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The Middletown Springs Historical Society invites 
members and the community to a premiere of its 
recently completed MSHS Video History Series. 
The screening will be held as part of the Society’s 
2025 Annual Meeting and Open House on Sunday, 
Sep. 21, from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m., in the historical so-
ciety building. The museum exhibits, including this 
season’s Patterns and Provenance: Quilts of Mid-
dletown Springs,1840-1920, will be open for view-
ing before and after the Annual Meeting and pro-
gram. Refreshments will be available and admis-
sion is free. 

The video series is part of a Fall 2024 video project 
designed to capture archival recollections from 
longtime Middletown Springs resident and MSHS 
President David Wright, a Society member since 
the early 1970s. David was asked to sit for infor-
mal, unscripted interviews over two 5-day ses-
sions. The sessions were videotaped, logged, tran-
scribed and indexed as archival material.  

Multiple storylines were identified in the inter-
views and four were selected for the video series: 
A Town Built on Agriculture; Crossroads: How 
Topography & Transportation Shaped a Vermont 
Town; Horse Power: The Story of A.W. Gray & 
Sons; and Mineral Springs and Montvert Hotel. 

Following the premiere, the four videos will be avail-
able on the Society’s YouTube channel, accessible 
via mshsvt.org. 

In the selection of storylines, video series producers 
Sally and David Caras of Ferguson Caras, Middle 
Granville, N.Y., working with MSHS Collections 
Manager Mary Lou Willits, sought the most compel-
ling stories of significant local history that could be 
readily illustrated by visuals from MSHS collections 
and other sources. Mary Lou tapped the extensive 
MSHS photo and document collection while the pro-
ducers shot village footage for the videos and sourced 
additional images from the Library of Congress, the 
Poultney Historical Society, Vermont Historical Soci-
ety, U.S.D.A., Adirondack History Museum, and oth-
er collections.  

“These are visually interesting, narrative videos that 
make Middletown Springs history and the project 
come alive,” says Mary Lou. “We're pleased we could 
do this for so many reasons. Anyone who has talked 
with David about Middletown Springs and its past 
knows the depth of his recall.” 

Other storylines that emerged were more personal. 
David moved to Middletown Springs in 1972 after 
grad school as a 27-year-old. 

 

Video Histories Premiere at Annual Meeting  

“Making hay” was a family activity on Vermont farms. 
Photographer unknown. MSHS Collection 

Residents gather on M.S. green in 1907 to honor 100th birthday 
of Deacon Haynes. Dana Carpenter photo. MSHS Collection. 

continued on page 3 
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Increasing visitation to museum exhibits is an important part of the mission of any historical society. Getting 
the word out about what is on display in the museum is accomplished through announcements on the website, 
newsletter stories, and press releases. Exhibits are planned partly on the basis of what curators think people 
might want to see, in a balance between the interests of local residents, dedicated members and the general 
public. And it is gratifying to hit upon a subject that checks all these boxes. 
 
Volunteer docents in the MSHS Museum were therefore more than pleased on June 15, the day of the Straw-
berry Festival, to welcome over a hundred visitors to the exhibit Patterns and Provenance: Quilts of Mid-
dletown Springs,1840-1920. Good exposure of press releases sent to publications like Burlington’s Seven 
Days Magazine, the Rutland Herald’s Community Calendar, Vermont Historical Society’s Local History 
News, the Vermont Quilters Guild  Facebook page, as well as other publications on our PR list and numerous 
word of mouth recommendations from MSHS members and friends have fueled the robust visitation. 
 
And the success continues. Many more visitors have come on Sundays or made group appointments to see 
the quilt exhibit from late June through the middle of August, reflecting one of the most popular seasonal ex-
hibit in Society history! Congratulations to Collections Manager Mary Lou Willits who created the exhibit 
with 20 quilts in the Museum Collection from six Middletown Springs families. Congratulations and thanks 
to the crew of volunteers who put the exhibit together! (See quilt exhibit article on page 4.) 
 
