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Mount Independence: Strong Ground and the Frontier Militia

by Ennis Duling

Mount Independence in Orwell, Vermont,
played a critical role, too often forgotten,
in the American struggle for indepen-
dence. Twice, militiamen from the Ver-
mont frontier, which included the settle-
ment that became Middletown Springs,
were called up to help defend the Lake
Champlain forts, Mount Independence and
Ticonderoga.

In early July 1776, an American army that
had been defeated in Canada returned to
Fort Crown Point. Rather than defend the
Crown Point-Chimney Point narrows on
the lake, General Philip Schuyler decided to fortify a
rocky peninsula thirteen miles south, known as East
Point or Rattlesnake Hill. The location was renamed
Mount Independence after the Declaration of Inde-
pendence was read to the assembled troops on July
28.

Schuyler told George Washington, “Can they drive us
out of the strong camp on the east side? I think not. |
think it impossible for twenty thousand men to do it,
ever so well provided, if the camp consists of less
than even a quarter of that number, indifferently fur-
nished, such is the natural strength of the ground.”

Eventually, there were three brigades on Mount Inde-
pendence and more than a dozen regiments, mostly
from New England. More than 5000 men were quar-
tered there, making Mount Independence briefly one
of the most populous places in the country.

The troops on Mount Independence were remarkably
diverse for the time, including Black and Native sol-
diers. Polish military engineer Thaddeus Kosciuszko
designed some of the fortifications. Women camp fol-
lowers cooked, washed clothing, and nursed the sick.

In the late-October 1776, following the American
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"Mount Independence during the Revolution," Courtesy of Mount Independence Coalition.

naval defeat at Valcour Island, the Lake Champlain
forts turned back the British advance. Continental
Army Colonel Seth Warner of Bennington rallied the
militia. Warner owned property in what would become
Middletown Springs. If he had survived the war in
good health, he might have settled in the frontier com-
munity. Instead, he died in Connecticut at age 41.

The American army retreated from Mount Indepen-
dence in July 1777 at the start of the campaign that led
to the battles of Hubbardton, Bennington, and Saratoga.
Once again, frontier militia under Warner rallied to the
defense of the forts. British and German troops occu-
pied Mount Independence for several months in the
summer and fall of 1777.

Today Mount Independence is a Vermont State Historic
Site with an excellent museum and six miles of hiking
trails.

Ennis Duling, guest speaker at the MSHS Annual Meeting on
Sep. 20, has written on the American Revolution for Vermont
History, Historical New Hampshire, the Journal of the American
Revolution, and the Bennington Museum. He is the author of
Thirteen Charges Against Benedict Arnold and co-author and co-
editor of Strong Ground.: Mount Independence and the American
Revolution, published by the Mount Independence Coalition in
2017.
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New Education Committee Renews Alliance with
Middletown Springs Elementary School

The Trustees are forging a renewed alliance with the Middletown Springs Elementary School (MSES), a relationship
that has, in the past 30 years, included an after-school traditional crafts group, two summer history day camps, sponsor-
ship of field trips to local historic sites, and the placing of flags on veterans graves in the Old Cemetery for Memorial
Day while learning how the Revolutionary War, War of 1812, and the Civil War touched the residents of Middletown.
Fresh interest among Trustees with backgrounds in education has rekindled enthusiasm for a committee that offers fur-
ther exposure to local history at MSES and other youth groups.

In September we will host museum visits by over 40 students from Kindergarten through sixth grade to view Cabinets
Of Curiosities, our 2026 exhibit that features some of the more unusual and yet small enough to be easily overlooked
items from the MSHS Museum Collection. Using an interactive approach, the museum’s volunteer educators will in-
spire curiosity about the objects and the local history they represent.

By investigating how other local historical societies are interacting with their local students, the committee hopes to find
ways to forge alliances, not only with MSES, but also with the middle and high schools where MSES students continue
their pursuit of local history.

Museum Acquisitions and Donations

In July, Sharon Krouse Meadows donated many items from the estate of her parents, Theron and Anne
Krouse, including a framed map of Middletown from F.W. Beer’s Atlas of Rutland County (1869); a framed
block print of the Spring House; a framed early photo (possibly by Dana Carpenter) of a house no longer
standing, said to have been built in 1832 by A.W. Gray. Also donated were many copies of 4 Gem in the Hills
by Frances Krouse.

Artifacts from the Waldo Knapp and A.Y. Gray families were purchased through Merrill’s Auctioneer in
Williston, including cabinet and framed photographs of family members and family-related places in Middle-
town, as well as an Oberlin College-related autograph book from 1862.

Welcome New Members!
Please consider upgrading your membership level.

New Business Membership New Complimentary Membership

Jon & Ryan Place, Middletown Springs Sharon & Ja Meadows, Jacksonville, Florida

Gold-Headed Cane Awarded to Donald Hemenway
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Before a group of well wishers at the Town Office on June 26, the
Middletown Springs Gold-Headed Cane was passed on “To the Oldest
Resident of Middletown Springs, In Trust”, as the inscription reads.

Don Hemenway, 93, accepted the cane from Selectman Chris Fenton before
commemorative photos were taken by Emmett Francois.

