Gilford (Gilly) Dashner, who lost his life in the Vi-
etnam War, and her former husband, Ronald
Hance.

Yolanda P. Hansen, 95,
died October 23, 2024 in
Cedar Grove, N. J. She
grew up in Passaic, N.J.
with her two brothers and
her sister, and was a 1947
graduate of Passaic High
School. She graduated
from Newark State
Teachers College (now
Kean University) in 1951.

In 1952, she married Alfred J. Hansen and they
had two sons, Kenneth and Gerald. Yo and Al re-
sided in Belleville, Passaic, Rochelle Park, Para-
mus and eventually in Cedar Grove. They also had
a second home on Garron Rd. in Middletown
Springs where they enjoyed time with their son,
Gerald, and his family.

Yolanda was an elementary school teacher
(primarily kindergarten and first grade). She began
her teaching career in Passaic and then spent 30
years in Rochelle Park. In 1989 she received the
New Jersey Governor’s Teachers Recognition
Award.

Yo loved to travel and see the world. She and Al
travelled extensively around the globe so that Yo
could complete her bucket list, which included the
snow covered domes of St Basils, the locks of the
Panama Canal, the pyramids of Egypt, the Great
Wall of China, flying on the Concord, and travel-
ing on the Orient Express. They made it to five of
the seven continents.

Yolanda was a volunteer at The Depot in Midland
Park, N.J., for over 25 years. She was also a mem-
ber of the N.J. chapter of the OCA and in 2007
was awarded the OCA-NJ Unsung Hero Award in
recognition of her dedication to the chapter. When
the school in Middletown Springs was short
staffed, Yo volunteered to help out.

She was active in the church and was a member of
the St Catherines Altar Guild in Cedar Grove.

Yo was pre-deceased by her husband Al and her
younger son, Gerald. She is survived by her son
Kenneth (Barbara), and daughter-in-law Rita, of
Middletown Springs; six grandchildren: Lisa,
Lori, Katherine, Ryan, Jennifer, and Scott; several
great grandchildren; as well as many nieces, neph-
ews, grandnieces and grandnephews.

Yolanda and Al were members of the Historical
Society since 1989.

Continued on page 6
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Mary Dawley Herberich,
100, died January 8, 2023 at
Dedham, Mass. following
an active life devoted to her
family, friends, and service
to her community. Healthy
and energetic into her 90s;
she played golf, travelled,
and was deeply engaged in
civic life in her native New
Jersey and in later years on
Cape Cod.

Born in Plainfield, N.J., Mary graduated from
Wellesley College in 1944. She and her husband Al
Herberich lived in Westfield, N.J. for 47 years be-
fore moving to Cape Cod in 1999. In addition to
being the first woman appointed to the Westfield
Zoning Board of Adjustment and serving as its
chairperson for 20 years, Mary also served as a me-
diator for the Union County Dispute Resolution
Program. Her other volunteer activities in Westfield
included work on behalf of Children’s Specialized
Hospital, the Presbyterian Church, and Wellesley
College. Following her move to Cape Cod, Mary
served as a member of the Yarmouth Land Bank
Committee, and volunteered at the Historical Socie-
ty of Old Yarmouth, and Cape Cod Hospital.

Her husband Al died in 2002, and she is survived
by their three children: Susan Haskell of Winches-
ter, Mass; Elizabeth Beach of Edgewater, Md.; and
Douglas Herberich of Brookline, Mass.; as well as
six grandchildren and 11 great grandchildren.

Mary & Al were members of the Middletown
Springs Historical Society since 1979.

2024 Annual Meeting Featured
Projects, Exhibits, Guest Speaker

The 55th Annual Meeting of the Historical Society
on September 15, 2024 began with a review of the
previous year, highlighted by progress on the grant-
funded basement moisture and radon abatement
projects, successful festivals and fundraisers, pro-
gress toward the purchase of the Town Garage
building scheduled for November 2024, and the de-
but of an annual Museum exhibit on photographer
Dana Carpenter, using objects and information from
the MSHS collection. Meanwhile, the previous
year's exhibit on “fancy goods” was honored with a
two-month showing at the Vermont Historical Soci-
ety's Local History Gallery in Montpelier.