Patterns and Provenance: Quilts of Middletown Springs,1840-1920, continues until the end of October on 
Sundays from 2-4 pm. Mary Lou is accepting appointments for exhibit tours through December 21. 

President’s Corner  by David Wright 
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Tourism at Home 

The Historical Society caught the admiring attention of Hannah Kirkpatrick, Program Coordinator at Vermont 
Historical Society, who visited MSHS in December of 2024. In her article “Tourism at Home”  in the Summer 
2025 issue of History Connections, VHS News & Notes, Hannah writes: 
 

“While small, they are mighty: these organizations have incredibly rich collections that provide a wealth of 
information about their local communities . . .”   
 

“. . .If you are planning a trip to southern Vermont, the Middletown Springs Historical Society hosts a number 
of exhibits, including a permanent exhibition on the history of the mineral springs that the town is named af-
ter. These springs were touted as a cure for many ailments in the late 19th century, and tourists flocked to the 
town to stay at the Montvert Hotel. You can see the bottles that were used to ship water from the springs 
around the country.” 
 

This Season’s Success 

MSHS Collection photos of the Healing Springs Office, Spring House, and Montvert Hotel taken in 1870. Healing Springs office 
photo by Dana Carpenter, Spring House and Montvert Hotel stereoviews by T. G. Richardson. 
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When he arrived, the town's population was al-
ready surging from its low of 360 residents in 
1960. David said the influx he saw came from re-
tirees seeking vacation homes and families seeking 
small town life. Additionally, followers of the back
-to-the-land, hippie and homeschool movements 
came to Middletown Springs, drawn by the availa-
bility of affordable housing and rural land. 

He also chronicled the early years and evolution of 
the Middletown Springs Historical Society and 
Mineral Springs Park. Other historical tidbits came 
from his recollection of stories shared in conversa-
tions with late residents Hazel Grover, Kay Avery, 
Herb Davison, and other local old-timers. Accord-
ing to Mary Lou, David’s wife, he had absorbed the 
tales these older friends had told him about their 
childhood and young adult years. "Of course, their 
stories are actually history. By now, those events 
took place more than 100 years ago," she says. 

Mary Lou observed that the research for the project 
highlighted how rich the Society’s archives are, but 
also how very few photographs there are from the 
1950s to the present. “Perhaps this series will in-
spire some of today's local families to consider do-
nating photos and digital images from these more 
recent decades,” she says. 

The MSHS Video History Series and archival vide-
os, transcripts and indexes join important existing 
resources in the Society’s collection such as Barnes 
Frisbie’s History of Middletown (1867), Frances 
Krouse’s A Gem in the Hills (2002), and the muse-
um’s ongoing Middletown Springs Timeline Exhibit 
by Jon Mathewson, which chronicles the town’s 
history from 1761 through 1961.  

 

Montvert Hotel staff and guests assemble for a portrait in 

1890. Dana Carpenter photo. MSHS Collection. 

Workers pose outside the A.W. Grays Sons horse power factory in 1890. Dana Carpenter photo. MSHS Collection. 

continued from page 1 
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Museum Visitors from Michigan and 
Wisconsin Follow Family Histories 

 

Bill Spaulding of Lexington, Mich., and his daughter, 
Stacy Van Oast of Richmond, Mich., visited Middletown 
Springs in mid-August as part of trip east for a family 
wedding celebration in Manchester. While in town they 
visited their cousins, David and Marcy Fenton, on 
Spruce Knob Road. Bill, Stacy, and David trace their 
ancestry back to Joseph Spaulding, who surveyed the 
town and was given the honor of naming it after his na-
tive “Middletown” in Connecticut. 
 

Bill and Stacy visited the museum where they were 
shown a quilt by their distant relative, Adelia Spaulding 
Norton, on display in the current quilt exhibit. They also 
had dinner at the Montvert Bungalow with David 
Wright, Mary Lou Willits and local historians Jon 
Mathewson and Philip Crossman who led a lively dis-
cussion of Spaulding contributions to the Congregational 
Church and to Middletown history. 
 