The tradition of the gold-headed cane being passed to the oldest resident of
Middletown Springs dates to 1907, when it was presented to Alpheus Haynes
on his 100th birthday.



The End of a Chapter
Theron “Bud” Krouse dies at 94

Theron Krouse, a founding member of the Middletown
Springs Historical Society, died May 1 at his winter home
in Ocala, Florida. He was born at home in Middletown
Springs on March 13, 1932, the son of Roy F. and Ruth
Rounds Krouse. He graduated from Middletown Springs
High School in 1950 and was drafted into the U. S. Army.
He served in South Korea in the Korean War and was
discharged with the rank of Sargeant.

Returning to Middletown Springs, Bud went to work with
his father and learned the mason’s trade, following the

| tradition of his grandfather, Frank F. Krouse, who had
come to Middletown Springs as a young man. After Roy’s
untimely death in 1961, Bud continued the business,
enjoying a state-wide reputation for his handsome fireplaces. He worked as a self-employed
mason, excavator and builder into his late eighties.

Inspired by friendship with Kay Avery, great-grand daughter of A.W. Gray and owner of the
site of the Middletown Mineral Springs, Bud volunteered his time clearing the mineral
springs site, unearthing the foundations of the springs pavilion, planning for the erection of
the pavilion replica, and building the foot bridge into the emerging Mineral Springs Park. Bud
served as a Trustee of the Middletown Springs Historical Society from its founding in 1969
until his death. The creation of the Mineral Springs Park began the story of the Middletown
Springs Historical Society.

Bud married Anne Lopata in 1966 and together they raised their children, Scott and Sharon.
Anne passed away in 2024. Bud built his own home on Montvert Rd. in 1961 and later the
building that housed A & B Market on South St., where Anne and other family members sold
gas and other convenience items for over 40 years.

In 2024, Bud was honored with the Middletown Springs Gold-Headed Cane, given “To the
Oldest Person of Middletown Springs, Vt., In Trust” following the death of Wilma Washburn
in December 2023.

Survivors include his son, Scott Krouse of Rochester; daughter, Sharon and her husband Ja
Meadows of Jacksonville, Fla; grandchildren: Anthony, Robin, and Theron Krouse of
Vermont; Tyler, and Taylor Meadows of Florida.

Donations in memory of Theron and Anne Krouse can be sent c/o Pat Hemenway, Treasurer,
MSHS, PO Box 1121, Middletown Springs, Vermont 05757



In Memoriam

Mary and Joe King died at their home in Middle-
town Springs on June 2 and June 3, respectively.

They shared 63 wonderful years of marriage and
built a life together centered on family and commu-
nity service. Twenty-six years ago, they made Mid-
dletown Springs their home, where they became
cherished members of the community.

Joe proudly served four years in the United States
Air Force before beginning a career with the New
York City Police Department. Following his retire-
ment from law enforcement, he pursued a second
career as a registered nurse, continuing his lifelong
commitment to serving others.

Mary briefly served with the New York City Police
Department before dedicating herself to raising
their three sons—Joseph, Robert, and James. She
later worked for United States Gypsum and re-
mained actively involved in the Middletown
Springs community through the Book Club, the Li-
brary, and the Historical Society.

Joe and Mary will be remembered for the lives they
touched, the friendships they built, and the love
they shared with their family and community.
Family and friends celebrated their lives together
on Sunday, July 12 at the Middletown Springs His-
torical Society, sharing memories and honoring
their remarkable lives together.

Thanks to Joe & Mary s dear friend and neighbor,
Barb Genier, for this remembrance.
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Richard E. Hanson, Jr. 84, died June 10, 2026 at
his home in East Poultney. He was born August
10, 1941 in Lawrence, Kansas, the son of The
Rev. Richard E. Hanson, Sr. and Margery (Day)
Hanson.

Dick was a graduate of Phillips Exeter Academy,
class of 1959. He went on to receive his BA at
Harvard College, class of 1963, and completed his
MA at Teachers College, Columbia University in
1966.

Dick first worked as Assistant Headmaster at the
Choir School of St. Thomas Church in NYC. He
then became ninth-grade head and Chairman of
the Upper Division at Shady Hill School in
Cambridge, Mass. His first position as Headmaster
came at Poughkeepsie Day School in
Poughkeepsie, N.Y. He followed that as
Headmaster of Woodmere Academy and then the
merged Lawrence Woodmere Academy in
Woodmere, N.Y. His final position before
retirement was as the founding Headmaster of The
Weber School in Atlanta, Georgia.

He married Cheryl Jetto on October 11, 1980.

Dick served as a board member of the Middletown
Springs Historical Society in the town where his
father had led the Community Church in the
1970s, and as president of the Poultney Historical
Society, as his father had been previously. He was
also a board member of the Poultney Downtown
Revitalization Committee. He was a member of
the Middletown Springs Historical Society for
many years.