Two nominees for re-election, Beth Carmody and
Pat Hemenway, were elected to two-year terms on
the Board of Trustees

They join continuing trustees: Pam Johnson, Clara
Eden (appointed in June 2024), Madeleine Hayes,
Chris Hoyt, Theron Krouse, Maureen McCormack,
Sharen Underwood, and David Wright.

Collections Manager Mary Lou Willits announced
the upcoming “Video History Project”, featuring
MSHS President David Wright discussing Mid-
dletown Springs history. Mary Lou explained the
project and welcomed donations to fund its produc-
tion.

The guest speaker for the afternoon meeting was
Jon Mathewson, former MSHS trustee and former-
curator at Dorset Historical Society. Jon gave a
slide presentation on “Walter Granger: Middletown
to Mongolia”. World-renowned paleontologist
Granger was born in Middletown Springs in 1872.

Memorial Day Tradition Continues

Historical Society members Pat Hemenway, Pam &

Johnson, Clara Eden, Emmett Francois and David | \
Wright assisted Middletown Springs Elementary |\

School 5th and 6th graders with their teacher John ‘.»‘ ;]

Carlson in placing flags on veterans' graves in the
Old Cemetery for Memorial Day.

Photo by Emmett Francois |




2025 Maple Festival Was Warmly Received

Maple “Spun Gold”
cotton candy is al-
ways a favorite
among children at-
tending the Maple

» Festival. Photo by
% Beth Carmody

It was an unseasonably warm spring day on March 16
when the community came to celebrate everything ma-
ple! Many members and friends prepared and served
various hot dishes, including chili, soup, stew, baked
beans, mac & cheese, and blueberry pancakes. Maple
and non-maple desserts were served along with ice
cream, donated by Stewart’s Shops, maple “Spun
Gold” cotton candy, and sugar on snow!

Visitors viewed the exhibit “Dana Carpenter: Man for
All Seasons” in the downstairs museum room where
Mary Lou Willits, who planned and arranged the exhib-
it, was on hand to answer questions. In the auditorium
visitors browsed a display of Maple artifacts and joined
a discussion of maple history and current sugaring prac-
tice by David Wright, Jon Mathewson, and Ryan Ma-
har. Children’s activities were planned and led by Beth
Carmody.

Philip Mahar set up the cast iron kettle for the outdoor
sugar-making demonstration, but the high winds made
it unsafe to build fire under the kettle. Paul Morgan
provided acoustic music in the dining room.

There were 35 Maple Raffle items or collections gener-
ously donated by members and local businesses. John-
son Energy’s offer of 100 gallons of heating oil was
won by Aileen and Peter Stevenson, who donated their
winning ticket back to the Middletown Springs Histori-
cal Society. We are grateful to them for their generosity
in helping to keep the building heated.

Proceeds of $5,000 from the festival go toward caring
for the museum collection and maintaining the Histori-
cal Society building and Mineral Springs Park.

Thanks to the businesses and friends who do-
nated items for the 2024 Maple Raffle!

99 Restaurant - Gift card

Big Apple Diner - Gift card

Phil & May Biondi - Gardener's collection; Contempla-
tive porch collection

Birdseye Diner - Gift card

Blush Salon - Gift cards

Bob's Riverside Motors - Gift card

Brigid's Crossing - One bedroom/one night stay

Carl Durfee's Store - Gift card

Beth Carmody & Matt Heering - Tinmouth Road House
gift card; girl Scout cookies

Castleton Pizza Place - Gift card

Holly Cronin - Ravishing skin basket/treatment

Kevin Eaton - PC consulting

Alice & Craig Gilborn - Child's pool table

Jim Graves - Guided natural history walk

Sarah Grimm - Natural horse lesson

Alfred Haley - 2 Half gallons of maple syrup

Gabby Hayward - 2 Pair of handmade earrings

Don & Pat Hemenway - Bathroom vanity light; Sweet
Caroline and Rail Trail Eatery gift cards