In July, Jarret Parrish, a descendant of Ephraim Wood, 
visited with his mother, Mary Parrish, from Waldo, Wis.  
Jon Mathewson showed them the museum and the Time-
line Exhibit with references to the Wood family and the 
“Wood Scrape”, c. 1800, which involved digging for 
supposed buried money on several farms in Middletown, 
including the Ephraim Wood farm on South St. now 
owned by Jim Gilmour.  
 

The digging was directed by “Priest” Nathaniel Wood 
using a hazel rod to divine the digging locations. No 
money was ever found, and after a prediction by Priest 
Wood that an earthquake and a “destroyer” angel, sent 
by God, would slay the unbelievers on the day of Janu-
ary 14,1801 failed to come true, many of the Wood fami-
ly left Middletown for a town in northern New York 
where they settled in an area later known as Woodville. 
Jon took the Parrishes on a driving tour of the homes of 
former Wood residents. 
 

20 Quilts, 15 Patterns, and Six Families 
Represented in Quilt Exhibit 

 

This season’s new exhibit of quilts from the Historical 
Society’s collection adds more than just color to the mu-
seum. In all, there are 20 quilts with 15 different historic 
quilt patterns, all with Middletown Springs provenance. 
We shared here, in alphabetical order, the six Mid-
dletown Springs families represented by one or more 
quilts. 
 

Maker 
Harriett A. Dean Goff (1846-1892), Montville, Ct. 
Pattern 
Double Four Patch quilt top, 1880-1900  
Provenance  
Harriett A. Dean Goff (1846-1892), Montville, Ct. 
Katherine Buxton Goff (1872-1957), Middletown 
Springs 

Ellen Buxton Gray (1865-1951), Middletown Springs 
Colleen Gray (1888-1983), Middletown Springs 
Lucy Grover Blakely (1892-1983) and Hazel Grover 
(1896-1999), Tinmouth, Vt. 
 

Maker 
Minerva Loomis Gray (1795-1870), Middletown 
Springs 
Pattern 
Puss in the Corner, 1840  
Provenance 
Minerva Loomis Gray (1795-1870), Middletown 
Springs 
Juliet Barrett Gray (1835-1914), Middletown Springs 
Katie Gray Grover (1864-1938), Middletown Springs/
Tinmouth, Vt. 
Lucy Grover Blakely (1892-1983) and Hazel Grover 
(1896-1999), Tinmouth, Vt. 
Alice Blakely Marsh (1949-), Jericho, Vt. 
  
Maker 
Ellen Elizabeth Lillie Harrington (1840-1908), Mid-
dletown Springs 
Pattern 
LeMoyne Star, 1860-1880  
Provenance  
Ellen Elizabeth Lillie Harrington (1840-1908), Mid-
dletown Springs 
Vina Lucretia Farr Harrington (1897-1974), Burlington, 
Vt. 
Jayne E. Harrington Bickford (1924-2016), Lisbon, Me. 
 

Maker 
Ressie Stevens McLaughlin (1883-1977), Middletown 
Springs 
Pattern 
Dresden Plate, 1920-1930  
Provenance  
Ressie Stevens McLaughlin (1883-1977), Middletown 
Springs 
Winona McLaughlin Buxton (1909-1988), Middletown 
Springs 
Sally Buxton Jones (1941-), Middletown Springs 
 

Maker 
Adelia Spaulding Norton (1883-1921), Tinmouth, Vt. 
Pattern 
Red Cross, 1914-1918 
Provenance 
Adelia Spaulding Norton (1883-1921), Tinmouth, Vt. 
Elsie McLaughlin Norton (1914-2013), Middletown 
Springs 
 

Maker 
Unidentified 
Pattern 
Variable Star, 1880-1890 
Provenance 
Unidentified Maker 
Hannah McFarlan Peterson (1871-1935), Paterson, N.J. 
Elizabeth Peterson Butterfield Bailey (1902-1996), Mid-
dletown Springs 
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In Memoriam 

Paul Dansereau, 86, died April 22, 
2025, at The Pines in Rutland. He was 
born November 15, 1938, in Claremont, 
N.H.  He was a graduate of Claremont 
High School and the University of New 
Hampshire, Class of 1962. 