Continued Page 5
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Richard E. Hanson, Jr continued from Page 4

Dick is remembered as generous, compassionate,
and fiercely loyal. He was a strong supporter of the
arts and often contributed his beautiful baritone to
performances such as the Messiah and in shape
note singing groups in Poultney and Middletown
Springs. He relished the evening sun that lit the
summer lawn, and laughed loudly and deeply. He
was concerned about the wellbeing of others, and
rarely ended a day without resolution.

He is survived by his wife Cheryl (Jetto) Hanson,
of Poultney; his children Jennifer and Eric (Lina);
grandchildren Alexander (Victoria), Morgan, and
Leya; his sister Elizabeth Mellen (Allen); his
sister-in-law and brother-in-law Joyce and Joe
Szabo; and sister-in-law Ellen Jetto; and numerous
cousins, nieces and nephews.

He was predeceased by his parents and by siblings
Peter Hanson and Nancy Stevenson.

! John William
Malcolm, 75, died at
| home in Pawlet, Vt.,
1 on July 13, 2026,

| from multiple

| myeloma.

Born in Abington,
Penn. to James A.,
Jr., and Janet
Malcolm, he grew up
on the Malcolm
family farm in
Jericho, N.Y. John
completed his elementary and secondary education
at Friends Academy in Locust Valley, N.Y.

John attended Williams College in Williamstown,
Mass., where he earned a Bachelor of Arts degree.
In preparation for his intended career in veterinary
medicine, he interned for a year on a dairy farm,
which lead him to a career in farming on 400 acres
in Pawlet, Vt. Hard work and sound practice
brought success: in 1984 his cows attained the
highest average milk production in the state; in
1987, he was named Outstanding Young Holstein
Breeder; and, in 1990, he was Dairyman of the Year
in Vermont.

John shared his farming knowledge by serving on
the Governor’s Agricultural Advisory Board;

testifying before the U.S. Senate’s Agricultural
Committee; serving as president of the National
Dairy Summit; and serving on the board of directors
of Agri-Mark, Inc and Cabot Creamery Cooperative,
the largest milk cooperative in the Northeast. In
recognition of his distinguished achievements as a
farmer and leader in the dairy industry, Williams
College presented him with its Bicentennial Medal in
1994, which honors members of the Williams
Community for distinguished achievement in any
field of endeavor.

An active member of the Pawlet community for
decades, John served on the Select Board, the Zoning
Board of Adjustment, and as a justice of the peace, as
well as a member of the town Historical Society. He
was a State Legislator from 2005 — 2015 representing
the Rutland-Bennington District 8 as a moderate
Democrat. He felt it was important for farmers to be
represented in the Legislature, where he served on
the House Committee on Natural Resources and
Energy, and as Ranking Member of the House
Committee on Agriculture. He was a member of the
Middletown Springs Historical Society since the
1990s.

He is survived by his life partner of 40 years, Susan
LaPorte, brother Dr. James A. Malcolm, III, (Nancy)
of Middlebury, Vt., his sister Elizabeth Malcolm
Eklof of Williston, Vt., five nieces and nephews and
many friends. Those wishing to honor John’s
memory may donate to the Pawlett Historical
Society, PO Box 113, Pawlet, Vt. 05761. A Memorial
graveside celebration will be held at a later date at
the Mettowee Valley Cemetery.
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A.W. Gray One Horse Power & Circular Saw, circa 1885



Membership Information

Membership dues for 2027 are due in January.
Check your mailing label for current status.

Dues Schedule

Individual $10 Business $50

Family $15 Sustaining $100
Contributing $25
Send to: Pat Hemenway. Treasurer

Middletown Springs Historical Society
P.O.Box 1121
Middletown Springs, VT 05757

Donations to MSHS, a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organi-
zation, are tax deductable.

For more information about MSHS, visit our website
at mshsvt.org

Coming Events

Sunday, Sept. 20, 2—4 pm: 57th Annual
Meeting and Museum Open House

Exhibits
NEW THIS SEASON
Cabinets of Curiosities

June 21— October 25

ONGOING

The MSHS Museum is open on Sundays, 2-4 p.m.,
June through October, or by appointment by calling
David Wright at 802-235-2376.

The Montvert Hotel and Mineral Springs
Middletown Springs History Timeline, 1770-1970

Notice of Annual Meeting and Museum Open House

On Sunday, September 20th, the 57th Annual Meeting of the Middletown Springs Historical Society
will convene at 2:00 p.m. at the Historical Society Building. The first floor museum will open for exhibit

viewing at 1:00 p.m.

Following a dessert buffet there will be a brief Business Meeting, including a review of the year’s accom-
plishments and plans for the coming year. Also on the agenda are changes to the MSHS bylaws. The
prospective changes are printed on the flyer enclosed with the newsletter and will be voted on by MSHS

members present.

Our guest speaker will be Ennis Duling from the Poultney Historical Society with a 250th presentation,
Mount Independence: Strong Ground and the Frontier Militia.

The MSHS Newsletter is published twice a year for members and friends of the Society. Comments and manuscripts on subjects of interest are en-
couraged and should be sent c/o David Wright, editor, or emailed to montvert@vermontel.net.

Middletown Springs Historical Society
P.O. Box 1121, Middletown Springs, VT 05757
Address Service Requested