Home Depot - Milwaukee Gridiron hoody

Hop-n Moose - Gift card

Chris Hoyt - Toad's Burgers gift cards

Peter Huntoon - Framed limited edition print

Linda Hurcomb - Two self-watering window boxes
Pam Johnson - Teddy bears; multi-opener; self-care and
crafter's packages

Johnson Energy - 100 gallons heating oil or cash value
Maureen LaBate - Basket of honey/beeswax products
and salsa

Laureate Fine Books - Gift card

LaValley Building Supply - Gift cards

Loose Loona - Gift cards

Mahar Maple - Maple syrup/maple nuts

Mandy's Spring Nursery - Gift card

Alice Marsh - Sampler quilt

Maureen McCormack - Mandy's Spring gift card
Noble Ace Hardware -Gift card

Northshire Book Store - Gift card

Paul Parker - Barnboard window sash mirror

Quest Frames - Gift card

James Ritchie - Michael's gift card

Rutland Beer Works - Brewery tour/beer tasting for two
S. E. Smith - Gift card

Sanborn Yankee Paint - Gift card

Slate Town Brewery - Gift card

Soggy Paws - Gift card

Speakeasy Café - Gift card

Staples - Gift card

Tinmouth Roadhouse - Gift cards

Vermont Sweetwater - Case of maple soda

David Wright & Mary Lou Willits - Dinner for 4 at
Montvert Bungalow



Membership Information

Membership dues for 2026 are due in January.
Check your mailing label for current status.

Dues Schedule:

Individual $10 Business $50.00
Family $15 Sustaining $100
Contributing $25

Send to: Pat Hemenway, Treasurer

Middletown Springs Historical Society
P.O. Box 1121
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

Donations to MSHS, a 501( ¢ )( 3 ) non-profit or-
ganization, are tax deductible.

For more information about MSHS, visit our web-
site at mshsvt.org.

Welcome New Members!

Please consider upgrading your membership level if
you can afford to do so!

Upgrade to Family Membership

Jim Hathaway, Pawlet

New Contributing Members

Julie Foster Van Camp, Southern Pines, N.C.
Craig & Alice Gilborn, E. Dorset

Linda Welch, Pawlet

Upgrade to Contributing Membership
Sika Berger, Leeds, Mass.

Coming Events 2025

Sunday, June 15, 2-4 pm, Strawberry Festival
Sunday, October 5, 2 pm, 56th Annual Meeting

Exhibits
NEW THIS SEASON

Patterns and Provenance:
Quilts of Middletown Springs, 1840-1920

ONGOING
The Montvert Hotel and Mineral Springs
Middletown Springs History Timeline, 1770-1970

The MSHS Museum is open on Sundays, 2-4 p.m.,
June through October, or by appointment by calling
David Wright at 802-235-2376.

Durand & Diane Gray, Phoenix, Ariz.

Madeleine Hayes & Narayan Connor, Middletown
Springs

New Sustaining Member

Clare & Jim Caddell, Winterport, Me.

Clara Eden, Middletown Springs

Chere & Artie Tournet, Middletown Springs
Upgrade to Sustaining Membership

Partick & Kathleen Feeley, Middletown Springs
Joe & Mary King, Middletown Springs

Jon Mathewson, Middletown Springs

The MSHS Newsletter is published twice a year for members and friends of the Society. Comments and manuscripts on subjects of interest are
encouraged and should be sent c/o David Wright, editor, or emailed to montvert@vermontel.net.

Middletown Springs Historical Society
P.O. Box 1121
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

Address Service Requested