In 1960, while living in Boston he met 
and married Lois Richey. They moved to 
Connecticut where Paul was an executive 
with the Pirelli Tire Company and where three of their four 
sons were born. In 1987 Lois and Paul moved to Danby 
where they owned and operated the Silas Griffith Inn. They 
sold the inn and moved to Middletown Springs in 1999. 

Paul and Lois joined the Historical Society and Lois served 
on the MSHS board from 2005 to 2009, and as Vice-
President from 2007 to 2009. They are longtime supporters 
of the Middletown Springs Library and Fire Department. 
Paul was an avid vegetable gardener. 

  

Kathleen Mary Doyle, 62, died at her 
home in Middletown Springs, on July 11, 
2025, brought to rest by brain cancer, leav-
ing summer morning dew and the Yel-
lowthroats and Ovenbirds in the back 
woods where she was in her element, re-
minding us of life beyond the family and 
friends she loved. 
  
Kathy was born in Newburyport, Mass., the third of four 
children of Eleanor May (Griffith) and Hugh Joseph Doyle. 
She reportedly cared for as many as 17 dolls at once as a 
young girl and brought the same attention and joy to raising 
two boys later in life. A 1981 graduate of Newburyport High 
School, she went on to study Natural Resource Management 
at Cornell University including senior research on subalpine 
heathlands in the Mahoosuc Range of Maine, graduating in 
1986. During college years Kathy lived for a few months 
with Swedish farmers Birgit and Lars Nilsson, who became 
like family. After college, Kathy worked for The Nature 
Conservancy in North Carolina and did graduate research at 
the University of Wyoming on plant succession following 
fire in Grand Teton ecosystems achieving an M.S.in Botany 
in 1994 and a PhD in Botany in 1997. 
  
In Chapel Hill, N.C., fellow plant ecologist and sweetheart 
Jim Graves brought Kathy wild grapes and followed her to 
Wyoming where they were married under the care of the 
Wyoming Friends Meeting on September 30, 1995. 
  
Moving to Vermont in 1997, she brought a systems-based 
approach to her biology classrooms and conservation work, 
teaching on the faculty of Green Mountain College, where 
Jim taught for many years, and at Middlebury College, serv-
ing as a local environmental consultant, and organizing na-
ture camps to inspire the next generation of land stewards. 
  
In Middletown Springs they raised sons, John, born in 1999, 
and Daniel, born in 2002, among friends and flying base-
balls. They joined the local community where Kathy led the 
Conservation Commission for many years in the develop-
ment of the town-owned Sullivan Woods as a conservation, 
recreation, and natural history education area for all ages.  

 
Kathy and Jim joined the Historical Society and together do-
nated their skills and experience to the annual Maple Raffle, 
offering guided natural history walks on the winner’s property, 
identifying plants, trees, birds and other wildlife, and writing a 
personalized report with advice on maintaining resources. 
 
Memorial contributions may be made to the Vermont Natural 
Resources Council, or to the Northeast Wilderness Trust, two 
organizations Kathy valued for their application of science to 
keep species and ecosystems healthy in both working and wild 
landscapes. 

 

The Rev. John Curtis Weatherhogg, 63, 
died August 4, 2025, at his home. He was 
born February 7, 1962, in Madison, Wis., the 
son of Dr. Curtis R. and Margaret (Trimble) 
Weatherhogg. A 1980 graduate of West High 
School, he earned his B.A. at the University 
of Wisconsin in 1984. While in college and 
seminary, he served as a Young Life leader. 
In 1988, he received his Master of Divinity 
from Princeton Theological Seminary. 

While attending seminary, John met Tracy Fye and they were 
married in September of 1989. They lived for a year in Wil-
mington, Del., where John briefly sold pianos while also serv-
ing two congregations. After Tracy’s graduation from semi-
nary, John and Tracy were called to the Doylestown, Pa., Pres-
byterian Church as Associate Ministers and served there for 13 
years, where Kyle and Emma were born in 1995. 

John was then called to Grace Congregational UCC in Rutland 
in 2004 where Tyler was born two weeks after the family 
moved to Vermont. Tracy joined John at Grace in 2005, and 
they served there together until 2019. 

Following Grace, John worked for a short time on senior hous-
ing development as a Project Manager for Heartland Develop-
ment, LLC. until being called as the transitional pastor at Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church and then the part-time pastor at the 
North Bennington UCC Church. More recently, John served as 
a Bayada Hospice Chaplain and part-time pastor of the United 
Church of West Rutland. 

In addition, John enjoyed the opportunity to teach skiing as an 
instructor at Pico, working with local school groups. John 
served on multiple boards and committees in the Vermont Con-
ference UCC, the Southwest Association, in Rutland and Mid-
dletown Springs. John was a natural coach and put those skills 
to use coaching several basketball and baseball teams. 
Throughout his college years, he enjoyed cycling, running, and 
training for triathlons. He was an avid skier and enjoyed being 
outdoors riding his motorcycle, hiking, camping, and more 
recently, walking his dog, Kota. 

Survivors include his wife of 36 years, Tracy Fye Weatherhogg 
of Middletown Springs, two daughters, Kyle Sara Weather-
hogg (Hunter) of Waterbury and Emma Kate Weatherhogg of 
Middletown Springs; a son, Tyler Reese Weatherhogg of Mid-
dletown Springs; a brother, Mark Weatherhogg (Pat) of Cedar-
burg, Wis.; and a sister, Nancy Yaniec (David) of Pinehurst, 
N.C. He was predeceased by his parents, Dr. Curtis R. and 
Margaret (Trimble) Weatherhogg.  



  

 

 

Middletown Springs Historical Society 

P.O. Box 1121 

Middletown Springs, VT 05757 

 

Address Service Requested 

 

Membership Information 

Membership dues for 2026 are due in January. 

Check your mailing label for current status. 
 

Dues Schedule: 

 Individual $10  Business $50 

 Family $15  Sustaining $100 

 Contributing $25 

 

Send to: Pat Hemenway, Treasurer 

  Middletown Springs Historical Society 

  P.O. Box 1121 

  Middletown Springs, VT 05757 
 

Donations to MSHS, a 501( c )( 3 ) non-profit organi-
zation, are tax deductible.  

For more information about MSHS, visit our website at 
mshsvt.org. 
 

The MSHS Newsletter is published twice a year for members and friends of the Society. Comments and manuscripts on subjects of interest are 

encouraged and should be sent c/o David Wright, editor, or emailed to montvert@vermontel.net. 

 

Coming Events 2025 

Sunday, Sep. 21, 2 pm, 56th Annual Meeting and 
Open House 

 

Exhibits 

NEW THIS SEASON 

Patterns and Provenance: Quilts of Middletown 
Springs,  1840-1920 

ONGOING 

The Montvert Hotel and Mineral Springs 

Middletown Springs History Timeline, 1760-1960 
 

The MSHS Museum is open on Sundays, 2-4 
p.m., June through October, or by appointment 
by calling David Wright at 802-235-2376. 

Notice of Middletown Springs Historical Society Annual Meeting 
 

Sunday, September 21, 2:00-4:00 p.m., Historical Society Building 
 

Premiere Showing of MSHS Video History Series 
 

The 56th Annual Meeting of the Middletown Springs Historical Society will convene at 2:00 p.m. on Sun-
day, September 21, at the Historical Society Building. There will be a brief Business Meeting, including a 
review of the year’s accomplishments and plans for the coming year.  
 

This year’s program features the premiere of the recently completed MSHS Video History Series. Our guest 
speakers will be MSHS Collections Manager Mary Lou Willits and video producers David and Sally Caras, 
who will show and discuss the storylines of the four videos in the series.  
 

The museum exhibits, including this season’s Patterns and Provenance: Quilts of Middletown Springs,1840-
1920, will be open for viewing before and after the Annual Meeting and program. Refreshments will be 
available and admission is free. 


